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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Roth, Daniela, EMNRD
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2017 3:21 PM
To: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Subject: RE:  Request for comments on Modification 17-1, Mesa Verde Star Lake Mine (No. MK007ME)

Dear David Ennis: 
 
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to comment on Modification 17‐1 Application, for the 
expansion of the permit area in Section 4, at the Mesa Verde Resources Star Lake Mine, in McKinley County, 
New Mexico (Permit No. MK007ME). I do not anticipate any impacts to state listed endangered plants from 
the proposed expansion of the permit area. 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Daniela Roth  
 
Botany Program Coordinator 
EMNRD – Forestry Division 
1220 S. Saint Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
505-476-3347 
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SFD/ 
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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Rappuhn, Doug H., OSE
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 1:57 PM
To: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Cc: Musharrafieh, Ghassan R., OSE; Watson, Blaine, OSE
Subject: Request for Comments on Modification 17-1 App., Expansion of Permit Area in Sect. 4, Mesa Verde 

Resources Star Lake Mine, McKinley County, NM, MMD Permit No. MK007ME; OSE San Juan 
Administrative Basin (T19N-R6W-Sec 4.100)

Hello Mr. Ennis – 
 
Thank you for your 7/18/2017 e‐mailed granting of a short extensions of time to provide OSE comments on the Mesa 
Verde Resources applications to expand humate mining under existing MMD Permits MK007ME (Star Lake Mine) and 
MK008ME (Pueblo Alto Mine).  It appears that no new exploratory drilling for the Star Lake expansion was addressed in 
the MK007ME application (http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/StarLakeMod17‐1.html  ), therefore the new 
application strictly regards a request to expand the area allowed for mining. 
 
Available information suggests an excavation depth on the order of proposed exploratory drilling (approximately 50‐ft 
below current land surface) likely remains above local water table.  Ideally, the proposed onsite exploratory drilling will 
offer confirmation, since the scant shallow‐well water level information exists in OSE files for the area.  If earlier 
exploratory drilling was requested and required OSE well construction permitting, the OSE would benefit from applicant 
submittal of related Well Records for the holes, since information either noting the presence of shallow groundwater or 
the lack of it would substantiate subsurface conditions locally. 
 
Old, possibly undocumented wells may exist in the vicinity of the proposed mining expansions.  Should a water well be 
discovered in an area that will be excavated, the applicant shall contact the OSE for guidance on appropriate 
decommissioning of the well.   Such decommissioning would require the services of a New Mexico‐licensed Water Well 
Driller under an OSE‐approved Well Plugging Plan of Operations (OSE Form WD‐08), currently available at 
http://www.ose.state.nm.us/WR/NewForms/WD‐08%20Well%20Plugging%20Plan%20of%20Operations_2017‐06‐
30_final.pdf  . 
 
Mining activities or reclaimed terrain should not impound surface water in excess of that impounded prior to mining 
activity.  If new impounding of water is likely to occur, the applicant shall contact the OSE Dam Safety Bureau at 505‐
827‐6122 for guidance regarding the possible need for administrative submittals. 
 
Since it appears there will be no water use or surface water impoundment associated with the proposed expansion of 
mining, the OSE Hydrology Bureau has no further comment on the application. 
 
Douglas H. Rappuhn, P.G. 
Hydrology Bureau / New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
5550 San Antonio Drive NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87109‐4127 
Phone:  505‐383‐4000;   Fax:  505‐383‐4030 
e‐mail:   doug.rappuhn@state.nm.us 

 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: "Rodriguez, Stephanie, EMNRD" <stephanie.rodriguez@state.nm.us> 
Date: June 27, 2017 at 11:07:13 PM GMT+3 
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To: "Musharrafieh, Ghassan R., OSE" <ghassan.musharrafieh@state.nm.us> 
Cc: "Ennis, David, EMNRD" <David.Ennis@state.nm.us> 
Subject: Req. for Comments on Mod. 17‐1 App., Expansion of Permit Area in Sect. 4, Mesa Verde Resources Star Lake 
Mine, McKinley Cty, NM, Permit No. MK007ME 

Attached is your electronic copy of the June 27, 2017, letter mailed to Dr. Ghassan Musharrafieh, Office of the 
State Engineer, from David (DJ) Ennis, Permit Lead, MARP/MMD, regarding the above-referenced 
subject.  Please print copies for your files as needed. 
  
Thank you, 

Stephanie J. Rodriguez 
Records Manager 
Mining Act Reclamation Program 

Mining and Minerals Division 
stephanie.rodriguez@state.nm.us 
505-476-3433 
 



             White Mountain Apache Tribe 

Office of Historic Preservation 

PO Box 1032 

Fort Apache, AZ  85926 
Ph: (928) 338-3033 Fax: (928) 338-6055 

 
To:         Fernando Martinez, Director Mining and Minerals Division  

Date:     July 13, 2017 

             Re: Existing Mining Operations Modifications 17-1 – Pueblo Alto Mine – Permit No. MK008ME 

                    Existing Mining Operations Modifications 17-1 – Star Lake Mine – Permit No. MK007ME 

            …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The White Mountain Apache Tribe Historic Preservation Office appreciates receiving 

information on the proposed project, dated  June 27, 2017.  In regards to this, please attend to the 

following checked items below.        

 

Please refer to the additional notes in regards to the proposed project: 

 

Thank you for allowing the White Mountain Apache tribe the opportunity to review and respond 

to the above proposed expansion of the two existing mines, located on private lands, McKinley 

County, New Mexico, and we have determined the proposed project will not have an impact on 

the White Mountain Apache tribe’s historic properties and/or traditional cultural properties. 

 

Regardless, any/all ground disturbing activities should be monitored “if” there are reasons to 

believe that there are human remains and/or funerary objects present, and if such remains are 

encountered they shall be treated with respect and handled accordingly until such remains are 

repatriated to the affiliated tribe(s).  

 

Thank you. We look forward to continued collaborations in the protection and preservation of 

places of cultural and historical importance. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark T. Altaha  

White Mountain Apache Tribe - THPO  
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Ennis, David, EMNRD

From: Terry Morgart <TMorgart@hopi.nsn.us>
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2017 8:50 AM
To: Martinez, Fernando, EMNRD
Cc: Ennis, David, EMNRD
Subject: Star Lake Mine, Mesa Verde Resources, Permit No MK007ME, Permit No. MK044EM

                                    July 20, 2017  
 
Fernnando Martinez, Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Attention: David J. Ennis 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department 
1220 South St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 
Re: Minimal Impact New Mining Operation Modification 17-1 
      Star Lake Mine, Mesa Verde Resources, Permit No MK007ME, Permit No. MK044EM 
 
 
Dear Mr. Martinez, 
 

This letter is in response to your correspondence dated March 6 and June 27, 2017, regarding 
applications from Mesa Verde Resources to expand the permit area for the Star Lake Mine on Indian allotted 
land in McKinley County. The Hopi Tribe claims cultural affiliation to earlier identifiable cultural groups in 
New Mexico. The Hopi Cultural Preservation Office supports identification and avoidance of prehistoric 
archaeological sites and Traditional Cultural Properties, and we consider the archaeological sites that are 
habitations of our ancestors to be “footprints” and Hopi Traditional Cultural Properties. Therefore, we 
appreciate your continuing solicitation of our input and your efforts to address our concerns.  
 

Your correspondence states that the application will expand the proposed permit area by 160 acres and 
minimal impact mining means disturbance will not exceed a total of 40 acres at any given time. Therefore, we 
continue to question how requests exceeding minimal impact new mining limits continue to be permitted under 
the New Mexico Mining Act.  

 
We understand it is the Mineral and Mining Division (MMD)’s understanding that the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs (BIA) will require an archaeological survey and environmental assessment prior to BIA approval. 
Therefore, we request continuing consultation on this proposal including being provided with copies of the 
survey report and draft environmental assessment for review and comment.  
 

In addition to summarize our previous letters regarding Star Lake Mine, Mesa Verde Resources, Permit 
Nos. MK007ME and MK044EM:  
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Fernando Martinez 
July 20, 2017 
Page 2 
 

 
In the enclosed letter dated November 14, 2013, regarding a permit application to expand the permit area 

for the Star Lake Mine by approximately 323 acres, Permit No. MK007ME, we noted the MMD 
correspondence dated November 7, 2013 stated that an archaeological survey will be required prior to Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) approval. We requested to be provided with a copy of the survey report for review and 
comment. In the enclosed letter dated January 28, 2014 to the BIA, we requested a copy of the cultural 
resources survey report of the area of potential effect regarding this permit application. We have no record of 
receiving a response from the MMD or BIA. 
 
            In the enclosed letter dated December 22, 2014, we noted the MMD correspondence dated December 2, 
2014 stated, “As conveyed previously, MMD cannot require the operator to perform a cultural resources survey 
on private land, and will rely on consultation with the Historic Preservation Division to assist with the 
assessment of listed cultural resources in the project area.” 

 
We stated that the MMD cannot provide us with the information it is requesting from us, and, when the 

Historic Preservation Division recommends that a cultural resources survey be conducted, MMD simply 
reiterates that it is not required. Therefore, we have previously conveyed our recommendation that the New 
Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources  
Department require cultural resource surveys of the project areas it permits, so that it can determine if the 
undertakings it permits may adversely affect cultural resources significant to the State of New Mexico, the 
United States, and the Hopi Tribe.  
 

The enclosed letter dated February 9, 2017, was in response to your correspondence dated February 1, 
2017, regarding an application from Mesa Verde Resources requesting a modification to their Section 4 
exploration permit on allotted land managed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in McKinley County, Permit 
No. MK044EM. The Hopi Cultural Preservation Office stated we understand “MMD does not have statutory 
authority to require the operator to conduct a cultural resources survey on private land.” However, we asked the 
Indian allotted land is managed by the BIA, does this proposal constitute a federal undertaking pursuant to the 
National Historic Preservation Act? Therefore, to assist us in determining if this project may adversely affect 
cultural resources significant to the Hopi Tribe, if MMD’s consultations with BIA and HPD identify cultural 
that may be adversely affected by project activities we requested to be provided us with copies of the cultural 
resources survey of the area of potential effect and any proposed treatment plans for review and comment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fernando Martinez 
July 20, 2017 
Page 3 

 
 

Therefore, we would appreciate a response from MMD and BIA to our requests for continuing 
consultation on Minimal Impact New Mining Operation Modification 17-1 Star Lake Mine, Mesa Verde 
Resources, Permit Nos. MK007ME and MK044EM. 
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Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Terry Morgart at 
tmorgart@hopi.nsn.us. Thank again you for your consideration. 
 
 
                                                                        Respectfully,    
                                                                        /s/ 
 
                                                                        Leigh J. Kuwanwisiwma, Director 
                                                                        Hopi Cultural Preservation Office  
 
Enclosures: November 14, 2013, January 28 and December 24, 2014, February 9, 2017 letters 
 
xc: Bureau of Indian Affairs 
      Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department  
      New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office 
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