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N-W MeXICO e NexGY, MINB.RALS and
NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

GARY E. JOHNSON Douglas M. Bland
Governor Director
Jennifer A. Salisbury Mining and Minerals Division

Cabinet Secretary

February 8, 2001

David Baker

Vice President
Environmental Affairs
1700 Lincoln St.
Denver, Co. 80203

Re: Release of the Poison Canyon Mine from the New Mexico Mining Act
Dear Mr. Baker,

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has previously received a request for release of the
Poison Canyon Mine site north of Grants, NM. It was determined at that time, that though the
site met the established vegetation standards, it did not meet substantive requirements pursuant to
Subpart 5 because of the presence of a large erosion gully capable of negatively impacting

reclamation. Therefore it could not be released from responsibilities under the New Mexico
Mining Act (NMMA).

Newmont Mining Company (Newmont) understood that in order to be released from the
NMMA, it had to take measures necessary to mitigate and control the large erosion gully. This
requirement was conveyed to Newmont by MMD in a letter dated September 8§, ). Newmont
subsequently agreed to perform erosion control work at the site in January 2001.

This work was in fact completed on January 10, 2001. An MMD staff member inspected the
erosion control work on that day and documented by digital camera, the quality and apparent
effectiveness of the measures taken by Newmont. After review of the inspection report and
photos, MMD has made the determination that the reclamation work performed at Poison
Canyon Mine has met the requirements of the NMMA §69-36-7U and §510 of the NMMA
Rules.

MMD would like to commend Newmont Mining Company for their timely and professional
cooperation in completing the requirements for release of the mine site.

Mini  and Minerale ~ "vision * 122C uth St. Francis Drive *! 11 v Mexico 87505
* Phone: (505) 476-3400 * Fax (505) 476-3402* http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us
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By Order of the Director, MMD hereby releases the Poison Canyon Mine site from further duties
under the NMMA in accordance with §510 of the Mining Act Rules.

AL

Douglas M.Bland
Division Director
Mining and Minerals Division
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NATUPAT PEenTiRTTC DEDARTMENT

GARY E. JOHNSON Douglas M. Bland
Governor Director
Jennifer A. Salisbury Mining and Minerals Division

Cabinet Secretary

MEMO

Date: February 6, 2001

To: Doug Bland, Division Director Cgl

From: Karen Garcia, Permit Lead(@U ’

Thru: Fernando R. Martinez, Program Manager ng\
Subject: Release of Poison Canyon Mine Prior Rec site.

You’ll find attached the documentation necessary to make the release determination for
the prior rec site mentioned above. They completed the erosion control work as we
requested. Mickey’s inspection report and photos are attached as well as our previous
letter. They did an extraordinarily good job on laying back slopes and riprapping the
erosion gully that we identified as a problem.

I believe, as you’ll see by the attached photos that they have indeed met their obligation
and have completed reclamation on this site. It appears appropriate to for MMD to now
release this site.

If you need further information please contact me.

Attachments: Release Letter (suggested)
MMD’s September 8" letter
Inspection Report
Before and After photos

Mining and Min vision * 1220 South Saint Francis Drive * Sar Fe, New1 ico 87505
* Phone: 76-3400 * (5" 476-3402 * //www .emnrd.state.nm.us







Bond Release Inspection

1/10/01
Poison Canyon Mine
Newmont Mining Corporation

NARRATIVE:

| met with Joe Pollara in Grants prior to visiting the site to be inspected. | was briefed as
to what work was to be done and the expected completion time. From Grants we headed
north to the site. When we arrived at the site work had already begun adding rock to the
erosional gully. A non-woven geotextile was placed under the rock to inhibit further
erosion. Slopes within the gully were reduced considerably to approximately 5 to 1 or
less. A minor erosional channel to the east of the main gully was also reduced and rock
was placed within that area to eliminate any undercutting of the area which was being
reclaimed. Photos were taken to show the areas that were being riprapped.

The work was well underway when we left the site with minimal rock left to be hauled and
placed, disturbed area (area where the loader had driven) disked, and seed to be spread.

MAINTENANCE ITEM<- None

EMFORCEMENT ACTIONS TAY=M- None

INSPECTOR'S SIGNATURE: Mickey .Jnjola DATE: 2/6/01
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. Newmont Mining Corporation
To: Karen Garcia From: Joe Pollara 3
Fex:  505-827-7195 Page<: 6
Phone: bPate:  12/04/00
Re: Poison Canyon Stabilization cc:
Ourgent X For Review 0O Please Comment [ Please Reply O Please Recycle
Karen:

LRI

PRYC-PR-03d

Please take a look at this design for stabilizing the erosion feature at the Poison Canyon mine site and
let me know if you have any comments. | will try to complete this work the last week of December.

Joe
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SHEPHERD MILLER, INC.
Environmental and Engineering Consultants
MEMORANDUM
DATE: 9-Nov-00 SMI# 100735
- AN .
TO: Joe Pollara, NGC /ZO’;) 27T~ Hg’-,

FROM: Phil Leonhardt
SUBJECT: Poison Canyon Head Cut (p:\100735\joepollara.doc)
COPY: Toby Wright

Joe, this memo swmmarizes an approach to stabilizing a headcut in the Poison Canyon area near
grants N.M. Given information is as follows:

design storm is the 100 year-24 hr=2.8 in

drainage area is 160 acres

main stem length is 3000 ft

slope - 5%
Requested information included a riprap and filter fabric specification for a trapezoidal channel
design. Hand-drawn sketches of the design were also requested.

Based on the photos supplied, I assumed that the gully is about four feet deep, 8 to 10 feet wide
at the base and 100 feet long.

Hydrology
I calculated a 100yr-1 hr rainfall of 1.8 inches/hour using guidelines in the NOAA Atlas for New
Mexico. Using the rational formula Q=Cia, where C= 0.82, i=1.8 in/hr, and a=160 acres;

Qpeak = 236 cfs.

Hydraulics

Our recommended approach to stabilize the headcut is to flatten the slopes in the area of the head
of the gully and cover the regraded area with riprap. This would stabilize the headcut but not
change the gully downstream of the end of the trapezoidal channel. I don't believe this presents
any stability issues but may not be desirable =  an aesthetic standpoint. The sideslopes of the
gully will erode to some semi-stable slope with time.

Channel design was done using Flowmaster software. Assuming a trapezoidal channel with a 6-
foot bottom width, the flow depth would be 2.17 feet and the flow velocity would be 10.53 fps.
Riprap sizing calculations followed FHA procedures presented in Hahn and Barfield (1994).

3801 Automarion Way, Suite 100, Fort Collins, Colorado 80525
Telephone (970) 223-9600 / FAX (970) 223-7171
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Specifications, Quantities and Construction
Sketches and calculations are attached to this memo. A bnef summary of the design and
specifications is provided below:

1. Regrade the nick point area to 4:1 and cover with a heavy-duty non-woven geotextile
(minimumn weight of 8oz. per square yard). Over the geotextile place a 2-foot thick layer
of riprap (D= 12 inches, D,,,= 18 inches, D,;= 8 inches). The riprap shall be a hard,
durable stone and have a specific gravity greater than 2.5. Thicken the upstream edge of
the riprap to 3 feet as shown on section D - D'".

2. Transition into a niprap-lined (same spec as above) trapezoidal channel with 2:1
sideslopes, a bottom width about equal to the width of the existing gully, and 3 feet deep,
then

3. End the channe] after about 10 feet with a thickened edge as shown on section C - C'.

A medium-sized hydraulic excavator is the ideal equipment for the required regrading and rock
placement. The rock reinforcement should not be placed on fill since it is unlikely that the
contractor would have equipment available to adequately compact any fill. Filter fabric should
be overlapped at least 6 inches and shingled (upstream piece over downstream piece). At the
upstream edge of the 4:1 area, the filter fabric should be well anchored at the bottom of the
trench for the thickened edge. Also at the upstream edge, the shape of the reinforced area may
need to be modified to fit field conditions and ensure that all flow in the gully enters the ripraped
area.

Approximately 50 cy of soil will need excavating. Approximately 80 cy of riprap and 1200 sq.ft
of filter fabric is needed.

PV 10073 S\acpallam doc
3801 Automation Way, Su. 100, Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

Telephone (970) 223-9600 / FAX (970} 223-7171
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Trapezoidal Ct ne¢” Analysis & Design
Open Channel - Uniform flow

Worksheet Name: Poison Canyon

Comment :
Solve For Depth
Given Input Data:

Bottom Width..... 6€.00 £t

Left Side Slope.. 2.00:1 (H:V)
Right Side Slope. 2.00:1 (H:V)
Manning's n...... 0.040
Channel Slope.... 0.0500 ft/ft
Discharge........ 236.00 cfs

Computed Results:

Depth............ 2.17 ft
Velocity......... 10.53 fps
Flow Area........ 22 .41 sf
Flow Top Width. .. 14.67 ft
Wetted Perimeter. 15.70 ft
Critical Depth... 2.70 ft
Critical Slope... 0.0210 ft/ft
Froude Number. ... 1.50 (flow is Supercritical)
B 2.7
> 2 - ‘éi‘f’
AZ2.07x6 + 207%x2 = 77¢ )2
4%
e
/}7F— Z:/
>

| - 22.4
\/)meu\»c Qd»us— 4m

= .43

Open Channel Flow Module, Version 3.21 (c) 1990
Haestad Methods, Inc. * 37 Brookside Rd * Waterbury, Ct 06708
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NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS and
NATURAT PESOURCES DEPAR1MEN1

GARY E. JOHNSON Douglas M. Bland
Governor Director
Jennifer A. Salisbury Mining and Minerals Division
Cabinet Secretary

September 8, 2000

David Baker

Vice President
Environmental Affairs
1700 Lincoin St.
Denver, Co. 80203

Re: Release of the Poison Canyon Mine from the New Mexico Mining Act

Dear Mr. Baker,

On May 30, 1996 Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation applied for a variance requesting an
extension of time to allow the Poison Canyon Mine site’s re-vegetation to become
established. The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) granted the variance on June 24,
1996 for a period of 5 years. Newmont Mining Company, current owner of the mine,
contacted MMD earlier this summer to request an inspection for release of the site.
MMD staff conducted an inspection at the reclaimed mine site on August 16, 2000.

In accordance with the NMMA § 69-36-7U, and § 510 of the NMMA Rules, the Mining
and Minerals Division has made a decision regarding release of the Poison Canyon Mine
from further requirements of the NMMA.

In order for a site to be released from further requirements of the NMMA under prior
reclamation, the standards set in the NMMA Rules § 510.B must be met. The Rule
states, “The director shall release the owner or operator from further requirements of the
Act and of this Part if, after an inspection of the reclaimed areas, he determines that the
reclamation measures satisfy the requirements of the Act and the substantive
requirements for reclamation pursuant to this Part.” The substantive requirements for
reclamation in Part 5 of the Rules in part can be found in § 506.J.3. which states, “the
work to be done will reclaim disturbed areas within the permit area to a condition that
allows for re-establishment of a self sustaining ecosystem on the permit area following
closure, appropriate for the life zone of the surrounding area...”

Inspections, including vegetative sampling were conducted in September 1995 and
recently on August 16, 2000. It was noted during the 1995 inspection that the Poison

I~ ngand Min s Division * 2040 S. Pacheco Street * SantaFe,! M ico 87505
* Phone: (505) 827-5970 * Fax (505) 827-7195 * ht "ww. .state



. Po n Canyon
September §, 2000

Canyon Mine reclamation showed significant signs of invasion by undesirable weedy
species of plants and lack of plant diversity. Therefore, the site was not released at that
time. During the August 2000 inspection, MMD staff reported that native perennial
grass, shrub and forb species have successfully established dominance of the site. Please
refer to the attached 1995 and August 2000 inspection reports.

The well established four-wing saltbush (4triplex spp.) western wheatgrass (4gropyron
Smithii)/ blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis) community now inhabiting the site make up the
majority of the vegetative cover. This is consistent with the natural vegetation
composition in the surrounding undisturbed areas adjacent to the mine site. Though there
is a small pocket of sunflower (Heliantus spp.), an undesirable annual forb, persisting in
the pit bottom, indications are that the sunflower population has been receding and will
continue to do so as it is replaced by more permanent perennial species.

The results of the recent August vegetative survey conducted by MMD staff show that
the agreed upon vegetative standard of 75% of the Range Site Description (RSD) was
met. Please refer to the attached August 2000 Inspection Report for details. The standard
included a 13.5% average canopy cover (75%RSD) and a diversity index equal to the
RSD. The site contains an average of 34% cover, well over the minimum standard.

While the vegetative requirements have been met, MMD also must consider all aspects
including substantive requirements as stated above, when determining eligibility for
release. This includes overall stability of the site demonstrated by the lack of erosion
features. During the August inspection, MMD staff noted a particularly severe erosion
gully which appears to be actively growing and has potential to compromise the
reclamation at the mine site.

In order for MMD to determine that the site is releasable in accordance with the NMMA,
we must determine that the site has met the substantive requirements pursuant to Subpart
5. Reclamation measures must include, as defined by 107.HH of the Mining Act Rules,
stabilization of a permit area following closure. The presence of a 4 ft erosion gully
capable of negatively impacting reclamation at the site prevents us from making that
determination at this time.

Therefore, MMD requests that Newmont Mining Company take steps to control further
erosion in the above mentioned gully. In discussions with Newmont Mining Co.
personnel regarding this issue, it appears that mitigation of the gully erosion is possible
without creating a larger disturbance. Once this has been accomplished and MMD staff
have inspected the site, it may then be appropriate to immediately release the site from
further requirements of the NMMA. Please notify our office at least one week prior to
estimated completion of work at the site so that MMD staff can have an opportunity to
inspect the adequacy of the erosion control measures taken. At that time MMD will re-
evaluate appropriateness of release of the site. We are available to discuss some possible
erosion control measures that could be implemented that would satisfy Mining Act
requirements.
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Poison Canyon
September 8, 2000

Please respond to this request by October 7, 2000. If the site has not been released by
June 24, 2001, Newmont Mining Company may be required to permit the mine site in
accordance with Subpart 5 of the NMMA.

Please feel free to call Karen Garcia at (505) 827-5982 or me at (505) 827-5974 if you
have questions or wish to discuss the terms of release of the Poison Canyon Mine.

Sincerely,

,@L/MM

Douglas M. Bland
Division Director

cc: wren W. Garcia, Permit Lead
Fernando R. Martinez, Program Manager
Kerrie E. Neet, Bureau Chief, Mine Regulatory Bureau
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PRIOR RECLAMATION INSPECTION REPORT
AND
RECOMMENDATION FOR RELEASE OR PERMIT
REQUIREMENT

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of New Mexico Mining Act
Section 69-36-7 U., Prior Reclamation

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Mining and Minerals Division
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

September 29, 1995



Introduction

The purpose of this study was to determine if reclamation measures at 11 mines, for which Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation requested prior reclamation inspections, satisfy the requirements of the New Mexico
Mining Act and substantive requirements for reclamation pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act Rules.
The sites are tabulated in Table . Figures | and 2 are maps showing the locations of the mine sites.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation (Santa Fe) is the owner of the mineral rights at all the mine sites
mentioned above, with the possible exception of the mine on Section 17 TI3N ROW. Santa Fe Pacific Gold
was not the operator any of the sites, but has reclaimed the sites (Santa Fe, 1994) to remove any further
liabilities relative to the New Mexico Mining Act. Santa Fe is not the surface owner of any of the sites. This
has hindered reclamation activities because Santa Fe cannot restrict grazing by surface owners on reclaimed
areas. The known surface owners are listed in Table 1.



Inspection Procedures

On August 31, 1995 Santa Fe Pacific Gold escorted MMD personnel on a quick inspection of 8 of 11 sites
for which Santa Fe submitted prior reclamation inspection requests. Ms. Denise Gallegos, Manager-
Environmental Compliance and Audits, Mr. Paul Eby, Director-Field Operations, Mr. Lee Simpkins and
Mr. Larry Taylor, Contractor, represented Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation. Mr. Robert Young,
Environmental Engineer and Robyn Tierney, Reclamation Specialist represented the New Mexico Mining
and Minerals Division. On September 12 Mr. Robert Young and Mr. Fernando Martinez, Reclamation
Specialist revisited six of the above sites to take additional measurements. The site on Section | TI3W ROW
was inspected on September 13 by Mr. Robert Young and Mr. Fernando Martinez, Reclamation Specialist.
Another site on Section 13 TIN R6W was inspected September 21, 1995 by Robert Young and Holland
Shepherd. Mining Act Bureau Chief. Santa Fe Pacific Gold did not attend the inspections of the sites on
Sections | TI3W ROW or Section 13 TIN R6W. Another site on Section 17 TI3N R9W, for which a prior
reclamation inspection was requested (Santa Fe, 1994), was searched for, but could not be found. Without
an inspection of the site, no evaluation could be made regarding prior reclamation status.

Inspections of each mine site consisted of a review of information submitted by the mine operator,
subsequent discussion with the operator pertaining to mining and reclamation at each site, inspection of the
condition of the reclaimed mine sites, line-intercept sampling for estimates of vegetative cover, compilation
of plant species lists, measurement of reclaimed soil depths, and photo-documentation. Each of the mine
sites was visually inspected for erosion features and hydrologic stability. During a walkover of each site,
all slopes, areas of water concentration (ponds, diversions and areas where disturbed areas enter undisturbed
lands) were visually inspected for stability. Topsoil placement and distribution also were evaluated at each
site. Sampling for topsoil depth consisted of randomly digging a series of holes to identify the depth of
topsoil and the presence or absence of potentially toxic wasterock at rooting depth. Grading of all wasterock
piles and borrow areas was visually inspected. Placement and closure of portals and vent shafts were
verified in the field.

The establishment and relative percent cover of reseeded and native plant species were evaluated in
randomly placed transects. Fifty foot transects were evaluated at each mine site using the line intercept
method (Bonham 1989). These transects were used to estimate the relative percent cover of each plant
species intercepted at 3' intervals along a transect. A total of 17 points per transect was recorded. In
addition, a list of species present within a 50' X 6' belt transect adjacent to each transect was compiled.
These sampling procedures, however, do not meet sample adequacy. These procedures were conducted to
estimate the relative percent cover and to evaluate the diversity of species present at each of the eight mine
sites. Additional resources would be needed to fully evaluate the vegetation of these prior reclamation sites
to a level of sample adequacy and would require at least 24 additional man-hours of inspection time per site.
If it was apparent sufficient vegetation existed on site, or insufficient vegetation existed, no transect
evaluations were made. Photos were taken, in these situations, to document the vegetation cover.
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Orvzopsis hymenoides

Rock

Average Perennial Cover = 12%
Rock Cover = 6%
BG = Bare Ground

Section 13 TIN R6W

Thus was a surface mine, located approximately 36 miles north west of the Citv of Magdalena, New Mexico. The
site 1s within a mile of the Alamo Navajo Indian Reservation. Uranium beaning sandstone was contour-mined
along an outcrop in the side of Jaralosa Creek Canyon. The operator, M.P. Grace. operated the mine under a lease
trom then Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The lease was terminated in 1979 and the site was reclaimed
in 1980 (Santa Fe. 1994). The total area of disturbance was about 2 acres.

Statf had some ditficulty locating this site because natural vegetation had reestablished so well on it.  Old mining
disturbances were nearly indistinguishable from the natural mounds and ridges of the adjacent undisturbed areas.
The mine was located by a red clay uncovered in one pit that was out of place. There was moderate erosion. but
the erosion was consistent with that of the surrounding areca. A powder magazine, circa 1970's, was left as a
mining relic. All other structures. trash and junk had been removed. There were no piles or accumulations of
toxic or waste material. There were no apparent hazards that could affect public health or safety.

The site and surrounding area showed signs of grazing impacts. Plant diversity. however, was good with more
than 21 native plant species identified on the site. [t was very difficult to distinguish this site from the adjacent
undisturbed areas. so no transect evaluation was deemed necessarv. Photographs documenting vegetation and
the general condition of the site are presented in Appendix B.  Because of the quality of cover and diversity of
plants found on the site, it qualifies for release.

Section 1 T13W ROW

This mine site is located on a shelf in a canyon wall about 50 feet above the canyon floor. The canyon was
eroded into Dakota Sandstone. The mune had been operated by Kerr-McGee under a lease agreement with Santa
Fe Pacific Gold and was safeguarded by Kerr-McGee upon termination of that agreement (Santa Fe, 1994). All
structures, trash or junk had been removed from the site. There were no piles or accumulations of toxic or waste
material on the site. A vertical shaft had been backfilled with nontoxic mine waste material.

The site had been safeguarded but not topsoiled or reseeded. The site is characterized by white fine grained
sandstone covered by a few inches of fine white sand. The sand 1s subsequently ben  :roded away by wind and
water. A mine access road had significant erosion. An impoundment had been constructed to impound sediment
from the mine site, however, erosion from the access road was bypassing the impoundment and was entering the
mune site. Photographs documenting vegetation and the general condition of the site are presented in Appendix

C.

Some native plant species from adjoining areas were invading the disturbance area. Line-intercept transects
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Marquez Mine

This site is reached by a two-track road from a ranching complex known as the Marquez Old Home Place. It was
the site of a decline shaft adit below a cliff outcropping of the Dakota Sandstone. United Nuclear leased the
section from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled in 1987. The site
consists of a mine waste pile backfilling a declined shaft adit. The site lies within San Mateo Creek Canvon
where the high and constant winds move soils to form sand dunes. San Mateo Creek is ephemeral at this location
and windblown sand from the stream bed forms dunes against the cliff face. All structures, trash or junk had been
removed from the site with the exception of some pipe and lumber that was left at the request of the surface
lessee, Sonny Marquez (Eby, 1995). There were no piles or accumulations of toxic or waste material on the site.
Photographs documenting the vegetation and general condition of the site are presented in Appendix J. The
decline shaft had been backfilled with nontoxic mine waste material. Regrading of the site also included
construction of terraces to break up slopes.

Topsoil depths across the site were greater than 12 inches, but consisted entirely of windblown sand. This area
was essentially barren with most of the seed and mulch blown away before vegetation could be established.
Native species such as Indian ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides), from adjoining areas were starting to invade
- the disturbance area (Young, 1995). Because of the obvious lack of plant cover at the site no transects were
attempted. Statf does not recommend release of this site.

Poison Canyon Mine

This site 1s characterized by an abundance ot sunflowers and locoweed. The locoweed accumulates selenium
for which the canvon (also known as “Sheep Kill Canyon’) was probably named. Reserve Oil and Minerals
operated the mine under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled
and the mine reclaimed in 1987 upon termination of the lease. Additional reclamation of the site was conducted
mn 1993 and 1994 (Santa Fe, 1994). A barbed wire fence surrounded the site. All structures, trash or junk had
been removed from the site. There were no piles or accumulations of toxic or waste material on the site. There
were a few erosion features including one that was significant. Photographs documenting vegetation and general
condition of the site are presented in Appendix K. An inclined shaft portal had been backfilled with nontoxic
mine waste material (Santa Fe, 1994). The regrading ot this site included construction of mounds. berms. terraces
and depressions that impounded rainwater for livestock.

Topsoil depths across the site were approximately 4 inches. Line-intercept transects indicated that perennial
vegetative cover was approximately 31 percent. The results of these vegetation measurements are presented in
Table VIII. Because of the overall lack of diversity and the poor establishment of perennial grasses and forbs,
this site does not qualify for release.

TABLE VIII
Poison Canvon Vegetation Measurements






Conclusions and Recommendations

Based on the inspection of the |1 mine sites and review of inspection information with Mining and Minerals
Division staff it is recommended that:

Section 19( TI3N R10W, ak.a. Haystack Mine), Section 13 (T IN R 6W) and Section 29 (T13N
ROW, ak.a. Faith Mine)

be reteased from further requirements of the New Mexico Mining Act. The other mine sites:

SW I/ of Section 13 (T 13N RIIW). Section | (T I3W R 9W), Section 31 (T 13N R 9W), Section 7
(TI3N R9W. ak.a. Isabella Mine), Section 23 (T 13N R 9W, a.k.a. Marquez Mine), Section 25 (T I3N
R 10W), and Section 19 (T 13N RO9W, a k.a. Poison Canvon Mine)

do not meet the environmental conditions that allow for the development of a “self-sustaining ecosystem’ as
defined m Rule 1. and put forth in Rule 5.7A of the New Mexico Mining Act. Some of these sites were
reclaimed in July 1994, so it is difficult to determine vegetation success. One season of growth in the areas under
evaluation docs not provide sufficient time to make this determination. The sites remain at a very early
successional stage and contain mostly weedy species or no species.

Based on oral communications with the operator. and on the inspected condition of these remaining reclaimed
sites as documented by this inspection report. it is clear that the operator has made an effort to complete the
required reclamation. It is recommended that the Director of MMD give a variance to Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation from meeting the deadline of September 30. 1995 for prior reclamation under the New Mexico
Mimng Act Rules for: the SW1/4 of Section 13 (T 13N R11W), Section {(T 13W R 9W), Section 31 (T 13N
R 9W), Section 7 (TI3N R 9W, a.k.a. Isabella Mine), Section 23 (T 13N R 9W, a.k.a. Marquez Mine), and
Section 19 (T 13N ROW, ak.a. Poison Canvon Mine) mine sites. This variance would stipulate that inspections
will be conducted by MMD during the late summer of 1997 at each of these remaining sites to determine if the
conditions necessary for development of a “sustainable ecosystem’ are then present on-site. and if any further
actions including (but not limited to) reseeding or intersceding bv the operator 1s necessary.

The Section 17 (T [5N R 9W) mine site was not adequately identitied by Santa Fe Pacitic Gold for inspection
by MMD. The Mining and Minerals Division attempted to locate the site, but was unable to do so. Therefore,
no inspection for prior reclamation status was made. This site could also be addressed under a variance.
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Poison Canyon Inspection Report

Date of Inspection:
August 16, 2000

Present during inspection:
MMD representatives: Karen Garcia, Holland Shepherd,
Newmont Mining Co. representatives: Joe Pollara

Background

Reclamation at the Poison Canyon Mine site occurred during the spring of 1994. Santa
Fe Pacific Gold, the company that owned the mine at that time, applied to the Mining and
Minerals Division (MMD) for a release from the New Mexico Mining Act NMMA)
under the Prior Reclamation provision in Subpart 510. After conducting an inspection in
September of 1995, MMD determined that the site could not be released at that time.
Santa Fe Pacific Gold then applied for a variance in May 1996 to allow more time for
their reclamation efforts to show results. MMD granted the variance on July 24, 1996 for
a period up to 5 years. In early summer of 2000, MMD was contacted by Newmont
Mining Company, who now owns the mine, to request an inspection by MMD for release
of the site.

On August 16, 2000, Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd of the Mining and Minerals
Division met with Joe Pollara a representative from Newmont Mining Company to
inspect and conduct vegetative surveys of the Poison Canyon Mine reclamation.

The site is located in Township 13N Range 9W Central portion of Section 19, about 15
miles north of Grants NM, (See attached map). The road going into the site disappears
near a large arroyo at a fence line about 2 mile from the actual mine site. It appears that
the roadbed had been built on top of an existing arroyo or drainage, and now has been
washed away and severely eroded.

The mine was a combination open pit and underground operation. The adit and shafts
were apparently covered, as we found no signs of their existence. We noted two main pit
areas along with two overburden piles that had been reclaimed and seeded. We began by
surveying the southern pit area.

Methodology and Results

The methodology used to conduct the vegetative survey included using random numbers
to pick a transect location in the reclaimed area. Then a random compass direction was
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chosen to determine direction of transect. A 100 ft. tape was used to obtain percent
relative cover data by identifying plant ‘hits’ every 2 ft. Five transects were run, four in
the southern pit and one in the southwest pit area. The survey results are shown on the
attached Vegetation Survey Results form. The statistical adequacy formula s*t%/(.1x)?
was used to ensure that an adequate number of transects had been conducted. In fact the
variability was so low that 3 transects would have been adequate.

In order to determine if seeding efforts were successful MMD must measure against
either a reference area or a technical standard agreed upon with the mine operator. In this
case the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Range Site Description (RSD) Sandy
(WP-2) was determined to be an appropriate standard. It was agreed that the percent
cover value at the site must be at least 75% of the RSD for perennial grasses and forbs.
The RSD contained a value of 18%, therefore, the site must have at least a 13.5% canopy
cover of perennial grasses and forbs. The survey results indicate an average cover of
34%, well over the minimum value required. The cover values ranged from 32% up to
40% canopy cover. Indian rice grass dominated the dryer upper slopes with western
wheat grass dominating the lower slightly wetter environments.

In addition, the site must contain a diversity of plant species indicative of a healthy and
stable plant community. Again, referring to the RSD as a guide, the site should contain at
least 2 cool season and 2 warm season grasses, as well at least one shrub and forb

species. As can be seen in the vegetative survey results, the site does meet the diversity
standard as well. Western Wheatgrass and Indian Rice grass being the cool season
grasses and Blue Grama and Sideoats Grama representing warm season grasses.

Overall, the site contains a well established four-wing saltbush (Atriplex spp.) western
wheatgrass (Pascopyrum Smithii)/ Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis) community. This is
consistent with the natural vegetation composition in the surrounding undisturbed areas
adjacent to the mine site. Though there is a small pocket of sunflower (Heliantus spp.),
an undesirable annual forb, persisting in the pit bottom, indications are that the sunflower
population has been receding and will continue to do so as it is replaced by more
permanent perennial species.

Erosion Control

The only area of concern that would inhibit classification as a site allowing for a self
sustaining ecosystem would be the presence of a very deep (4 ft) erosion gully now
encroaching into the reclamation area. The gully may have been caused by lack of
erosion control and maintenance of an old roadbed that was built at the time the mine was
active. The 1995 inspection report made mention of, ““...a few erosion features including
one that was significant”. Since there has been no erosion control or maintenance of the
site since the reclamation work in 1994, these erosion features are still present. The rills
and small gullys noted on side slopes of the pit area will, in all likelihood, fill in and
vegetate naturally. The large gully west of the pit, however, has the potential to continue
headcutting up into the reclaimed area.
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Recommendations

The results of the vegetative survey clearly show that the site meets the cover and
diversity standard agreed upon by MMD and the operator. Because the gully erosion at
the site may compromise the stability of the reclamation, it is the recommendation of this
inspector to have the operator take action to prevent the gully from causing further
damage in the area. This could be accomplished by bringing in a dozer to riprap the sides
and headcut portion of the gully. It would be of minimal cost and disturbance but would
ensure that the largely successful reclamation efforts made in the past would not be
negatively impacted. Once that is completed, it would be appropriate to release the site.

Attachments:

Vegetative Survey Results

Field Data Sheets
NRCS Range Site Description



Vegetative Survey Results
Poison Canyon
August 16, 2000

Summary

Transect #1 Transect#2 Transect#3 Transect#4 Transect#5
Perennial
grass/forbs | 32% 32% 40% 36% 30%
Litter 14% 2% 12% 12% 20%
Bareground | 54% 64% 48% 40% 50%

Key to Abbreviations Used in this Evaluation

Rock = Rock with diameter > 2 inches
BG = Bare Ground

Litter = Plant Litter

Agsm = Agropyrom smithii

Bogr = Bouteloua gracilis

Bocu = Bouteloua curtipendula

Atca = Atriplex canescens

Clse = Cleome serrulata

Orhy = Oryzopsis hymeniodes

P o« I ianthusannus

Pefo = unknown perennial forb






Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: P~ic~~ Canyon Mine Data Sheet No. 2 of 5

Date: 8/16/0C  T.ocation’ Bottom of South Pit Transect: 2 Degrees: 163

Line Length: 100 ft Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd

1. BG 21. BG 41. BG
2. BG 22. BG 42. BG
3. Rock 23. BG 43. Pefo
4. BG 24. BG 44. RG
5. Bocu 25. BG 45. by
6. BG 26. BG 46. Agsm
7. BG 27. Agsm 47. BG
8. BG 28. Orhy 48. BG
9. BG 29. Agsm 49, Litter
10. Orhy 30. Atca 50. BG
11. Orhy 31. Atca

12. Bocu 32. BG

13. Orhy 33. BG

14. BG 34. BG

15. Rock 35. BG

16. Atca 36. BG

17. Agsm 37. BG

18. Atca 38. BG

19. Atca 39. BG

20 RG 40. BG

Total Rock % 2

Total Bare Ground % 64

Total Plant Cover% __ 32 Perennial % __ °° _ Annual % 0
Total Litter % 2



Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: Pois~= 7 ~=-m RA- Data Sheet No. 3 of 5

————————

Date: 8/16/00  Location: _ Bottom of South Pit Transect: 3 Degrees:

Line Length: 100  Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd

123

1. BG 21. BG 41. Clse
2. Atca 22. BG 42. BG
3. Litter 23. BG 43. BG
4. BG 24. BG 44. Clse
5. Litter 25. Atca 45. BG
6. Atca 26. Bogr 46. BG
7. BG 27. BG 47. BG
8. BG 28. BG 48. BG
9. BG 29. BG 49. Litter
10. Atca 30. Agsm 50. BG
11. BG A1, RG

12. Bocu 5. pocu

13. BG 33. Atca

14. Bogr 34. Atca

15. Atca 35. Atca

16. Litter 36. Agsm

17. Orhy 37. Atca

18. Litter 38. Atca

19. BG 139 BG

20. Titter 40 Agsm

Total Rock % n

Total Bare Grouna v+~

Total Plant Cover % 4u rerennial % 40  Annual % 0
Total Litter % 12
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. RANGE SITE DESCRIPTION
| éection Il E, Technical Guide

A. SITE NO. D36-113-N Sandy (WP-2)

. B. PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES . o

This site usually occurs on level to gently sloping or undulating
: topagraphy of upland plains. Slopes average less than 10 percent.
Elevations range fram about 6,000 feet to just over 7,200 feet.

C. CLIMATIC FEATURES

1. Average annual precipitation varies from about 10 inches to
just aver 16 inches. Fluctuations ranging from about 5 inches to 25
inches are not uncommen. The overall climate is characterized by cold
dry winters in which winter moisture is less than summer. As much &s
half or more of the annual precipitation can be expected to come during
the per{od of July through September. Thus, fall conditions are often
more favorable for good growth of cool-season perennial grasses, shrubs,
and forbs than are those of spring.

2. The average frost-free season is about 120 days and extends
from approximately mid-May ta early or mid-September. Avarage annual
T air temperatures are 50° F. or lower, and summer maximums rarely exceed
: .f“\_ 100° F. Winter minimums typically approach or go below zero. Monthly
mean temperatures exceed 70° F, for the period of July and August.

3. Rainfall patterns generally favor warm-season perennial vegetation,
while the temperature regime tends to favor cool-season vegetation.
This creates a somewhat complex community of plants on a given range
site which is quite susceptible to disturbance and is at or near jts

proquctive potential only when both the natural warm- and caol-season
dominants are present.

. USOA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113=N 1 tnuary 1980
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0. SOILS

1. The soils of this site are moderately deep to deep, well drained,
and may or may not be calcareous throughout. Typically, the surface layer is
a sandy Yoam, fine sandy Toam, or Joamy fine sand at least 5 or 6 inches thick
over sandy loam to clay loam subsoils. Permeability is moderately slow to
moderately rapid, and the available water capacity is moderate to high.

3

The soils of this site are subject to soil blowing.
2. Characteristic soils are:

Telescepe loamy fine sand
3. Other soils included are:

Royosa fine sand

~ .

')A, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113-N 2 -z January 1980
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E. POTENTIAL NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITY

1. This site is characterized by both warm= and cool-season grasses,
\ scattered shrubs, hq]f-shrgbs, §nd forbs. Blue grama and western yheatgrass
are co-dominants, with Indian ricegrass and drapseed closely associated.
Principal shrubs and half-shrubs include fourwing saltbush, winterfat, and
sand sagebrush. Rocky Mountain beeplant is often the most noticeable forb.
Broom spakeweed is most common in certain wet years and when the plant community
deteriarates from its potential, .

2. Composition of Potential Plant Community

Approximate percentage of total annual herbage production.

(Shrubs, half-shrubs,

vines and trees)
Grasses _and Grasslike - 75-85% Woody - 'N-15% Forbs = 5-10%
Western wheatgrass 15-20 Fourwing sa:tbush) 5-10 Perennials
Blue grama 25-30 Winterfat ) Annuals
Indian ricegrass 5-10 - Bigelow sagebrush 1-5
Needleandthread ) Broom snakeweed )
Bottlebrush squirreltail) 5<10 . Rabbitbrush ) L
gedesxico feat;ergrass ) Sand sagebrush )]—3
and dropseed i :
P AL 10-15 Spineless horsebrush)
Galleta 1-5
Ring muhly ) I
Sandhill muhly ) 3-5
alse buffalograss )
==, hreeawns spp. ) 1-5
Black grama i-5
Spike muhly 1-3

— Ca)
w0

3. Canopy Crver

Shrubs and half-shrubs ~ 5% (@ <Y -'—’

4. G-=-~d Cover (Average Percent of Surface Area)

Grasses, grassiike, farb - > <::::Eiz:::>
Bare ground ares ég = T ci®
]

Surface grave]

Surface cobble and stones 0

Litter = percent of areg 12
av. depth in en. 2

F.  TOTAL ANNUAL HERBAGE PRODUCTION (Air-

dry, 1bs./ac.)

Favorable years -~ gsg (Aver
age
Unfavorable years - azs (Avega;

)

=7 USDA, SCS, NM MLRA ‘36-113~N 3 January 1980

Gvn-4  9i0/210°4 020-1 + ¥4 WdG:2l 00-5{-9nv




. £T°
L &hd _ %66 +
SN

PHONE NO. : s@s og
7 7849 Aus. 14 20090 g3:35PM pgq
SITE INTERPRETATIONS
1. Grazing ’
. This site is'suitab1e for ¢ ~-zing by most kinds and classes of livestock
© 1n a)) seasons of the year but ' poarly suited for continhudus year-long
uUnder such use, )

. grazing i1f potential natural vegetation {s to be maintained.
cool~season grasses, such as western wheatgrass, Indjan ricegrass, and needleancthread,

may decline or even disappear. If use is heavy and prolonged, many of the

more palatable warm-season spe vi1l also decline. The site in a typically
deteriorated candition may be sterized by low-vigor, sod-l1ike blue grama
and; possibly some galleta. Fu deterioration is characterized by increasing
amqunts of bare ground, increa n ring muhly, sandhill muhly, threeawns and
rabbitbrush, and by certain ar forbs. Production in these instances may

be cut to one-third or less of patential, and soil blowing may cecome
sevara, The site, fn certain nces, is subject to invasion by woody

specfes such as pinyon pine ar iiper.

2. NWood Proghirts

This site has no signifi ralue for wood praducts.

3. Habitat for Wildlif

tat which supports a resident animal community
antelope, kit fox, badger, desert cottentail,

garoo rat, white-throated woodrat, Botta's

,, Northern grasshepper mouse, ferruginous

. This range site provides

that is characterized by pror

\ spotted ground squirrel, Ord'
. pocket gopher, plains pocket

PIateas Mhiptaiy, Shoreonorm ke aoefoet toxd, Eastern fence fzard,
: Comman raven and prairi: :on hunt aover the site,
: 4. fvdrologic Interpr ns
; Soil Serfas Hydralegic Groups

Telescope 8
Royosa fine sand A
Runoff curve numbers are det ed by field investigations using hydrologic

Cover conditions and hydrolc 01l groups.
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§. ©~~waation and Natrv2l Beauty

This site offers fair potential for hiking, horseback riding, nature

observation, photography, camping, and picnicking.
potential for hunting of prongnorn antelope.

SE:CT

BRBZ-ST-9Ny

Aug. 14 2008 ©3:48PM . _

It offers good to excellent

In years of favorable maisture, colorful wildflowers dot the landscape.

6. Endangered Plants ang Animals

To be added as reliable information becomes available.

Fourwing saltbush -
Black grama
Bottlebrush squirreltail

(b) Antelope and Sheep

Primary

interfat
Bigelow sagebrush
Western wheatgrass
Indian ricegrass
Fourwing saltbush
Most perennial forbs

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113-N

3l0/p10°d  020-L

Most perennial forbs

Secandarv

Blue gramd

New Mexico feathergrass
Needleandthread
Threeawns spp.
Dropseeds

False buffalograss

Low Valug

Broom suakeweed

Rabbitbrus

h

Sand sagebrush
Sandhill muhly
Spineless harsebrush

-0y

uary 1980

Nd8S: 21

H. OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION
1. Guide to Suggested Initia] Stocking Rate Acres =~~~ Animal Unit Month
Range Canditfion Ar/Aum
Excellent (700-78) 3.6-4.7
Good (75-51) 4.5-7.0
Fair (50-26) 6.8-12.0
Poor (25-0) 12.0+
2. Relative Quality of Plants for Animal Use 1/
(a) Cattle ‘
Primary -Secondary Low Value
Westarn wheatgrass Blue grama Broom snakeweed
Indian ricegrass * Galleta Rabbitbrush
Needleandthread Bigelow sagebrush SpineTess harsebrush
New Mexico feathergrass Sand dropseed Sandhill muhly
Winterfat Threeawns spp. Ring muhly

06-5(-ony
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1. IDENTIFICATION AND AUTHORIZATION
1.  USDA SCS o
Albuguergue, NM
MLRA 36
2. Field Officas: ’
Reserve

Magdalena/Quemado

3. Field Office Sample Location

4. Appraved:

4@” -y éZ/f/fi
State Rgnge Conservationist Date

74

ﬂmﬂzﬂ%ﬁédzg_gég/m
WTSC Range Conservatiodist /Dat
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. . i Janbary 1980 .
§70-4  8l0/5(0'd  020-L .
-H0¥4  WdeS:zi  0o-5l-onv



- 91 66 + S£:€1 @ge -ony
. - :
o, !
M NRCS GRANTS FO PHONE NO. : S&5 287 7p49 Aug. 14 280@ B3:41PM P7?
- Legend and Definitions far Range Site Descriptions.
] ; ] imal preference for
] ing system provides general guidance as to anima :
N Y ;qzitr:;;2g95¥ It glso indicates possible cgmpet1t1ogag;::eggoglz?;eozo
) 3 i erenca ¢ _
animals for the varjous plants. Grazing prefer s, Upos plant palatability
i lace to place, depending upon the animals, upon p _
~ g;genzggigive va]ug, stage of growth and season of use, relative a?*nagnge,
and associated plants. Grazing preference does not necessarily reflec
] plant's ecological place in the climax plant community.
The following definitions apply ta cattle, sheep, goats, deer, and antelope
. grazing:
. . i lant
Primary: These species generally decrease when_the climax p
community is subjected to continucus heavy grazing pressure by the
animals listed. These species are normally grazed flyst and preferred
by the designated grazing animals when given free choice.
Secondary: These plants usually increase initia11y! then decrease
when the site is subjectad to continuous heavy grazing use.by the
animals 1isted. These plants are narmally grazed after primary
plants become scarce under free choice, or along with them under
intensive grazing systems.
Low Value: These plants continue to increase with heavy, continuous
grazing use of the site. These plants are not normally grazed unti?
primary and secondary species are gone and animals are forced to eat
them. )
.\/“
' USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36~113-N 7 January 1980
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Poison Canyon Inspection Report

Date of Inspection:
August 16, 2000

Present during inspection:
MMD representatives: Karen Garcia, Holland Shepherd,
Newmont Mining Co. representatives: Joe Pollara

Background

Reclamation at the Poison Canyon Mine site occurred during the spring of 1994. Santa
Fe Pacific Gold, the company that owned the mine at that time, applied to the Mining and
Minerals Division (MMD) for a release from the New Mexico Mining Act (NMMA)
under the Prior Reclamation provision in Subpart 510. After conducting an inspection in
September of 1995, MMD determined that the site could not be released at that time.
Santa Fe Pacific Gold then applied for a variance in May 1996 to allow more time for
their reclamation efforts to show results. MMD granted the variance on July 24, 1996 for
a period up to 5 years. In early summer of 2000, MMD was contacted by Newmont
Mining Company, who now owns the mine, to request an inspection by MMD for release
of the site.

On August 16, 2000, Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd of the Mining and Minerals
Division met with Joe Pollara a representative from Newmont Mining Company to
inspect and conduct vegetative surveys of the Poison Canyon Mine reclamation.

The site is located in Township 13N Range 9W Central portion of Section 19, about 15
miles north of Grants NM, (See attached map). The road going into the site disappears
near a large arroyo at a fence line about 2 mile from the actual mine site. It appears that
the roadbed had been built on top of an existing arroyo or drainage, and now has been
washed away and severely eroded.

The mine was a combination open pit and underground operation. The adit and shafts
were apparently covered, as we fc  d no signs of their existence. We noted two main pit
areas along with two overburden piles that had been reclaimed and seeded. We began by
surveying the southern pit area.

Methodology and Results

The methodology used to conduct the vegetative survey included using random numbers
to pick a transect location in the reclaimed area. Then a random compass direction was
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chosen to determine direction of transect. A 100 ft. tape was used to obtain percent
relative cover data by identifying plant ‘hits’ every 2 ft. Five transects were run, four in
the southern pit and one in the southwest pit area. The survey results are shown on the
attached Vegetation Survey Results form. The statistical adequacy formula st%/(.1X)?
was used to ensure that an adequate number of transects had been conducted. In fact the
variability was so low that 3 transects would have been adequate.

In order to determine if seeding efforts were successful MMD must measure against
either a reference area or a technical standard agreed upon with the mine operator. In this
case the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Range Site Description (RSD) Sandy
(WP-2) was determined to be an appropriate standard. It was agreed that the percent
cover value at the site must be at least 75% of the RSD for perennial grasses and forbs.
The RSD contained a value of 18%, therefore, the site must have at least a 13.5% canopy
cover of perennial grasses and forbs. The survey results indicate an average cover of
34%, well over the minimum value required. The cover values ranged from 32% up to
40% canopy cover. Indian rice grass dominated the dryer upper slopes with western
wheat grass dominating the lower slightly wetter environments.

In addition, the site must contain a diversity of plant species indicative of a healthy and
stable plant community. Again, referring to the RSD as a guide, the site should contain at
least 2 cool season and 2 warm season grasses, as well at least one shrub and forb
species. As can be seen in the vegetative survey results, the site does meet the diversity
standard as well. Western Wheatgrass and Indian Rice grass being the cool season
grasses and Blue Grama and Sideoats Grama representing warm season grasses.

Overall, the site contains a well established four-wing saltbush (4triplex spp.) western
wheatgrass (Pascopyrum Smithii)/ Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis) community. This is
consistent with the natural vegetation composition in the surrounding undisturbed areas
adjacent to the mine site. Though there is a small pocket of sunflower (Heliantus spp.),
an undesirable annual forb, persisting in the pit bottom, indications are that the sunflower
population has been receding and will continue to do so as it is replaced by more
permanent perennial species.

Erosion Control

The only area of concern that would inhibit classification as a site allowing for a self
sustaining ecosystem would be the presence of a very deep (4 ft) erosion gully now
encroaching into the reclamation area. The gully may have been caused by lack of

« oncontrol and main 1ance of an old roadbed that was builtat tt tin ne was
active. The 1995 inspection report made mention of, “...a few erosion features including
one that was significant”. Since there has been no erosion control or maintenance of the
site since the reclamation work in 1994, these erosion features are still present. The rills
and small gullys noted on side slopes of the pit area will, in all likelihood, fill in and
vegetate naturally. The large gully west of the pit, however, has the potential to continue
headcutting up into the reclaimed area.
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Recommendations

The results of the vegetative survey clearly show that the site meets the cover and
diversity standard agreed upon by MMD and the operator. Because the gully erosion at
the site may compromise the stability of the reclamation, it is the recommendation of this
inspector to have the operator take action to prevent the gully from causing further
damage in the area. This could be accomplished by bringing in a dozer to riprap the sides
and headcut portion of the gully. It would be of minimal cost and disturbance but would
ensure that the largely successful reclamation efforts made in the past would not be
negatively impacted. Once that is completed, it would be appropriate to release the site.

Attachments:

Vegetative Survey Resulits
Field Data Sheets
NRCS Range Site Description



Vegetative Survey Results

Poison Canyon
August 16, 2000

Summary

Transect#1 Transect#2 Transect#3 Transect#4 Transect#5
Perennial
grass/forbs 32% 32% 40% 36% 30%
Litter 14% 2% 12% 12% 20%
Bareground | 54% 64% 48% 40% 50%

Key to Abbreviations Used in this Evaluation

Rock = Rock with diameter > 2 inches
BG = Bare Ground

Litter = Plant Litter

Agsm = Agropyrom smithii

Bogr = Bouteloua gracilis

Bocu = Bouteloua curtipendula

Atca = Atriplex canescens

Clse = Cleome serrulata

Orhy = Oryzopsis hymeniodes

Hean = Helianthus annus

Pefo = unknown perennial forb



Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: ___ Poison Canyon Mine Data SheetNo. 1 of ¢

Date: 8/1€'"  Location: __Bottom of South Pit Transect: 1 Degrees: _ 77

Line Length: 100 ft Investigators: Karen and Garcia and Holland Shepherd

1. BG 21. Litter 41. Bocu
2. Bogr 22. Litter 42. Bocu
3. BG 23. BG 43. BG
4. Orhy 24, Litter 44. Bocu
5. Atca 25 RG 45. BG
6. Bogr 26. oG 46. BG
7. BG 27. BG 47. BG
R Roen 28. BG 48. Litter
v. BG 29. Agsm 49. Bocu
10. BG 30. Agsm 50. Litter
11. BG 31. BG

12. BG 32. Litter

13. BG 33. Litter

14. BG 34. BG

15. BG 35. BG

16. BG 36. BG

17. Orhy 37. Atca

18. Orhy 38. BG .

19. Orhy B 39. BG

20. Orhy 40. Bogr

Total Rock % 0
Total Bare Ground % 54

Total Plant Cover % 32 Perennial % 32 Annual % 0

Total Litter % 14












Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: Poison Canyon Mine Data Sheet No. 5 of 5

Date: 8/16/00  Location: _Bottom of Southwest Pit Transect: __5 Degrees:

Line Length: 100 ft Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd

241

1. Litter 21 Aoem 41. DO
2. BG 2..o80 42. BG
3. BG 23.BG 43. BG
4. Orhy 24. BG 44. BG
5. Litter 25.BG 45. BG
6. BG 26. Agsm 46. Orhy
7. BG 27. Litter 47. BG
8. BG 28. Litter 48. BG
9. BG 29. Litter 49. Bocu
10. BG 30. BG 50. Litter
11. Litter 31. Agsm
12. BG 32. Agsm
13. Litter 33. Agsm
14. BG 34. BG
15.BG 35. Agsm
16. Agsm 36 Titter
17. Agsm 37. vrny
18. BG 38. Orhy
19. BG 39. Orhy
20. BG 40. Orhy
Total Rock % 0
Total Bare Ground % 50
Total Plant Cover % 30 Perennial % 30 Annual %

Total Litter% _ °"
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RANGE STTE DESCRIPTION
Section II E, Technical Guide

A. SITE NO. D36-113-N Sandy (WP-2)

B. PHYSIDGRAPHIC FEATURES o T

This site usually accurs on level to gently sloping or undulating
topography of upland plains. Slopes average lass than 10 percent.
Elevations range from about 6,000 feet.to just over 7,200 feet.

€. CLIMATIC FEATURES

1. Average annual precipitation varies from abcut~10 inches to
just aver 16 inches. Fluctuations ranging from about 5 inches to 25
inches are not uncommen. The overall climate is characterized by cold
dry winters in which winter moisture is less than summer. As much as
half or more of the annual precipitation can be expected to come during
the perfod of July through September. Thus, fall conditions are often

more favorable for good growth of cool-season psrennial grasses, shrubs,
and forbs than are those of spring.

2. The average frost-free season is about 120 days and extends
from approximately mid-May tae early or mid-September. Average annual
air temperatures are 50° F. or lower, and summer maximums rarely exceed
100° F. MWinter minimums typically approach or go below zero. Monthly
mean temperatures exceed 70° F, for the period of July and August.

3. Rainfall patterns generally favor warm~season perennial vegetation,
while the temperature regime tends to favor cool-season vegetation.
This creates a somewhat complex community of plants on a given range
site which is quite susceptible to disturbance and is at or near jts

productive potential only when both the natural warm~ and cool-season
dominants are present.

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113=N 1 January 1980
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0. SOILS
1. The soils of this site are moderately deep to deep, well drained, 3"5\§
and may or may not be calcareous throughout. Typically, the surface layer is
a sandy loam, tine sandy loam, or loamy fine sand at least 5 or 6 inches thick
over sandy loam to clay loam subsoils. Permeability is moderately slow to
moederately rapid, and the ava{lable water capacity is moderate to high. .
The soils of this site are subject to soil blowing.
2. Characteristic soils are:
Telescope loamy fine sand
3. Other soils included are:

Royesa fine sand

L.

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 31 i13-N 2 2.1 January 1980
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E. PDTENTIAL NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITY
-\. 1. This site is characterized by both warm- and caol~season grasses,
\ scattered shrubs, half-shrubs, §nd farbs. Blue grama and western Yhea;grass
are co-dominants, with Indian ricegrass and dropseed closely associated.

Principal shrubs and half-shrubs include fourwing saltbush, winterfat, and

sanhd sagabrush.

Rocky Mountain beeplant is often the most noticeable forb.

Broom snakeweed is most common in certain wet years and when the plant community
deterigrates from its potential, .

2. Cemnnsition of Potential Plant Community

Approximate percentage of total annual herbage production.

Grasses and Grasslike - 75-85%

(Shrubs, half-shrubs,
vines and trees)

Woody - 10-15% Forbs = 5-10%

Western wheatgrass 15-20 Fourwing saltbush, 5-10 Perennials 3-8
Blue grama 25-30 Winterfat Annuals 1-5
Indian ricegrass 5-10 Bigelow sagebrush 1-5
Needleandthread ) Broom snakeweed )
Bottlebrush squirreltail) 5410 Rabbitbrush )1_3 .
New Mexico feathergrass ) Sand sagebrush D)
Sand dropseed ) 10-15 Spineless horsebrush)
Spike dropseed ) ‘
Galleta 1-5
Ring muhly ) a
Sandhill muhly ) 35
alse buffalograss )
i hreeawns spp. ) 1-5
Black grama 1-5
Spike muhly 1-3
3. Canapy Cover
Shrubs and half-shrubs - 5% (@ 2<% —s 3.?s%
4. Ground fover (Average Percent of Surface Area)
Grasses, grassiike, farbs 18 2 7% ——(,3.5%
Bare ground 69
Surface gravel ]
Surface cobble and stones 0
Litter = percent of area 12
av. depth in em. 2

F. TOTAL ANNUAL HERBAGE PRODUCTION (A7r-

Favorable

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA -3

thn.d ainszin d N72N=|

years = 850 (Average
Unfavorable years - 325 (Avega;

13-N

dry, 1bs./ac.)

January 1980
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G. SITE INTERPRETATIONS

1. Grazing

This site {s suitable for grazing by most kinds and classes of livestock
in a)) seasons of the year but is poarly suited for continuous year-long
grazing 1f potential natural vegetation is to be maintained. Under such use,
cool-season grasses, such as western wheatgrass, Indjan ricegrass, and needleancthread,
may decline or even disappear. If use is heavy and prolonged, many of the
more palatable warm-season species will also decline. The site in a typically
deteriorated condition may be characterized by low~vigor, sod-like blue grama
and: possibly some galleta. Further deterioration is characterized by increasing
amqunts of bare ground, increases in ring muhly, sandhill muhly, threeawns and
rabbitbrush, and by certain annual forbs. Production in these instances may
be cut to one-third or less of the potential, and soil blowing may become
severe, The site, fn certain instances, is subject to invasion by woody
species such as pinyon pine and juniper.

2. ¥aod Products
This site has no significant value for wood praducts.

3. Habitat for Wildlife

. This range site provides habitat which supports a resident animal community
that is characterized by pronghorn antelope, kit fox, badger, desert cottentail,
spotted ground squirrel, Ord's kangaroo rat, white-throated woodrat, Botta's
pocket gopher, plains pocket mouse, Northern grasshopper mouse, ferruginays e
hawk, mourning dove, meadowlark, plains spadefoot toad, Eastern fence 1izard b
plateau whiptajl, short-horned lizard and prairie rattlesnake. '

Common raven and prairie falcon hunt over the site,

4. Hvdrologic Interpretations

.
.

Sril Serias Hydralegic Groups
Telescope 8
Royosa fine sand A

Runoff curve numbers are determined by field invest

Cover conditions and hydrologic sofl groups. garions using hydrologic

py 38113 4 | - January 1980 i »
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9. Recrea*i~p and Natural Beauty
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This site offers fair potential for hiking, horseback riding, nature

observation, photography, camping, and picnicking.
potential far hunting of prongnorn antejope.

It offers good to excellent

In years of favorable moisture, colorful wildflowers dot the landscape.

6. Endangered Plants and Animals

To be added as reliable information becomes available.

H. OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION

1. Guide ta Suggested Initial Stn~king P-~*2 Acres per Animal Unit Maonth

°-nge Condition Ac/Aum
Excellent (700-76) 3.6-4.7
Good (75-31) 4.5-7.0
Fair (50-28) 6.8~12.0
Poor (25-0) 12.0+

2. Relative Quality of Plants for Animal Use

(a) Cattle

Prima - -Secondar
Wester. wheatgrass Blue grama
Indian ricegrass Galleta

Needleandthread Bigelow sagebrush
New Mexico feathergrass Sand dropseed
Winterfat Threeawns spp.
Fourwing saltbush - Most perennial forbs
Black grama

Bottliebrush squirreitail

(b) Antelope and Sheep

Primar Secondar
Winterfat BTue goana

Bigelaw sagebrush
Western wheatgrass

Indian ricegrass Threeawns spp.

Fourwing saltbush Dropseeds
Most perennial forbs
USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 35-113-N 5

AtAraiA ATA_ 1

New Mexico feathergrass
Needleandthread

1/

Low Value

Broom snakeweed
Rabbitbrush
Spineless harsebrush
Sandhill muhly

Ring muhly

False buffalograss

Low Value

Broom snakeweed
Rabbitbrush

Sand sagebrush
Sandhill muhly
Spineless harsebri

January 1! )
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I. IDENTIFICATION AND AUTHQRIZATION
1. USDA SCS
Albuguerque, NM
MLRA 36
2. Field Offices:

Reserve
Magdalena/Quemada

3. Field Office Sample Location

4. Approved:

/_f/fﬁ
e Conservationist

Qmmm!%ﬁ,éa%_gé%
W T SC Range Conservatiornist /Dat

USDA, SCS,” NM MLRA 36-113-N - B

. .+ Janbary 1980 "
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Legend and Definitions far Range Site Descriptions.

1/ This rating system provides general guidance as to animal preference for

LN - plant species. It also indicates passible competition between kinds of
animals for the varjous plants. Grazing preference changes from time tg "
~— time and place to place, depending upcon the animals, upon plant palatabiTity

and nutritive value, stage of growth and season of use, relative abundance,

- and associated plants. Grazing prefaerence does not_necessarily reflect a
- plant's ecological place in the climax plant community.

. The following definitions apply to cattle, sheep, geats, deer, and antelope
. grazing:

Primary: These species generally decrease when the c¢)imax plant
community is subjected to continusus heavy grazing pressure by the
animals listed. These species are normally grazed first and preferrad
by the designated grazing animals when given free choice.

Seconrda»v: These plants usually increase initially, then decrease
when wwe site is subjectad to continuous heavy grazing use by the
animals listed. These plants are normally grazed after primary

plants become scarce under free choice, or aleong with them under
intensive grazing systems.

Low Value: These plants continue to increase with heavy, continuous
grazing use of the site. These plants are not normally grazed unti}

g;imary and secondary species are gone and animals are forced to eat
em. ’

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113~N 7 January 1980
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Poison Canyon Inspection Report

Date of Inspection:
August 16, 2000

Present during inspection:
MMD representatives: Karen Garcia, Holland Shepherd,
Newmont Mining Co. representatives: Joe Pollara

Background

Reclamation at the Poison Canyon Mine site occurred during the spring of 1994. Santa
Fe Pacific Gold, the company that owned the mine at that time, applied to the Mining and
Minerals Division (MMD) for a release from the New Mexico Mining Act (NMMA)
under the Prior Reclamation provision in Subpart 510. After conducting an inspection in
September of 1995, MMD determined that the site could not be released at that time.
Santa Fe Pacific Gold then applied for a variance in May 1996 to allow more time for
their reclamation efforts to show results. MMD granted the variance on July 24, 1996 for
a period up to 5 years. In early summer of 2000, MMD was contacted by Newmont
Mining Company, who now owns the mine, to request an inspection by MMD for release
of the site.

On August 16, 2000, Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd of the Mining and Minerals
Division met with Joe Pollara a representative from Newmont Mining Company to
inspect and conduct vegetative surveys of the Poison Canyon Mine reclamation.

The site is located in Township 13N Range 9W Central portion of Section 19, about 15
miles north of Grants NM, (See attached map). The road going into the site disappears
near a large arroyo at a fence line about 2 mile from the actual mine site. It appears that
the roadbed had been built on top of an existing arroyo or drainage, and now has been
washed away and severely eroded.

The mine was a combination open pit and underground operation. The adit and shafts
were apparently covered, as we found no signs of their existence. We noted two main pit
areas along with two overburden piles that had been reclaimed and seeded. We began by
surveying the southern pit area.

Methodology and Results

The methodology used to conduct the vegetative survey included using random numbers
to pick a transect location in the reclaimed area. Then a random compass direction was



Poison Canvon
Inspectior. ..cport
August ~)00

chosen to determine direction of transect. A 100 ft. tape was used to obtain percent
relative cover data by identifying plant ‘hits’ every 2 ft. Five transects were run, four in
the southern pit and one in the southwest pit area. The survey results are shown on the
attached Vegetation Survey Results form. The statistical adequacy formula s?/(.1x)?
was used to ensure that an adequate number of transects had been conducted. In fact the
variability was so low that 3 transects would have been adequate.

In order to determine if seeding efforts were successful MMD must measure against
either a reference area or a technical standard agreed upon with the mine operator. In this
case the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Range Site Description (RSD) Sandy
(WP-2) was determined to be an appropriate standard. It was agreed that the percent
cover value at the site must be at least 75% of the RSD for perennial grasses and forbs.
The RSD contained a value of 18%, therefore, the site must have at least a 13.5% canopy
cover of perennial grasses and forbs. The survey results indicate an average cover of
34%, well over the minimum value required. The cover values ranged from 32% up to
40% canopy cover. Indian rice grass dominated the dryer upper slopes with western
wheat grass dominating the lower slightly wetter environments.

In addition, the site must contain a diversity of plant species indicative of a healthy and
stable plant community. Again, referring to the RSD as a guide, the site should contain at
least 2 cool season and 2 warm season grasses, as well at least one shrub and forb

species. As can be seen in the vegetative survey results, the site does meet the diversity
standard as well. Western Wheatgrass and Indian Rice grass being the cool season
grasses and Blue Grama and Sideoats Grama representing warm season grasses.

Overall, the site contains a well established four-wing saltbush (Atriplex spp.) western
wheatgrass (Pascopyrum Smithii)/ Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis) community. This is
consistent with the natural vegetation composition in the surrounding undisturbed areas
adjacent to the mine site. Though there is a small pocket of sunflower (Heliantus spp.),
an undesirable annual forb, persisting in the pit bottom, indications are that the sunflower
population has been receding and will continue to do so as it is replaced by more
permanent perennial species.

Erosion Control

The only area of concern that would inhibit classification as a site allowing for a self
sustaining ecosystem would be the presence of a very deep (4 ft) erosion gully now
encroaching into the reclamation area. The gully may have been caused by lack of
erosion control and maintenance of an old roadbed that was built at the time the mine was
active. The 1995 inspection report made mention of, “...a few erosion features including
one that was significant”. Since there has been no erosion control or maintenance of the
site since the reclamation work in 1994, these erosion features are still present. The rills
and small gullys noted on side slopes of the pit area will, in all likelihood, fill in and
vegetate naturally. The large gully west of the pit, however, has the potential to continue
headcutting up into the reclaimed area.



Poison " inyon
Inspection Report
August 2000

Recommendations

The results of the vegetative survey clearly show that the site meets the cover and
diversity standard agreed upon by MMD and the operator. Because the gully erosion at
the site may compromise the stability of the reclamation, it is the recommendation of this
inspector to have the operator take action to prevent the gully from causing further
damage in the area. This could be accomplished by bringing in a dozer to riprap the sides
and headcut potion of the gully. It would be of minimal cost and disturbance but would
ensure that the largely successful reclamation efforts made in the past would not be
negatively impacted. Once that is completed, the site could be released.

Attachments:

Vegetative Survey Results
Field Data Sheets
NRCS Range Site Description



Vegetative Survey Results
Poison Canyon
August 16, 2000

Summary

Transect#1 Transect#2 Transect#3 Transect #4 Transect # 5
Perennial
grass/forbs 32% 32% 40% 36% 30%
Litter 14% 2% 12% 12% 20%
Bareground | 54% 64% 48% 40% 50%

Key to Abbreviations Used in this Evaluation

Rock = Rock with diameter > 2 inches
BG = Bare Ground

Litter = Plant Litter

Agsm = Agropyrom smithii

Bogr = Bouteloua gracilis

Bocu = Bouteloua curtipendula

Atca = Atriplex canescens

Clse = Cleome serrulata

Orhy = Oryzopsis hymeniodes

Hean = Helianthus annus

Pefo = unknown perennial forb



Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: _ Poison Canyon Mine ~ Data Sheet No. 1 of 5
Date: 8/16/00  Location: __P~*~n of South Pit _Transect: '_ _ Degrees: 73
Line Length: 100 ft Investigators: Karen and Garcia and Holland Shepherd
1. BG 21. Litter 41 Rany
2. Boor 27 Litter 4,. pucu
3. Bu 25. 8G 43. BG
4. Orhy 24. Litter 44, Bocu
5. Atca 25. BG 45. BG
6. Bogr 26. BG 46. BG
7. BG 27. BG 47. BG
8. Bocu 28. BG 48. Litter
9. BG 29. Agsm 49. Bocu
10. BG 30. Agsm 50. Litter
11. BG 31. BG

12. BG 32. Litter

13. BG 33. Litter

14. BG 34. BG

15. BG 35. BG

16. BG 36. BG

17. Orhy 37. Atca

1% Orhy 3R RG

1v. Orhy 59 pu

20. Orhy | 40. Bogr

Total Rock % 0
Total Bare Ground % >4

Total Plant Cover % 32 Perennial % 32 Annual % 0

Total Litter % 14



Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: _ Poison Canyon Mine Data SheetNo. 2 of 5
Date: _8/1€¢/™ __ Location: Bottom of South Pit Transect: 2 Degrees: __ 163
Line Length: """ ft Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd
1. BG z1. BG 41. BG
2. BG 22. BG 42. BG
3. Rock RTINS 43. Pefo
4. BG 4. DU 44, BG
5. Bocu 25. BG 45. BG
6. BG 26. BG 46 Agsm
7. BG 27. Agsm 4,. BG
R BG 28. Orhy 48. RG
v. BG 29. Agsm 49. Litter
10. Orhy 30. Atca 50. BG
11. Orhy 31. Atca

12. Bocu 32. BG

13. Orhy 33. BG

14. BG 34. BG

15. Rock 35. BG

16. Atca 36. BG

17. Agsm 37. BG

18. Atca 38. BG

19. Atca 39. BG

20. BG 40. BG

Total Rock % 2
Total Bare Ground % o~

Total Plant Cover % 32 Perennial % °7 Annual % 0

Total Litter % 2




Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: __ Poison Canyon Mine Data Sheet No. 3 of 5
Date: 8/16/00  Location: _____ P-~ttomr ~* S~ Pit Transect: __3 Degrees: 123
Line Length: '~"  Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd
1. DU 21. BG 41. Clse
2. Atca 22. BG 42. BG
3. Litter 23. BG 43. BG
4. BG 24. BG 44. Clse
5. Litter 25. Atca 45. BG

A Atca 26. Bogr 46. BG

. BG 27. BG 47. BG
8. BG 28. BG 48. BG
9. BG 29. BG 49. Litter
10. Atce 30. Agsm 50. BG
11. BG 31. BG

12. Bocu 32. Bocu

13. BG 33. Atca

4. Bogr 34. Atca

15. Atca 35. Atca

16. Litter 36. Agsm

17. Qrhv 37. Atca

18. Liuer 38. Atca

19. BG 39. BG

20. Litter 40. Agsm

Total Rock % 0

Total Bare Ground %  °~

Total Plant Cover % 4u rerennial % 40  Annual % 0
Total Litter % 12




Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data Collection Form

Site Name: __ Poison Canyon Mine Data Sheet No. 4 of _ 5
Date: 8/16/00  Location: Prttnme ~£Cnnel Dt Transect: 4 Degrees: 140
Line Length: 100  Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd
1. BG 21. Agsm 41. Agsm
2. BG 22. Agsm 42. Litter
3. BG 23. Agsm 43 Litter
4 BG 24. BG 44. Agsm
>. BG 25. Agsm 45. BG
6. BG 26. Hean 46. Agsm
7. BG 27. Clse 47. Litter
8. Bogr 28. Hean 48. Litter
9. Bogr 29. Hean 49. BG
10. Litter 30. Hean 50. BG
11. Atca 31. BG

12. BG 37  Hean

13. BG 3. RG )

14. Littex 4. DU T
15. BG 35. BG

16. Atca 36. BG

17. Atca 37. Agsm

18. Atca 38. BG

19. Atca 39. Agsm

20. Atca 40. BG

Total Rock % 0

Total Bare Ground % 40

Total Plant Cover % 46 Perennial % 36 Annual % 10
Total Litter % 12




Mining and Minerals Division
Vegetation Data _ollection Form

Site Name: __ Mriomm Snerens kbt _ Data SheetNo. £ of _5

Date: 8/16/00  Location: _Bottom of Southwest Pit Transect: _ 5 Degrees: 241

Line Length: 100 ft Investigators: Karen Garcia and Holland Shepherd

1. Litter 21. Agsm 41. BG
2. BG 22.BG 42. BG
3. BG 23.BG 43, BG
4. Orhy 24. BG 44. BG
5. Litter 25.BG 45. BG
6. BG 26. Agsm 44 Orhvy
7. BG 27. Litter 4/. DU
8. BG 28. Litter 48. BG
9. BG 29. Litter 49. Bocu
10. BG 30. BG 50. Litter
11. Litter 31. Agsm

12. BG 32. Agsm

13 Litter 33. Agsm

14. BG 34. BG

15. BG 35. Agsm

16. Agsm 36. Litter

17. Agsm 37. Orhy

18. BG 38. Orhy

19. BG 39. Orhy

20. BG 40. Orhy

Total Rock % 0

Total Bare Ground % 50

Total Plant Cover % 30 Perennial % 30 Annual %

Total Litter % "0
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—“:~- RANGE SITE DESCRIPTION
A éect1on Il E, Technical Guide

A. SITE NO. D36-113-N Sandy (WP-2)

. B. PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES

This site usually occurs on level to gently sloping or undulating
topography of upland plains. Slapes average less than 10 percent.
Elevations range from about 6,000 feet to just over 7,200 feet.

C. CLIMATIC FEATURES

1. Average annua) precipitation varies from about 10 inches to
just aver 16 inches. Fluctuations ranging from about S inches to 25
inches are not uncommon. The overall climate is characterized by cold
dry winters in which winter moisture is less than summer. As much as
half or more of the annual precipitation can be expected to come during
the period of July through September. Thus, fall conditions are often
more favorable for good growth of cool~season perennial grasses, shrubs,
and forbs than are those of spring.

2. The average frost-free season is about 120 days and extends
from approximately mid-May ta early or mid-September. Average annual
Pt air temperatures are 50° F. or lower, and summer maximums rarely exceed
TN 100° F. Winter minimums typically approach or go below zero. Monthly
mean temperatures exceed 70° F. for the period of July and August.

3. Rainfall patterns generally favor warm-season perennial vegetation,
while the temperature regime tends to favor cool-season vegetation.
This creates a somewhat complex community of plants on a given range
site which is quite susceptible ta disturbance and is at or near jts

productive potential only when both the natural warm~ and cool-season
dominants are present.

o ." USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113-N 1 | iry 1380
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0. SOILS
1. The soils of this site are moderately deep to deep, well drained, ;*:li
and may or may not be calcareosus throughout. Typically, the surface layer is )

a sandy Yoam, fine sandy loam, or loamy fine sand at least 5 or 6 inches thick
over sandy loam to clay loam subsoils. Permeability is moderately slow to
moderately rapid, and the available water capacity is moderate to high. .
The soils of this site are subject to soil blowing.
2. Characteristic soils are:
Telescope loamy fine sand
3. Other soils includad are:

Royosa fine sand

.
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E. POTENTIAL NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITY

1.
scattered shrubs, half-shrubs, and forbs. "
are co-dominants, with Indian ricegrass and dropseed closely associated.

This site is characterized by both warm- and caol-~season grasses,
Blue grama and western wheatgrass

Principal shrubs and half-shrubs include fourwing saltbush, winterfat, and

sand sagebrush.

Rocky Mountain beeplant is often the most noticeable forb.

Aug. 14 2088 @3:35PM F3
W f

Broom shakeweed is most common in certain wet years and when the plant community

deteriorates from its potential. .

2. Composition of Potential Plant Community

Approximate percentage of total annual herbage production.

Grasses and Grassl<¥~ - 75-85%

Western wheatgrass 15~20
Blue grama 25-30
Indian ricegrass 5-10
Needleandthread

Bottlebrush squirreltail) 510
New Mexico feathergrass )
Sand dropseed )

(Shrubs, half-shrubs,
vines and trees)

Wandy - 10-15% Forbs = 5-10%

Fuuiwing saltbush) Perennials

Winterfat ) 510 Annuals
Bigelow sagebrush 1-5

Broom snakeweed

Rabbitbrush 1-3 -

Sand sagebrush

)
)
»,
)

Spineless harsebrush

Spike dropseed ) 10715
Galleta 1-5
Ring muhly ) 3.t
~  Sandhill muhly ) 3-5
: 2lse buffalograss )
: ~I hreeawns spp. ) 1-5
Black grama i-5
Spike muhly 1-3
3. Canapy Cover
Shrubs and half-shrubs -~ 55 (@ 3% "—’
4. Ground Cover (Average Percent of Surface Area)
Grasses, grasslike, farbs 756 — > 52
Bare ground ;g < # g
Surface gravel 1
Surface cobble and stones 0
Litter -~ percent of area 12
av. depth in cm. 2
F. TOTAL ANNUAL HERBAGE PRODUCTION (Air-dry, 1bs./ac.)
Favorable years - 850 (Average)
Unfavorable years - 325 (Average)
:.,\~4/
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6. SITE INTERPRETATIONS

1. Grazing

This site §s suitable for grazing by most kinds and classes of livestock
in a)) seasons of the year but is poorly suited for continuous year-long
grazing 1f potential patural vegetation §s to be maintained. Under such use,
coal~season grasses, such as western wheatgrass, Indian ricegrass, and needlzancthread,
may decline or even disappear. If use is heavy and prolonged, many of the
more palatable warm-season species will also decline. The site in a typically
deterjorated condition may be characterized by low-vigor, sod-like blue grama
and; possibly some galleta. Further deterioration is characterized by increasing
amqunts of bare ground, increases in ring muhly, sandhill muhly, threeawns and
rabbitbrush, and by certain annual forbs. Production in these instances may
be cut to one-third or less of the potential, and soil blowing may become
severa. The site, fn certain instances, is subject to invasion by woody
specfes such as pinyon pine and juniper.

.'.'
g
%
1.

2. Wood Products

This site has no significant value for wood products.

3. Habitat for Wildiife

. This range site provides habitat which supports a resident anima) community
that is characteriged by pronghorn aptelope, kit fox, badger, desert cottontail,

: spotted ground squirrel, Ord's kangaroes rat, white-throated woodrat, Botta's
- pocket gopher, plains pocket mouse, Northern grasshopper mouse, ferruginous .
hawk, mourn1ng_dove, meadowlark, plains spadefoot toad, Eastern fence 1{zard .
plateau whiptail, short-horned 1izard and prairie rattlesnake. '

Common raven and prairie falcon hunt over the site,

4. Hvdrologic Interpretations

Soil Serias Hydralogic Groups
Telescope B
Royosa fine sand A

Runoff curve numbers are determined by field invest

cover conditions and hydrologic soil groups. 1gatians using hydralogic

o

(RN ;?.{.
Skt

LR&5353113:N-‘ 4 : - - Janvary-1980 -

.,
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5. Recreation and Natural Beauty

- i i i iki back riding, nature
This site offers fair potential for hiking, horse ,
S~ abservation, photography, camping, and picnicking. It affers good te excellent
¢ potential for hunting of prongnorn antelope.

In years of favorable moisture, colorful wildflowers daot the landscape.

6. Endangered Plants and Animals

To be added as reliable information becomes available.

H. DTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION
1. Guide to Suggested Initial Stocking Rate Acres per Animal Unit Month

Range Candition Ac/Aum
Excellent (100-76) 3.6-4.7
Good (75-31) 4.5~7.0
Fair (50-26) 6.8~12.0
Poor (25-0) 12.0+

2. Pe=lative Quality of Plants for Animal Use 1/

(a) Cattle
~ Prima .Secondary Low Value

e Westarn wheatgrass - Blue grama ' Broom snakeweed

' Indian ricegrass _° Galleta Rabbitbrush
Needleandthread Bigelow sagebrush Spineless horsebrush
New Mexico feathergrass Sand dropseed sandhill muhly
Winterfat Threeawns spp. Ring muhly
Fourwing saltbush - Most perennial forbs False buffalograss
Black grama

Bottlebrush squirreltail

(b) Antelope and Sheep

Primapy Secondary Low Value

Winterfat oiue grama Broom shakeweed
Bigelow sagebrush " New Mexicea feathergrass Rabbitbrush

Western wheatgrass Needleandthread Sand sagebrush
Indiaq ricegrass Threeawns spp. Sandhill muhly
Fourwing saltbush Dropseeds Spineless horsebrush

Most perennial forbs

USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113-N 5 January 1980
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1. IDENTIFICATION AND AUTHORIZATION

1. USDA SCS
Albuquerque, NM
MLRA 36

2. Field Offices:
Reserve
Magdalena/Quemado

3. Field Office Sample Location

4. Appraved:

/f/fi
e Conservationist

ﬂm&mz@ﬁé«ﬁ%#&z/n
WTSC Range Conservatiorfist /Dat

USDA, SCS,” NM MLRA 36-113-N - 6
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Legend and Definitions far Range Site Descriptions.

1/ This rating system provides general guidance as to animal preference for
C N B plant species. It also indicates possible competition between k1nqs of
animals for the various plants. Grazing preference changes from time to ]
time and place to place, depending upon the animals, upon plant palatability
and nutritive value, stage of growth and season of use, re1a?1ve abundance,
- and associated plants. Grazing preference does not necessarily reflect a
- plant's ecological place in the climax plant community.

. The following definitions apply to cattle, sheep, goats, deer, and antelope
. grazing:

Primary: These species generally decrease when the climax plant
community is subjected to continuous heavy grazing pressure by the
animals listed. These species are normally grazed first and preferred
by the designated grazing animals when givan free choice.

Secandary: Thgse plants usually increase initially, then decrease
when the site is subjected to continuous heavy grazing use by the
animals listed. These plants are hormally grazed after primary
plants become scarce under free choice, or along with them under
intensive grazing systems.

!~ VMalue: These plants continue to increase with he i
3 . avy, continuous
Yrae:ing use of the site. These plants are not normally grazed unti?

ggéxary and secondary species are gone and animals are forced to eat

' USDA, SCS, NM MLRA 36-113-
- ) 113-N 7 January 1980
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Key to Abbreviations Used in this r.valuation

Rock = Rock with diameter > 2 inches
BG = Bare Ground

Litter = Plant Litter

Agsm = Agropyrom smithii

Bogr = Bouteloua gracilis

Bocu = Bouteloua curtipendula

Atca = Atriplex canescens

Clse = Cleome serrulata

Orhy = Oryzopsis hymeniodes

Hean = Helianthus annus

Pefo = unknown perennial forb



NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS and
NATUPAT PFSQTRCFS DEPARTMEN 1

GARY E. JOHNSON Douglas M. Bland
Governor Director
Jennifer A, Salisbury Mining and Minerals Division
Cabinet Secretary

August 14, 2000

Joe Pollara

Newmont Mining Corp.
Environmental Department
1700 Lincoln St.

Denver, Co. 80203

Re:  Prior Reclamation Release of Poison Canyon Mine Site
Dear Mr Pollara,

In follow up to our telephone conversation last Friday, August 11, 2000, I would like to
outline an approach in establishing reclamation standards for release of the Poison
Canyon Mine site from further requirements under the New Mexico Mining Act
(NMMA) Subpart 510.

In order for a prior reclamation site to be released, it must be determined through an
inspection that the condition of the site will allow for the re-establishment of a self-
sustaining ecosystem. In accordance with the NMMA Rules § 510.B, if the site does not
meet the requirements of the NMMA, it will have to be permitted through submittal of a
permit application and closeout plan with financial assurance.

One tool used to determine if a site will allow for a self-sustaining ecosystem, is to
compare a vegetative survey of the site with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service’s Range Site Description (RSD). This method has been used for other prior
reclamation release applications. The Range Site Description is a projection of what the
site should look like considering its soils, annual precipitation pattern, topography etc.
Generally, the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has accepted a standard of 75% of
the RSD value for relative canopy cover. For example, if the RSD has 18% expected
cover value, the operator would have to meet a 13.5 % cover value for that site. MMD
also takes into account a species diversity goal for the site based on the RSD. The site
should have a mix of cool season and warm season pe 1nial grasses as well as shrubs
and forbs. An indication of trend is evaluated by comparing past inspections with current
site conditions. MMD will take quantitative as well as qualitative information into
account in making our determination for release.

Mining and Minerals Division * 2040 S. Pacheco Street * Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
' lome: (51 . 827-5970 * Fax (505) 827-71' * eifw anr




If you choose to use the RSD for the Poison Canyon Mine site please provide MMD with
a copy of the RSD as soon as possible so that we can discuss and come to an agreement

with you on the vegetative standards to use during our inspection on Wednesday, August
16, 2000.

Your cooperation and assistance in this matter is appreciated. Please call me at 505-827-
5982, if you have any questions.

Sincerely, a

[M&u M/ ) /Lu: "

Karen W. Garcia
Reclamation Specialist
Mining Act Reclamation Program









PPTOR P™{C" AMATION SITE SUMMARY

UNITED NUCLEAR C"°"

Contact: Juan Velasquez
1720 Louisiana NE
262-1800

The 3 UNC sites had a variance until the end of 1998. All that is said is that a determination will
be made by MMD whether the release criteria are met.

- 24/ Anna Lee Mine (T14N R9W 28): Total area addressed by Mining Act is 1/10 of an acre.
\hb“}’ Reseeded in fall, 1994. Inspected July 13, 1995. No perennials growing. Recommendations
3 " ][’ 44\ were to cover slab and reseed. Variance requested by UNC in June, 1997.
pd
John Bill Mine and Sandstone Mine (T14N R9W 34): Total area is approximately 8 acres in
two areas. Reseeded in fall, 1994. Inspected July 13, 1995. Vegetation was sparse. Steel scrap
and buildings found at sites, presumably at request of leasee. Recomendations were to cover slab

and submit a letter from leasee requesting that buildings and scrap be left on site. Variance
requested by UNC in June, 1997.

HRI

Contact: Mark Pelizza
972-387-7777

Churchrock ISL SEC 17: Disturbed area is approximately 16 acres. HRI purchased property
from UNC who did some reclamation work in 1990 or 1991 (removed head frames and most
buildings, recontoured ore pads and covered shafts and vents). This is one of HRI’s insitue
leaching sites. Inspected on August 29, 1995. There were 5 ponds remaining up to this time.
HRI agreed to reclaim these ponds in 1997.

Contact: Rick River
Idarado Mining Co.
P.O. Box 584
Ouray, CO 81427
(970) 325-4482
(970) 325-4853




- Y

,J

Poison Canyon Mine (T13N R9W 19): The only SFPG prior rec site not released or that falls 4 Y ’
under the act. Site is 30 acres. MMD letter dated July 24, 1996 gives a 5 year variance from the - '
1995 date. The letter states that at the end of the 5 year variance “the Director will consider

whether to extend this variance”. Originally reclaimed in 1987 with additional work in 1993 and

1994. Not released due to lack of diversity and poor establishment of grasses and forbes. SFPG
purchased by Newmont (303-837-5069). Fence surrounds site. Topsoil depth presumably 4

inches.

QUIVIRA

MMD letter dated April 21, 1997 approving the variance request indicated only that sites will be
inspected in the summer of 1997 and that those sites not released would be reinspected during the
summer of 1998. MMD letter dated October 31, 1997 says that they must apply for another
variance. Quivira response states that this was discussed with Holland and that the existing
variance is good until end of 1998. No other corespondance on the matter was found.

Section 17 (T14N R9W): 22 acres
Section 19 (T14N R9W) 19 acres
Section 22 (T14N R10W): 37 acres
Section 24 (T14N R10W): 26 acres
Section 30 (T14N R9W): 44 acres
Section 30W (T14N R9W): 26 acres
Section 33 (T14N R9W): 28 acres

Inspected by MMD in 1995, 1997 and 1998.
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Jemifer A. Salisbury

CABINET SECRETARY

October 7, 1998

Rick River

Idarado Mining Co.
P.O. Box 584
Ouray, CO 81427

RE: New Mexico Mining Act Rules
Dear Mr. River:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules. The portion of the Rules
that pertains to Newmont Gold’s Poison Canyon prior reclamation site is Section 5 for existing
mines. In particular, Section 510 addresses Prior Reclamation.

As discussed on the phone, our current plan is to do an inspection of the Poison Canyon site on
October 22 of this year to see how the reclamation is progressing. The variance for Poison
Canyon does not expire until 2000 at which time an inspection for release will be conducted.
However, if it is determined during our October inspection that vegetation is not fairing well, it
would suggest that Newmont should take measures now to improve the reclamation condition.

If you have any questions about the Rules or prior reclamation, please call me at (505) 827-1172.
Sincerely,

.

Rob Pine
Hydrologist
Mining Act Reclamation Program

Enclosure:  NM Mining Act Rules






NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

2040 South Pacheco Street

& NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT Sasta Fa, Mow Uexico 47508

Jennifer A. Salisbury Kathleen A. Garland
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
July 24, 1996

Mr. Tim Leftwich

Vice President-Environmental Quality
Santa Fe Pacific Goid

Box 27019

Albuquerque, NM 87125

Re: Approval of Variance Request, Poison Canyon Mine, Section 19, TI3N, ROW
Dear Mr. Leftwich:

This letter confirms the Division’s approval of your variance request for the prior reclamation of the
mine site identified above.

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has reviewed your May 31, 1996 variance request regarding
the Poison Canyon Mine prior reclamation site.  This request sought relief from Section 510.B, of the
New Mexico Mining Act Rules (Rules). This Section requires that the Director make a determination
concerning the prior reclamation status of a site by September 30, 1995 and that the operator provide a
permit application within six months after the operator receives notice of the determination.

The Director has determined that the mine site meets the requirements of Sections 1004.B 6 and 7 of the
Rules, which discuss the conditions for granting a variance approval.

Under the provisions of this variance, MMD personnel will continue to inspect the site yearly for five
years or until it is determined that the site reclamation measures satisfy the requirements of the Act and
the substantive requirements of Subpart 5. At the end of five years the Director will consider whether to
extend this variance.

By Order of the Director, ,

Kathleen’(il}land
Director, Mining and Minerals Division

cc. Holland Shepherd, Bureau Chief, MARB MMD
John McKay, Permitting Coordinator, MARB MMD



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
JANIA FE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400

porEr e ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

URFURATIUIN

June 13, 1996

218151773

Mr. Holland Shepherd 3 _ L
Mining and Minerals Division Q i
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and ‘
Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

RE: Abandoned Poison Canyon Mine

Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Enclosed you will find a check in the amount of $522.50 for the variance application fee, copies
of the affidavits from the Cibola County and Gallup Independent Newspapers, and copies of
Certified Mail return receipts.

If you have questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORPORATION

Vice President -
Environmental Quality

TL:pt

Enclosures









Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF t =N MEXICO
) SS
COUNTY OF McKINLEY

HUBBARD, Freida
oath, deposes and says:

As Legal Clerk of The Independent, a
newspaper published in and having a general circulation in
McKinley County, New Mexico and in the City of Gallup, New
Mexico and having a general circulation in Cibola County, New
Mexico and in the City of Grants, New Mexico and having a
general circulation in Apache County, Arizona and in the City of
St. Johns and in the City of Window Rock, Arizona therein: that
this affiant makes this affidavit based upon personal knowledge
of the facts herein sworn to. That the publication, a copy of which
is hereto attached was published in said newspaper during the
period and time of publication and said notice was published in
the newspaper proper, and not in a supplement thereof,

being duly sworn upon

for one_time , the first publication being on the

___ Xt day of May ,19_96  the

second publication being on the day

of _ _ __,19_____  the third publication

on the day of , 19

and the last publication being on the day of
, 19

That such newspaper, in which such notice or advertisement
was published, is now and has been at all times material hereto,
duly qualified for such purpose, and to publish legal notices and
advertisements within the meaning of Chapter 12, ofthe statutes
of the State of New Mexico,;ﬂtﬂ compilation. /

M/,M
>
<\ = Afiént.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this _3137t day
of May 19_96

, AD.,
/Q/Me/ [%ﬂv‘&

Notary Publi

My commission expires

June 22, 1997

2735 2M BUTLER'S Gallup

LEGAL NOTICE
Gallup McKinley County
New Mexico -

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has .
submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned .Poison
Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.
13N, RIW., in accordance with the provi-
sion of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico
Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19
NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in
Section 19, T.13N,, R9W., New Mexico
Principal Meridan. The mine covers ap-
proximately thirty (30) acres of land previ-
ously disturbed applicable laws and regu-
lations. The purpose of the variance is to
provide for up to five additional growing
seasons before the determination is made
by the Mining and Minerals Division
(MMD}) that the site meets the criteria for
leas from additional revegetation require-
ments.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E,, Suite 400

Albuguerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit
written comments or request for a public
hearing on this matter may do so by writ-
ing to:

i

Director, Mining and Minerals
Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources
Department
State of New Mexico
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submitted is Monday.
July 1, 1996

gopies of the Application for a Variance
are available for public inspection at the
Mother Wiiteside Public Libruary, Cibola
County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public
Library and the McKinley County Clerk’s
Office. Friday, May 31, 1996.

AVISO PUBLICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha
sometido una SOLICITUD liEAORA UNA
VARIACION para su mina abandonar
Poison Canyon cerea de Grants, New
Mexico, de acnerdo con las provisiones de
Subpart 10 de las Reglas del Mineria del
estado de Nuevo Mexico, del 15 de Febre-
ro de 1996 (NMAC 102 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13
Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal; Meridian. La mine tiene una ex-
tension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente
pertubado por la mineria del uranio. Todo
el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado
conforme a los requisitos de las leyes y
reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la
variacion es’proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la
determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division
de Mineria y Minerales (MMD), que el si-
tio sumple con los sriterios para releva de
las obligaciones de algun requisito adicio-
nal para la revegetadon.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Padific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E,, Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que descan some-
ter algun escrito, o una suplica para una
audiencia publica sobre esta materia, de-
ben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mavico 87505

La fecha fin: ‘a someter propuestas o
comentari 0s es i Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de
1996.

Copias de la solicitud para una varia-
cion estan disponibles para inspeccion
publica en las Bibliotecas

Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las ofi-
d-
nas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants,
New Mexico.

Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 199.
Legal #13013 Published in The Indepen-
dent May 31, 1996,







BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

1996

Mr. Holland Shepherd, Mining and Minerals Division

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco

Santa Fe New Mexico 87505

RE:  Application For Variance For The Poison Canyon Mine, Section 19, T. 13N., R.9W.
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Enclosed is Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s application for a variance for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine. As stated previously, it is Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s contention
that we do not meet the definition of owner operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.
However, this submission is done so in the spirit of cooperation with the Mining and Minerals
Division. This application is filed in accordance with Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act
Rules. As per Subpart 903.A, the following adjacent land owners will be given notice:

In accordance with Subpart 903.B, Cibola County and the Navajo Nation will be given notice.
Notices in Spanish and English will be published in the Gallup Independent and the Cibola
County Beacon in accordance with Subpart 903.C. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will post
notices in accordance with Subpart 903.D in the Cibola County Clerks Office, the McKinley
Public Library, the Mother Whiteside Library and McKinley County Clerks Office. In
accordance with Subpart 903.F, notice will be mailed to those interested individuals whose
names you provided. Likewise, notice will be mailed to the Environmental Department, State
Engineer, Department of Game and Fish, Forestry Division and the State Historic Preservation
Division. Letters for proof of notice, copies of returned certified mail receipts and newspaper
notice are proof of publication and will be forwarded to you under separate cover.

A check in the amount of $522.50 for the variance application fee will be submitted within the

next two weeks. Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact either me
or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely, )
ich

Tim Leftw
Vice President-Environmental Quality

Enclosure



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

SANTA FE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
PAacCriricC ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
0L b TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION
May 30, 1996

Mr. Irvin Harrison, County Manager
201 W. Hill Avenue
allup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Mr. Harrison:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is

available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincergly,
Tim Leftwich

Vice Preside Ei ronmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a.  Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordar : with corpo ¢ policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., R9W., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

7 30, 1996

McKinley Public Library

215 W. Hill

Gallup, New Mexico 86301

RE: Public Notice Concerning The Abandoned Poison Canyon Mine Site

To Whom It May Concern:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests that the attached public notice be posted in
the McKinley Public Library, preferably before June 1, 1996. The notice will need to be
posted until July 1, 1996.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me
at this office.

Sincerely,

SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORPORATION
- -
‘“O%u_q___ %, e» //ﬁ’%é/ A2

Lee R. Simpkins
Environmental Specialist



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico

rincipal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
[uirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).
La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
cipal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado

r la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viemnes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

SANTA FE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
Paciric ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
O L D TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION
May 29, 1996

Gallup Independent Newspaper
P.O. Box 1210
Gallup, New Mexico 87305

RE: Public Notice Concerning The Abandoned Poison Canyon Mine Site

Dear Editor:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests that the attached public notice be published in
the Gallup Independent Newspaper, preferably before June 1, 1996. The notice will only

need to be published in one issue either in the legal or classified section of the newspaper.
The bill for services rendered may be sent to the address shown above.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me
at this office.

Sincerely,

SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORPORATION

7

ag.év, '% J,&;‘//@/Z/xdwl_

Lee R. Simpkins
Environmental Specialist



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., R9W., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mex1co
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, 0 una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

' 29, 1996

Cibola County Newspaper
P.O. Box 579
Grants, New Mexico 87020

RE: Public Notice Concerning The Abandoned Poison Canyon Mine Site

Dear Editor:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests that the attached public notice be published in
the Cibola County Newspaper, preferably before June 1, 1996. The notice will only need

to be published in one issue either in the legal or classified section of the newspaper. The

bill for services rendered may be sent to the address shown above.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me
at this office.

Sincerely,

SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORPORATION

Lee R. Simpkins
Environmental Specialist



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.I3N., R9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mex1co
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).
La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mex1co

Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado

mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de 1a mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

A F E 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
1FI1C ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
L. D TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
RATION
May 30, 1996

Mother Whiteside Public Library

525 W. High Street

Grants , New Mexico 87020

Attn:  J.L. King

RE: Public Notice Concerning The Abandoned Poison Canyon Mine Site

Dear Mr. King

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests that the attached public notice be posted in
the Mother Whiteside Public Library, preferably before June 1, 1996. The notice will
need to be posted until July 1, 1996.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me
at this office.

Sincerely,

SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORPORATION

Lee R. Simpkins
Environmental Specialist



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

1e mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

Clerks Office
Attn: Georgia
igh Street
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Georgia:

2 Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
Tim Leftwich

Vice President-Environmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
1al Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W ., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
..ruranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

McK" °  County Clerks Office
\ J

PO Box 1268

Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Mary:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

Tim Leftwich
V' :President ™ 1vironmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15,1..5(19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico

al Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
tor uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996









APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
buquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
is variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000

Permit Application Fee $2090

£ ual Fee $23,826

Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.I3N., R9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February

) NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Pr >ridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals

vision (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
| rements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

a mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

ept. of Forestry and Resources
Mvision

4Uy Galisteo Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

To Whom It May Concern:

e Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico L.J05

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

T A

Tim Leftwich
Vice P ident-Environmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a.  Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
¢ f Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico

ipal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996






BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

.. of Game and Fish
it
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

To Whom It May Concern:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

Tim Leftwich
Vice President-Environmental ~ 1ality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

a Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



7. If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

\ » 1118 cost does not include bonding)

8. The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

9. Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50












APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.






PUBLIC NOTICE

Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A

for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W ., in

ith the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February

NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

line is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico

idian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

inta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION

ira su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las

ovisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del

v Fe& 1o de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico

incipal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

Water Rights Division
BATAAN Memorial Building, Room 102
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

To Whom It May Concern:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

Tim Leftwich
Vice President-Environmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIA

CE

Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Ru s Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.

3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.

4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which req
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If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific >ld Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12y s following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compilin 1 permit is:

Permit Preparation:
Permit Application Fee
Annual Fee

Staff Management

Total Cost

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

$30,000
$2090
$23,826
$150,000

$205,916

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poi n Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance wi  corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human he |th and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were ..ot identified during the Mining

and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance ap; cation is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Gi e and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.

Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15,1¢ (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

1e  ne is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
ruranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las

iones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico

Pri) Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
re 1isito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

MY e W TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION

May 30, 1996

Mr. Larry Frank
PO Box 290
Arroyo Hondo, New Mexico 87513

Dear Mr. Frank:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincergly, .

Tim Leftwich
Vi i 1t Taviror  atal Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
0 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4. The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. L.a mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia | de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996
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6.a.

6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
SantaFe Pi [ sonnel ir y © cewith rpori pol T twi a to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W , in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February

3, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION

para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las

provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
rero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

MowoL D TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION

E

May 30, 1996

Mr. Eric Ames
Environmental Law Center
1507

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Dear Mr. Ames:

nta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
,/‘.2 %ﬂ;’u/

Tim Leftwich
Vo P "t avi on oatal oty



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

6.b

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

ta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 r  de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).
La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico

‘incipal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

CORPORATION

May 30, 1996

Mr. Grove Burnett

Western E Law Center
1 . Box I:

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Dear Mr. Burnett:

~anta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). ‘

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W_, New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

/,,,,__ W
Tim Leftwich

A% S Wr Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. ..ie Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

Chis cost does not include bonding)

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., R9W., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

>anta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

L oo LD TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION

May 30, 1996

Ms. Sue Mclntosh

Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club
945 Camino de Chelly
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Ms. Mclntosh:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
ava ible for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
\
44 (cw/
Tim Leftwich
Vice Pres” " :nt ~ 1vironmental Qu 'ty



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y

ierales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

A FE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
IFIC ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
L o LD TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION
May 30, 1996

Mr. Doug Meiklejohn

New Mexico Environmental Law Center
103 Cienega Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. Meiklejohn:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
Tim Leftwich

Vic  President- ivironmental ty



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

I. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa . ¢ proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant

to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 JQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

SANTA tE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
P a CIFIC ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
O LD TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION
May 30, 1996

Mr. Doug Wolf

New Mexico Environmental Law Center
103 Cienega Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
Tim Leftwich

Vi President-Environmen \ality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate pol” ‘es twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201 .K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
v ARTANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W_, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

1 Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
-~ Su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

May 30, 1996

Mr. Paul Robinson, Research Director
Southwest Research & Information Center
PO Box 4524

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Dear Mr. Robinson:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadlii  for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely, X

A Stk

Tim Leftwic

Vice President-Environmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a.  Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to

“iernn e if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa . . «cific ~old Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W ., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

_ __ta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

onamnNta FE 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
P ACIFIC ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
O LD TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
CORPORATION
May 30, 1996

Mr. Brian Shields

Amigos Bravos

PO Box 238

Taos, New Mexico 88502

Dear Mr. Shields:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,

A /%A/

Tim Leftwich

Vic P ident-Environmental Quality



APT™ "CATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
RIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

:a Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
~.sumina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

Mr. John J. Pfeil, Geologist
Office of the Natural Resources Trustee
PO Box 26110

nta g, New Mexico 88502

Dear Mr. Pfeil:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Tim Leftwich
Vice Pres™ " :nt ™ 1vironmental Quality



6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., ROW., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15,1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

May 30, 1996

Ms. Sally Smith
300 W. Yankee
Silver City, New Mexico 88061

Dear Ms. Smith:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

..1e deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. A copy of the APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE is
available for public inspection at the Grants and Gallup Public Libraries and the Cibola and McKinley County
Clerks Offices.

Sincerely,
Tim Leftwich

V' P it wironmental " iality



6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9OW.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
RIANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
-..-ordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

ra Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION

. su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
. . 7isiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de 1a mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

Bureau of Land Management
435 Montano Road, NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

To Whom It May Concern:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

-.ie deadline for sul __ttalsis M day, July 1, 1996. 1ould you ha' any questio ra "1 th mat |
please tI me or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely,
Tt W /8o

Tim Leftwich
Vice President-Environmental Quality



6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
+ .. JANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W ., in

accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15,1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

1 Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
su mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
_ siones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

E 6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
C ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
B TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435
6
Isabel Marquez
PO Box 3526

Milan, New Mexico 87021
Dear Ms. Marquez:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
$o by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please either me or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely,
Tim Seftinidr /el

Tim Leftwich
Vice President ™ vironmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



If this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
apply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
permit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
ANCE for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W_, in
lance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July I, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION

1 mina abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
X iones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viemnes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 17019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 871125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

Melvin & Roberta Marquez
San Mageo Road, Box 4064
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Marquez:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please either me or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely,
Time daftuich /4

Tim Leftwich
Vice President-Environmental Quality



APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

1002.A

1. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

2. This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
3. This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
4, The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

5. This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

6. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

6.a. Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals
Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

6.b  Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



‘this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
yply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
it for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8. The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

9. Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIAY . _E for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W._, in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

*acific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
na abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las

's de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
rero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 871125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

May 30, 1996

Duane Berryhill and Berryhill Ranch, Inc.
7000 W. 66 Avenue
Bluewater, New Mexico 87005

. Berryhill:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

« e deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please either me or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely,

T M‘M‘L/&J

Tim Leftwich
Vice President-Environmental Quality



6.a.

6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific personnel in accordance with corporate policies twice a year to
determine if additional work is required at the site. Santa Fe proposes giving the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



"this variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
sply for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
srmit for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

Permit Preparation: $30,000
Permit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

wanta Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIA?! E for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., in
accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., RO9W., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION
para sum 1abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las
provisiones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

TEL 505-880-5300 FAX 505-880-5435

May 30, 1996

Ms. Donna Jean McKinnon & Ms. Frances Lareen Fathree
Life Estate in Volton Tietjen

PO Box 125

Continental Divide, New Mexico 87312

Dear Ms. McKinnon & Ms. Fathree:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for the abandoned
Poison Canyon Mine, in accordance with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of
February 15, 1996, (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W., New Mexico Principal Meridian. The mine covers thirty (30)
acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to
requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for five additional
growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) that the site
meets the criteria for release from an additional revegetation requirement.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Attention: Tim Leftwich

6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do
so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, July 1, 1996. Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please either me or Denise Gallegos.

Sincerely,
Tim Leftwich

Vice President ™ 1vironmental Quality



6.a.

6.b

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act ..ales Subpart 10

a Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

This application is submitted on May 31, 1996.
This variance is sought for the abandoned Poison Canyon Mine.
The mine is located in Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

This variance is sought from Subpart 510.B, which requires that a permit application be
submitted within 6 months after the owner or operator received notice of the
determination. Santa Fe Pacific Gold maintains its position that the company does
meet the definition of owner or operator under the New Mexico Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation requests variance from Subpart 510.B.

Background. The results of a site inspection from the Mining and Minerals

Division during the fall of 1995 indicate that the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site
does not meet the criteria for a “self sustaining ecosystem under Subpart 507.A. This fact
is stated in a report and in subsequent correspondence from the Division to Santa Fe
Pacific Gold Corporation. However, the site was reclaimed during July 1994 and did not
have adequate time for re-vegetation efforts to become established at the time of the
inspection. Other contributing factors to the lack of reclaim vegetation is a lack of
precipitation and the grazing practices the site is subject to, all of which Santa Fe has no
control over since the corporation does not control the surface.

Proposal. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes, based on reclamation
experience in the abandoned Poison Canyon area, that the site will meet the criteria
under Subpart 507.A., if the area receives adequate precipitation. Additionally, due
to the heavy grazing the area receives, several growing seasons should be allowed for
vegetation to establish itself. The Poison Canyon site will be inspected by qualified
Santa Fe Pacific perss 1elin a rdance with corpora “destwiceay  to
determine if additional work is requi  lattl site. Sa p giv _ the
abandoned Poison Canyon mine site five years. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
requests Mining and Minerals inspect the site once a year.



s variance request is not granted, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation will be forced to
y for a permit pursuant to Subpart 5. and wait 12 years following the issuance of the
it for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a permit is:

1it Preparation: $30,000
rauit Application Fee $2090
Annual Fee $23,826
Staff Management $150,000
Total Cost $205,916

(This cost does not include bonding)

8.

The adit and other mine openings at the abandoned Poison Canyon site have been
backfilled and are inspected annually in accordance with corporate policies. The site in
its present condition does not pose a threat to human health and safety, nor to the
environment. Threats to human health and safety were not identified during the Mining
and Minerals inspection.

Pursuant to Subpart 201.K, the fee for this variance application is $500. Pursuant
to Subpart 205.A, compensation for the Department Game and Fish is 4.5 of the $500 fee.
Total fee payment is $522.50



PUBLIC NOTICE

a Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A

3 for the abandoned Poison Canyon mine site, located Section 19, T.13N., R9W., in
uuuuuuuuuuu with the provision of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February
15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The mine is located in Cibola County in Section 19, T.13N., ROW., New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The mine covers approximately thirty (30) acres of land previously disturbed
for uranium mining. All of the mine site has been reclaimed according to requirements of
applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the variance is to provide for up to five
additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining and Minerals
Division (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicants address is:

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

6200 Uptown Blvd N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or request for a public hearing on
this matter may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
State Of New Mexico

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittal is Monday, July 1, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance are available for public inspection at the Mother
Whiteside Public Library, Cibola County Clerk’s Office, McKinley Public Library and the
McKinley County Clerk’s Office. Friday, May 31, 1996



AVISO PULBICO

:ific Gold Corporation ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA VARIACION

1 abandonar Poison Canyon cerca de Grants, New Mexico, de acnerdo con las

_ de Subparte 10 de las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del
15 de Febrero de 1996 (NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

La mina esta situada en Seccion 19, T.13 Norte, Extension 9 Oeste, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. La mine tiene una extension de 30 acres de tierra anteriormente pertubado
por la mineria del uranio. Todo el sitio de la mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos
de las leyes y reglamentos aplicales. El proposito de la variacion es proveer para que pase cinco
mas estaciones de crecimento antes de la determinacion, a ser hecho por la Division de Mineria y
Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las obligaciones de algun
requisito adicional para la revegetacion.

La direccion del suplicante es:
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
6200 Uptown Blvd. N.E., Suite 400
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Personas interesadas que desean someter algun escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el Lunes, dia 1 de Julio de 1996.
Copias de la solicitud para una variacion estan disponibles para inspeccion publica en las
Bibliotecas Publicas en Grants y Gallup, y en las oficinas del Secritario del los Condados de
McKinley y Cibola, en Gallup y Grants, New Mexico.
Viernes, 31 de Mayo, 1996
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April 25, 1996 S

Mr. Holland Shepherd

Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining & Minerals Division
2040 S. Pacheco St.

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Re:  Poison Canyon Mine
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

I am in receipt of your letter advising Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation that the Poison Canyon
Mine is the only site for which we previously sought prior reclamation approval where further work
will be necessary pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act. We hereby respond without waiving
any of our previously reserved positions regarding the New Mexico Mining Act in relation to Santa
Fe Pacific Gold Corporation and the sites for which we sought prior reclamation approvals.

Your letter asks whether we have a more current address than the Grants, New Mexico address in

your records for Reserve Oil and Minerals, the former operator of the site. Our files reflect that the
current address of Reserve is as follows:

A
Suite 380. 20 First Plaza - 535/ - ¥
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Meanwhile, however, it would be helpful in evaluating our intentions concerning the Poison

Your letter also indicates that MMD has determined that certain sites which you previously advised
were not eligible for a prior reclamation release are not, it turns out, within the definition of existing

which 1 assume are based on more than just our reservation ot the tegal position that the sites may



Ap " 25, 1996
Page 2

not have produced in marketable quantities for a total of two years under the pertinent definition.
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation contends we do not meet the definition of operator under the
Act, therefore we have no obligation to conduct further reclamation of the Poison Canyon site.

iite and how this issue

Very truly yours,

11m Lernwicn
Vice President -
Environmental Quality

c: P. M. James
G. R. Wagner
W. Jarke
S. R. Butzier
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November 21, 1995

Ms. Kathleen A. Garland, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

Post Office Box 6429

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-6429

Re: September 29, 1995 Letter and Inspection Report on Voluntary
Prior Reclamation Requests of Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corp.

Dear Ms. Garland:

Thank you for your letter dated September 29, 1995 reporting
on the results of the prior reclamation inspection reguests that
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation ("Santa .2") submitted on August
31, 1994. You will recall that Santa Fe's submissions were
voluntary. Santa Fe 1s not the operator or owner of the
operations, despite the wvarious references in the Inspection
Report to Santa Fe as the operator, and despite the request for
further action in your letter.

Although Santa Fe 1is not responsible, we nonetheless were
surprised and disappointed to 1learn that only three of the
reclaimed sites qualified for release in MMD's estimation. Santa
Fe respectfully disagrees with the recommendations of the
inspectors and the determination of MMD that the seven sites
listed on the second page of your 1letter do not qualify for
release under the _ rior recl: atic _ rov: L« 3 of the M _ Act.

The purpose of this letter, however, 1is not to discuss the
specifics of that disagreement.

Rather, my purpose is to notify vyour office that Santa Fe
does not itself intend to take any further steps in connection
with obtaining variances or existing mine permits for the sites.
Please refer to my August 31, 1994 letter accompanying the prior



reclamation submissions. Santa Fe submitted the applications in a
spirit of cooperation to assist M with its initial tasks of
identifying and narrowing down the potential operations t! t may
need some level of regulatory involvement.

In extensive prior communications with MMD, Santa Fe and
others have pointed out the clear statutory and long-established
regulatory confirmation that landowners or passive royalty owners
who had no operational control or ownership interest in the
operations are not the parties with reclan :tion and permitting
responsibilit = s. Santa Fe also explained its position that
uranium operations are excluded from the Act's coverac¢ during the
development of regulations. We preserved all of Santa Fe's
positions in my August 31, 1994 letter. I assume our analyses
need no further explanation here, but if you have any questions or
desire anything further from us in this regard, please advise.

Your September 29 letter mentions one reclaimed mining site
that vyour staff was not able to locate on the ground. With
respect to that site, I would suggest that you contact the
operator, United Nuclear Corporation, to ascertain the exact
location and extent of its operations.

I assume that MMD will promptly notify the responsible
operators of the opportunity to obtain a variance and the
possibility that a permit will be required, as outlined in your
September 29 letter. Santa Fe notified MMD of who those operators
are, and I note that they are referred to in the Inspection
Report. Santa Fe i als¢ will:  to share any information we may
have that would assist M™ with locating the operators, to the
extent that they may still exist.

Piease contact Paul Eby or Denise Gallegos of our office with
any questions relating to locating an operator. Of course, 1if I
can answer any questions, please call.

Sincerely,

e e

Tim Leftwich
Vice President - Environmental Quality

cc: Paul Eby
Denise Gallegos









PRIOR RECLAMATION INSPECTION REPORT
AND
RECOMMENDATION FOR RELEASE OR PERMIT
REQUIREMENT

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of New Mexico Mining Act
Section 69-36-7 U., Prior Reclamation

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Mining and Minerals Division
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

September 29, 1995



Introduction

The purpose of this study was to determine if reclamation measures at 11 mines, for which Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation requested prior reclamation inspections, satisfy the requirements of the New Mexico
Mining Act and substantive requirements for reclamation pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act Rules.
The sites are tabulated in Table I. Figures | and 2 are maps showing the locations of the mine sites.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation (Santa Fe) is the owner of the mineral rights at all the mine sites
mentioned above, with the possible exception of the mine on Section 17 TI3N ROW. Santa Fe Pacific Gold
was not the operator any of the sites, but has reclaimed the sites (Santa Fe, 1994) in an effort to remove any
further liabilities relative to the New Mexico Mining Act. Neither is Santa Fe the surface owner of any of
the sites. This has hindered reclamation activities because Santa Fe cannot restrict grazing by surface owners
on reclaimed areas. The known surface owners are listed in Table I.






Sections 1 T13W R9W or Section 13 TIN R6W. Another site on Section 17 T13N ROW, for which a prior
reclamation inspection was requested (Santa Fe, 1994), was searched for, but could not be found. Without
an inspection of the site, no evaluation could be made regarding prior reclamation status.

Inspections of each mine site consisted of a review of information submitted by the mine operator,
subsequent discussion with the operator pertaining to mining and reclamation at each site, inspection of the
condition of the reclaimed mine sites, line-intercept sampling for estimates of vegetative cover, compilation
of plant species lists, measurement of reclaimed soil depths, and photo-documentation. Each of the mine
sites were visually inspected for erosion features and hydrologic stability. During a walkover of each site,
all slopes, areas of water concentration (ponds, diversions and areas where disturbed areas enter undisturbed
lands) were visually inspected for stability. Topsoil placement and distribution also was evaluated at each
site. Sampling for topsoil depth consisted of randomly digging a series of holes to identify the depth of
topsoil and the presence or absence of potentially toxic wasterock at rooting depth. Grading of all wasterock
piles and borrow areas was visually inspected. Placement and closure of portals and vent shafts was
verified in the field.

The establishment and relative percent cover of reseeded and native plant species were evaluated in
randomly placed transects. Fifty foot transects were evaluated at each mine site using the line intercept
method (Bonham 1989). These transects were used to estimate the relative percent cover of each plant
species intercepted at 3' intervals along a transect. A total of 17 points per transect were recorded. In
addition, a list of species present within a 50' X 6' belt transect adjacent to each transect was compiled.
These sampling procedures, however, do not meet sample adequacy. Rather, these procedures were
conducted to estimate the relative percent cover and to evaluate the diversity of species present at each of
the eight mine sites. Additional resources would be needed to fully evaluate the vegetation of these prior
reclamation sites to a level of sample adequacy and would require at least 24 additional man-hours of
inspection time per site. Where it was obvious that sufficient vegetation existed on site, or insufficient
vegetation existed, no transect evaluations were made. Photos were taken, in these situations, to document
the vegetation cover.
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Oryzopsis hymenoides

Rock

Average Perennial Cover = 12%
Rock Cover = 6%

Section 13 TIN R6W

This was a surface mine, located approximately 36 miles north west of the City of Magdalena, New Mexico.
The site is within a mile of the Alamo Navajo Indian Reservation. Uranium bearing sandstone was contour-
mined along an outcrop in the side of Jaralosa Creek Canyon. The operator, M.P. Grace, operated the mine
under a lease from then Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The lease was terminated in 1979 and the
site was reclaimed in 1980 (Santa Fe, 1994). The total area of disturbance was about 2 acres.

While it was difficult to locate the mine site, there were several small waste piles. Natural vegetation had
successfully reestablished itself such that the waste piles were nearly indistinguishable from the natural
mounds and ridges along the canyon. The location of the mine was located by a red clay that had been
uncovered in one pit and was out of place. There was moderate erosion, but the erosion was consistent with
that of the surrounding area. A powder magazine, circa 1970's, was left as a mining relic. All other
structures, trash and junk had been removed. There were no piles or accumulations of toxic or waste
material. There were no apparent hazards that could effect public health or safety.

The site and surrounding area showed signs of grazing impacts. Plant diversity, however, was good with
more than 21 native plant species identified on the site. It was very difficult to distinguish this site from the
adjacent undisturbed areas, so no transect evaluation was deemed necessary. Photographs documenting
vegetation and the general condition of the site are presented in Appendix B. Because of the quality of
cover and diversity of plants found on the site, it qualifies for release.

Section 1 T13W R9W

This mine site is located on a shelf in a canyon wall about 50 feet above the canyon floor. The canyon was
eroded into Dakota Sandstone. The mine had been operated by Kerr-McGee under a lease agreement with
Santa Fe Pacific Gold and was safeguarded by Kerr-McGee upon termination of that agreement (Santa Fe,
1994). All structures, trash or junk had been removed from the site. There were no piles or accumulations
of toxic or waste material on the site. A vertical shaft had been backfilled with nontoxic mine waste
material.

Essentially, the site had been safeguarded but not topsoiled or reseeded. The site is characterized by white
fine grained sandstone covered by a few inches of fine white sand. The sand is subsequently being eroded
away by wind and water. A mine access road had significant erosion. An impoundment had been
constructed to impound sediment from the mine site, however, erosion from the access road was bypassing
the impoundment and was entering the mine site. Photographs documenting vegetation and the general
condition of the site are presented in Appendix C.
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Marquez Mine

This site is reached by a two-track road from a ranching complex known as the Marquez Old Home Place.
It was the site of a decline shaft adit below a cliff outcropping of the Dakota Sandstone. United Nuclear
leased the section from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled in 1987.
The site is characterized by the sand dune appearance of a mine waste pile backfilling a declined shaft adit.
The site lies within San Mateo Creek Canyon, however, and the high and constant winds move soils to form
sand dunes. Further, San Mateo Creek is ephemeral at this location and windblown sand from the streamed
forms dunes against the cliff face. All structures, trash or junk had been removed from the site with the
exception of some pipe and lumber (left at the request (Eby, 1995) of the surface lessee, Sonny Marquez).
There were no piles or accumulations of toxic or waste material on the site. Photographs documenting the
vegetation and general condition of the site are presented in Appendix J. The decline shaft had been
backfilled with nontoxic mine waste material. Regrading of the site also included construction of terraces
to break up slopes.

Topsoil depths across the site were greater than 12 inches, but consisted entirely of windblown sand. This
area was essentially barren with most of the seed and mulch blown away before vegetation could be
established. Native species such as Indian ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides), from adjoining areas were
starting to invade he disturbance area (Young, 1995). Because of the obvious lack of plant cover at the site
no transects were attempted. Staff does not recommend release of this site.

Poison Canyon Mine

This site is characterized by an abundance of sunflowers and locoweed. The locoweed is probably a
selenium accumulator for which the canyon (also known as ‘Sheep Kill Canyon’) was named. Reserve Oil
and Minerals operated the mine under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine
features were backfilled and the mine reclaimed in 1987 upon termination of the lease. Additional
reclamation of the site was conducted in 1993 and 1994 (Santa Fe, 1994). A barbed wire fence surrounded
the site. All structures, trash or junk had been removed from the site. There were no piles or accumulations
of toxic or waste material on the site. There were a few erosion features including one that was significant.
Photographs documenting vegetation and general condition of the site are presented in Appendix K. An
inclined shaft portal had been backfilled with nontoxic mine waste material (Santa Fe, 1994). The regrading
of this site included construction of mounds, berms, terraces and depressions that impounded rainwater for
livestock.

Topsoil depths across the site were approximately 4 inches. Line-intercept transects indicated that perennial
vegetative cover was approximately 31 percent. The results of these vegetation measurements are presented
in Table VIIL.






staff has determined do not meet the environmental conditions that allow for the development of a ‘self-
sustaining ecosystem’ as defined in Rule 1. and put forth in Rule 5.7A of the New Mexico Mining Act.
Some of these site were reclaimed in July 1994, so present a situation where it is difficult to determine
vegetation success. One season of growth in the areas under evaluation does not provide sufficient time to
make this kind of a determination. The sites remain at a very early successional stage and contain mostly
weedy species or no species.

However, based on oral communications with the operator, and on the inspected condition of these
remaining reclaimed sites as documented by this inspection report, it is clear that the operator has made an
effort to complete the required reclamation of these remaining sites. It is therefore recommended that the
Director of MMD give a variance to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation from meeting the deadline of
September 30, 1995 for prior reclamation under the New Mexico Mining Act and Rules for: the SW1/4
of Section 13 (T 13N R11W), Section 1(T 13W R 9W), Section 31 (T 13N R 9W), Section 7 (T13N R OW,
a.k.a. Isabella Mine), Section 23 (T 13N R 9W, a.k.a. Marquez Mine), and Section 19 (T 13N R9W, a.k.a.
Poison Canyon Mine) mine sites. This variance would stipulate that inspections will be conducted by MMD
during the late summer of 1997 at each of these remaining sites to determine if the conditions necessary for
development of a ‘sustainable ecosystem’ are then present on-site, and if any further actions including (but
not limited to) reseeding or interseeding by the operator are necessary.

The Section 17 (T 13N R 9W) mine site was not adequately identified by Santa Fe Pacific Gold for
inspection by MMD. The Mining and Minerals Division attempted to locate the site, but was unable to do

so. Therefore, no inspection for prior reclamation status was made. This site could also be addressed under
a variance.
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Appendix A

Photo Documentation
SW1/4 Section 13 T13N R11W

(no photo documentation)















Appendix C

Photo Documentation
Section 1 T13N R9W















Appendix D

Photo Documentation
Section 17 TI3N R9W

{no photo documentation)



Appendix E

Photo Documentation
Haystack Mine



Appendix F

Photo Documentation
Section 25












Appendix G

Photo Documentation
Section 31 T13N R9W












Appendix H

Photo Documentation
Faith Mine









Appendix 1

Photo Documentation
Isbella Mine









Appendix J

Photo Documentation
Marquez Mine



























DEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

September 29, 1995

Mr. Tim J. Leftwich

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Box 6200 Uptown Blvd. NE

Suite 400

Albuquerque, NM 87110

RE:
Prior Reclamation Inspections

Dear Mr. Leftwich:

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has completed inspection of reclamation measures as
requested by Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation.

Based on findings in the enclosed inspection reports, reclamation measures at the following mines
satisfy the requirements of the New Mexico Mining Act (NMMA) and the substantive requirements
for reclamation pursuant to the NMMA Rules. Santa Fe Pacific Gold, therefore. is hereby released
from further requirements of the NMMA on the following mines:

Faith Mine (Section 29, T 13N R 9W)
Section 13 (T IN R 6W)
Haystack Mine (Section 19, T 13N R10W)

Reclamation measures at the following mines do not satisfy the requirements of the New Mexico
Mining Act (NMMA) and the substantive requirements for reclamation pursuant to the NMMA
Rules. However, since Santa Fe Pacific Gold has completed most reclamation measures at the
following mines, Santa Fe may apply for a variance from the provisions of the NMMA Rules
pursuant to Rule 10. Otherwise, pursuant to NMMA Rule 5.10.B Santa Fe Pacific Gold must submit
permit applications and closeout plans for existing mining operations within six months of receipt
of this letter.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY - P.O. BOX 6429 - SANTA Ft, NM 87505-6429 - (SOS) 827-5950
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION - P. O. BOX 6429 - SANTA FE, NM 875056429 - (505) 827-5925
ENERCY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION - P. O. BOX 6429 - SANTA FE, NM B7505-6429 - (505) B27-5900
FORESTRY AND RESOURCES CONSERVATION DIVISION - P. 0. BOX 1948 - SANTA FE, NM B87504-1948 - (505) 827-5830
MINING AND M **7TTALS DIVISION - P. O. BOX 6429 - SANTA FE, NM 875056429 - (505) 827-5970
OIL CONSERY IN DIVISION - P. 0. BOX 6429 - SANTA FE, NM 875056429 - (5O5) 827-7131
PARK AND RECREATION DIVISION - P. O, BOX 1147 - SANTA FE, NM B7504-1147 - (505) 827-7465



Isabella Mine (Section 7, T 13N R 9W)
Marquez Mine (Section 23, TI3N R9W

Poison Canyon Mine (Section 19, T 13N R 9W)
Section 1 (T 13N R 9W)

Section 31 (T 13N R 9W)

Section 25 Mine (Section 25, T 13N R 10W)
SW 1/4 Section 13 (T 13N R11W)

The location of the mine on Section (T 13N R 9W) was not adequately identified by Santa Fe Pacific
Gold for inspection by MMD. The Mining and Minerals Division attempted to locate the site, but
was unable to do so. Therefore, no inspection for prior reclamation was made. If reclamation
measures have been performed, this site may also be addressed under a variance.

The enclosed prior reclamation inspection report details the findings of the inspection but does not
include the photos/slides contained in the MMD file copy.

MMD appreciates your efforts to comply with the NMMA and commends you for your safeguarding
and reclamation efforts. If you have any questions please contact Holland Shepherd of the Mining
Act Bureau, (505) 827-5971.

Sincerely,

‘7

Kathleen A. Garland, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: Ms. Maxine Goad, Environment Department
Mr. Sonny Marquez
S. Farthree and McKingen
S. Berryhill Ranch

Enclosures
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November 8, 1994

Mr. Holland Shephard

Chief, Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
2040 Pacheco Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re:  Request for additional information concerning prior reclamation
Dear Mr. St Hhard:

[ have received your September 19, 1994 letter requesting additional information on the sites
potentially eligible for prior reclamation which we brought to your attention in our letter of
August 31, 1994. With this letter we attempt to provide some of the information requested
as to some of the sites. As in your August 31, 1994 letter, however, Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation ("SFPGC") again preserves all of its positions relating to the Act. Also, by
providing certain information that is readily available to us and within the scope of your
requests, SFPGC would like to preserve the position that the information requested is not
"required" by any statutory or regulatory provision.

As you know, although Santa Fe holds interests in the properties it voluntarily identified in the
August 31 letter, it did not own, conduct, or otherwise control any of the operations which
were undertaken by third party mining companies pursuant to certain leases. As a result,
SFPGC typically is not in a position to describe such things as all waste units, impoundments,
stockpiles, leach piles, open pits or adits which may previously have been located at the sites.
Similarly, SFPGC did not in many instances conduct the reclamation work, and so is not able
to precisely describe such things as s¢ | mixes, reclamation design, etc. Although SFPGC has
voluntarily undertaken its own reclamation program at certain sites, (even prior to passage of
the New Mexico Mining Act) it has done so voluntarily in the sense that it was motivated by
its own corporate philosophy toward the environment rather than pursuant to any statutory,
regulatory or other legal obligation.

Enclosed is the additional information we can provide, including what our latest records show
as the names and addresses of the operators which should be able to provide the bulk of your
desired data. We have also provided names and addresses of surface owners, since they are
in the best--if not the only--position to know about post-mining land uses.
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| hope this helps the Mining Act Reclamation Bureau. Please give me a call if you or your
staff would like to discuss this further.

Very truly yours,

% //

Tim Leftwich
Vice President -
Environmental Quality

TL:pt

Enclosure
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Dctober 13, 1994

Hr. G.R. Vagner
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corp.

6200 Uptown Blvd., NE, Suite 40C
Albuqueraue, N¥ 87110

VIA FAX: (505) 880-5435

Dear George:

Pursuant to your request of October 7, 1994 following are land
ownerships and addresses of owners that you asked that I check on

for you, to wit:

T.L3N., R.8U, Section 7:

Fernandez Company
5000 San Mateo
San Hateo, NM 87050

T.13N., R.SW, Sections 1,7,17,21,23,29,and 31:

Section 19:

T.i3M., R.10W, Section 19:

Section 25:

T.13N., R.11¥., Section 12(SW1/4):

Conrinted...

Isabel O©. Marquez and
Solomon Marques, trustees

of the Isabel G. Harquez
Trust

P.0. Box 3526

pilan, N 87021

Isabel 0. Marquez
(above address)

Donna Jeak-fckinnon %
Frances Laree Fathree

Cs0 Volton Tietjen

P.0. Box 125

Continental Divide ,NM 87312

{ -ryhill Ranch, Ltd.
7000 W. 66 Ave.
Bluewater, NH 87005

Elkins Real Estate
P.G. Box 50
Prewitt, NH 84045




Continued.....

T.14N., R.10W, Sections 13 & 15:
Jerry & Luann Elkins
1010 W. 66 Ave.
Gallup, N 87301

Sections 23 & 25:

Homestake Mining Co.
P.0. Box 98
Grants, NM 87020-0011

If you need anything further, pleass advise.

Very truly yours

Fhty A Iroce
Philip Garcia
ar

See 73, T W, R Socere Lo, P m’_)
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State of New Mexico

ENERG Y, MINERALS and NATURAL RESOURCE> DEPARTMENT
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
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DRUG FREE =

tthu7/7/H:~d
BRUCE KING ANITA LOCKWOOD
GOVERNOR November 3, 1994 CABINET SECRETARY

Mr. Tim Leftwich

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corp.
Post Office Box 27019
Albuquerque, NM 87125

Re: Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s Prior Reclamation
Status, Faith Mine et al, McKinley Mine

Dear Mr. Leftwich:

Thank you for your letter dated August 31, 1994, requesting
approval for the prior reclamation of Section’s 1, 13, 17, 31, 19,
25 and Faith, Isabella, Johnny M, Marquez, SW 1/4 Sec. 13, and
Poison Canyon Mine Areas.

Section 5.10 of the New Mexico Mining Commission Rule 94-1,
requires that we conduct an inspection of your mine to determine if
the prior reclamation "satisfy the requirements of the Act and the
substantive requirements for reclamation pursuant to ..." the
rules. In this case the Director of the Mining and Minerals
Division will make a determination on the adequacy of your
reclamation by September 30, 1995.

Your letter and a subsequent letter did include checks totalling
$3,000.00, since the Mining and Minerals Division has interpreted
the rules to require $250.00 for each mine site. The maps
submitted identified the general areas where the mines were
located. However, the following information is required before the
application for prior reclamation status can be considered

complete:

1. a map of 1:24000 or larger scale (1:12000) showing the
limits of the reclaimed area and the location, and a
description, of any waste units, impoundments,
stockpiles, leach piles, open pits or adits that are
within this area;

2. a discussion of post-mining land use for the site

reclaimed;

VILLAGRA BUILDING - 408 Gallsteo 2040 South Pacheco LAND OFFICE BUILDING - 310 Oid Sants Fe Trail

Forestry and Resources Conservation Division Office of the Secretary Qil Conservation Division
P.O. Box 1948 87504-1948 827-5950 P.O. Box 2088 87504-2088
827-5830 827-5800

Park and Recreation Division Administrative Services
P.O. Box 1147 87504-1147 827-5925
827-7465

Energy Consarvation & Management
827-5900

Mining and Minerals
827-5870



Mr. Tim Leftwich
November 3, 1994
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a detailed description of the reclamation work performed,
including types of reclamation conducted, amount of acres
re jetated, the ¢ :d mix 1 1, the ct rent condition of
tr revegetation, etc., and how the reclamation project
has been designed to achieve a self-sustaining ecosystem;
an

if part of the reclamation, a discussion of how the
current reclamation of waste units, impoundments,
stockpiles, tailings piles of 1 pit or adil , have been
designed to ensure compliance with all applicable federal
and :z @ standarc for air, irface and ground wat
protection and to eliminat any future hazards to health
and public saf :y.

Please call n at (505)827-5970 if you have any questions
concerning the new regulations, the permit process or any other
alated issues.

Y

"

HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/AJ/fg



BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUF NEW MEXICO 87125

SANT A FE 6200 UPTOWN BILVD NF - SUITFE 400

P ACIFIC ALBUQUERQUIE NM K710

oo 70 TEL 505-880-5300 FAX505-880-5435 A Santa Fe Pacific Company
CORPORATION

September 19, 1994

Mr. John Lingo, Acting Director
Mining and Minerals Division
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Department
2040 South Pacheco

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Dear Sir:
Enclosed is Santa Fe Pacific’s check in the amount of $3,000 which should
have been enclosed with our letter of August 31, 1994 regarding our request for

approval of prior reclamation in connection with the 1993 New Mexico Mining Act.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me.

Very truly yours,

G. R. Wagner

Manager - Lease Records
GRW:bls
Enclosure

cc: T. J. Leftwich
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DATE NUMBER AMOUNT NUMBER AMOUNT
_QQ/QZJQA 4721190907 3,000.00 09-05717
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\ﬁﬂTTK—FE—PKCTFTC_GOEﬁ“COR? FEN#59566 PATE+09/16/54
MICR#:09191790 SYS#:09037820
SANTA FE PACIFIC GOLD CORP. THE NORTHERN TRUST COMPANY _2-16
CHICAGO, ILLINO!S 710
Box 27019
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125-7019 NO . 1 9 1 7 9 O
(505) 880-5300
A SANTA FE PACIFIC COMPANY 09/16/94

$*xxx3,000.00

pay ¥*®E¥¥*ekskxxkkxsx THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS EEFRREREER KR KK

TO THE
ORDER
OF

NM ENERGY, MIN. & NAT. RES. DE
MINING & MINERALS DIV.

2040 PACHECO STREET /7 i’ 2
SANTA FE , NM 87505 ///1/4/#//.//,7/2&
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BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125

SANTA FE 6200 UPTOWN BLYD NE, SUITE 100

PaAacCcifFicC ALBUQUERQUE, NM1 87110

SR TEL 505-880-5300 FAX505-880-5435 A Santa Fe Pacific Company
CORPORATION

C LULVED

AG3I00 |
4

MINING &
DIVIS

August 31, 1994
HAND DELIVERED

Mr. John Lingo, Director

Mining & Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals & Natural
Resources Department

2040 Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re: Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s Requests for Approval of
Prior Reclamation

Dear Mr. Lingo:

On behalf of Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation, this letter is
being hand-delivered along with a series of one-page submittals and
accompanying maps identifying certain properties which it believes
were previously mined by other companies for recovery of uranium
ores. These submissions are made in a spirit of cooperation even
though Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes it is not
required to make the submittals or undertake any other action under
the New Mexico Mining Act, if that Act is deemed to apply at all to
the uranium operations conducted at the site. Further, these
submissions are made with the expectation that they may overlap
with submissions by companies which conducted or owned the
operations causing any disturbances.

For each site, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation would like to
request that the Director of the Mining and Minerals Division
approve prior reclamation efforts pursuant to the New Mexico Mining
Act if the Director believes that the Mining Act may be applicable
to the operations previously conducted thereon. Pursuant to our
attorney’s recent discussions with you, these submissions are made
with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation fully preserves and does not waive any of its positions
that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act with
respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following
positions:



Mr. John Lingo, Director
August 31, 1994
Pac 2

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the
properties or activities thereon constitute commodities, materials
or activities regqulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission such
that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in
marketable quantities for a total of two years since January 1,
1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under
instrument (s) pursuant to which operations owned and conducted by
others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific Gold

Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the
operations with responsibilities, if there be any, under the }» 1ing
Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation
whatsoever to request approval of prior reclamation or carry out
other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to the
properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes these submissions with the
further understanding that neither the submissions themselves, nor
anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submissions
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of
New Mexico or any agency or subdivision thereof as evidence or as
an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist or hereafter
arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its
mineral properties in connection with the Mining Act. The same
understanding applies in all respects to this letter.

With the exception of two mines, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
believes these submissions cover all of its New Mexico properties
that might conceivably be argued as properties on which "“existing
mining operations" are situated. The first such exception is the
Northeast Church Rock Mine in Section 35, Township 17 North, Range
16 West. The Northeast Church Rock Mine was operated by United
Nuclear Corporation under a lease with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals
Corporation, now Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation. That lease
recently terminated after the adoption of the New Mexico Mining
Act.

The second uranium mine for which submission is not made with this
letter is the 0l1d Church Rock Mine in Section 17, Township 16
North, Range 16 West. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes
that ongoing mining operations exist or are contemplated at that
site by its most current lessee, Hydro Resources, Inc., and is
informed that that company is already in contact with MMD



Mr. John Lingo, Director
August 31, 1994
Page 3

concerning any Mining Act responsibilities that may be applicable
to the operations.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s purpose for voluntarily
submitting the enclosed requests for approval of prior reclamation,
and for identifying in this letter the two leased uranium mine
sites for which no submissions are made, is to cooperate fully and
in a spirit of good faith so as to assist the Mining and Minerals
Division in its tasks of identifying and narrowing down the
potential Mining Act-requlated operations that may require a
greater level of regulatory involvement.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, the enclosed
submissions or the nonwaiver/preservation of rights 1language
included, please do not hesitate to call.

Very %ruly yopurs,

Tim Leftwich ‘gf’

260530



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Poison Canyon Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 19, T.13N., R.OW.

Operator Name: Reserve Oil and Minerals

Description Of Site Condition: Poison Canyon Mine was operated by Reserve Oil
and Minerals under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features
were backfilled in 1987 upon termination of the lease. The site was also reclaimed upon lease
termination. Additional reclamation of the site was conducted in 1993 and 1994.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.
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August 31, 1994
HAND DELIVERED

Mr. John Lingo, Director

Mining & Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals & Natural
Resources Department

2040 Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re: Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s Requests for Approval of
Prior Reclamation

Dear Mr. Lingo:

On behalf of Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation, this letter is
being hand-delivered along with a series of one-page submittals and
accompanying maps identifying certain properties which it believes
were previously mined by other companies for recovery of uranium
ores. These submissions are made in a spirit of cooperation even
though Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes it is not
required to make the submittals or undertake any other action under
the New Mexico Mining Act, if that Act is deemed to apply at all to
the uranium operations conducted at the site. Further, these
submissions are made with the expectation that they may overlap
with submissions by companies which conducted or owned the
operations causing any disturbances.

For each site, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation would 1like to
request that the Director of the Mining and Minerals Division
approve prior reclamation efforts pursuant to the New Mexico Mining
Act if the Director believes that the Mining Act mav pplicable
to the operations prev1ously conducted ther . _: nt to ou
attorney’s recent disci ior with you, these submissions are made
with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation fully preserves and does not waive any of its positions
that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act with
respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following
positions:
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1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the
properties or activities thereon constitute commodities, materials
or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission such
that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in
marketable quantities for a total of two years since January 1,
1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under
instrument (s) pursuant to which operations owned and conducted by
others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific Gold

Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the
operations with responsibilities, if there be any, under the Mining
Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation
whatsoever to request approval of prior reclamation or carry out
other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to the
properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes these submissions with the
further understanding that neither the submissions themselves, nor
anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submissions
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of
New Mexico or any agency or subdivision thereof as evidence or as
an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist or hereafter
arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its
mineral properties in connection with the Mining Act. The same
understanding applies in all respects to this letter.

With the exception of two mines, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
believes these submissions cover all of its New Mexico properties
that might conceivably be argued as properties on which "existing
mining operations" are situated. The first such exception is the
Northeast Church Rock Mine in Section 35, Township 17 North, Range
16 West. The Northeast Church Rock Mine was operated by United
Nuclear Corporation under a lease with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals

Corporation, now Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation. That lease
1 it~ 7 1 o il = - tr adopt » of tt 1t} 71 "~ > Minir
Act.

The ¢ :ond uranium mine for wl ' :h submission '3 not made with this

letter is the 0ld Church Rock Mine in Section 17, Township 16
North, Range 16 West. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes
that ongoing mining operations exist or are contemplated at that
site by its most current lessee, Hydro Resources, Inc., and is
informed that that company is already in contact with MMD
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concerning any Mining Act responsibilities that may be applicable
to the operations.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s purpose for voluntarily
submitting the enclosed requests for approval of prior reclamation,
and for identifying in this letter the two leased uranium mine
sites for which no submissions are made, is to cooperate fully and
in a spirit of good faith so as to assist the Mining and Minerals
Division in its tasks of identifying and narrowing down the
potential Mining Act-regulated operations that may require a
greater level of regulatory involvement.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, the enclosed
submissions or the nonwaiver/preservation of rights language
included, please do not hesitate to call.

Very Xruly yours,

Tim Leftwich {;r'

260530



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 13, T.14N., R.10W.

Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin

Description Of Site Condition:  This section was mined by Homestake under a lease from
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species.
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation
Name Of Mine: Unknown /7. I
~vpographic Location Of Mine: Section 15, T.14N., R.10W.
Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin

Description Of Site Condition:  This section was mined by Homestake under a lease from
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species.
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation
Name Of Mine: Unknown /'/ gt T
Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 23, T.14N., R.10W.
Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin

Description Of Site Condition:  This section was mined by Homestake under a lease from
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species.
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown [

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 25, T.14N., R.10W.

Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin

Description Of Site Condition: This section was mined by Homestake under a lease
from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species.
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 1, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: Kerr McGee

Description Of Site Condition: Kerr McGee operated on Section 1 under a lease
agreement with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Kerr McGee reclaimed the site upon
termination of the lease agreement. Surface disturbance was revegetated with native plant
species and topography returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 13, T.IN., R.6W.

Operator Name: M.P. Grace

Description Of Site Condition: =~ M. P. Grace operated the mine on Section 13 under a lease
from then Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The lease was terminated in 1979. The site
was reclaimed in 1980. Open adits or shafts were backfilled and disturbed areas revegetated
with native species. Surface topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.
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Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

N: : Of Mine: Doris Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 21, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: Ranchers Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: Ranchers operated a mine on this section under a
lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled and the
site reclaimed in 1987. Areas of surface disturbance were revegetated with native species and
topography returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commaodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
1 er the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
s be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Faith Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 29, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name:  Ranchers Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: = Ranchers operated a mine on this section under a lease from
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled and the site
reclaimed in 1987. Areas of surface disturbance were revegetated with native species and
topography returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commaodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior ..cclamation

Name Of Mine: Hope Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: Ranchers Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: The Hope Mine was operated by Ranchers
Exploration under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The lease agreement was
terminated in 1987. Open mine features were backfilled in 1987 and reclamation completed.
Areas of surface disturbance were revegetated with native species and topography returned to
natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Isabella Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 7, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: Ranchers Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: = Ranchers had limited operations on this section under a lease
from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1987. Surface
disturbance areas were revegetated with native species and topography returned to original
contour to the extent feasible. Mine features were backfilled or otherwise safeguarded.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa . ¢ Pacific Gold Cc _ sration makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Johnny M Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 7, T.13N., R.8W.

Operator Name: Ranchers Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: = Ranchers had limited operations on this section under a lease
from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1987. Surface
disturbance areas were revegetated with native species and topography returned to original
contour to the extent feasible. Mine features were backfilled or otherwise safeguarded.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Poison Canyon Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 19, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: Reserve Oil and Minerals

Description Of Site Condition: Poison Canyon Mine was operated by Reserve Oil
and Minerals under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features
were backfilled in 1987 upon termination of the lease. The site was also reclaimed upon lease
termination. Additional reclamation of the site was conducted in 1993 and 1994.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa . ¢ Pacific _old Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Section 25 Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 25, T.13N., R.10W.

Operator Name: Reserve Oil and Minerals

Description Of Site Condition: Reserve Oil and Minerals operated this mine under
a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled by
Reserve Oil and Minerals upon termination of the lease agreement. Additional reclamation
activities were conducted in 1994. Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent
possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown ' A

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 19, T.13N., R.10W.

Operator Name: Todilto Exploration

Description Of Site Condition:  Todilto Exploration operated a mine on this section under
an agreement with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The site was reclaimed in accordance
with Environmental Protection Agency standards in 1991. Open mine features were backfilled
and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native species. Topography was returned to
original contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: SW/4 of Section 13, T.13N., R.11W,

Operator Name: Todilto Exploration

Description Of Site Condition: A portion of this section was operated by Todilto
Exploration under a lease from Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were
backfilled. Topography was returned to original contour to the extent possible. Additional
reclamation of the site was conducted in 1994.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Sai- FeT ific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor tI  fact of ng the sul  ssion
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Marquez Mine

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 23, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: United Nuclear Corporation

Description Of Site Condition: United Nuclear leased this section from Santa Fe
Pacific Minerals Corporation. Open mine features were backfilled in 1987 and the site
reclaimed. Areas of surface disturbance were revegetated with native species and topography
returned to natural contour to the extent possible. Additional reclamation was conducted in
1994,

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold _orporation makes this submission with the furtt unc standing that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 17, T.13N., R.9W.

Operator Name: United Nuclear

Description Of Site Condition: This site was reclaimed. Disturbed areas were
revegetated and topography returned to natural contour to the extent possible. Open adits and
shafts were backfilled or otherwise safeguarded. The area is stable and there is no erosion
present.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3, That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

1 ) ] in ~ this: sic  with the f unc  stanc -~ that
> submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the sut  si
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any age
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which 1y exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

Name Of Mine: Unknown

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 31, T.13N., R.9W,

Operator Name: United Nuclear

Description Of Site Condition: United Nuclear operated the mine located on Section
31 under a lease from then Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. The lease was terminated
in 1975. Open adits and shafts were backfilled or otherwise safeguarded in 1987. Areas of
surface disturbance were revegetated and topography returned to natural contour to the extent
possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4, That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa . ¢ Pac...c wold Corporation makes this sut  ssion with tt furtl understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.
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GOVERNOR CABINET SECRETARY

08/31/94
Certified No.Z 062 024 069

RESERVE OIL & MINERALS
HAYSTACK MINE AND PIT
, O

Re: Site Assessment Overdue, HAYSTACK MINE AND PIT,
RESERVE OIL & MINERALS, MK

DEAR RESERVE OIL & MINERALS

This letter is to inform you that you may be in non-compliance with thsa

New Mexico Mining Act (the Act). Pursuant to Section 69-36-5A., uwners
or operators on new and existing mine sites within the State of Ne'v

Mexico were required, by the Act to submit a site assessment of thi: mine
site on or before June 30, 1994. To date the Mining and Minerals Divi-

sion (MMD) has not received a site assessment for the operation sited :ibove
and for which your name has been filed with this agency. Please find
attached a copy of Section 69-36-5A. of the Act, and a copy of Mi1D's Mining
Operation Site Assessment Check List. This information describes the
requirements for filing a site assessment and the deadline, which was

June 30, 1994.

Please note from the language of the Act describing the site assessiment
requirement, that even though you may not intend to continue mining
operations, a site assessment and consequent permitting may still be required.
Also, pursuant to Section 69-36-5E. prior reclamation may be accepted

in lieu of a site assessment and permitting, as long as the work was
completed before July 12, 1994 (the effective date of the Mining Rules).

The new Rules and the Act allow the director of MMD to issue a violation or
cessation order if it is determined that a condition, practice or violation
exists at any operation that violates the Act or Rules. A mining operation
which falls under the requirements of the Act and which has not filed o site
site assessment is in violation of the Act.

Pl¢ se con :t this offic by September 30, 1994, regarding your site's
status. If you do not believe you fall under the requirements of the

Act, please advise us. If you do fall under the requirements of the

Act, you must file a site assessment with this agency by October 31,1994.

VILLAGRA BUILDING - 408 Galisteo 2040 South Pacheco LAND OFFICE BUILDING - 310 Old Santa Fe Trall
Forestry and Resources Conservation Division Office of the Secretary Oil Conservation Division
P.O. Box 1948 87504-1948 827-5950 P.O. Box 2088 87504-2088
827-5830 827-5800
Park and Recreation Division Administrative Services

P.O. Box 1147 87504-1147 827-5925
827-7465

Energy Conservation & Management
827-5900

Mining and Minerals
827-5970



If you have questions regarding this letter please contact me at 827-5925
or Holland Shephe¢ 1 with the Mining Act Reclamation Bureau, at 827-5970.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

%go,’ Act%g Director

Mining and Minerals Division
JL\hs
Attachments

cc: Carol Leach, Office of the General Council
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RESERVE OIL & MINERALS

SECTION 19 T13N ROW
P.0. Box 546

Grants, NM 87020

Re: Site Assessment Overdue, SECTION 19 T13N RO9W,
RESERVE OIL & MINERALS,

DEAR RESERVE OIL & MINERALS

This letter is to inform you that you may be in nor .ompliance witi :ne

New Mexico Mining Act (the Act). Pursuant to Sc..tion 69-36-bA., owners
or operators on new and existing mine sites withir the State of Ne

Mexico were required, by the Act to submit a site issessment of t: .: mine
site on or before June 30, 1994. To date the Mir g and Minerals Uivi-

sion (MMD) has not received a site assessment fo the operation s.ted above
and for which your name has been filed with this . gency. Please !.i:d
attached a copy of Section 69-36-5A. of the Act, and a copy of MMD's Mining
Operation Site Assessment Check List. This inforrnation describes the
requirements for filing a site assessment and the ceadline, which was

June 30, 1994.

Please note from the language of the Act describir g the site assessiinent
requirement, that even though you may not intenc to continue mining
operations, a site assessment and consequent per nitting may still be required.
Also, pursuant to Section 69-36-5E. prior reclama‘ion may be accepted

in lieu of a site assessment and permitting, as lona as the work was
completed before July 12, 1994 (the effective dat~ of the Mining Rules).

The new Rules and the Act allow the director of MMD to issue a violation or
cessation order if it is determined that a condition, practice or violation
exists at any operation that violates the Act or Ru'»s. A mining op«ration
which falls under the requirements of the Act and which has not {:'cd a site
site assessment is in violation of the Act.

o ( stthis 1 by ¢ | ver 30, 1¢ 4, regarding your site's
status. If you do not believe you fall under the requirements of the

Act, please advise us. If you do fall under the requirements of the

Act, you must file a site assessment with this agency by October 31,1994.

VILLAGRA BUILDING - 408 Galisteo 2040 South Pacheco LAND OFFICE BUILDING - 310 Old Santa Fe Trail
Forestry and Resources Conservation Division Office of the Secretary Oil Conservation Division
P.O. Box 1948 87504-1948 827-5950 P.O. Box 2088 87504-2088
827-5830 827-5800
Park and Recreation Division Administrative Services
P.O. Box 1147 °7504-1147 827-5925
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Energy Conservation & Management
827-5900

Mining and Minerals
827-5970



If you have questions regarding this letter please contact me at 827-5925
or Holland Shepherd with the Mining Act Reclamation Bureau, at 827-5970.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

%go, A%ting Director

Mining and Minerals Division
JL\hs
Attachments

cc: Carol Leach, Office of the General Council
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Jennifer A. Salisbury Kathleen A. Garland
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 13, 1996

Mr. Tim Leftwich

Vice President - Environmental Quality
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
P.O. Box 27019

Albuquerque, NM 87110

Re: Prior Reclamation, Poison Canyon Mine, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
Dear Mr. Leftwich:

Thank you for your letter of April 25, 1996. Your cooperation in addressing the Poison Springs
prior reclamation question is greatly appreciated.

You mentioned in your recent letter that you had assumed we had dropped the six sites mentioned
in our February 13, 1996, from the list of sites requiring reclamation under Mining Act because of
the marketable mineral clause found under the definition of “existing mining operation,” in the
Mining Act. This is correct, we determined that these sites did not meet the definition of an
“existing mining operation." We were unable to find any record showing that these operations
produced marketable minerals for a total of two years between January 1, 1970 and July 18, 1993.

Regarding the status of the Poison Springs site, this must be resolved through a variance or permit
application. Pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act (NMMA) Rules Subpart 510, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation applied to the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) for an inspection of prior
reclamation of their Poison Canyon Mine. During the inspection, MMD personnel could not
determine if Santa Fe Pacific Gold's reclamation was successful because the newly seeded vegetation
had not had enough time to become established.

MMD is agreeable to granting a variance from the September 30, 1995 deadline addressed in
NMMA Rule Subpart 510.B if a variance request is submitted and the requirements of public
participation in NMMA Rules Subpart 9 are completed. [f the variance is granted MMD will
reinspect the recle  ition of the Poison Canyon Mine at a time to be agreed upon by the operator and
MMD. I[f then the Director determines that the reclamation measures at the Poison Canyon Mine
are consistent with the requirements of the NMMA and Rules then, pursuant to NMMA Rules
Subpart 510.B, the Director will release the owner or operator from further requirements of the Act
and Rules.



Thank you for sending us the updated address for Reserve Oil and Minerals Corp. We will again
attempt to contact Reserve Oil and Minerals Corp. regarding the Poison Springs site. However,
until we can get some type of commitment from Reserve Oil we must continue to consider Santa
Fe Pacific Gold responsible for the site.

We would be happy to meet with you concerning the status of the Poison Springs mine. [ will
have sometime during the afternoon of Mon. 5/20 to meet and the afternoon of Fri. 5/24. 1 will
then be out of the office until June 5, 1996. It is very important we resolve this as soon possible
because of the time frames set up in the NMMA Rules.

Sincerely,

i

olland Shepherd, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HWS/RSY

cc: Kathleen Garland, Director, MMD
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April 25, 1996 SN

Mr. Holland Shepherd

Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining & Minerals Division
2040 S. Pacheco St.

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Re:  Poison Canyon Mine
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

I am in receipt of your letter advising Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation that the Poison Canyon
Mine is the only site for which we previously sought prior reclamation approval where further work
will be necessary pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act. We hereby respond without waiving
any of our previously reserved positions regarding the New Mexico Mining Act in relation to Santa
Fe Pacific Gold Corporation and the sites for which we sought prior reclamation approvals.

Your letter asks whether we have a more current address than the Grants, New Mexico address in
your records for Reserve Oil and Minerals, the former operator of the site. Our files reflect that the
current address of Reserve is as follows:

138
Suite 380, 20 First Plaza |- 9&6/ 2p- 138
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Meanwhile, however, it would be helpful in evaluating our intentions concerning the Poison
Canyon site if you would provide us with all information you have concerning the site, an
assessment of what MMD believes still needs to be done, and your estimation of whether the site
might be eligible for a variance or for permitting as a minimal impact site under the Mining Act.

Your letter also indicates that MMD has determined that certain sites which you previously advised
were not eligible for a prior reclamation release are not, it turns out, within the definition of existing
mining operations under the Act. Because Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation was not the operator
of those sites, we have not attempted to evaluate production data to confirm your conclusions,
which I assume are based on more than just our reservation of the legal position that the sites may
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not have produced in marketable quantities for a total of two years under the pertinent definition.
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation contends we do not meet the definition of operator under the
Act, therefore we have no obligation to conduct further reclamation of the Poison Canyon site.

We respectfully request a meeting concerning the state of the Poison Canyon site and how this issue
might be resolved. Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,
7

) /54 Y

Tim Leftwich
Vice President -
Environmental Quality

c: P. M. James
G. R. Wagner
W. Jarke
S. R. Butzier





