State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL
November 7, 2023

Joseph Navarro

Environmental Protection & Reclamation Specialist
Lands & Minerals Division

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

1800 Marquess Street

Las Cruces, NM 88005

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Mr. Navarro:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

Ko C My

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL

November 7, 2023

Courtney Wands

Department of Cultural Affairs
Historic Preservation Division
407 Galisteo St., Suite 236
Santa Fe, NM 87501

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Ms. Wands:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

Ko C e

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL
November 7, 2023

Anne Maurer, Mining Act Team Leader
Mining Environmental Compliance Section
Ground Water Quality Bureau

New Mexico Environment Department
P.O. Box 26110

Santa Fe, NM 87502

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Ms. Maurer:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

Kie C e

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL
November 7, 2023

Erika Rowe

State Botanist

EMNRD — New Mexico Forestry Division
1220 S. St. Francis Dr.

Santa Fe, NM 87505

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Ms. Rowe:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

Kie C e

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL
November 7, 2023

Matthew Wunder, PhD

Chief, Conservation Services

NM Department of Game and Fish
P.O. Box 25112

Santa Fe, NM 87504

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Dr. Wunder:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

KX C o

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

Sarth Cottrell Propst Albert C.S. Chang, Director
Cabinet Secretary Mining and Minerals Division
Dylan M. Fuge

Deputy Secretary (Acting)

Via ELECTRONIC MAIL
November 7, 2023

Katie Zemlick, PhD

Bureau Chief

Hydrology Bureau

Office of the State Engineer
P.O. Box 25102

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102

RE: Request for Comments on Revision 23-1 to Continental Mine and Mill — Update to
Closure/Closeout Plan, Permit No. GRO02RE, Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company

Dear Dr. Zemlick:

The New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) received an application from Freeport-
McMoRan Chino Mines Company (Chino) dated July 2023 requesting a revision to Permit No.
GROO2RE, for the Continental Mine Closure/Closeout Plan (CCP) Update (Application). Chino
provided proof of public notification of the application to MMD in a letter dated October 30, 2023,
and MMD has determined the application to be administratively complete on November 6, 2023.
The Application (assigned by MMD as Revision 23-1) for the Continental Mine permit proposes
an updated CCP similar to the 2014 CCP with some differences, not limited to the following:

1. The 2023 Updated CCP is based on the constructed facilities as of 2023 and end of year
2026 for the Cobre Haul Road, Hanover Mountain Mine, and South Waste Rock Disposal
Facility (SWRDF). In the 2014 CCP, the Cobre Haul Road and Hanover Mountain Mine
were conceptual plans.

2. The 2023 Updated CCP’s Reclamation Cost Estimate is based on unit costs in 2023 dollars
for end of year 2026, as the greatest anticipated reclamation cost or highest liability year out
of years 2023 to 2027.

3. The 2023 Updated CCP contemplates use of Cobre Haul Road and Santa Rita Mine’s Upper
South Stockpile as sources for cover material. At the same time, an ongoing 2022 test plot
study is evaluating other cover material sources.
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MMD requests comments from your agency on the Application. A copy of the Revision 23-1
Application and Updated CCP received by MMD may be viewed on the MMD website at:

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/mmd/gr002re-continental-mine-and-mill-revision-23-1-updated-ccp/

If your agency has comments on this Revision 23-1 Application and Updated CCP, please
respond within 60-days of the date of receipt of this letter. Given the multiple holidays at the end
of the year, the deadline will be extended to January 12, 2024.

If anyone from your agency would like to attend a site inspection of the Continental and Hanover
Mountain Mines during the morning on Thursday, November 30, 2023, please contact MMD.

If you have any questions, please call (505) 490-0726 or email kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,

Ko C My

Kevin C Myers, Permit Lead
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: DJ Ennis, MARP Program Manager
Mine File (GRO02RE)



Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:39 PM

To: Navarro, Joseph

Cc: Corey Durr (Cdurr@blm.gov)

Subject: MMD request for comments - Update to CCP - Revision 23-1 of No. GROO2RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 BLM Request for Comments Letter.pdf

Good afternoon Joe,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.
Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.qov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:36 PM

To: Wands, Cortney, DCA

Subject: MMD request for comment - Update to CCP - Revision 23-1 of No. GRO02RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 DCA Request for Comments Letter .pdf

Good afternoon Courtney,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.
Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.qgov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:34 PM

To: Maurer, Anne, ENV

Cc: Mercer, David, ENV; Styer, Susan, ENV

Subject: MMD request for comment - Update to CCP - Revision 23-1 of No. GRO02RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 NMED Request for Comments Letter.pdf

Good afternoon Anne,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.
Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.qov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:32 PM

To: Rowe, Erika, EMNRD

Subject: MMD request for comments - Update to CCP - Revision 23-1 of No. GROO2RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 NMFD Request for Comments Letter .pdf

Good afternoon Erika,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.

Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.gov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:30 PM

To: Wunder, Matthew, DGF

Cc: Kellermueller, Ronald, DGF

Subject: MMD request for comment - Update to CCP - Revision 23-1 of No. GRO02RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 NMGF Request for Comments Letter .pdf

Good afternoon Dr. Wunder,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.
Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.qov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

From: Myers, Kevin, EMNRD

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 3:27 PM

To: Zemlick, Katie, OSE

Subject: MMD Request for Comments - Revision 23-1 of GRO02RE Continental Mine
Attachments: 2023 1107 NMOSE Request for Comments Letter .pdf

Good afternoon Katie,

See attached MMD request for comments on the Update of Closure/Closeout Plan numbered as Revision 23-1 of Permit
No. GROO2RE Continental Mine, Grant County. The attached letter sets a deadline of January 12, 2024.

A site inspection is planned for November 30, 2023.
Please contact me with any questions,

Kevin C. Myers
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP)-Mining and Minerals Division (MMD)

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD).

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-490-0726 office and cell phone

kevin.myers@emnrd.nm.qov (please note new email as of 9/19/2022)
EMNRD website

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/




	2023 1107  BLM Request for Comments Letter
	2023 1107  DCA Request for Comments Letter 
	2023 1107  NMED Request for Comments Letter
	2023 1107  NMFD Request for Comments Letter 
	2023 1107  NMGF Request for Comments Letter 
	2023 1107  NMOSE Request for Comments Letter 
	2023 1107 email MMD-BLM_Memo Style
	2023 1107 email MMD-DCA_Memo Style
	2023 1107 email MMD-NMED_Memo Style
	2023 1107 email MMD-NMFD_Memo Style
	2023 1107 email MMD-NMGF_Memo Style
	2023 1107 email MMD-NMOSE_Memo Style

