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Cerrillos Hills and Town



Cerrillos Mining District History

 Pueblo Indians mined Turquoise 
beginning A.D. 700-900 and lead 
for pottery glazes by 1300

 Spanish Colonial mining from 
1598 to 1821

 Mexican Period mines operated 
from 1821 to 1846 

 American Territorial Period 
Mining Boom in 1880s



Cerrillos Turquoise



Prehistoric Turquoise Pit on Mt. Chalchihuitl



Mt. Chalchihuitl 
Turquoise Mine

Remington 
Sketch of Native 
American miners



Tiffany Turquoise Mine



Castilian Mine, 
Turquoise Hill



Stone Mauls 
from the Tiffany 
Turquoise Mine



Bethsheba Mine in the Cerrillos Hills



Mauls from  
Bethsheba 

Mine



Spanish Colonial Mining

 In 1581, the Rodriguez-Chamuscado 
Expedition identified Cerrillos silver-
lead deposits

 By 1600, Spaniards are refining 
lead/silver ores

 Mina del Tiro and Bethsheba Mines 
are the most notable mines worked 
by the Spanish during the 1600s and 
1700s



Our Georgie Silver Mine, Cerrillos Hills, 1880 
(New Mexico Bureau Geology & Mineral Resources, Historic Photograph Collection)

1880s Mining Boom



Miners in the  
Cerrillos Hills, 
1880
(New Mexico Bureau 
Geology & Mineral 
Resources, Historic 
Photograph Collection)



Capitol Mine in 
Cerrillos, 1880 
(New Mexico Bureau Geology 
& Mineral Resources, Historic 
Photograph Collection)



Prospecting 
Cabin in the 
Cerrillos Hills, 
1880  
(New Mexico Bureau 
Geology & Mineral 
Resources, Historic 
Photograph Collection)



Cerrillos 
Prospectors, 
1880
(New Mexico Bureau 
Geology & Mineral 
Resources, Historic 
Photograph Collection)



Ruelina Camp 
and Shaft, 1880 
(New Mexico Bureau Geology & 
Mineral Resources, Historic 
Photograph Collection)



Cerrillos Miners, 1880
(New Mexico Bureau Geology & Mineral Resources, Historic Photograph Collection)



Cash Entry Mine, Mill and Hotel, 1910
(New Mexico Bureau Geology & Mineral Resources, Historic Photograph Collection)



Project Development

 Voters approve open space bond in 
November 1998

 In 1999, Santa Fe County requests 
that AML address the mine hazards in 
proposed Park property.

 Santa Fe County completes purchase 
of Park property on January 28, 2000



Cerrillos Hills 
Historic Park 
Map



RECLAIMED WASTE PILE, JULY 2001



AML Bat Habitat Survey in 2001



Agencies and Groups Consulted 
during Project Development

 Cerrillos Hills Park Coalition

 Santa Fe County

 Tribes

 State Historic Preservation Division

 Bureau of Land Management

 Private Land Owners

 National Park Service and Sierra Club



Shaft in the Cerrillos Hills Historic Park



Shaft near Trails on West Side of Park



Shaft in the Cerrillos Hills Historic Park



Shaft in the Cerrillos Hills Historic Park



Shaft near Trail slated for Bat Cupola





Project Priorities

 Preservation of historic and 
prehistoric sites and landscape 
features

 Continued recreational uses of area

– Trail system

 Safeguarding of hazardous mine 
openings for public safety

 Visitor viewing into selected mine 
openings



Project Priorities

 Preservation of bat habitat in mine 
workings

 Interpretive signage

 Minimization of surface disturbance

 Reclamation of areas disturbed by 
construction

 Durable, vandal resistant and low 
maintenance closures



Small Equipment



Wire Mesh Fence at Trench Highwall



Metal Picket Fence around Shallow Shaft

Before 
construction Completed installation



Polyurethane Foam Plugs at Shafts

Placing foam and drain pipe in shaft opening



Completed 
PUF Closures
With depressed fill, grate inlet to drain pipe 
and minimally disturbed mine waste pile



Installation of High-strength Wire Mesh

Mesh placed over rock anchors 
drilled into bedrock at bridge site



Mesh and 
Viewing Platform 

Installations



Mesh and 
Pedestrian Bridge 

Installation



Concrete Collar with Wire Mesh
At Mina del Tiro



Installing Structural Tubes for Bat Cupolas



Completed Bat Cupolas



Durable Closures that 
Integrate into the Landscape



Interpretive Sign



Signs at Park Entrance

www.cerrilloshills.org

http://www.cerrilloshills.org/


Prehistoric and 
Historic Preservation

Pueblo lead mine

Shallow 1880s 
prospect pit



Culturally and 
Ecologically Sensitive 

Mine Closures


