












































From: Shepherd, Holland, EMNRD
To: Hollen, James, EMNRD
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2017 12:35:30 PM

Jimmy,
 
FYI, to add to the list of commenters.
 
H
 

From: Martinez, Fernando, EMNRD 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2017 10:01 AM
To: Shepherd, Holland, EMNRD <holland.shepherd@state.nm.us>
Subject: FW: LU035MN American Magnesium Dolomite Mine
 
 
 

From: Susan [mailto:susan@susanmcooper.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2017 8:37 PM
To: Martinez, Fernando, EMNRD <fernando.martinez@state.nm.us>
Subject: LU035MN American Magnesium Dolomite Mine
 
Mr Martinez
Division Director
NM Mining and Minerals Division

I live in Deming, NM and probably on one of the main roads that would be used to haul ore from the
mine to the processing facility. 

That IS my problem-- mid MAY until mid SEPTEMBER the potential damage that this amount of
HEAVY truck traffic on roads that for the last few days have seen triple digit temperatures.  

I am sure that both the City gov't and Luna County are dying to get a possible employment boost of a
few thousand people -- unfortunately only maybe 10% will actually come from the area vs Las Cruces
or Silver City or Bayard and take their pay home with them.  But gov't will, as I have seen before,
blind themselves of the long term downsides that the local taxpayer must face when the city streets
and county roads are damaged beyond repair and require major rebuilding.  

I can not say that I am thrilled with tearing open the earth when there are other ongoing sources for
these minerals.... kinda like bringing in a 2nd WalMart that kills off the few small merchants that
were left in town.  LaFargeHolcim, the world's largest producer of dolomite, has sequestered mines
that they can re open with all infrastructure in place almost at the drop of the hat should real
demand occur.  Having much of the infrastructure in place has to greatly reduce their operations
cost vs a new startup mine. May not be in your realm to ask IF the financial analysis allows for a
dramatic downturn  in either price or saleable quantities.  What are the guarantees that a sub
company will not take over and declare bankruptcy in 5 yrs? I have experienced that also. 

mailto:holland.shepherd@state.nm.us
mailto:/o=State of New Mexico/ou=First Administrative Group/cn=Recipients/cn=james.hollen1
mailto:susan@susanmcooper.com
mailto:fernando.martinez@state.nm.us


There is the proposal for a conveyor system but it would be built over time.  That is the time that
would be very destructive to roads.  I wonder why the processing facility could not be located closer
to the mine (on mine property) than a distance away?

I was involved with natural resource extraction from the mineral owner's point for a number of
years. I ran into a number of incidents that in as short as 18 months after we received a mine
extraction projection that a mine was shutdown.  Similar with oil and gas wells that did not produce
as projected when the product price could no longer justify the extraction and processing costs. 

There is no guarantee that this facility would last even 5 yrs under current technology trends.  I can
say just look at the Phelps Dodge Playas NM smelter that shut down in 1999. I have never been able
to understand why THAT location was chosen for that operation unless it was simply out of sight, out
of mind...  Locating just off I10 would have made so much more sense... but that was then.  

I fear that the local community may be even more devastated if this facility does change its business
plan after a couple of years. That change may very well be driven by things totally out of their
control but who gets stuck with the ramifications of a bad plan?  

Sincerely,
Susan Cooper
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