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SECTION 23 MINE 
(14N, 10W, Homestake) 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 
(505) 287-4456 

December 19, 1995 

~ -Ms. Kathleen A. Garland , Director 
Mining and Minerals Division 

of New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural 
Resources Department 

P.O. Box 6429 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6429 

Re: Prior Reclamation Release, Sections 13, 15, 23, 25 and 32 Mines, McKinley 
County 

Dear Ms. Garland: 

I received your Prior Reclamation Release letter dated September 29, 1995 on 
November 16, 1995. In this letter I found some areas that need clarification or 
changed to match the recorded documents already in the file. The following is a 
list of the corrections: 

PaQe ParaQraph Comment 
2 1st under Inspection Procedures Inspections occurred on June 29 

and July 13, 1995 not June 28 
3 1st under Section 13, T14N, R1 OW United Nuclear-Homestake Partners 

began operation of Section 13 Mine 
in October, 1977 

5 1st under Section 15, T14N, R10W Section 1 5 Mine had approximately 
30 aces disturbed 

7 1st under Section 23 (T14N, R1 OW) This section was reclaimed in June 
of 1992 

9 1st under Photograph of Site inspection on June 29, 1995 
Homestake's Section 23 Mine 

9 1st under Section 25, T14N, R1 OW Inspection beQan on June 29, 1995 
11 1st under Maintenance ltem(s) I did not receive report until 

November 16, 1995. A report will 
be sent to Director of MMD 60 days 
from November 16, 1995 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Ms. Kathleen A. Garland, Director 
December 19, 1995 
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14 1st under Summary and Conclusion Staff recommends that Section 15, 
Section 13, Section 25 and Section 
32 mine sites be released from 
further requirements of the New 
Mexico Mining Act. 

Should you have any questions please contact me at (505) 287-4456. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

FRC:jg 



.. 

September 29, 1995 

Mr. Fred Craft, Resident Manager 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, NM 87020 

RE: Prior Reclamation Release, Section 13, 15, 23, 25 and 32 Mines, McKinley County, New 
Mexico 

Dear Mr. Craft : 

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has completed the inspection of reclamation measures at 
the following mines as requested by Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC): 

Section 13 Tl4N RI OW 
Section 15 Tl4N RI OW 
Section 25 Tl4N Rl OW 
Section 32 Tl4N R9W 

Based on findings in the enclosed inspection reports, reclamation measures at the above mines satisfy 
the requirements of the New Mexico Mining Act (NM:MA) and the substantive requirements for 
reclamation pursuant to the NMMA Rules. Therefore, HMC is hereby released from further 
requirements of the NMMA on the mines listed above. However, the Section 25 Mine was identified 
by staff as having one maintenance item which will need to be addressed . The release for this site will 
be conditional on Homestake performing the work discussed in the Section 25 report and meeting 
the deadline provided in the report . 

The enclosed prior reclamation inspection report details the findings of the inspection but does not 
include the photos/slides contained in the MMD file copy. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY - P. 0. BOX 6• l9 - SANTA H, NM 87505-6429 - (50 5) 827-5950 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION - P. 0. BOX 64)9 - SAN TA fl , NM 87505-<>• l 9 - (505) 8l 7-59l5 

ENERGY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT DIVIS ION - P. 0. BO X 64 l 9 - 5ANTA H , NM 87505·6• l 9 - (505) 827-5900 
FORESTRY AND RESOURCES CONSERVATION DIVISION - P. 0. BO X 19•8 - SANTA H, NM 87504 -1948 - (505) 82 7-5 8)0 

MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION - P. 0 . BO X 6• l 9 - SA NTA fl, NM 87505-<>• 29 - (50 5) 827-5970 
Oil CONSERVATION DIVISION - P. 0 . BOX 6,l9 - SANTA ll, NM 87505 -<>• l9 - (501) 8 l7-71J1 

PARI< AND RECREATION DIVISION - P. 0 . BO X 114 7 - SANTA fl. NM 8750 4 -1 14 7 - (505) 827-7465 



The Section 23 Mine was identified by staff as having insufficient cover to meet release. However, 
since Homestake has completed mos t reclamation measures at the mine, Homestake may apply for 
a variance from the provisions of the NMMA Rules pu rsuant to Rule I 0. Otherwise Homestake must 
apply for a permit under the provisions of Rule 5. I O. B. 

l\ll1v1D appreciates I---Jj\llC's efforts to comply with the NMMA and commends them for their 
safeguarding and reclamation efforts. If you have any qu estions please contact Holland Shepherd of 
the Mining Act Bureau, (505) 827-5971 . 

Si ncerely, 

Kat leen A. Garland, Director 
Min ing and Minerals Division 

cc : Ms. Maxine Goad, New Mexico Environment Department 
Mr. Mark Schmidt , State Land Office 
Mr. Jerry El kins, Surface Owner 

Encl osures 



PRIOR RECLAMATION INSPECTION REPORT 
AND 

RECOMMENDATION FOR RELEASE OR PERMIT REQUIREMENT 

Homestake lining Company -- California 

Section 13, (T 14N R IOW), Section 15 (T 14N, R IOW), Section 23 (T 14N, R IOW), 
Section 25 (T 14N, R IOW) and Section 32 (T 14 , R lOW) Mines 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the New Mexico Mining Act 
Section 69-36-7 U., Prior Reclamation 

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
M ining an d Minerals Divisio n 

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 

September 26, 1995 



Introduction 

The purpose of these inspections was to determine if reclamation measures at Homestake Mining Company 's 
Section 13 , Section 15 , Section 23, Section 25 , and Section 32 Mines satisfy the requirements of the New 
Mexico Mining Act (Section 69-36-7, Prior Reclamation) and other substantive requirements for prior 
reclamation pursuant to the New Mexico Mining Act Rules . The sites , their locations, and dates of 
inspections by the New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division are presented in Table 1. 

T bl 1 H a e k M .. C omesta ·e mmg ' P . R I ompany s nor ec ama 100 1 es . 

Name of Mine Location Date of Inspection 

Section 13 T 14N, R !OW July 13 , 1995 

Section 15 T l4N, R !OW July 13 , 1995 

Section 23 T 14N, R lOW June 28, 1995 

Section 25 T 14N, R !OW June 28, 1995 

Section 32 T 14N, R lOW July 13 , 1995 

Inspection Procedures 

Inspections by the Mining and Minerals Division of prior reclamation sites were conducted on the following 
mine sites: Section 13 (T 14N, R !OW), Section 15 (T 14N, R lOW), Section 23 (T 14N, 
R !OW), Section 25 (T 14N, R lOW), and Section 32 (T 14N, R lOW). All inspections were conducted and 
completed on June 28 and July 13, 1995. Persons present during the June 28 , 1995 inspections of the 
Section 23 and Section 25 mines included: Mr. Joe DeAguero, Mr. Robert Garcia, Ms. Tacy Harling, and Ms. 
Robyn Tierney of the New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division; and Mr. Fred Craft, representing 
Homestake Mining Company (HMC). Persons present during the July 13 , 1995 inspection of the Section 
13 , Section 15 , and Section 32 mines included: Mr. Fred Craft, representing Homestake Mining Company; 
and Ms. Tacy Harling, and Mr. Robert Young of the New Mexico Mining and Minerals Di vision (MMD). 
The authors of this inspection report were Ms . Robyn Tierney and Mr. Robert Young. 

Inspections of each mine site consisted of a rev iew of information submi tted by the mine operator, subsequent 
discussion with the operator pertaining to mining and reclamation at each site, inspection of the condition of 
the reclaimed mine si tes , line-intercept sampling fo r est imates of vegeta ti ve cover, compilation of plant 
species lists, measurement of reclaimed so il depths. and photo-documentation. Each of the mine sites was 
visua lly inspected for erosion features and hydro logic stab ili ty . During a walkover of each site, all slopes and 
areas of water concentration (ponds , diversions and areas where disturbed areas enter undisturbed lands) 
were visually inspected for stability . Topsoil placement and distnbution were evaluated at each site. 
Sampling for topsoil depth consisted of randomly digging a series of holes to identify the depth of topsoil and 
the presence or absence of potentially toxic wasterock at roo ting depth . Grading of all was terock piles and 
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borrow areas was visually inspected. Placement and closure of portals and vent shafts were verified in the 
fiel d. 

The establishment and relative percent cover of reseeded and native plant species were evaluated in randomly 
placed transects. Fifty foot transects were eva luated at each mine site using the line intercept method 
(Bonham 1989). These transects were used to estimate the relative percent cover of each plant species 
intercepted at 3' intervals along a transect. Seventeen points per transect were recorded. 1n addition, a list of 
species present wi thin a 50' X 6' belt transect adjacent to each transect was compiled. These sampling 
procedures , however, do not meet sample adequacy. Ra ther, these procedures were conducted to es timate the 
relative percent cover and to evaluate the diversi ty of species present at each of the eight mine sites. 
Additional resources would be needed to fully eva luate the vegetation of these prior reclamation sites to a 
level of sample adequacy and would require at leas t 24 additiona l man-hours of inspection time per site. 

Results and Discussion 

Maps and reports describing the conditions at the five mine sites were submitted by Homestake in 1994. 
The detail in these reports and maps is sufficient to describe conditions and facilities that were present on 
each site prior to reclamation and provide information on the reclamation of each site. Details of the 
reclamation activities at each site were further verified in discussions with Mr. Craft of Homestake Mining 
Company and by the on-site inspections conducted on June 29 and July 13 , 1995 . 

Section 13, T 14N, R lOW 

The present owner of the surface rights to Section 13 is Mr. Jerry Elkins. The owner of the mineral rights is 
Cerrillos Land Company (Santa Fe Pacific Railroad). Homestake-Sap in Partners began operation of the 
HMC Section 13 Mine in October 1977 as United Nuclear-Homestake Partners under a lease from Santa Fe 
Pacific Railroad. The partnership was dissolved February 1981 with Homestake Mining Company-Grants 
remaining as the operator. The company was later renamed Homestake Mining Company of California. 

The Section 13 Mine lies within the Ambrosia Lake valley. Appendix A (Kelly 1963) depicts the 
stratigraphic column underlying the fonnations at this and the four other mine sites (Section 15 . Section 23 , 
Section 25, and Section 32) discussed in this report. Uran ium ore was found in the "A" through "D" 
sandstone units of the Westwater Canyon member of the Morrison Formation (HMC, 1994 ). This mine was 
a dry mine (Craft, 1995). There are no surface water features in the section. Surface drainage is to an 
unnamed tributary of Arroyo del Puerto that, in tum, drains into San Mateo Creek. Structures which existed 
at the Section 13 Mine while it was in operation included an access road, a vertical shaft, a ventil ation shaft, 
an equipment storage area, two waste rock piles, a compressor bu ilding and a office/hoist/compressor 
building. Homes take regraded and topsoi led the site in early 1992 and reseeded in June of the same year. 
The seed mixture used in the reclamation of the Section 13 Mine and the other mine sites is shown in 
Appendix B. Photographs of reclamation activities were provided in the request fo r prior reclamation 
inspection (HMC, 1994) 

A barbed wire fence surrounded the site. All strnctures, trash or junk had been removed from the si te. There 
were no visible piles or accumulations of toxic or waste materia l on the site. There were no apparent hazards 
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or eros ion fea tures that could affect publ ic health and safety. The slopes of the reclaimed waste rock piles 
appeared stable with respect to eros ion and mass movemen t. The reclaimed waste rock piles blended in with 
the surrounding terrain and provided topograp hic diversity. Shaft boreho les were backfilled with nontoxic 
mine waste material and capped with concrete slabs that were, in tum, covered with a foot of soil (HMC, 
1994 ). Top so il depths ac ross the site ranged from 5 to 14 inches. There was some ev idence of grazing by 
wildlife. Perennial species identified on the site included blue grama, galleta , snakeweed, western wheatgrass, 
alka li sacaton and globemallow (Table 2). The area had had little precipitation during the course of the 
summer and vegetation was drought stressed. Line-i ntercept transects (Table 3) indicated that there was 
approx imately 18 percent perennial vegetative cover and 30 percent litter cover (DeAguero. 1995 ). 

T bl ; L a e -· 1st o fS ,pec1es at H k . S omesta ·e s ect1on .) me l"' M. 

CO~ IMON NA,\IE Genus & specie.v' 

Alkal i sacaton Sporoho /11s airoides 

Wt:stem wheatgrass .-lgropyron s111ithii 

Crested wheatgrass Agropyron crisla/11111 

Bl ue grama grass 8011te/01u1 gracilis 

Gallt:ta Hilnrin Jn111esii 

Ragweed Kochi11 scopori,1111 

Daisy tl<!abane £ rigero11 sp. 

Scarlet globemallow Sphnernlcen coccinen 

Yellow snakewet)d Gutierrezin snrotlwae 

Value (%) 

Perermial Covt)r: 6 

Liner Covt) r 53 

Rock Cover 0 

Ba n: G rounJ 35 

; 
,; ,.·. . .. , .. ,.: . . ·. -;,; .. •,-:;-: ... 

Tra nsect #2 Va lue(%) 

Pt:n:nn ia l Cove r 
I 
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Li tter Con :r 12 

Roc k Cover 0 

B:m: Ground 65 

T rnn~ect #3 Value (%) 

Perermia l Cover: 24 

Litte r Cover 2-l 

Rock Cove r 6 

Ba re Ground 47 

M aintenance Items: 

None 

Photographs of HM C's Section I 3 Mine 

l. Thi s photogrnph is of the stockpile area fo llO\vi ng reclamation. 

2. Photograph #2 documents the characteristic wasterock material fo und at the Section 13 mine 
site. 

3. These two photographs (#3 and #4) are panoramic views of the borrow area. 

Section 15, T 14N, R !OW 

The Section 15 Mi ne prior rec lamation site is loca ted in the Ambros ia Lake va lley. 2 7 miles northwest of 
Grants, New Mexico. Approximately 40 acres of Sec tion 15 (where the head frame exis ted) were dis turbed. 
The rest of the mine was res tricted to underground workings. Homestake. however, has asked fo r release of 
the entire section and mine site from further requirements of the Act (Craft, 1995). The owner of the surface 
esta te is Mr. Jerry Elkins . Mineral rights are om1ed by Cerrillos Land Company (Santa Fe Pacific Railroad) 

Operation of the HMC Section 15 Mine ,ms initiated by Homestake-Sap in Partners in February 1958 under a 
lease from Santa Fe Pacific Railroad . In 1968 Homestake-Sapin Partners beca me United Nuclear-Homes take 
Partners. This partnership was di ssolved in February 198 1 and Homestake Mini ng Company. later renamed 
Homestake Mining Company of Ca liforn ia. became the operator. The Section 15 mine closed in 198 1 
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(HMC. [ 9<J4). The mine \\JS wet and waler \\JS pumped from the mi ne into ::i pond (C raft, 1995) There are 
no surface \\ aler lc ::itu res in the section. As in the case of Homes take ·s Section 13 Mine. surface dra in age is 
to an unnamed tributary or Arroyo de! Puerto \Yhich. in tum. drains into San Mateo Creek. Structures which 
exi sted while the Section 15 Mine was in operation included \"Crtical shafts . a dec lined shaft. 3 \ent ilation 
boreholes. 2 \\ astc rock pil es. a de\\ atering pond and a office/hoist buildi ng. Homestake rec laimed this site in 
ea rly 1992 and reseeded (Appendix B) it in June 1992. Photographs of the reclamat ion act ivi ties at this site 
are prO\·ided in the HMC report ( 1994) 

The entire section and mine s ite have been fenced \\·ith barbed wire. All structures, trash. and deb ris have been 
removed from the mine site. There \\"ere no ap parent accumulati ons or \\·as te materials or hazards that could 
::iffect public he::ilth or safety on the site. The recl::i imed wasterock piles \\ere stable \\·ith no erosion or rill 
lo1111ation. These piles also blended in with the surro und ing terra in and provided topographic relie f The mine 
and ai r shaf'ls \\·ere backfilled \\~th nontoxic mine waste mater ials. capped with concrete slabs. then covered with 
a foo t of soil (HMC. 1994) Topso il depths across the site ranged from -U to 10 inches. There was some 
evidence of grazing by domenstic cat tle and wild li fe The vegetat ion (Table -+ ) also showed signs of drought 
stress . Litter eoYer ;:incl perenni;:il 1egc t::iti1·e co1er (Ta ble 5) \\ e1·c approxim;:itely 29 percent and 31 percent. 
respect ively (Der\guero. 1995). 

T bl 4 L. a e , 1st o fS ,pec1es at H k . S omesta ·e s ecl1011 I ""M ) me 

(:():\f.\ lON :--;,\ ,\I I~ Ge1111s & sp ecies' 

Albli sacatnn Spornho/11s a iroit!es 

Sand drn ps.:cd Sporoholt1s c1vptw1dms 

W e st~111 ,vhi:a I t!r:1ss .·lgropvro11 s111it/11i 

Blue: gra111a grass !Jo111do11a graci/i.1· 

Indian ric..:grass Orvzopsis livme11oides 

Cialkt:i ffilariaj,1111esii 

Foxtail barky Honle11 111 j 11hot11111 

Y..:llow snakc:\\·c.:d ( ;1,1icrrezi<1 sarn1l1rae 

:\,,11 1c11d:i t11 rc :ilkr: \ l:111111. \ \ ' C. :111d C R. l lut cl1111,. 19X0 . . \ Flor:i of .'lew \lnko. J. C r:1 mcr. ,·.,d uz. Gcnna 11v. 

\\'dsh. S.L e1 ,,! (•JX7 . \ l ' tah Flom. Ci rca t lla,111 :-,;,lluralist \km o ,r :\n 9 . 

Table 5. Summ ar, o l' Relati ve Cover Data at Homes take ·s Section I ~ ,vi inc -

I Tranwct !/ I I \ "aluc ( % ) 

l\:n.::1111 1~11 Co v~r: .12 

l, itti;:r Coia ~9 

Ro..:k Cov-: r () 
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[ln re c; round 'l -'-

Number·of ix:rcnniul spccit:s pri!scnt in bdt trans.:ct 5 

I Tran~,•ct # 2 
I 

\'alu~ ( % ) 

l'c rc 1111i a l C u 1cr· 2') 

Lina Co l'cr 2') 

Rock Cmcr 0 

B~ rc ( irounJ 35 

N"umh_cr :of perenni al specie~ present in bdl. tr:ms.:cl 8 

Maintena nce Ite ms: 

t one. 

P hotographs of Hornes take ' s Section 15 Mine 

The photogr;:iphs on the fol lowing page were taken during site inspection of the Section 15 Mine 
0 11 Juh· 13. J<J<J:i . 

Section 23 , (T 1 ~N, R 1 OW) 

< 

I 

This section ,,·as rec laimed in June of 1994. The seed mixture used in the recl;:imation of the Section 23 Mine 
is presented in Ap pend ix A of this document. Most of the reclaimed mine site is covered with the annual 
\\ eeds ragweed (Koc hi;:i scoparium) and Russian th istle (Sa lsola kali ). The following table (Table -+ ) 
contains a list of all species identified on the reclaimed Section 23 mine site. This list is not inc lusi,·e of all 
the plant species th;:it may be present on thi s site at other times o t· the ye;:ir_ 

T bl 6 L a e lSI 0 rs . peClCS J l H k - S omcs la ·e s . CCll Oll _.) I l llC 

CO.\l.\10 \' \ .\:\IE (,',t /11/ .\' & sp1tc i 1t.1·1 

/\ lkali s~c"l<111 Spur oho /11s 11 fr ,,1des 

Sand dro p ,cc:d Spor oho/11s cryp tt111dr11s 

Crcsll.!d , vht.:J l~ ra":-, . l g r op1ro11 c rista/11111 
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CO\I.\ION \ '. \ -' I E Genus & .vpecie./ 

W..:slcm "h..::11!:!rass .·lgrop_vr1J1 1 s 111itl,ii 

Blu..: !!rama ~rass /J1J 11 te/0 11a y,raci!,s 

Indian ricct!r:i~~ 011 ·::op.1·,s !1_1 ·111<,i,,,11/es 

(i:ilk1a / lilor111jo111esii 

Fox1:i il bnrl..:y Honle11 111 j 11b, ,111111 

Mou111ai11 hro1m.: Brn11111s 11101/is 

Chc~11~ r~ ss Bro11111s lecto111111 

Searl..:! !;!lohc111:dlc111 Spl111erolce11 c11cc11wo 

Wi111c·rfa1 ( 'erutnllles /anata 

M..:xi-::1 11 h:11 /(11 tib iJ11 co/1111111 i/«m 

Dock sr. R11111ex sp . 

Four\\ ill!;! sal1h11sh . ·It rip /ex cm1esce11s 

Y ..:llo" S11'1k c\\ ..:..:d (;111ierre=ia snrothrne 

\,,111c11c la1urc :1lkr: .\l:111111. IV. C . . 111d C. R. l-lu td1111s . 1980 . .-\ r:Jnr:1 o t \cw \lc"c,>. .I . Cr:1111a. V:1d11 z. Ucnn:111y. 
Welsh. S.L. ct .ii . 1987 . .-\ 1 ·1 ah Flora . Grc:1 1 Bas111 \a111ralis1 .\ kn mi r \11. 'J . 

Table 7. Su111111;:ir.· or Rcl;:itivc Cover D;:ita ;:it Homcst;:ikc ·s Section 23 M ine. 

Transect # I Va lue (%) 

l'<.:n.:1111i:d Cover 0 

l.ill..:r Cov<.:r () 

Ro-:k Co,·cr 0 

ll:in; ( iro1111d ~ •) 

Numh..:r o f pcrcnni:11 rrcs.:.nt in hclt trmm::c t 0 
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i\-lai ntenance Item s: 

Homestake may need to consider reseeding this site or \\·ai l lo sec if an adequate cover can be 
achic\ cd in another season or l\\·o of grmvth . 

Photog raphs of Homestake's Section 23 Min e 

Th1; iol lo\\ ing photographs \1cn.: L;1kcn du ring the site inspec tion on June 28. 1995 Lo docu ment 
conditions al the Section 23 Mine . These reprcsenl a panoram ic\ ie\1 o i'Lhe m111c . 

Section 25, T l• N, R IOW 

Inspection of the Section 25 Mine reclaimed by Homestake Mining Company began on June 28. 1995, and 
co11cludcd ( due to inclement weather) on Ju I~· 13 . I 995 . Persons present during both portions of the 
inspection included : Mr. Fred Cral't rcpr1;senting Homestake: the lead inspector ror this prior recl amation 
inspection \lilS Joe DeAgucro. Other inspectors rep resenting MM D included: Ms . Rob_ n Tierney. Mr. 
Robe rt Garcia . 1vlr. Robert Young. and Ms . Tacy Ha rl ing. 

The Secti on 25 Mi ne sits on an a lla t area southwest or the 1 cw Mexico highway 509 spu r. A prior 
reclamntion report submi tted by Homestak1; in 1994 fo r the Section 25 mine. describes the rcclnmation 
actiYities completed at the mine. Incl uded in the rcporl arc maps of the reclaimed features (photos and fi eld 
surveys }, a di scuss ion of the geo logy. eco logy. topogra phy and hydrology, detai led description of the 
reclamation conducted al the site and a description of achievement of Reclamation Requirements . The prior 
rec lamation repo11 submitted by HMC is a comprehensive summary of the reclanrntion conducted at the site. 
There is sufficient detail contained in the report to describe conditions and facilities that occurred at the site 
prior lo rcclamntion and \rhcrc these fac il ities were loca ted . Further. the details of the recl amation conducted 
011 s ite 11·ere 1-cri fi ed on site during the i11 spcct1ons. 

Tab le X lists or all plant species identifi ed on the reclaimed site. This li st is not incl usive of all spec ies that 
111ay be present al olher times or the year. Ma ny of the lorb species arc do rmant during the drought season. 

T bl 8 L a e !Sl O fS pcc ,es at H k . S omesta ·e s cc t1 011 2- M ) me 

C0.\1:\10 :'-I \° ,\ \I E Ge1111s & :fpt!cies1 

1\lbli ,ac.11011 .\j}()r o/u,/11s ,11r1J1cles 

S:111d dr"l"cc·d .\'pornhfJlrn L 11 'J)ft 1Jlclr11.\ 

\V...:-..lt..:rn \\ hl,.'~llt!.ras, . lgrrJ/J\ l"tJJI sm,1/111 

llluc s.,r:1111:1 >:!r:i,s /Jrm te/011t1 gmcdts 

l11di:i11 ricq!rass ()11,znpsts /1_1•111e111Jicles 
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C:O,\L\ION ,'\lr\;\ I E G t!IIIIS& spttcics' 

Tu mbk:grnss Schedo1111ard11s pa11ic 11 /n 111s 

Gallc.:ta Hilnrin jnmesii 

Curlycup gu mwccd G ri11de/ia sq11nrnso 

Bigelow 's aster .-!s rer higelovii 

Sc:i rkt "lobc mallow 
"' 

Sphaeralcea cocc i11en 

Milkweed .-!esc/epias sp. 

Wintl!rfot C'ernlo ides /m ,n/a 

Ye llow s11:1kc\\\.:cd G 111ierrezia sarot/Jrae 

\nmencl aturc allcr: :-. lanin. \V. C. and C. R. I lu td1i11s. I 980. ,\ Flora o f :'\'l•w :\ lnko. J. Cramer. \' ;iduz. Gennany. 
\\'cl sh. S.L. e1 ul. 198 7. _.\ Utah Flo m . Grcat Basi n \Jatu ral ist ~ lcrnoir Nn. 9 . 

The entire si te was surveyed for eros ion features . During a walkover of the mine site. slopes and areas of 
water concentration (ponds , divers ions and areas " ·he re disturbed areas enter undisturbed lands ) \\ere 
evaluated for eros ion. Most of the si te appeared to be stable with little potent ial for development of erosion 
features. Dis turbed portions of the section were graded and slopes were configured to minimize soil. This 
si te, ho\Ycvcr, is largely fla t with small , irregular undula tions . The entire reclai med area ties in well with the 
surrounding undisturbed landscape. Contoured slopes of the wasterock dumps have been des igned. 
constructed and topsoiled. The south edge of the firs t (closest to highway 509) of two wasterock piles has 
some wind erosion damage. This area was regraded to reduce the slope and was re-topsoiled with alluvial 
so ils from a local borrow area. The abo_vc mentioned disturbance wil l need to be reseeded in the foll of 1995 
(see maintenance item # I). Sufficien t topsoil for the establishment of vegetation has been borrowed and 
red istributed o,·er the entire reclaimed area . A series of random and systematic sampling was conducted to 
identify the soil depth and the potential for any roo ti ng or establishment prob lems. Random sampl ing of so il 
depth was done by digging so il pits approxima tely 18" deep to determi ne the depth of topsoil ma teria l 
acquired Crom a borrow site and distributed 0 11 the reclaimed site. Average topsoil depth was approximately 
12 inches . 

There are no perenn ial or intermittent strea ms near the site. All surface runoff drains to ephemeral drainages 
near the rec laimed site. Although the mine was situated in a geo logical strat:.i that contained wa ter. there 
should be no adverse effec ts to the hydro logic sta bility of the si te. Concerns about surfoccwater quality have 
been addressed by topsoiling, seeding and mulc hing the reclaimed shaft. stockpile and waste areas . With the 
exception of the rctopso il ed area as discussed above. all of these areas are \, ell co\'cred with vegetation 
(Tab le 9), ha,·c ac hi e, ed stability. and arc confi gured to minimize erosion. 

Tab le 9. Su111111ary of Relative Cover Data at Ho111estakc ·s Section 25 Mine. 

1 0 



I Trans,•ct # I 
I 

\' :ilu,• (% ) 

Pere,mial COi c·r: 12 

Li ller Co,·e r 29 

Rod: Cuver 0 

Ba re (, ro und 5') 

Number· o f pcn.:1111i.il ~pee ics present in belt transect 'I , .. 

I 
Tra11s,·ct #2 

I 
\'a im· (% ) 

Perennial C"' er: 12 

Litter Co ,·er 41 

llock Co ,·e r 0 

Ba re ( iround 47 

Numh..-. r of perennial specie~ present i11 hdt tr:111.s-:cl 7 
.· 

T r:i 11 s,•ct #3 Va lu,· ( % ) 

l'c1'<:nni:il C,l\·cr: 18 

Litt<.: r Con.: r 18 

Ro<.:k Cll\\: r 0 

[fa re Ci ro und (,5 

Number o f percnn i:1 1 spcc:ics.prcst:nt in bdt transec t 7 

,'vlaintenance ltern(s ): 

Reseed south portion of regraded and re-topsoiled wasterock pile (No I) no Inter than October 3 I. 
19')5 . Pleilsc pro\·ide to the Director or the M:vl D. photographs ilnd a description of\\ ork performed 
onsitc. no later than No\·cmber 15 . I ')95 

Photographs of Homestake's Sectio n 25 ,\lin e 

No photogrnphs \1ere taken at this site. 
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Section 32, T 14N Rl OW 

The Section 32 Mi ne prior rccla111ation site is located in the Amb ros ia Lake \'alley. approximately 22 miles 
northwest of the City of Grants. cw Mex ico. The actual mi ne si te consists or only 60 acres where the head 
frame existed -- the remaining mine workings were underground. Homestake. however, has asked fo r release 
of the entire mine site from furthe r requirements of the Act (Craft. l 995 ). The om1er of the surface estate 
and mineral rights is the Stale of New Mexico. Homestake operated and reclaimed the mine under a lease 
agreement \\ilh the State of New Mexico. The cw Mexico Land Commission has officially termin ated 
HM C's lease pending apprO\·al of reclamat ion by the Mining and Minerals Di, is ion (HMC. 1994 ). 

Homcstakc-Snpin Partners began operation of the HMC Section 32 Mine November 1961. In 1968 this 
partnership became United uclcar-Homcstakc panncrs . This p:i rtnership ,,-ns. in turn, di sso lved February 
1981 and Homestake Mining Compnny-Grants (later ren:imed Homestake Mini ng Company of Cali fomia) 
bcc:ime the operator in February 1981. The mine was in operation from 1958 to 1979. The mine " ·as \vet 
and water was pumped from the mine into ponds (Cra ft. 1995). There are no sur face waler fea tures in the 
section. Surface drainage is to an unnamed tributnry of Arroyo del Puerto that. in tum. drains into San Mateo 
Creek. Structures which existed at the Section 32 Mine when it was in opera tion include an access road. 
,·ertica l shaft. vent ilation borehole. hoist house. office and change room building and a dewa tering pond. 
Reclamation activities took place in August 1991 by independent contrnctors (HMC , 1994). Since then the 
site hns been grnzed as required by n lense ngreemcnt with the Slnte of ew Mexico (Crnfl. 1995) . 

This site was inspected fo r stability and the presence of permanent ,·egetation (Table I 0). Although grazing 
has had n significant impact on the vegetat ion (Tnb le 11) nt this mine. the reclaimed nrens nre sufficiently 
stab le with adequate vcgetn ti ve co,·er 

T bl 10 L. a e 1st o rs ,pec1es at H k . S omes ta ·c s ~ ') i\ f ecli on J_ 1 111e 

CO,\I:'IION .'/r\;\ I E Ge1111s and species' 

Alka li sacaton Sporobolus airoicles 

Sand dropsccd Sporobolus crypwndms 

Western whcatgrass Agropyron smith ii 

Blue grama B011telo11a gracilis 

Galleta Hilaria j amesii 

Scarlet globcmallo\\' Sphaera/cca coccinea 

Ragweed Kach/a scopam,m 

Snake\\'eed G1111 erre:::rn sarothroe 

\'n 11 1c 11 cl.1111 rc .,Iler \L\11111. \\' C and C R I l111d1111s. 1980. ,\ Flo m o f :\' ,·w :\ ln irn . .I. Cr:uncr. \",1tl11 1.. (icn na11v 
\\'clsh. SL. cl .1I. 1987 .\ l 1:i h Flora. lircal lhsrn \'a1ural"t \k11 mir \',l. ') 

T able 11. Su 111111 ary or Rclati \'e Co,·cr Dnla at Homestake ·s Section 32 Mine 
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I Tr,rnscc t # 1 I Va lue (%) I 
P<.:rcnnia l Cover: 12 

Li11.:r Cover .JI 

Roc k Cover 0 

Bare (iroum.l .JI 

Number of perennial species p~cnt in lxlt transect fr. 

I Tra nwct #2 I \ ' a lu,· (% ) I 
f\:rcnn1.1I ( 'over I) 

L1 tkr ( 'over .17 

R,x:k < 'i 1vcr u 

8,1re Grnund 53 

.... ) . . . . 
lsiumht,r of perennial sred.;, r r~'J<cr!L in ht,h tran., cct 5· 

. 

Mainterrnnce ftern (s): 

1 'one. 

Photographs of Hornestake's Section 32 Mine 

The photogr:i phs on the following p:iges :ire panoramic views of the Section 32 Mi ne. 
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Summary and Conclusions 

Based on the inspection of these si tes, review of inspection infomrntion wi th Mini ng and Minera ls Division 
staff and MM D's resources to conduct these inspections , staff recommends that the Section 15 , Section 17, 
Section 25 , and Section 32 mine sites operated by Homestake Mining Company (Homestake) be released 
from further requirements of the ew Mexico Mining Act. These sites have perennial vegetation that is 
clearly becoming established. It is staffs conclusion that these sites meet the environmental conditions that 
allow for the reestablishment of a ' self-sustaining ecosystem' as defined in Rule l and put fo rth in Rule 5. 7 A 
of the New Mexico Mining Act. 

Based on the outcome of these inspections, staff does not recommend the release of the Section 23 site. The 
\·egetation at this site was too sparse to provide adequate in format ion needed in making the detennination 
that the site has been rec laimed to a condition that allows for a self-sustaining ecosys tem. Staff recommends 
wai ting to make this determination tullil the plant commun ity ons ite has become better es tablished. 
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Appendix A 

Stratigraphy of the Ambrosia L:ike District (Kelly 1963 ). 
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Appendix B 

Reclamation Seed Mixture (HMC, 1994) 

C ommo n .'- amc Vari ety P ounJs Pure Li" e Sl,l.'J per Ac r e 

West<)m Whc:ntgrass /\rribu 3.2 

Blue G rama Lovi ngton 0.5 

Sand Dropseed 1.0 

Galktn Ca ryopsis 0.5 

Gnlletn Fiords 1.2 

Alka li Sncnton Salado 1.5 

Tota l 7.9 
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Sec t i on 1 3 , Tl4N , RlOW 
From middle of site l ook ing southwest 



S ect i on 13 , Tl4N, Rl OW 
From south side of site looking west 



S e c t i on 13 , Tl4N , Rl OW 
From middle o f s i te l ook ing northeast 



Homestake Section 15 Tl4N RlOW 

Homestake Section 15 Tl4N RlOW 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-44513 

July 25, 1994 

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief 

Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites 

Dear Mr. Shepherd: 

Homestake Mining Company of California is preparing to submit, by August 31, 
1994, prior reclamation status for the following mine sites: _Section 13, Section 15, _Section 23 , 
Section 25 and Section 32. The prior reclamation status reports will consist of the following 
elements: Introduction, History of Operation, Climatology, Ecology, Geology, Topography, 
Hydrology, Mine Operation Description, Reclamation, Reclamation Procedures, Achievement 
of Reclamation Requirements, and Reclamation Seed Mixture. I believe the outline will 
complete the prior reclamation requirements. 

I reviewed the list of mine sites listed under Homestake Mining Company of 
California and found the following listings need to be removed: UN-HP .Section 23, UNC 
Section 15, UNC Section 25 , UNC Section 32, UN-HP Section 13, and Section 25 T.12NWayne ? 
Ja-tk-e RlOW. · . · 

FRC:jg 

It was good to see you again and I'm looking forward to working with you. -1 

Sincerely, 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

#~ 
F. R. Craft ( F ~--'i,i__) 

Resident Manager 

;,,·2 C. I 3 I I r:;-) 'J.- s 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



. HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 

No. 0008959 
_ DATE: 2 5-AUG-94 GUST. ACCT. NO. VENDOR NAME State of New Mexico VENDOR NO: 3 09 6 

:3 
'"' :, 

" JJ ..., 
.) 

s 
s 

' 

· INVOICE NO. INVOICE DATE . - DESCRIPTION DISCOUNT AMOUNT NET AMOUNT 

Inspection 19-AUG-94 .00 

-

I RECEIVED. 

A\JG3\IJI& 
l 

M\N\NG & Ml~RALS 
oMS\ON J 

--

PLEASE DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT. %.ank_,You .00 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR 

SAN FRANCI SCO, CALIFORNIA 941 08-2788 

TO THE 

Drawn on 
Pittsburgh National Bank Jeannette, Pennsylvania 
in Cooperation With Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
#4759-008618 60-162/433 

No. 

r&Diti,• .• illiG3MM3;1 .. 
25-AUG-94 . 8959 i 

' 

1,250.00 

. 

1,250.00 

0008959 

@@©ii-Pih J 
1,250.00 

ORDER OF State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals & Natural Resource 
2040 South Pacheco Street 

AlS 3 I 11111 
Santa Fe NM 87505 

BY 

BY 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 
(505) 287-4456 

August 30, 1994 

UPS TRACKING LABEL: 1078 5568 745 

State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief 

Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites 

Dear Mr. Shepherd: 

Enclosed are the five prior reclamation reports for Homestake Mining Company 
of California mines. The mines are Section 13, 15, 23, 25, all in Township 14 North, Range 
10 West, and Section 32 in Township 14 North, Range 9 West. These reports comply with the 
New Mexico Mining Act to satisfy prior reclamation activities. Also enclosed is a check for 
$1250 for fees at $250 per mine site. 

FRC:jg 

Enclosures 

If you have any questions please contact me at the Grants office. 

Sincerely, 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

#1~ 
F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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S A N TA FE 
P ACIF I C 
(; () '- I) 

C ORPORATION 

I 
\.. 

BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87125 
6200 UPTOWN BLVD NE, SUITE 400 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110 

TEL 505-880-5 300 FAX 505-880 -5435 

August 31, 1994 
HAND DELIVERED 

Mr. John Lingo, Director 
Mining & Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals & Natural 

Resources Department 
2040 Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

A Santa Fe Pacific Company 

. ECEiVED 

NJi 31 

Re: Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation's Requests for Approval of 
Prior Reclamation 

Dear Mr. Lingo: 

On behalf of Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation, this letter is 
being hand-delivered along with a series of one-page submittals and 
accompanying maps identifying certain properties which it believes 
were previously mined by other companies for recovery of uranium 
ores. These submissions are made in a spirit of cooperation even 
though Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes it is not 
required to make the submittals or undertake any other action under 
the New Mexico Mining Act, if that Act is deemed to apply at all to 
the uranium operations conducted at the site. Further, these 
submissions are made with the expectation that they may overlap 
wi th submissions by companies wh i ch conducted or owned the 
operat i ons causing any dis t urbances . 

For each site, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation would like to 
request that the Director of the Mining and Minerals Di vision 
approve prior reclamation efforts pursuant to the New Mexico Mining 
Act if the Director believes that the Mining Act may be applicable 
to the operations previously conducted thereon. Pursuant to our 
attorney's recent discussions with you, these submissions are made 
with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold 
Corporation fully preserves and does not waive any of its positions 
that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act with 
respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following 
positions: 



Mr. John Lingo, Director 
August 31, 1994 
Page 2 

( 

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the 
properties or activities thereon constitute commodities, materials 
or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission such 
that the Mining Act does not apply; 

2. That minerals were not produced from 'the properties in 
marketable quantities for a total of two years since January 1, 
1970; 

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under 
instrument(s) pursuant to which operations owned and conducted by 
others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific Gold 
Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the 
operations with responsibilities, if there be any, under the Mining 
Act; and 

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation 
whatsoever to request approval of prior reclamation or carry out 
other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to the 
properties in relation to the Mining Act. 

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes these submissions with the 
further understanding that neither the submissions themselves, nor 
anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submissions 
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of 
New Mexico or any agency or subdivision thereof as evidence or as 
an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist or hereafter 
arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its 
mineral properties in connection with the Mining Act. The same 
understanding applies in all respects to this letter. 

Wi th the exception of two mines, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation 
believes these submissions cover all of its New Mexico properties 
that might conceivably be argued as properties on which "existing 
mining operations'' are situated. The firs t s u c h exception is the 
Northeast Church Rock Mine in Section 35, Township 17 North, Range 
16 West. The Northeast Church Rock Mine was operated by United 
Nuclear Corporation under a lease with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals 
Corporation, now Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation. That lease 
recently terminated after the adoption of the New Mexico Mining 
Act. 

The second uranium mine for which submission is not made with this 
letter is the Old Church Rock Mine in Section 17, Township 16 
North, Range 16 West. Santa Fe Pacific Gold corporation believes 
that ongoing mining operations exist or are contemplated at that 
site by its most current lessee, Hydro Resources, Inc., and is 
informed that that company is already in contact with MMD 



Mr. John Lingo, Director 
August 31, 1994 
Page 3 

concerning any Mining Act responsibilities that may be applicable 
to the operations. 

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation's purpose for voluntarily 
submitting the enclosed requests for approval of prior reclamation, 
and for identifying in this letter the two leased uranium mine 
sites for which no submissions are made, is to cooperate fully and 
in a spirit of good faith so as to assist the Mining and Minerals 
Division in its tasks of identifying and narrowing down the 
potential Mining Act-regulated operations that may require a 
greater level of regulatory involvement. 

If you have any questions concerning this letter, the enclosed 
submissions or the nonwaiver/preservation of rights language 
included, please do not hesitate to call. 

~~· 
Tim Leftwich ~r 

260530 
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Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation 

Name Of Mine: Unknown 

Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 23, T.14N., R. lOW. 

Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin 

,-

-~ • H•VL.I V c:. u 

MINING & MINERALS 
DIVISION 

AUi 3 rl994 

MINJNG & MINERALS 
DMSIO 

Description Of Site Condition: This section was mined by Homestake under a lease from 
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine 
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species. 
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible. 

Date Of Request: August 31, 1994 

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is 
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and 
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act 
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions: 

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities 
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply; 

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for 
a total of two years since January 1, 1970; 

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant 
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific 
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities, 
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and 

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request 
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to 
the properties in relation to the Mining Act. 

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that 
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein , nor the fact of making the submission 
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency 
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist 
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in 
connection with the Mining Act. 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPAN I 

State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, Nev✓ Mexico 87505 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

July 25, 1994 

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief 

Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites 

Dear Mr. Shepherd: 

Homestake Mining Company of California is preparing to submit, by August 31, 
1994, prior reclamation status for the following mine sites: _Section 13, Section 15, Section 23 
Section 25 and Section 32. The prior reclamation status reports will consist of the following 
elements: Introduction, History of Operation, Climatology, Ecology, Geology, Topography, 
Hydrology, Mine Operation Description, Reclamation, Reclamation Procedures, Achievement 
of Reclamation Requirements, and Reclamation Seed Mixture. I believe the outline will 
complete the prior reclamation requirements. 

I reviewed the list of mine sites listed under Homestake Mining Company of 
California and found the following listings need to be removed: UN-HP . Section 23, UNC 
Section 15, UNC Section 25 , UNC Section 32, UN-HP Section 13 , and Section 25 T12NWayne ? 
Jatk-e R lOW. ' 

FRC:jg 

It was good to see you again and I'm looking forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMP ANY 

#~ 
F. R. Craft ( FY .- -~ 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



State of New Mexico 
ENERG't, ,.,INERALS and NATURAL RESOURCES'- _PARTMENT 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

BRUCE KING 
GOVERNOR 

Mr. Fred Craft 
Homestake Mining Co 
P. 0. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

December 14, 1994 

RE: Evaluation Guidelines for Prior Reclamation Sites. 

Dear Mr. Craft: 

ANITA LOCKWOOD 
CABINET SECRETARY 

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) will be conducting inspections for the 
purposes of prior reclamtion for the site(s) you have requested release. Based on 
Section 69-36-5 E. of the New Mexico Mining Act, the MMD has developed inventory 
of items to determine whether the completed reclamation satisfies the requirements 
of the New Mexico Mining Act and the substantive requirements for reclamation 
pursuant to the applicable regulatory standards. 

Th is checklist is included for your use to determine if your site meets all of the ten 
criteria. Based on site-specific information, the MMD will be using this checklist to 
establish criterion based decisions to release the site from further responsibilities under 
the Act or not. 

MMD will begin inspection of prior reclamtion sites in early 1995 and will make a 
determination by September 30, 1995. If you have any questions regarding the 
checklist or questions regarding the inspection of your reclamation sites, please 
contact me or Joe DeAguero at 505\827-5970. 

Sincerely, 

7L-/ ~~ 
/✓AJ~~ 
Holland Sh✓~ \. -­
Bureau Chief 
Mine Act Reclamation Bureau 
Min ing and M :nera!s Division 

VILLAGRA BUILDING - 408 G11l1teo 

Forestry and Resources Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 1948 87504-1948 

827-5830 

Park and Recreation Division 
P.O. Box 11 47 87504-1147 

827-7465 

2040 South Pacheco 

Office of the Secretary 
827-5950 

Administrative Services 
827-5925 

Energy Conservation & Management 
827-5900 

Mining and Minerals 
827-5970 

LAND OFFICE BUILDING - 31 0 Old Santa Fe Trail 

Oil Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 2088 87504-2088 

827-5800 



• ( 
,· HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

August 30, 1994 

UPS TRACKING LABEL: 1078 5568 745 

State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

Attn. : Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief 

Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites 

Dear Mr. Shepherd: 

. ~ - ' .. t 
,L -~ • ~ t. 

•a•• 

Enclosed are the five prior reclamation reports for Homestake Mining Company 
of California mines. The mines are Section 13 , 15 , 23 , 25, all in Township 14 North, Range 
10 West, and Section 32 in Township 14 North, Range 9 West. These reports comply with the 
New Mexico Mining Act to satisfy prior reclamation activities. Also enclosed is a check for 
$1250 for fees at $250 per mine site. 

FRC:jg 

Enclosures 

If you have any questions please contact me at the Grants office. 

Sincerely, 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

#1~ 
F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



~HOMESTAKE MINING COMPA 650 CALI FORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 

No. 0008959 
_ DATE: 25-AUG-94 CUST. ACCT. NO. VENDOR NAME State of New Mexico VENDOR NO: 3096 

I) 
..J ,., 
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INVOICE NO. INVOICE DATE . DESCRIPTION DISCOUNT AMOUNT NET AMOUNT 

Inspection 19-AUG-94 

I 

1 RECEIVED_ 
1 1 

AUG 3 \ 
C! 

-MINING & Ml .. 
oMSION . 

\._ 

PLEASE DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT. 'Thank_']'ou 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108-2788 

Drawn on 
Pittsburgh National Bank Jeannette, Pennsylvania 
in Cooperation With Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
#4 759-008618 60-162/433 

25-AUG-94 

.00 1,250.00 

.00 1,250.00 

No. 0008959 

PAY One Th ousand Two Hundr ed Fifty Dollars and No Ce_..~,....f"W"l,...._,,..~'T'ti~-~ 

TO THE 
ORDER OF St a te o f New Me x ico 

Ene rgy, Mineral s & Natural Resource 
2 0 4 0 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe NM 87 5 05 

BY 

BY 
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Homesta ke's Section 23 Mine (T 14N, R lOW). 
Panoramic view. June 28, 1995. 
Joe DeAguero Photographer 



Homestake's Section 23 Mine (T 14N, R lOW) . 
Panoramic view. June 28, 1995. 
Joe DeAguero Photographer 



Homes t ake Sect ion 23 Mine (Tl4N , RlOW) 
From east s i de of s ite looki ng west 

1 • -



( 



I' 

Section 32 , Tl4N , RlOW 
From middle of site facing southe a s t 



I, 

Sect i on 32 , Tl4N , RlOW 
From east side of s i te facing west 



Section 32 , Tl4N , Rlaf'1 
From north side of site facing northwest 

(From left to right - Robert Young, Tacy Harling , Fred Craft) 



.,. 

RECLAMATION REPORT 

SECTION 23 MINE 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

SUBMITTED TO 

MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

AUGUST 29, 1994 

COMPILED BY 

AK GeoConsult, Inc. 



REPORT OF RECLAMATION OF AN EXISTING MINE PRIOR TO JUNE 18, 1994 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

SECTION 23 MINE 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) submits the following information on the closure of their 

Section 23 mine located in McKinley County, New Mexico (Figure 1). This information is provided to comply 

with Section 69-36-1 B (3) of the New Mexico Mining Act and Section 5.10 of the new New Mexico Mining 

Rules and Regulations. The Section 23 mine is considered an "Existing Mining Operation" because it 

produced marketable minerals (uranium) for a total of at least two years between January 1, 1970 and the 

effective date of the act. 

HMC Section 23 mine is located in the Ambrosia Lake valley in T14N, R10W as shown on Figure 1. The 

owner of the surface estate is Homestake Mining Company of California. The owner of the mineral rights 

is Cerrillos Land Company (Santa Fe Pacific Railroad) . The mine was in operation from 1958 to 1990. 

1.1 History of Operation 

The HMC Section 23 mine went into operation in April , 1958 by the Homestake-Sapin Partners under a lease 

from Santa Fe Pacific Railroad. In 1968 this partnership became United Nuclear-Homestake Partners, which 

was subsequently dissolved in February 1981 and the operator became Homestake Mining Company -

Grants, later renamed Homestake Mining Company of California. 

1.2 Mine Site Description 

1.2.1 Climatology 

The climate is typical of High Sonoran Desert areas with average precipitation of about 9 to 1 O inches at 

elevations of less than 6000 feet to more than 12 inches at elevations above 7000 feet. Annual air 

temperature range is about 54 degrees Fat lower elevations and about 47 degrees Fat higher elevations 

and the average frost-free period is 115 to 145 days. The prevailing wind is from the southwest. The rainy 

season is in the summer. About half of the annual precipitation falls during the period July through 

September, mostly during brief thunder storms ($CS, 1993). 
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1.2.2 Ecology 

The soil and vegetation in and surrounding Section 23 were mapped and classified by the local Soil 

Conservation Service (SCS. 1994). Three basic soil complexes are within the site and surrounding areas. 

These are: 

A. Penistaja - Tintero complex, 1 to 1 0 percent slopes 

B. Sparank-San Mateo - Zia complex, o to 5 percent slopes 

C. Hagerman - Bond fine sandy loams, 1 to 8 percent slopes 

These soil complexes are found at elevations of 6200-7100 feet on dip slopes of cuestas, fan terraces, valley 

sides, flood plains and drainage ways. The vegetation communities consist mainly of blue grama, western 

wheatgrass, sand dropseed and alkali sacaton, bottlebrush squirreltail , fourwing saltbush and indian 

ricegrass. The soil and vegetation types are favorable for livestock grazing and wildl ife habitat (SCS, 1994). 

The wildlife in the area is limited to species of small mammals and bird species typical of grassland / desert 

shrub communities. 

1.2.3 Geology 

Section 23 is located in the Ambrosia Lake District of northwestern New Mexico. This district occupies a 

portion of the southern limb of the San Juan Basin, called the Chaco Slope (Figure 2) , and is bordered on 

the south by the Zuni uplift and on the east by the Mt. Taylor Volcanic Plateau. 

The stratigraphic unit underlying Section 23 is shown on Figure 3 (Kelley, 1963). This shows the Cretaceous 

system of Mancos shale and Dakota sandstone overlying the Jurassic System of the Morrison Formation. 

Uranium ore is found in the A through D sandstone units of the Westwater Canyon member of the Morrison 

Formation. 

Two distinctly different types of ore occur in Section 23. These are the coffinite and uraninite minerals of 

which coffinite represents 99 percent of the ore. The primary ore bodies consist of uraniferous blankets of 

humic organic matter which fills the intergranular space in the host rock. The blanket occurs along several 

trends, like beads on a string. 
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1.2.4 Topography 

The topography in Section 23 consists of very gentle natural slopes of about 1.0 percent. Because of 

mining, these gentle slopes have been altered due to the recontouring and borrow soil removal for 

reclamation purposes. The reclaimed waste pile has created a small mound with side slopes of about 10:1 

that blend into the natural landscape. 

1.2.5 Hydrology 

There are no perennial or intermittent streams in the mine area. All surface runoff drains to ephemeral water 

courses. Drainage in the area flows southeast to the San Mateo Drainage. 

2.0 MINING OPERATION DESCRIPTION 

The Section 23 mine was a typical underground mine (Figure 4) which used the modified room and pillar 

method to recover the primary and redistributed ore. The mine began operation in 1958 and stopped in 

1990 due to the declining uranium market. In addition to the modified room and pillar method it was 

common to blast an opening in the lower part of the ore body which left it unsupported. When the ore fell 

to the bottom of the opening or stope it was removed by the miner using a machine called a slusher. This 

ore then was transferred by truck or rail car to the main shaft for transport to the surface. 

In portions of the mined ore body that could not be economically mined any further using conventional 

mining methods, HMC used solution mining. Recycled mine water, without additives, was injected into holes 

drilled into the mined-out stope areas from ground surface. Water leached much of the remaining oxidized 

uranium and then flowed to the lowest part of the mine where it was collected and pumped to the surface 

for processing by ion exchange. 

To support the underground mining operation, several support facilities were constructed on the surface. 

These included the supply yard , hoist, headframe, administrative building, parking lot and various other small 

facilities. A layout of these facilities is shown on Figure 5. All these support facilities were removed during 

reclamation as discussed in Section 3.0. 
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3.0 RECLAMATION 

HMC reclamation of Section 23 consisted of three phases conducted by independent contractors which 

included: 

1. Removal of buildings, headframes, equipment; shaft and borehole sealing; pond closure; 

and injection well sealing. 

2. Earthwork for site and waste pile recontouring. 

3. Revegetation. 

Some of these reclamation activities are shown in photos 23A-23G. 

3.1 Reclamation Procedures 

Reclamation procedures began in August 1991 and included the following activities: 

1. removal of office, hoist, maintenance, and change room buildings 

2. removal of compressor and pumphouse buildings 

3. demolition and scrapping of headframe and related equipment 

4. removal of hoist and hoisting equipment and emergency hoist building 

5. vertical shaft sealing 

6. injection well (about 420 wells) and borehole sealing 

7. scrap/trash removal 

All buildings were removed down to the concrete foundations. All building material and equipment was 

buried on site, removed from the site for disposal in approved land fill, or salvaged by the contractor. Any 

trash on the site was also buried or removed. 

Boreholes were backfilled to within five (5) feet of the surface and the casing was cut off 4-8 feet below 

original ground surface. Each borehole has a 2.0 foot thick, reinforced concrete cap, as shown on Figure 

6. The vertical shaft was backfilled to within two (2) feet of the surface and capped with a reinforced 

concrete cap as shown in Figure 7. 

23-4 



The injection wells were excavated to about three feet below ground surface, then the injection pipes were 

bent 90 degrees and laid flat against the bottom of the excavation. A bridge was placed over the open hole, 

then a concrete cap, 0.5 feet thick by 3.0 feet in diameter, was placed over the bridge. The remainder of 

the hole was backfilled with soil to ground surface. 

The piping and valves of the ponds were removed and either disposed of on site or salvaged. The 

containment berms were pushed into the pond to fill the basin, and the fill surface was graded to create a 

smooth surface. 

This work was completed in approximately four weeks after start-up. 

The earthwork phase for the reconfiguration and cover of the waste piles began in May 1992. This work 

consisted of waste pile reshaping, placement of top soil from borrow area and recontouring for natural 

drainage. The cut and fill areas are shown on Figure 8. This work was completed in June 1992. 

The third and final phase of reclamation was reseeding 100 acres in the disturbed area of the site. This 

began in late June 1992 and was completed the early part of July 1992. The area was reseeded using a 

drill seeder and mulched at 1000 pounds per acre with the mulch crimped into the soil. The seed mixture 

used is shown on Table 1. The reseeded area was fenced to prevent livestock entry and enhance the 

reclamation process. The post-reclamation conditions of the site are shown in photographs 231-23L taken 

in June 1994. Add itional color slides showing the reclamation procedures are available for the Division's 

review at HMC's Grants office. 

The reclamation procedures described above have removed or sealed mine-related features that might pose 

hazards to the public health and safety. The shaft and borehole plugging was successful and in the time 

period since sealing there is no evidence of any subsidence. There are no known environmental impacts 

associated with ground or surface water from the reclamation procedures. The reseed ing has established 

a vegetation cover that appears to be similar to that on surrounding undisturbed ground. The anticipated 

post-mining land use is grazing and wildlife habitat. 

There are no other permits, licenses, or other regulatory requirements that affect this mine site. 

HMC will continue to monitor the revegetation success until release by the MMD Director as outlined in 

section 5.1 0 of the Rules. 
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3.2 Achievement of Reclamation Requirements 

Through the procedures described above, HMC has achieved the reclamation requirements as outlined in 

Section 69-36-118(3) of the New Mexico Act. In accordance with the provisions of 5.10, Prior Reclamation, 

of the Rules, HMC is requesting an inspection of the reclaimed area by the Division. 
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Common Name 

Western Wheatgrass 

Blue Grama 

Sand Dropseed 

Galleta 

Galleta 

Alkali Sacaton 

TABLE 1 

RECLAMATION SEED MIXTURE 

Variety 

Arribu 

Lovington 

Caryopsis 

Florets 

Salado 

Total 

Seed obtained from Curtis & Curtis, Clovis, New Mexico. 

Pounds Pure Live 

Seed/Acre 

3.2 

0.5 

1.0 

0.5 

1.2 

1.5 

7.9 
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PHOTO LOG - SECTION 23 MINE RECLAMATION 

23A: View east across mine site prior to reclamation. 

23B: Mine buildings undergoing demolition. 

23C: Burial pit for mine building debris. 

23D: Mine waste pile being recontoured . 

23E: Backfilling of mine shafts. 

23F: Borehole cap reinforcement in place. 

23G: Borehole cap after concrete pour. 

23H: Mine site after placement of soil cover and reseeding. 

231: Reclaimed mine area viewed across office and shaft area toward waste pile in the background. 

23J : Reclaimed mine area looking south across warehouse and office building area. 

23K: Reclaimed area viewed south showing growth of vegetation. 

23L: View across reclaimed mine site looking toward area of waste piles and storage ponds. 
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NEW MEXICO ENERGY, i\1INERALS 
& NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTivIENT 

Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. F. R. Craft, Resident Manager 
Homestake Mining Company 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, NM 87020 

July 24, 1996 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVIS ION 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fo , New Mexico 87505 
( 505) 827-5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DIVISION DIRECTOR 

Re: Approval of Variance Request for the Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Co. 

Dear Mr. Craft: 

This letter confirms the Division ' s approval of your variance request for the prior reclamation of the 
mine site identifi ed above. 

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has reviewed your March 29, 1996 variance request 
regarding the Section 23 Mine prior reclamation site. This request sought relief from Section 5 1 0.B, of 
the New Mexico Mining Act Rules (Rules). This Section requires that the Director make a determination 
concerning the prior reclamation status of a site by September 30, 1995 and that the operator provide a 
permit application within six months after the operator receives notice of the determination. 

The Director has determined that the mine site meets the requirements of Sections 1004.B 6 and 7 of the 
Rules, which discuss the conditions for granting a variance approval. 

Under the provisions of this variance, Homestake will conduct a statistically valid vegetation survey of 
the site in the fall of 1996 following the summer rains but before the end of the estimated growing 
season. If the results of the 1996 survey demonstrate that release criteria are met Homestake will ask 
MMD to release the mine from further liability for reclamation. If release criteria are not met, 
Homestake will repeat the above procedure during 1997. If the site still does not meet release criteria at 
the end of the 1997 vegetation survey, Homestake will determine the appropriate course of action to take 
to meet release criteria and will then provide MMD with an opportunity to review and comment on the 
proposed course of action. 

B~•,D~~ 

Kathleen Garland 
1 ~ 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 

KAG/HWS/RSY 

cc. Holland Shepherd, Bureau Chief, MARB MMD 
John McKay, Permitting Coordinator, MARB MMD 
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Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. Larry Frank 
Post Office Box 290 
Arroyo Hondo, NM 87513 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Frank: 

M INING AND MINERALS DIVISION 
20.ol0 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fa, New Mex ic o 87505 
(505) 827-5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DIVISION DIR.ECTOR 

Horl!estake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative co 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake's notice. 

Please coni:act us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

S~cerely,_ . -~? 
HOLLAND Z RD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Ms Maxine Goad 
Post Office Box 2502 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Ms. Goad: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVISION 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fa , New Mexico 87505 
(505) 827 -5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DNISION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake's notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

HOLL SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief 
Jv.fining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. Grove Burnett/Eric Ames 
Western Environmental Law Center 
Post Office Box 1507 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Burnett and/or Mr. Ames: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVIS ION 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fa , New Mex i co 87505 
(505) 827-5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DNISION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in Mc.Kinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake' s notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Ms. Sue McIntosh 
Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club 
945 Camino de Chelly 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Ms. McIntosh: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVISION 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe , New Mexico 87505 
(505) 827 -5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DMSION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake's notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

Sincerely, 

d - C 
HOLL~PIIBRD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. Doug Meiklejohn/Doug Wolf 
N.M. Environmental Law Center 
103 Cienega St. 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Meiklejohn and/or Mr. Wolf: 

MINING AND MINERALS DIVIS ION 
2040 Sou t h Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
(505) 827 -5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DIVISION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake's notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

y Ao/'/,/) 
HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. Paul Robinson 
Southwest Research & 

Information Center 
Post Office Box 4524 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVISION 
20-40 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fa, New Mexico s1,o, 
1,oe) a21-ss10 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DNISION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake's notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

~ V 
H~LLAND sZRD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



Jennifer A. Salis bury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. Brian Shields 
Amigos Bravos 
Post Office Box 238 
Taos, New Mexico 87571 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Shields: 

MINING AND MINERALS DIVISIOH 
20-40 South Pacheco Strut 
Santa Fa , New Mexico 87000 
(000) 827-0970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DMSION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake' s notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

7~ 
HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



t::\ NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS 
~ & NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Mr. John J. Pfeil 
Office of the Natural 

Resources Trustee 
Post Office Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Mr. Pfeil: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVIS I ON 
2 0•0 South Pacheco Streat 
Santa Fa , New Mexi co 87505 
(505) 827 -5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DIVISION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake' s notice. 

Please contact us within 3 0 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



~ NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS 
~ & NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

Jennifer A. Salisbury 
CABINET SECRETARY 

Ms. Sally Smith 
300 W. Yankee 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 

May 10, 1996 

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp. 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

MINING ANO MINERALS DIVIS ION 
20-40 South Pacheco Strut 
Santa Fe, New Mex ico 87505 
(505) 827 -5970 

Kathleen A. Garland 
DMSION DIRECTOR 

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites 
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to 
Section 903 .F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for 
variance . For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of 
Homestake' s notice. 

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to 
request a public hearing. 

HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief 
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau 
Mining and Minerals Division 

HS/fg 

Attachment 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Mr. Ted Rushton 
Editor 
The Gallup Independent 
Post Office Box 1 21 0 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 

Dear Mr. Rushton: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Please publish the enclosed Public Notice in the classified section and a general 
1 /8 page advertisement on Friday March 29, 1996. An affidavit of publication is 
required and should be submitted along with the billing for this notice to Post 
Office Box 98, Grants, New Mexico 87020. 

Please contact us should you have questions concerning this Public Notice. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



March 26, 1996 

Mr. J. D. Meisner 
Editor 
Cibola County Beacon 
Post Office Box 5 79 

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 
(505) 287-4456 

Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Mr. Meisner: 

Please publish the enclosed Public Notice in the classified section and a general 
1 /8 page advertisement on Friday March 29, 1996. An affidavit of publication is 
required and should be submitted along with the billing for this notice to Post 
Office Box 98, Grants, New Mexico 87020. 

Please contact us should you have questions concerning this Public Notice. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 935 

Mr. Irvin Harrison 
County Manager 
20 l W. Hill Avenue 
Gallup, New Mexico 8730 l 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIAN CE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk' s office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

iffk// 
F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 934 

Mr. George Wagner 
Cerrillos Land Company 
Post Office Box 27019 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

Dear Mr. Wagner. 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P .O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk' s office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 933 

Mr. Albert Hale 
President 
The Navajo Nation 
Post Office Box 9000 
Window Rock, Arizona 86515 

DearMr. Hale: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F . R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 932 

Mr. Teny Fletcher 
Quivira Mining Company 
Post Office Box 218 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Mr. Fletcher: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk' s office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 929 

Mr. Jeny Elkins 
Post Office Box 23 26 
Milan, New Mexico 87021 

Dear Mr. Elkins: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A Y ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in Mc.Kinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining . All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants , New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Y ariance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and Mc.Kinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

df1/r 
F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Ms. Patricia Aragon 
Cibola County Clerk 
515 West. High 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Ms. Aragon: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A Y ARIAN CE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk' s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting 
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of. 

Sincerely, 

£1¥ 
F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Ms. Carol K. Sloan 
McKinley County Clerk 
Post Office Box 1268 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Ms. Sloan: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287--4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lak:e, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P .O. Box 98 
Grants , New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittaJs is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting 
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Ms. Jay Lurcc King 
Librarian 
Mother Whitside Library 
525 W. High Street 
Grants, New M.exico 87020 

Dear Ms. King: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIAN CE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting 
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Ms. Mary Browder 
Librarian 
Octavia Fellin Library 
115 West Hill Avenue 
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

Dear Ms. Browder: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) bas submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIAN CE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site bas been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk' s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk' s office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting 
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Mr. Toby Martinez 
State Forester 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

NM Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
Forestry and Resources Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 1948 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-1948 

Dear Mr. Martinez: 

Hnmestake Mining Company of California (HMC) bas submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site bas been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

$ ~ 
F. R Craft 
ResidentManager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Mr. Jeny Maracchini 
Director 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

New Mexico Department of Game & Fish 
Post Office Box 25112 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Dear Mr. Maracchini: 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Cleric's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Mr. James McDonald 
NM Environmental Department 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Groundwater Protection & Remediation Bureau 
1190 St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) th.at the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements . 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk' s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Dr. Lynn Sevastian 
St.ate Historic Preservation Officer 
Historic Preservation Division 
228 E. Palace Avenue 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Dear Dr. Sevastian: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS. NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

Mr. J. T. Smith 
Supervisor, District 1 
State Engineers Office 
3311 Candelaria. NE, Suite A 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in Mc.Kinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29 , 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and Mc.Kinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

# %// 
F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 936 

Mr. Joe Murrietta 
County Manager 
.51.5 w. High 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Mr. Murrietta: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk' s office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

March 26, 1996 

CERIIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 931 

Mr. Steve Fisher 
NCA Supervisor 
Bureau of Land Management 
43.5 Montano, NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

Dear Mr. Fisher: 

P.O. BOX 98 
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 

(505) 287-4456 

Hnov-stake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR AV ARIANCE for its 
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining 
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the 
Mine site bas been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the 
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining 
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation 
requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public bearing on this matter may do so 
by writing to: 

Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office in 
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

F. R Craft 
Resident Manager 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



To: 

Company: 

MM 
Telephone: 

Number of Pages: t 
Message: 

.. 

State of New Mexico 
Mining and Minerals Division 

2040 South Pacheco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Fa.,-x Cover Sheet 

From: [ 

Agency: Mining and Mi erals Division 

Telephone: (505) 827-5970 

Fax #: (505) 827-7195 

(including cover sheet) 

Original will be sent by mail_ yes L o 



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 
(505) 287-4456 

April 2, 1996 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. : P 369 600 938 

Ms. Kathleen A. Garland, Director 
Mining and Minerals Division of 

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Department 

P.O. Box 6429 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6429 

.. ~. -....... 

-~ .• 

Re: Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Company 

Dear Ms. Garland: 

, 
,, •. ,·· 

As I stated in my letter of March 29, 1996, I would be mailing to you, under separate 
cover, the copies of proof of publication and returned certified mail receipts. Enclosed are 
these items. 

Should you have any questions please contact me at the Grants Project office. 

Sincerely, 

-f!LL 
Resident Manager 

FRC:jg 

Enclosures 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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., ~IUllJC NO'IlCI! 

-.,. ',tn• ~otCIJI. . 

~=11;-,\IOANCE =~. 
11 MIM ~Aallralu ~;':rt-:-:";; , ·· ..., with= Adltlllesoi~ 

_.....;;.;...;;.;..."!"-~---------~;.,;,,.; ..... ~--~ ;.....~-~--·,. .. '~ l :W15,1996:=c10510). 

•~- ~ ·-· ;PUBLIC N- OTICE t . ~ - . •t nw,._1a.lacmd1n · County ---. ~. =~I ·. . / 11tAaibmlia1.ARinTowmllip •North. 
aanplOWftl!.NcwMoim~Mt-

i ! ridian-'Ibe.,.__....100-al~ 
Homestake~ Company of Colifcmio (HMC) hos wbmitted on APPLICATION -.Jw dlaad,ed Im__. -

FOR A VARIANCE"for its-Section 23 Mine at Ambrosio l.al,e, in accordance with the pro,,!- r•·/Jl'~ the Mine a hu bem -
sions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC ~aa:,xdingthe ~ema,bdap-

liable laws and n,gulati<-, The pur· 
l 0 .2 Subpart l 0). <.:- · .j P oi thuariance is to ~ f&,r1ap to 

The Mine is located in McKinley Courrty at Ambrasia l.ok.e, in Township 14 · North, ! i-e additicMl ~ .-ins before the 
Range 10 Wet, New Mexico""Princfpol Meridian. The Mine ca,,en 100 acres of land previ- :'awiaa:111lswade~the ~~ 

• ' • •r.-1 • ......__ ) that u- ~ 
: ously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the Mine site hos,been redoimed according the ~-;;;;;•fat release from addi-
. ~of oppliccble laws and reguoltions. The pu,pose af the variance is ID provide tional as 4 • ian ~ • 
·. b-,up to Jwb" odditionol ;;,..;ng seasons~~ determination is mode by IM,Mining • The appka_ll'saddrau1: 

- and Minerals Division {MMD) that the~ criteria for release from odd~I re- - ~-n• I ,r'gO:,mpany 
vegetation ~uirements. Boot 
--- -- r::--r ...... ~·--· 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestoke Mining Company of Colifomio 
P.O. Box 98 ., • . -

• '1..1 

•; Grams, New· Mexic~ 87020 -... . 
• Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or o request for o public hearing 

on th~ matter may do so by writing to: :, 
Director, Mining-o,,d Minerals Division 

) Ene}gy, Minerols_ond Natural Resources Deportment 
~ ·• . tote di New Mexico • · 
- · 2042 ~ Pochf!Co Street . "', - , ~-
. '. _Sonta:Fe, New Mexico 87505 · ,_ ·. :. · ;- , 

, The-~dli,;e for~bmittolu Mondoy, ;.{pril 29, 1996 ~ , ;-:~ 
; Copies of-1he Application for Variance i;• ovoiloble fC: public inspection at the Public Li­

brary nnd Cibolo County Cleri<'.Sooffice in Grants, New Mexico, at the Public Ubrory and : 
McKinley Courrty Clerk's office Friday, Morch 29, 1996. • ' · : . . • · --· - -~- - ·- -- - - - --· - _s.,._.. - -· 

~ ·- .2. • .AVISO PUBLICO _· ._ 
, .•-:, r,;· ::-· ✓/-:-

. Homestok~ Mining Company of Colifomio (HMQ ho "sometido uno SOLICITUD PARA 
UNA VARIACION para su Mino de Secci6n 23 en Ambrosio l.oke, de oc:Le,do con las pro­

, :visiones.de Su~rt~ 10 ~ las Reglos del Acta de Mlneno <lei estodo de t,juevo Mexico, del 
15 de febrero~cfe (99i, ( 19 NMAC l 0.2 Subport'10): ,. ;i ~ • 1• 

• I Lo Mino de Seccion 23 est6 sit\Jodo en el Condcido de McKi,.;,ey; en Ambrosio l.oke, en 
' :Township ·14- Nooe; Extffl5i6n 10 Oeste, N~· Mexico Principal Merid: i La Mino tiene 

•' • uno extensi6n de 100 ex:,,;; de tierro onteriormente perturbodo por lo ~ ineri~ :del uronk>. '., 
Todo el sitio de lo-~h<l~;ehobilitodo ~ o los! ··' !I ,,.~ . "· ' 

':,requis~de I~ leyes .y"regkimentos oplicobles. 'EI prop6sitode lo vorioci6n es p~eer para 

· que po~ ·c1os-· n,6s eslodones de a.k~ ante de lo deier(ni.:.0Ci6n, o ~ ~ por lo 
! . Divisi6n-de Minerfo y Minero1~· (MMD) que el sitio cumple,,con k» 1 criteios ~ro relevo de 

las obligociones de olgun requisite odiciCW10l para ia ';'"9~-• ,, · · · 1 

I 
I 

P.O. ~8'1020 

~ penans wishing to ~ 
writtfflc~ or • request for I I"-'.""" -
hearlng-!Jll tin a,lllter IN}' do ,0 by writ• 

~~:m . end Minaals Division 
Energy,~ and Natural 

~~ 
2.0ilSouthPachemSbffl 
Santa Fe. New.Me,dco 87505 • 

The ~fbr ,ubmittals is Monday, - ' 
April 29, 1996<-" . ' 

Copies al the Application for~ Vanance • 
is aveilable for ~ insp«tiAlll at the 
Public Ubniy and Obola County Clal(s 
oiffice in Grants. New Mmm, al the Pub-
lic UbrarY and MdCin)ey County Clalt' s 
office in ~up, New Mexia>. 

.,~AVlSO PUBUCO ~ 
~ - Mining Compeny al Cali­

fornia (HM<r! ha ,ocnetido una SOUO­
nJD PARA•UNA VAR!AOO!"i para su 
Mina de Seccicn 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de 
acuado a,n las provisiones de Subparte 
10 de las~ de Acta de Minda de! e­
tado de NuevQ-Mcxiro, de! 15 de lebrero 
de 1996 (WNMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). · 

. La Mlmde-SecdDn 23 eta situada en~ 
Condado· de MdQnley, en Ambrolia 
• ·'-· eriJ,.....;..,i,.o 14 Norte. Extension 10 ......... =•--r . . a}McDdi,an..La. 
Oete, Nn., Mecla> ~ ... 100 de 
Mina ~ ectensJ0ft- UC .acres 
tiara mtta• ~ paturbtdo ~ )a 
minaia de! manio,~odo el sitio de LtMl· 
na ha lido~ confonne a los ~ 
uililos de lee leyei y reglamentoe _•plica­
bles. El pmposito de la veriaa<>!' es 
proveer pan~ pase doe mas et_aaones 
de cncilnifflto anes de la (letem,inadon,, 
I - hedlo I"!.._ Ja'DivisiDn de Mineria Y 
Minna1es (MMD), que el lilio CU?'P'! con 
Joe crilaioa para ,-eve da las obligeaonet . . ck..-~ acfuiol!al pua 1a reves· 

. etadon- , . ~ 

# • La dina:ka del .,pllcanale es: - · • · 
" HomalabMiningComplnY •r• 

·a1~ . --P.0 . 98 • ~ __.,,,, 
Grants, New Mexico on,..,, 

... 
p-blhieudtt que ~-

ter algun a:,mentario, o una suplica p~ . . 
audaid-,~lia dn ate matena.,;-;, " 
~~ .. 'iiilidlud eacrtoa: .. : t, , •• 
Dittdm . . and Minenb Dtvuion . , 
Energy,•. end Natural ' . : 
RaollllZS ~ - . . . ., • 
20IO South PlidlecD • ,. -~; 
Santa Fe. New Mecia> 875(15: 

.• 
.. 

-~~;1--1~:J :11:. 
.; ,. , ,,. ·~ -



- •:: AVISO PUBLICO 
. \ . • . • ,. . ~- .. , i: 

Hnm-;_.stak<· Minini; Compa~-Y. (HMO ha sometido una SOUOTUD PARA 
UN I\ Vi\R!ACION para su Mina d e Secci,,n 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de acuen:!o 

· etin la!! pmvi,1iones de Subparte 10 de las Reglas de! Acto de Mineria de! estado 
dL· NuL"''o .M<.'xictl. dl'l 15 de febrcro de 1996 (19 N MAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

L~til\.l de S...-ccion 23 esta situada en el Cond.&do de McKin lev. en Ambrosia 
Lak~; .-n Tnwnsh,p 14 Norte. Extension tu Oe,,;te. Nn.· Mexico Principal Meridian. 
Ll Mina tiene un.i extension dL· 100 acres de ticrra anterio rmente perturbado por 
la mineria de! uranin. Tndo d sitin de la Mina ha sido rch.abilitado conforme a los 
requi5itos de las !eyes y rei;la m ent05 aplicab les. El pmposito de la variaci6n es 
pn'f~r para que pase dos mas cstaciont.'S de crecimicnto antes de La determina­
ci,,n.~a scr hecho pnr la Divisi,,n de Mineria y Mincrales (MMD ). que el sitio cum­
pl,• con Ins CTiterios r 'ara rel.-va de las oblii:;aci,,n,-s de al~n requisito adicional 
p,1 ra la ~-e,-;eueion. 

L1 din'C'ci,,n del supl icante ,-s: . 
H,,mL'S tilkl' Minini:; Cnmpany ,,f California 
l'.0 . 9H · 
Gran ts. NL•w Meun, H7020. 
Per.,..,,n,1s intl•re!--adas '4Ul'' dt~~can snmeter al~n Cllmentario escrito, n una sUpli­

Cil p..ra una audiencia publica snbn:- esta materi ,1 . dL•hen dirii:;ir su solicittid escrito 
a: 

Dircctnr. Minini; and Minerals Division 
Eneq~y. Minerals Natural Resoura-s Departmt.>Tlt 
:?WO South Pacheco Stteet 
5.lnta Fe. New Mexicn 8~-,0~. 
La fccha final para someter pmpuestas ,, wment,1ri ,,,_ L-,. el Ju nes. dia :?9 de 

,1hril de 199t,. 
Cnpi,1s d.- la snlici tud para un.1 , ·ariilci,,n est.in disp,,nihlc,. para inspeccicin 

puhlica en la 13ihlioteca Puhlica , . en l,1 oficin.1 ·de! Secretario del Cnndad<1 de 
Cit,,,Ja . .-n Gr,,nts . !\iew Mexico. v en la 13ibli,,teca Puhlica \" L'n l.l ,,ficina de! 
S.•crctarin del C,,nd,1d,, d,· McKinlc\". ,·n G.1llup. ;-.;ew ~lt'Xico. \ 1ieme,. . :?g de mar­
zo. 1996. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

1. SPECW. NOTICES 

AVISO PUBUCO 
Homestake Mining 

Company (HMC) ha som. 
tldo una SOLICITUD 
PARA UNA VARtA00N 
para. su Mina de Secd6n 
23 en Ambrosia L..aJca. de 
acuerdo con las .provl­
siones de Subparta 1 a de 
las Aegtas del Acto de 
Minerfa del estado de 
Nuevo Mexico, det 15 de 
febrero de 1996 ( 19 
NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

La Mina de Secci6n 23 
esta s ituada en e l 
Condado de McKinley, en 
Ambrosia Lake, en 
Township 14 Norte, 
Extension 10 Oeste, New 
Mexico Principal Meridian. 
La Mina tiene una exten­
sion de 1 00 acres de tierra 
anteriormente perturtJado 
per la mineria de! uranio. 
Todo el sitio de la Mina ha 
side rehabilitado conforme 
a los requisites de las 
!eyes y reglamentos apli­
cables. El prop6sito de la 
variaci6n es proveer para 
que pase dos mas esta­
cion es de crecimiento 
antes de la determinacion, 
a ser hecho por la Div;si6n 
de Minerfa y Minerales 
(MMD), que el sitio cumple 
con los criterios para rele­
va de las obligaciones de 
algun requisite adicional 
para la revegetacion. 

La direcci6n de! supl i• 
cante es: 

Homestake Mining 
Company of Galifomia 
P.O. 98 
Grants, New Mexico 

87020. 
Personas interesadas 

que desean someter algun 
comentario escrito, o una 
suplica para una audlencia 
publica sobre esta mater­
ia. deben diriair su solici­
tud escrito a: -

Director, Mining and 
Minerals Division 

Energy, Minerals 
Natural Resources 
Department 

2040 South Pacheco 
Street 

Santa Fe, New Mexlco 
87505. 

La techa final para som­
eter propuestas o come­
ntari os es el lun-. dfa 29 

1 
de abril de 1996. 

-·-,1 . Coples de la sotlcttud .. para una varfact6n utan 
dlsponlbles para lnapec­
cl 6 n publlca en la 

.. - Blblloteca Publlca y en la 
-:: oflcina del Secretario del 
f Condado de Cibola, en 

Grants, New Mexico, y en · 
la Biblloteca Publlca y en 
la oflclna del Secretarlo 
del Condado de McKinley, 
en Gallup, New Mexico. 
Viernes, 29 de marzo, 
1996. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Homestake Mining 

Company of California 
(HMC) has submitted an 
APPLICATION FOR A 
VARIANCE for its Section 
23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, 
In accordance with the 
provisions of Subpart 1 O of 
the New Mexico Min ing 
Act Rules of February 15, 
1996 (1 9 NMAC 10.2 
Subpart 10). . 

The Mine is located in 
McKinley County ~t 
Ambros i a Lake . 1n 
Township 14 North, Range 
1 O West, New Mexico 
Principal Meridian. The 
Mine covers 1 00 acres of 
land previously distrubed 
for uranium mining. All of 
the Mine site has been 
reclaimed according the 
requirements of applicable 
laws and regulations . The 
purpose of the variance is 
to provide for up to/two 
additional growing sea­
sons before the determina­
tion is made by the Mining 
and M inerals d ivison 
(MMD) that the site meets 
the criteria for release from 
additional revegetation 
require-ments . 

The applicant's address 
is: 

Homestake Mining 
Company of Californ ia 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 

87020 
Interested persons wish- • 

ing to submit written com­
ments or a request for a 
public hearing on t~i~ mat­
ter may do so by writing to : 

Director, Mining and 
Minerals Division 

Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources 
Department 

State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco 
Street 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87505 

The deadline for submit­
tals is Monday, April 29, 
1996. 

Copies of the Application 
for a Variance is available 
for public inspection 3:t the 
Public Library and Cibola 
County Clen<'s office in 
Grants, New Mexico, at 
the Public Library and 
McKinley County Clerk's 
office i n Gallup, Ne'II 
Mexico. 
Friday, March 29, 1996. 



.. ::. :-.· 
<··-< .. ~ : ~ ---:· :::-: · •. ::- :-.· .... :-··,•• . . • . . _. 

...... • -: =:- :-
. -: . . 

6. 
X 
7 . Ca 

0 Insured • coo 
□~~ 

Always obtain ...,,_ of addr1w1 
or ~Ind DATE DB.IVERED. • , 

8. Addressee's Address (ONLY if 
reqwsud and /tt paid) 

PSFom _ __ ~ If II r, r'' I r11,HH1 "''" r,l II tr ,I' 1fl111 Ir 11111 n, ,I,ra 1/l, .t 
.tECBPT 

·.·· . 
.·.· ·.·. : .· .·· ... .. ·· .. ... -

• SENDER : Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 
3 and 4 . 
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• 
SENDER: Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 
3 and 4. 

Put your address in the " RETURN TO" Space on the reverse side. Failure to do this will prevent this card 
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• 
SENDER : Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 
3 and 4 . 

Put your address in the " RETURN TO" Space on the reverse side. Failure to do this will prevent this card 
from being returned to you. The return recei~t fee will provide you the name of the person delivered to and 
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Do Certified 
CJ Express Mail 

0 Insured 
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rt!qut!sted and Ju paid) 

DOMESTIC RETURN RECEIP" 
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HOMESTAKE MINING COMl-'ANY 
P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020 
(505) 287-4456 

March 29, 1996 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 937 

Ms. Kathleen A . Garland, Director 
Mining and Minerals Division of 

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Department 

P.O. Box 6429 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6429 

. \ 

APR 1996 
RECEIVED 
Mining & Minerals 

Division 
/ 

I 
/ -, 

Re : Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Company 

Dear Ms. Garland: 

Enclosed is the Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine located in McKinley County, 
Township 14 North, Range 10 West. We have followed Subpart 9 - Public Participation 
for an application for a variance. As per Subpart 903.A the following adjacent land 
owners were given notice: Quivira Mining Company, Bureau of Land Management and Mr. 
Jerry Elkins. Subpart 903.B requires that McKinley County and Navajo Nation be given 
notice. Published notice in English and Spanish was done on March 29, 1996 in the Gallup 
Independent and Cibola County Beacon as required by Subpart 903.C. Subpart 903.D 
required posting of notice in four locations, which were done at: McKinley County Clerk's 
office and McKinley Public Library in Gallup, New Mexico; and Public Library and Cibola 
County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico. Subpart 903.E required mailing notice to 
Cerrillos Land Company mineral lessor. Subpart 903.G required notice to be sent to 
Environmental Department, State Engineer, Department of Game and Fish, Forestry 
Division and State Historic Preservation Division. See attached letters for proof of notice. 
Copies of returned certified mail receipts and newspaper proof of publication will be 
forwarded to you under a separate cover letter. 

I believe that the Application for Variance is complete and answers all concerns dealing 
with this variance . Enclosed is the $522.50 fee for an application for variance. I'm 
looking forward to a timely response and should you or you staff have any questions 
please contact me at the Grants Project office. 

Sincerely, 

F. R. Craft 
Resident Manager 

FRC:jg 

Enclosures 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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1002.A 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10 

(19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10) 

1. The applicant is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 
Contact person: Mr. Fred Craft 
Telephone: 505 287-4456 
Fax: 505 287-9289 

2. This application is submitted 29 March 1996 

3. A variance is sought for the Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake. 

4. The mine is located in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, McKinley County. 

5. A variance is sought from Subpart 5, Section 510.B, which requires that a permit 
application be submitted within 6 months after the owner receives notice of the 
determination that prior reclamation measures do not satisfy the requirements for 
reclamation. Rather than submit a permit application, Homestake proposes the course of 
action described below. 

6. This section describes the extent to which, and why, Homestake wishes to vary from 
Subpart 5. 

6. a. Background As a result of an MMD inspection of the Section 23 Mine 
conducted on 29 June 1995, the Director determined in a letter dated 29 September 
1995 (which was received by Homestake on 16 November 1995) that: "The Section 23 
Mine was identified by staff as having insufficient cover to meet release." The Director 
went on to say: "However, since Homestake has completed most reclamation measures 
at the mine, Homestake may apply for a variance from the provisions of the NMMA 
Rules pursuant to Rule 10. Otherwise, Homestake must apply for a permit under the 
provisions of Rule 5.10.B." Subsequent communications between Holland Shepherd of 
MMD and Fred Craft of Homestake determined that all other reclamation measures, 
other than revegetation, have been satisfactorily completed at the Section 23 Mine. 
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6. b. Proposal Therefore, Homestake proposes the following course of action for the 
Section 23 Mine. In the fall of 1996, following summer rains but before the estimated 
end of the growing season, Homestake will conduct a statistically-valid vegetation 
survey of the site, including enough 30-meter line intercept transects to meet sample 
adequacy. The survey will measure vegetation cover by species, and photographs will be 
taken to document the condition of the vegetation. If the results of the 1996 survey 
demonstrate that release criteria are met, then Homestake will ask MMD to release the 
Mine from further liability for reclamation. If the 1996 survey results do not meet 
release criteria, Homestake will follow the same survey procedure in 1997. If the site 
does not meet release criteria at the end of the 1997 vegetation survey, Homestake will 
determine the appropriate course of action to take in order meet release criteria, and will 
then provide MMD with an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed course 
of action. 

6. c. Justification The MMD report dated 26 September 1995 says that 5 species of 
plants that were seeded in 1992 are present on the site, in addition to 10 other species 
( or 12 if you include the two species listed in the first paragraph of the Section 23 
narrative but not listed in the subsequent Table). According to the Prior Reclamation 
Report for the Section 23 Mine which Homestake submitted to MMD, dated 29 August 
1994, only 5 species of plants were seeded at the site. Therefore, all species seeded have 
apparently germinated. Among the non-seeded species indicated to be present in 1995 
are 3 valuable perennials, namely Scarlet globemallow, Winterfat, and Fourwing 
saltbush, that are commonly use in revegetation of mines in northwest New Mexico. The 
presence of at least 8 perennial species on the site, in spite of the fact that none of them 
showed up in the transect MMD measured, indicates that Section 23 is capable of 
supporting a diverse mix of the native perennial plant species that are desirable for the 
site. Moreover, there is no evidence from the MMD survey, or from any other source, 
that any soil contamination or other problems exist that would interfere with plant 
growth at the site. 

Native vegetation such as that found at Ambrosia Lake is commonly described in 
the literature as "patchy" (see, for example, New Mexico Vegetation Past, Present, and 
Future, by W.A. Dick-Peddie, p. 123 .). This fact, combined with the uneven distribution 
of precipitation that is characteristic of the area, means that it is not unusual to find 
native sites where the distribution of plant species is uneven and considerable bare 
ground is present after a disturbance. Likewise, it is not unusual to find revegetated 
areas where the seeded species are also patchy, especially given the fact that, without 
supplemental irrigation, native plants can take as many as 5 complete growing seasons 
(or more) to establish in northwest New Mexico. Note that only two complete growing 
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seasons (those of 1993 and 1994) elapsed between the June 1992 seeding of Section 23 
and the June 1995 MMD inspection. 

The MMD report of the June 1995 inspection, on page 9, notes: "Homestake 
may need to consider reseeding this site or wait to see if an adequate cover can be 
achieved in another season or two of growth" ( emphasis added). In this variance 
application, Homestake proposes to take the latter course of action, i.e., to wait one or 
two more growing seasons to see if adequate cover can be achieved. This seems to be 
justified because of the presence on the site of at least 8 species of perennial vegetation, 
and the fact that only 2 complete growing seasons elapsed between seeding and the 
MMD inspection. It is also worth noting that total precipitation at Grants airport (the 
nearest National Weather Service station, located approximately 19 miles south of 
Ambrosia Lake) in 1994, the year before the MMD inspection, was 7.73 inches, which is 
only about 72% of the annual average. And, in the 2 months prior to the MMD 
inspection (May and June, 1995), only 0.74 inch of precipitation was recorded at the 
Homestake Grants mill site, which is located approximately 14 miles south of Ambrosia 
Lake. Therefore, if the growing season before the inspection had below-average 
precipitation, and the months immediately prior to the inspection had little precipitation, 
then it is reasonable to assume that the vegetative cover measured during the inspection 
may not reflect the amount of cover that might be present if the site is given two more 
growing seasons ( 1996 and 1997) with average precipitation. 

7. If the requested variance is not granted, Homestake will be forced to apply for a 
permit pursuant to Subpart 5, and then wait 12 years following the issuance of the permit 
for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a complete permit application for the 
Section 23 Mine pursuant to Subpart 5 and the other applicable Subparts, is estimated to 
be approximately $25,000. Fees associated with a permit are estimated according to the 
following calculations. 

1. Permit application (Rule 201 .A.1) 
(201.A.2.) 
(205 .A) 

$ 1,000.00 
1,000.00 

90.00 
Total permit application fee : 

2. Annual fee (202.A.1.) $ 1,000.00 
(202.A.2) 900.00 
(205 .A) 85 .50 
Annual fee: $ 1,985 .50 
Total annual fee for 12 years: 

$ 2,090 

$1,985 .50 X 12 years= $23,826 
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The reclamation performance bond is estimated to be approximately $150,000 (100 acres 
X $1,500 per acre for revegetation only), resulting in an opportunity cost (the cost of 
having this amount of money, plus other costs associated with the permit, unavailable for 
investment, conservatively estimated on the basis of only 5% possible return on 
investment) of $200,916 X 5% per year for 12 years= $120,552. In total, the cost of 
permitting the Section 23 Mine is estimated as follows: 

Prepare permit application: 
Permit application fee: 
Annual fee for 12 years: ' 
Performance bond: 
Opportunity cost: 

Total estimated cost of permitting: 

$25,000 
2,090 

23,826 
150,000 
120,552 

$321,468 

It is not reasonable to require Homestake to spend approximately $321,468, and 
wait 12 years to see if the vegetation becomes established, given what is known about 
the time required to establish vegetation in northwest New Mexico and the opportunity 
to resolve this issue in less time (see above in section 6.). By the end of the growing 
season of 1997, if the vegetation at the site does not meet release criteria, then 
Homestake will at that time determine the appropriate course of action to take in order 
meet release criteria. Before undertaking any action, Homestake will provide MMD 
with an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed course of action. Until 
then, there is no justification to require the expenditure of approximately $321 ,468, 
especially given the fact that not one dollar of that money will result in expediting the 
establishment of vegetative cover at the Section 23 Mine. 

8. As indicated above in section 6., all of the reclamation requirements at the site, other 
than revegetation, have been satisfactorily completed. The site does not now constitute 
in any way a threat to human health, safety, or the environment, according to the 26 
September 1995 report of the MMD inspection of29 June 1995. Granting this variance 
would not result in any change at the site that would modify that status. Therefore, 
granting this variance would not result in a significant threat to human health, safety or 
the environment. 

9. Pursuant to Rules 201.K and 205 .A, the fee for an application for a variance is 
$522.50, which is enclosed. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A 
VARIAN CE for its Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the 
New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, 
New Mexico Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. 
All of the Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The 
purpose of the variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made 
by the Mining and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional 
revegetation requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 
Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter 

may do so by writing to: 
Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 
Copies of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and 

Cibola County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico, at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office 
in Gallup, New Mexico. 
Friday, March 29, 1996. 

A VISO PUBLICO 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA 
V ARIACION para su Mina de Secci6n 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de acuerdo con las provisiones de Subparte 10 de 
las Reglas del Acto de Minerfa del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del 15 de febrero de 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 
10). 

La Mina de Secci6n 23 esta situada en el Condado de McKinley, en Ambrosia Lake, en Township 14 
Norte, Extensi6n 10 Oeste, New Mexico Principal Meridian. La Mina tiene una extensi6n de 100 acres de tierra 
anteriormente perturbado por la minerfa del uranio. Todo el 
sitio de la Mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos de las leyes y reglamentos aplicables. El prop6sito 
de la variaci6n es proveer para que pase dos mas estaciones de crecimiento antes de la determinaci6n, a ser hecho 
por la Divisi6n de Minerfa y Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las 
obligaci6nes de algtin requisito adicional para la revegetaci6n. 

La direcci6n del suplicante es: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020. 
Personas interesadas que desean someter algtin comentario escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia 

publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a: 
Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. 
La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el tunes, dfa 29 de abril de 1996. 
Copias de la solicitud para una variaci6n estan disponibles para inspecci6n publica en la Biblioteca 

Publica y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de Cibola, en Grants, New Mexico, y en la Biblioteca Publica 
y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de McKinley, en Gallup, New Mexico. 
Viernes, 29 de marzo, 1996. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A 
VARIANCE for its Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the 
New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10). 

The Mine is located in Mc.Kinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, 
New Mexico Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. 
All of the Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The 
purpose of the variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made 
by the Mining and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional 
revegetation requirements. 

The applicant's address is: 
Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O. Box 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 
Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter 

may do so by writing to: 
Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
State of New Mexico 
2042 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996. 
Copies of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and 

Cibola County Clerk's office in Grants, New Mexico, at the Public Library and Mc.Kinley County Clerk's office 
in Gallup, New Mexico. 
Friday, March 29, 1996. 

A VISO PUBLICO 

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA 
V ARIACION para su Mina de Secci6n 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de acuerdo con las provisiones de Subparte 10 de 
las Reglas del Acto de Mineria del estado de Nuevo Mexico, del 15 de febrero de 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 
10). 

La Mina de Secci6n 23 esta situada en el Condado de Mc.Kinley, en Ambrosia Lake, en Township 14 
Norte, Extensi6n 10 Oeste, New Mexico Principal Meridian. La Mina tiene una extensi6n de 100 acres de tierra 
anteriormente perturbado por la minerfa del uranio. Todo el 
sitio de la Mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos de las leyes y reglamentos aplicables. El prop6sito 
de la variaci6n es proveer para que pase dos mas estaciones de crecimiento antes de la determinaci6n, a ser hecho 
por la Divisi6n de Minerfa y Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las 
obligaci6nes de algun requisito adicional para la revegetaci6n. 

La direcci6n del suplicante e:;: 

Homestake Mining Company of California 
P.O 98 
Grants, New Mexico 87020. 
Personas interesadas que desean someter algun comentario escrito, o una suplica para una audiencia 

publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitud escrito a: 
Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
2040 South Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. 
La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el lunes, dfa 29 de abril de 1996. 
Copias de la solicitud para una variaci6n estan disponibles para inspecci6n publica en la Biblioteca 

Publica y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de Cibola, en Grants, New Mexico, y en la Biblioteca Publica 
y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de McKinley, en Gallup, New Mexico. 
Viernes, 29 de marzo, 1996. 
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Applica~on for Variance for Section 23 Mine, H9mestake M.inin91 ~ompany 

P.02 

I , 

j j'Enclosed:is the Application for ariimce for Section 23 JMine located in McKinley County, 
l :Township 14 Nbrth, Range 1 0 est. We have followe~ ·subpart 9 - Pl.ib!ic Participation 
i :for an application for a varianc . As per Subpart 903.A the following ap~acent 1a:~d 
! :owners were giyen notice: Qui ira Mining Company, Bltreau of Land Ma('lagement and Mr. 
: :Jerry Elkins. Subpart 903.B re~uires that McKinley Co~nty and Navajo :~ation be ~iven 
l ;notice. Published notice in English and Spanish was dor,e on March 29 , ~ 996 in .the Gallup 
; :independent and Cibola County Beacon as required by Subpart 903.C. S,ubpart 9O3.D 
j ;required posting of notice in four locations, which werei done at: Mcl(jnl+y County Clerk's 
j: office and Mcl<Jnley Public LibrJry in Gallup , New Mexicio; and Public Libr,ary and Cibola 
I County Clerk's office in Grants I New Mexico. Subpart i9:03.E required mailing · notice to 
! 1 Cerrillos Land Company minera~lessor. Subpart 903.G iraquired · notice td be sent to 
! ; Environmental Oepartment, Sta e Engineer, Department of Game and Fish, Forestry 

1 i Oh,ision and State Historic Pre rvation Division. See attached letters ftjr proof of notice. 
: . Copjes of returned certified majl receipts and newspap~r proof of publicaj:ion will be 
: . forwarded to you under a· sepa~ate cover letter. : . 

i; I believe that t~e Application "t.! Varian . !l,le ~nd answe,s all ~dncerns dealing {,,._ 
: : with this variance. Enclosed i th 22.50 fee or ari application for variance. f'm L.._ e,,f7 
! ; looking forward to a timely res ons~ and s . ou you or! you staff have ~ryy questions 
; . please contact me at the Grants Proiect office. · · 
i; ' 
! . . 
i : Sincerely, 
l . 
t 

i 
. ! 

;: F. R. Craft . 
I ; ~esident Manager 
! I 

! j FRC:jg 
! i . 
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· AP!PLICA TION FOR VARIAN CE ' 
Pursuant to ~ew Mexico Mining Act!RuJa Subpart 10 

i(l9 NMAC 10.2 Subpar,t 10) ; 

ii 1002.A 
I . 

I . 
i. The applicant is: : 
. Hom~ Mining Company of C~ornia 
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: T eiephonl: 505 287-445() 
. Fioc · 505 287-928if 

2. This!appHcation is su mitted 29 March:...;1,_,__..____ 
l I 
: I I 

3. A varian~ is sought ~r t ion 23 e at i brosia Lake. c_ 

4. The mine is located iJ Township 14 North, Ran~e 10 West, McKiruey County. 

5. A variance is sought !om Subpart 5, Section sto.B, which requir~ that a permit 
application be submitted thin 6 months after the owner r~ives nodce of the · 
determination that prior cclamation measures do tjot satisfy the requirements for 
reclamation. · Rather submit a. permit applicati~n, Homestake pr~poses the course of 
action qes.cnoed below. 

. . . 
' ' 

6. This:secuon describ the extent to which, and Why, Homestake wishes to vary from 
Subpart 5. I '. · : 
6. a. B~ckground As ~ result of an MMD inspetjion of th~ SectioJ 23 Mine· 
condu~ed on 29 June 1!5. the Director determin~ in a letter datC({!29 September 
1995 (~hi~h w~ receiv by Hom.est~e on ~6 N~vember 1995) tha~: "The Sec~on 23 
Mine was identified by aff as having msu.ffictent (;)OVer to meet rele8$e.,., The Director 
went ori to say: "Howi, since Homestake has qompleted m9~ reqlamation, measures 
at the nune, Homestake ay apply ~or a variance flom the provisioris jof~~ NMMA 
Rules pursuant to Rule o_ Otherwise, Homestake must apply for a pen:rut under the 
provisions ofRule 5.10.$ ." Subsequent communit:ations between H~lland Shepherd of 
MMD and Fred Craft or!Homestake detennined that all other reclamation measures, 
other than revegetation, rv• been satisfactorily C<impleted at the S:on 23 Mine. 

. i . . : . 
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6. b. tjoposai Therefote, Homestake proposes 4e followirtg. c:o~ of action for the 
Section;23 Mine. In the !fall of 1996, following swpiner rains but b(f~re the estimated 
end of the growing seastjn. Homestake will conduct a statistietily-v~d vegetatjon 
.survey ~f the site, includ\ng enough 30~ line ¥ercept ~ ,o meet sample . 
adequ.a4y. The survey -wpll meuure vegetat1on co"ier by species, and photographs will be 
taken to document the ccl,ndition of the vegetation.! If the results· of ~e 1996 survey 
demonsti-ate that release !criteria are met, then Ho~estake wiU ask~ to release the 
Mine from further liabilit!Y for reclamation. If the 1996 survey resulis:do not meet 

_ release ~teria, Hom• e will follow the same ~ey procedure in: 1997. If the site 
does not meet release Cfferia at the end of the 199,7 vegetation survey, Homestake will 
determine the appropriatF course of action to take iuii order meet rel~ •criteria, and will 
then ~r~vide :MMD with! an opportunity to review bd comment on :the proposed course 
of acttop. i · , • 

I ' 
. ; i . : 

6. c. J~tification The!MMD report dated 26 September 1995 saysithat 5 species of 
plants that were seeded ~ 1992 are present on the_jsite, in addition to !10 other species 
(or 12 if you include theltwo species listed in the tvst paragraph of the Section 23 
narrative but not listed id the subsequent Table). According to the Ptiior Reclamation 
Report for the ·Section 23 Mine which Homestake !submitted· to ~. dated 29 August 
1994, only 5 species of~lants were seeded at the ~te. Therefore, all species seeded have 
appareritly germinated. Among the non-seeded s~ies indicated to;~e present-in 1995 

I ' ' 
are 3 valuable perennial~ namely Scarlet globemaijow, Winterfat, an~ Fourwing 
saltbush, that are commqnly use in revcgetation o~ mines in northwest New Mexico. The 
presence of at least 8 pefennial species on the site,1in spite of the fact :that none of them 
showed up in the transect MMD measured, indica~es that Section 23 ~s capable of 
supporting a diverse mi~ of the native perennial p~t species that are1desirable for the 
·site. Moreover, there is !no evidence from the Mlvµ:> swvey,.or from 1any other source, 
. that any soil contaminat~n or other problems exisi that would interfere with plant 
growth: at the site. , · 

l : 
Native vegetatioh such as that found at ~brosia Lake is corhmonly d~noed in 

the literature as "p~chy1 (~e, for example,_New 1f'iexic~ Ve,g~ationiPast. :Pre~en~ ~ 
Future., by W.A. D1ck-P5d~e, p. 123} This filct, ;combmed·wttb the,uneven di~bution 
of precipitation that is c acteristic of the area, rqeans that ·it is not~nusual t• find 
native sjtes where the di tribution of plant species iis uneven and co~iderable bare 
ground is present after ~ disturbance. Likewise, i~ is not unusuai to ~nd revegetated 
areas where the seeded ~pecies are also patchy, especially given .the' ~act that, without 
supplemental irrigation, rative plants can take as rpany as 5 co lete growing seasons 
(or more) to establish in/northwest New Mexico. [Note that only two conip ete growing . . : . 

l 
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1

(~~~t oflr993 d 1994) elapsed between/the June 1992 see4ing ofS~on 23 
1 

, - ; • , and the I ·1995 MMD. . 1 ;[ I , ; .r . une ' . mspect10n. • : : . 
. , : F i The MMD repon of the June 1995 inspection, on page 9/notc;s: :"HornC$take 

• ' ·: l '~ i may need to consider r . g th.is site or wait to~ if an adeg,µate·gover can be 
. i ' : achieved · · er or two f owth• ( emphasis added). · 1n tlijs variance 

· · : j ; i application, Ho~estalce Jtoposes ~o take the I.aner course· of ~on. i. ~ .• to_ walt one or 
i " : two mor,e growmg .scasoq..s to see if adequate cover can be achieved. ifhis seems to be 

• i fi : i · justified :because of the p~esence on the site ofat I~ 8 spe¢ies of~ vegetation, 
. i r : and the &ct that only 2 c'?mplete growing seasons elapsed between ~g and the :---, l :_; '. --. ---:MMD inspecti.on.- It is al!«> wonh noting that total;precipitation at Gtjuits airport (the 

nearest National W eathe~ Service station, located approximately 19 mil f 
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Ambrosia Lake · , 4,-i year before the MMD inspection, . f73 ·inches, which is 
only _.._ ____ . ...,2% of :ver . d, in the: 2 months pno ' e 
inspectio un , 5 , only 0.74 inch of precipitation was tecorded·at the 
Homestake Grants mill si~e, which is located .approximately 14 mi:Ies 5f>Uth of Ambrosia 
Lake. Therefore, if the gtowing season before the inspection had belQw-average 
precipitation; and the mo~ths immediately prior to the inspe¢on had ~ttle precipitation, 
then it is reasonable to ~e that the veg~tative ~over m~r~ d~~ the ins~on 
may not:reflect the amo~t of cover that nught be present if the stte 1.s!given two more 
growing seasons ( 1996 ~d 1997) with average precipitation. ; 

I ; 
l \ . 

7. If the requested v · 'ce is not granted. Homestake will be forced ~o apply for a 
permit pursuant to Subp 5, and then wait 12 years following the isspance of the permit 
for the site to be rel A_...1-.Q:"1..e cost of compiling a complete pennit application for the 
Section ~~ Mine . to ~_µbpart 5_ and th~ other ap~licable ~ubp~. is e~ed to 
be approxun y $25, - · Fees assoetated with a pemut are estimated according to the 
following calcu ns. 1 · 

j 

i . . i 
1. Permitlapplication (Rule 201.Al ) .$ 1,000.()0 

l (201.A.2.) 1,000.~o 
l (205 .A) . 90,PO 
! Total permit application fee; I 

l ! 
2. Annual fee (202.A 1.) $ 1,000.()0 

(202.A2) :900.po 
(205.A) 85.~0 
Annual fee: S 1,985.~0 
Total annual tee for 12 years: , : 

$1,985.50 X 12 years=- : 

S 2.090 



~ I • 

--1·: . . 
: ; 

. t: . 

. ; . ~ : 
• • ..! • 

! ,: 

) 
. I, . 

. . i: 

. ·>r 
: ! 
' ; ii 
' . i ; :' 

. : . :! I : j ; ' • 1, . 

' I ii ' 

1·. : i! . 
. I' . ' 

. ; •' 
I •• , 

: . ;: : 
I I .: 

I . i: . 
. ·, .. . : .; 

I: . 

04-02-1996 04: 22PM FROM HOMESTAl<E GRANTS TD 15058277195 P.06 .. 

' 

i • • 

' . I 
1. 

' 

; : 
I 

! 

: • 

, . 

' 

' . 

! : 

I 
B • t t ~C-f-1·.Cc.J....... S11dk•dlM-.. 

' . : 

, I 
i, Mardi'""5 ..._., ol 4 

, I 

! . : 

I . 
f, 
I ! . , . 

. . I . . . i . 
The ~on perfo ce bond is estimated to be appro$1atel}( ~IS0,000 {100 acres 
X SI,5QO per acre for r;egetation only), rc:sulting/~ an opportunity cost (the ~ost of 
having~ amount of:m ney, .plus other costs a_ssc!ciated with the~ unavailable for Al 
invesun,en~ conservattve y estimated on the basis tj(only 5% posmol~ return on 5 ) ·t;J 
investment) ofS200,9t6jX 5% per year for 12 years"" $120,552. In total, the cost of '1j 
permitting the Section 2i :Mine is estimated as follhws: . . t, M 

. ! . . r 
··•- ···- - Prepare permit a plication: S 25,opo f {f f 

J>ermit applicatio fee: 2,p90 ~ : 
~ual fee for 1 years-: 23,8;26 . 
Performance ho : 150,boo . 
Opportunity .co 120,~52 . 

' . I , 

I I · . 
ost of permitting: I • $321,468 

i • · · : I 
. . i : . 

[tis not reaso le to require Homestake tb; spend approxin1~tely $321~468, arid 
wait 12i years to see if ~egetation _bec~mes es~~lished, giY~: w~ is known· abo~ . 
the tim~ reqi.lired to lish vegetatton m north~st New MeX1C:O a,d the opportunlty 
to reso~ve this i~e in l ~e (see abo:e in sectipn 6.). By the~~ o~the growing 
season pf 1997, if the v tation at the site does npt meet release ~na, then 
Homestake will at that tµne determine the approp~ate cour~ of acti~n to take: in order 
meet rcl,ease criteria. Bqfore undertaking any action, Homestake will provide :MMD 
with an opportunity to r~ew and comment on th~ proposed course pf action. Until 
then, ~ere is no ju~ificiion to require the expenditure of appro~ely S321;468, 
especially given the fact ~hat not one dollar of thati rhoney will result ln expediting the 
establishment of vegetative cover at the Section 2~ Mine. : . 

I ; ' I : ; 
8. As i,idicated above iq section 6 .. all of the recIJrnation requiremeJts at the site. other 

. than revegetation, have been satisfactorily completed. The· site doe~ not now constitute 
in any -ivay a threat to hlman health, safety, or th~ ~nvironment, a~rding· to the 26 
September 1995 report fthe l¼MD inspection o~29 June 1995. Gtjanting this variance 
would not result in any hange at the site that woiµd modify that starus. Therefore. · 
granting this variance w. uld not result in a signifitkflt threat to hutri~ health, safety or 
the environment. ! i : 

. 9. Pursuant ~o ~ules 2~.K and 205.A, the fee fo~ an application fo~ a variance is 

. $522.50, which 1s enclo . : : 
: ; , : I 

'. 
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mit written coxnmmts or a!~ foe a public-~ oa tbis matter 
i' 

i 

A VISO PUBLICO I : 
: . I , 

llo~ Mining Company of California (HMC) ha samotido una SOUClTUD, PARA Wf A 
: ·: V ARIACION para su Mina de Secci 23 eu Aaibrosia Lake, de ~~ coo. las provis~ de Subparte 10 de 
· las R.eglas de1 Aero de Minma del • de Nuevo Mexico, del 15 ~c febrero de 1996 (1~ NMAC 10.2 Subpart 
. IO). ' I : , . 

La Mina de. Sec;ci6n 23 MU ~,tuada en el Coni:Lido de Mc.IQnley, en Ambrosi.a Lab, en To~p 14 
None, ~ 10 Oe.,te, New Mex co Pri.IJcipal. Meridian. La M.ina tiene una extal5i6~ de 100 8CfflJ de tiena 

; : anteriormente pertun,ado por la del unnio. Todo el j . . : . 
· $t;io d8 la Miu.a hlj sido rehabilitado · qmx, • los requillitos de ~ !eyes y reg~~~es- , Et prop6gito . 

de la variacion es proveu para que dos JJJ&, estaciooe.s de crecitmento antM de la · . · · i6n, ·a ter hecho . 
p;ir la Division dei MiD.cria y Mineral (MMD), qw, et sitio cumpl~ cou Jos criterios para1rcleva de :Jas 
oblipci611ea de alp:a requisite adici para la reveptaci6n. ! i 

La direcci6a del SUplic:ante : 

m,mesrake Minillg CoPJPIUl of California 
P .O 98 : ! 

I 

Grants, New Mexico 87020. 1 

Pet9008S interosades qua someter- :ugun cozm:ntario ~rito, o una suplica i,an un& audieocia 
:: :: pµ'blica ~ esta'.materia, deben di.ti · su saliciald escrito a: ' : 

: I>uector, Mining md M" s Division 
Energy. Mineral$ and N Resources Department , , 

: ·' 
2040 South Pacheco Stxeet , , ; 
Santa Fe~ New M~co 87501. · ; · i · 
La fecba final para someter riropuestas o comentari os es el1 lunes. dfa 29 d~ abrilide 1996. 

; Copiu de la solicitud para Eariaci6a eatm dispooibles para ~6n plibli~ en .J.a Bibli~ 
. Pllblica y ea la ofi.cina del Secretario Condado de Cibola, e:aj Grants. New Mexico, y to la Biblibteca Publica 
. y e:n la ofic.ina del Seactarlo del Con de McKinley, eu Gallup,!New Mwc;:o, ' . 
: YJe111M, 29 de IDlltZO, 1996. 
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j ~ldima&jCnmpmy~ . . (HMC)has~mi ~ PU~Kl'IONFO~AV~CE~its 
: :15,idim 23 Mine af AJJJbrosia Lab, ill, widi the~ of Subpart 10 of tbe!New Mwi::o Miamg 
>¥ Rules orr~ is. 1996 (19 ~c 10.2 Saoprt 10). 1 · . : . 

; :~~is ~ in M~y ~- L_ at Ambrosia Lake. _ui T• p 14_ Nonb. ~ ~~ w-,; New M~co 
1 PriDcip-1 Meridiaa.:. Tix Miac cov"::foo m of la:od pnrviously ~ for 1lrmlWD ~g. All of die 
; . ·Mine site has been;rcelairnecl ~ tbt ~ of ~ -laws md·regulatioos. The purpose of the 
: · :v'2'iance is to provide fur q, ~ = ~tiooal growing seasons 'befo~ the determination is1 made by the M'Uli.lJ& _: · :=. Oivison (MMD) tbat the~sit.e meets tbc crlleria for~ fnnn additional re! CJCU&ion. 

· i: 'Ibo applicaat'uddrea ~ . : 

' ~ ~ Company f CaliforJWl : 
j . : P .O. ~ ;9g . · 
; . : Grams, New Mexico !7020 I i 

; ;· ~ per90m wi,bing 'to sub::±·t ·ttca <;Qmmeuts or a RCfUe5t ~ r • public heariua ~ this~ ma;y do so 
I ·• 01 wrumg to: ; · ! · · 
! · · · Duector, !Mining and · · s Division : · i : 
. EDefl)', Ji.linerals aad N~ ~ Department i ; ' 
, State of New Mexico 1 · i 
:- I ! 

j . . 2042 South Pacheco Street / : ' . 
1 : , Saot&Fc,l New-Mwco 875 I : 
I ' I 

j :; ~ cLwDine ~~is MoadaJ. April 29, 1996. i ~ ! ' . . . . l I • . • I • 

! ; ),s copy of the Application fo.r a V · is available for public inspec:tion at die Pu};,lic I.ibmy and Cibola 
: ·. e;::owty Cieri.:' • Qffice in Gnnts, New Mexia, and at the Public Li~ and McKinley cdunty Clerk" s: office in 
i :: G.Uup, New M~. i l 
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H"' fESTAKE MINING coMPAr-t T 

,SO California Street 
San Francisco, California 94108 

CHECK NO: 

DATE:28-MAR-96 VENDOR NAME: NM Energy, Minerals VENDOR NO: 

25388 

4620 

INVOICE NO INVOICE DA TE DESCRIPTION DISCOUNT NET AMOUNT 
26-MAR-96 26-MAR-96 Variance for prior reclamations .oo 522.50 

Pl SE DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT .oo 522.50 

Thank you 

PNC Bank National Association 60 - 162/433 
650 California Street in cooper;lion with Wells Faria Bank, NA 

San Francisco, California 94108 #4759-008618 

""f tHE""
2

--,-·•~,....··~=•~ "'\n""''.A"'IT£"": =: =: f""i bmcK"'·•·•·•=·•···•=·•· .. •"""i ""! ""? ""'~""~ •""t ""'l""t ""t ""@m""•·••··""•·•·•·""o .,,.•ti1m.,,.: ""~·.,,.;:"":
1
:i"";:....,..,~· 1 

PAY Five Hundred Twenty Two Dol lars and 50 Cents******************* 

TOTHE 
ORDER OF 

NM Energy1 Minerals and Natural Resourc 
Minin_g & Minerals Division 
P. 0. Box 6429 
Santa Fe NM 87505-6429 

       

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

BY 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

 




