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Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Susana Martinez
Governor

Ken'McQueen Fernando Martinez, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division

Matthias Sayer
Deputy Cabinet Secretary

October 2, 2017
Frank Bain, Geologist, Project Manager
Lordsburg Resources
2425 Chof Trail
Flagstaff, AZ 86005

RE: Minimal Impact Exploration Permit Application Determined Administratively Complete
Permit Tracking No. HI0O18EM, Lordsburg Resources, Lordsburg Playa Lithium
Exploration Project in Hidalgo County, NM

Dear Mr. Bain,

Pursuant to 19.10.3.302 NMAC, the New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) has
determined that a Minimal Impact Exploration Permit Application (“application”) submitted on
September 27, 2017, and later amended with supplemental information received by MMD on September
28, 2017, is administratively complete. The application and supplemental information was submitted by
Lordsburg Resources, for its Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project and proposes to disturb up to
1.71 acres of federal land (BLM) within the boundaries of Claim Numbers LBP-59 and LBP-76 proposed
for the Exploration of Lithium located approx. 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg
Playa (North of I-10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico.

MMD is hereby notifying you that it has determined that the proposed Minimal Impact Exploration
Permit Application for Lordsburg Resources’ Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Permit
Tracking No. HIO18EM is administratively complete. MMD will now distribute the application to other
reviewing state, federal and tribal agencies to begin technically reviewing the application pursuant to

19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. If you have any questions, please contact me at 505-476-3413 or via e-mail at:
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us.

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead - Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)/MMD

cc: Fernando Martinez, Director, MMD
Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Douglas Haywood, BLM - Las Cruces District Office
Mine File HIO18EM

1220 South St. Francis Drive = Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Phone (505) 476-3400 « Fax (505) 476-3402 » www.emnrd.state.nm.us



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Susana Martinez

Governor

Ken_McQueen Fernando Martinez, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Matthias Sayer

Deputy Cabinet Secretary

QOctober 3, 2017
Daniella Roth, Botanist
NM State Forestry Division
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Post Office Box 1948
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1948

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HI0O1SEM

Dear Ms. Roth:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27,2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Sincerely, W m

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”)/MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017
Douglas Haywood, BLM Project Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Las Cruces District
1800 Marquess Street
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88005

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1SEM

Dear Mr. Haywood:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27, 2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html|

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler@state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Sincerely, W &K%

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”)/MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017
Bob Estes, Ph.D., Archaeologist
Historic Preservation Division
NM Department of Cultural Affairs
407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236
Santa Fe, NM 87503

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HI018EM

Dear Dr. Estes:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD?”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27,2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html|

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”)/MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017
Dr. Matthew Wunder, Chief
Conservation Services Division/New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
PO Box 25112
Santa Fe, NM 87504

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HI0O1SEM

Dear Dr. Wunder:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27,2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Sincerely, W m

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”’)MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017
Jeff Lewellin, Mining Act Team Leader
Mining Environmental Compliance Section/NMED - Groundwater Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-5469

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1SEM

Dear Mr. Lewellin:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27,2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Sincerely, M M

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HIO18EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”’)/MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017
Ghassan Musharrafieh, Chief
Office of the State Engineer/ Hydrology Bureau
P.O. Box 25102
Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1ISEM

Dear Mr. Musharrafieh:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated September
27,2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx. 1.71 acres to
explore the Lordsburg Playa located on federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on claims LBP-59 and
LBP-76. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM. The
proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa (North of I-
10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico. This notification of permit application is being submitted to
you pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC. The Application may be viewed by visiting the MMD
website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

MMD requests that you review this application and provide any comments you may have
pursuant to 19.10.3.302 (G) NMAC, before October 30, 2017. In addition, a site inspection
has been scheduled to visit the two project areas on the morning of October 19, 2017 if you
would be interested in attending. Please contact me at (505) 476-3413, or via email at
clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or comments you may have regarding the
application or this request.

Sincerely, W M

Clint Chisler, Permit Lead — Permit HI018EM
Mining Act Reclamation Program (“MARP”’)/MMD

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MARP/MMD
Mine File HIO18EM

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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October 3, 2017

Mescalero Apache Tribe
President Danny Breuninger, Sr.
P.O. Box 227

Mescalero, NM 88340

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1ISEM

Dear President Breuninger:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated
September 27, 2017, (“‘Application™) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx.
1.71 acres to explore the Lordsburg Playa for Lithium located on federal lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on
claims LBP-59 and LBP-76. These claims are located within Township 23S, Range 20W
Sections 8 and 20. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM.
The proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa
(North of I-10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico.

“Minimal Impact Exploration Operation” for Lithium means disturbance will not exceed a
total of 5 acres at any given time, which therefore limits impact to the environment. The
application and map for the Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project can be viewed in its
entirety by visiting the MMD website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

Since this project takes place on U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands, the BLM
will be completing an archaeological survey of the proposed project area. A copy of this
application has been provided to the BLM and the New Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs.

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402" htip://www.emnrd.state.nm.us




Please provide any comments or information regarding any potential cultural resources that
may be affected by the proposed project to MMD by October 30, 2017.

Please contact me at (505) 476-3435, or Clint Chisler of my staff at (505) 476-3413 or via
email at: clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or if you wish to meet to discuss the
application.

Sincerely,

oo

Fernando Martinez, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: Holland Shepherd, MARP Program Manager
Mine File HIO18EM

Ms. Holly Houghton, THPO, Mescalero Apache Tribe (via email: holly @mathpo.org)
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The Hopi Tribe

Chairman Herman G. Honanie

P.O. Box 123

Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1SEM

Dear Chairman Honanie:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”’) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated
September 27, 2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx.
1.71 acres to explore the Lordsburg Playa for Lithium located on federal lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on
claims LBP-59 and LBP-76. These claims are located within Township 23S, Range 20W
Sections 8 and 20. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM.
The proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa
(North of I-10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico.

“Minimal Impact Exploration Operation” for Lithium means disturbance will not exceed a
total of 5 acres at any given time, which therefore limits impact to the environment. The
application and map for the Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project can be viewed in its
entirety by visiting the MMD website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

Since this project takes place on U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands, the BLM
will be completing an archaeological survey of the proposed project area. A copy of this

application has been provided to the BLM and the New Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs.

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us



Please provide any comments or information regarding any potential cultural resources that
may be affected by the proposed project to MMD by October 30, 2017.

Please contact me at (505) 476-3435, or Clint Chisler of my staff at (505) 476-3413 or via
email at: clinton.chisler@state.nm.us with any questions or if you wish to meet to discuss the
application.

Sincerely,

oy

Fernando Martinez, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: Holland Shepherd, MARP Program Manager
Mine File HIO18EM

Terry Morgart, Legal Researcher (via email: tmorgart @hopi.nsn.us)
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office
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October 3, 2017

White Mountain Apache Tribe
Chairman Ronnie Lupe

P.O. Box 700

Whiteriver, AZ 85941

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HIO1SEM

Dear Chairman Lupe:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD?”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated
September 27, 2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx.
1.71 acres to explore the Lordsburg Playa for Lithium located on federal lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on
claims LBP-59 and LBP-76. These claims are located within Township 23S, Range 20W
Sections 8 and 20. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM.
The proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa
(North of I-10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico.

“Minimal Impact Exploration Operation” for Lithium means disturbance will not exceed a
total of 5 acres at any given time, which therefore limits impact to the environment. The
application and map for the Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project can be viewed in its
entirety by visiting the MMD website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

Since this project takes place on U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands, the BLM
will be completing an archaeological survey of the proposed project area. A copy of this

application has been provided to the BLM and the New Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs.

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us



Please provide any comments or information regarding any potential cultural resources that
may be affected by the proposed project to MMD by October 30, 2017.
Please contact me at (505) 476-3435, or Clint Chisler of my staff at (505) 476-3413 or via

email at: clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or if you wish to meet to discuss the
application.

Sincerely,

oy

Fernando Martinez, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: Holland Shepherd, MARP Program Manager
Mine File HIO18EM

Mr. Mark Altaha, THPO (via email: markaltaha @ wmat.nsn.us)
White Mountain Apache Tribe

P.O. Box 1032

Fort Apache, AZ 85926
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October 3, 2017

Chairman Jeff Hazous
Fort Sill Apache Tribe
20885 Frontage Road
Deming, NM 88030

RE: Request for Review and Comment, Minimal Impact Exploration Operation Permit
Application, Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project, Hidalgo Co., NM
Permit Tracking No. HI0O1ISEM

Dear Chairman Jeff Hazous:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) received a Minimal Impact
Exploration Operation Permit Application submittal from Lordsburg Resources, dated
September 27, 2017, (“Application”) that is proposing two test drill holes disturbing approx.
1.71 acres to explore the Lordsburg Playa for Lithium located on federal lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management. The operator has applied to conduct the test drill holes on
claims LBP-59 and LBP-76. These claims are located within Township 23S, Range 20W
Sections 8 and 20. MMD is processing the Application under Permit Tracking No. HIO18EM.
The proposed mining project is 13 miles WSW of Lordsburg, NM within the Lordsburg Playa
(North of I-10), in Hidalgo County New Mexico.

“Minimal Impact Exploration Operation” for Lithium means disturbance will not exceed a
total of 5 acres at any given time, which therefore limits impact to the environment. The
application and map for the Lordsburg Playa Lithium Exploration Project can be viewed in its
entirety by visiting the MMD website at:

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/MMD/MARP/LordsburgPlaya.html

Since this project takes place on U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands, the BLM
will be completing an archaeological survey of the proposed project area. A copy of this

application has been provided to the BLM and the New Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs.

Mining and Minerals Division * 1220 South St. Francis Drive
* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us



Please provide any comments or information regarding any potential cultural resources that
may be affected by the proposed project to MMD by October 30, 2017.

Please contact me at (505) 476-3435, or Clint Chisler of my staff at (505) 476-3413 or via
email at: clinton.chisler @state.nm.us with any questions or if you wish to meet to discuss the
application.

Sincerely,

Fe do Martinez, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc:  Holland Shepherd, MARP Program Manager
Mine File HIO18EM

Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma
Chairman Jeff Hazous

Rt. 2, Box 121

Apache, OK 73006
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