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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Roth, Daniela, EMNRD
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2017 3:37 PM
To: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Subject: RE: Modification 17-1, Pueblo Alto Mine (Permit No. MK008ME)

Dear David Ennis: 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to review and comment on Modification 17‐1 Application, expansion of the 
permit area, Pueblo Alto Mine, in McKinley County, NM (MK008ME).  I do not anticipate any impacts to state listed 
endangered plants from the proposed expansion of the permit area. 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 

Daniela Roth 
 
BOTANY PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
EMNRD-Forestry Division 
1220 S. St. Francis Dr. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
(505)476-3347 (Phone) 
(505)476-3330 (Fax) 
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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Gallegos, Anthony <agallegos@blm.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 3:14 PM
To: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Cc: Joel Hartmann; Mankiewicz, David
Subject: Comments -Mesa Verde Resources-Pueblo Alto Mine Expansion -Permit-MK008ME

DJ, 
 
The BLM Farmington Field Office has the comments shown below on the proposed expansion of the 
Mesa Verde Resources Pueblo Alto Mine to include the south half of section 8, T20N, R7W, as 
Modification 17-1 to existing Permit MK008ME. 
 
 
-The existing Pueblo Alto Mine on private surface and minerals in Sections 15 and 16, T20N R7W,  is 
not within the BLM's jurisdiction. 
 
-Mesa Verde Resources recently completed an exploration project in section 8. 
 
-BLM would process this proposal in section 8 as a new humate mine. 
 
-This process will include review and development of a mining and reclamation plan for this area. 
 
-The proposed mining and reclamation plan would then go through the NEPA process, most likely as 
an Environmental Assessment (EA). 
 
-Additional clearance surveys may be required as part of the process (e.g. cultural, biological, etc.). 
 
-At the completion of the NEPA process we could finalize the mining and reclamation plan and issue a 
mineral materials contract. 
 
Thank you for your coordination and cooperation in processing this proposal.  Please contact me or 
Joel Hartmann (505-564-7745) with any questions regarding this proposal. 
 
Regards, 
Tony 
 
‐‐  

Anthony A. Gallegos 
Mining Engineer 
 

Bureau of Land Management 
Farmington Field Office 
6251 College Blvd., Suite A 
Farmington, NM 87402 
 

Phone:  505.564.7723 
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Fax:  505.564.7608 
 

Email:  agallegos@blm.gov 
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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Rappuhn, Doug H., OSE
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 1:57 PM
To: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Cc: Musharrafieh, Ghassan R., OSE; Watson, Blaine, OSE
Subject: Request for Comments on Modification 17-1 Application, Expansion of Permit Area, Pueblo Alto 

Mine, McKinley County, NM, MMD Permit No. MK008ME; OSE San Juan Administrative Basin (T20N-
R7W-Sec 8.300)

Hello Mr. Ennis – 
 
Thank you for your 7/18/2017 e‐mailed granting of a short extensions of time to provide OSE comments on the Mesa 
Verde Resources applications to expand humate mining under existing MMD Permits MK007Me (Star Lake Mine) and 
MK008ME (Pueblo Alto Mine).  It appears that related new exploratory drilling for the Pueblo Alto expansion was 
addressed in the recent revision of MMD Permit MK044EM, and that the MK008ME application 
(http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/MK008MEMod17‐1.html  ) therefore strictly regards a request to expand 
the area allowed for mining. 
 
Available information suggests an excavation depth on the order of proposed exploratory drilling (approximately 50‐ft 
below current land surface) likely remains above local water table.  Ideally, the proposed onsite exploratory drilling will 
offer confirmation, since the scant shallow‐well water level information exists in OSE files for the area.  If earlier 
exploratory drilling required OSE well construction permitting, the OSE would benefit from applicant submittal of related 
Well Records for the holes, since information either noting the presence of shallow groundwater or the lack of it would 
substantiate subsurface conditions locally. 
 
Old, possibly undocumented wells may exist in the vicinity of the proposed mining expansions.  Should a water well be 
discovered in an area that will be excavated, the applicant shall contact the OSE for guidance on appropriate 
decommissioning of the well.   Such decommissioning would require the services of a New Mexico‐licensed Water Well 
Driller under an OSE‐approved Well Plugging Plan of Operations (OSE Form WD‐08), currently available at 
http://www.ose.state.nm.us/WR/NewForms/WD‐08%20Well%20Plugging%20Plan%20of%20Operations_2017‐06‐
30_final.pdf  . 
 
Mining activities or reclaimed terrain should not impound surface water in excess of that impounded prior to mining 
activity.  If new impounding of water is likely to occur, the applicant shall contact the OSE Dam Safety Bureau at 505‐
827‐6122 for guidance regarding the possible need for administrative submittals. 
 
Since it appears there will be no water use or surface water impoundment associated with the proposed expansion of 
mining, the OSE Hydrology Bureau has no further comment on the application. 
 
Douglas H. Rappuhn, P.G. 
Hydrology Bureau / New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
5550 San Antonio Drive NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87109‐4127 
Phone:  505‐383‐4000;   Fax:  505‐383‐4030 
e‐mail:   doug.rappuhn@state.nm.us 
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From: "Rodriguez, Stephanie, EMNRD" <stephanie.rodriguez@state.nm.us> 
Date: June 26, 2017 at 11:35:42 PM GMT+3 
To: "Musharrafieh, Ghassan R., OSE" <ghassan.musharrafieh@state.nm.us> 
Cc: "Ennis, David, EMNRD" <David.Ennis@state.nm.us> 
Subject: Request for Comments on Mod. 17‐1 Application, Expansion of Permit Area, Pueblo Alto Mine, McKinley 
County, NM, Permit No. MK008ME 

Attached is your electronic copy of the June 26, 2017, letter mailed to Dr. Ghassan Musharrafieh, Office of the 
State Engineer, from David (DJ) Ennis, Permit Lead, MARP/MMD, regarding the above-referenced 
subject.  Please print copies for your files as needed. 
  
Thank you, 

Stephanie J. Rodriguez 
Records Manager 
Mining Act Reclamation Program 

Mining and Minerals Division 
stephanie.rodriguez@state.nm.us 
505-476-3433 
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