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14 | 1st under Summary and Conclusion

Staff recommends that Section 15,
Section 13, Section 25 and Section
32 mine sites be released from
further requirements of the New
Mexico Mining Act.

Should you have any questions please contact me at (505) _37-4456.

Sincerely,

s

F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

FRC:jg




NEW MEXICO ENERGEMINERALS AND NATURAJIRESOURCES DEPARTMENT

September 29, 1995

Mr. Fred Craft, Resident Manager
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98

Grants, NM 87020

RE: Prior Reclamation Release, Section 13, 15, 23, 25 and 32 Mines, McKinley County, New
Mexico

Dear Mr. Craft:

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has completed the inspection of reclamation measures at
the following mines as requested by Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC):

Section 13 TI4N R10W
Section 15 T14N R10W
Section 25 T14N R10W
Section 32 T14N ROW

Based on findings in the enclosed inspection reports, reclamation measures at the above mines satisfy
the requirements of the New Mexico Mining Act (NMMA) and the substantive requirements for
reclamation pursuant to the NMMA Rules. Therefore, HMC is hereby released from further
requirements of the NMMA on the mines listed above. However, the Section 25 Mine was identified
by staff as having one maintenance item which will need to be addressed. The release for this site will
be conditional on Homestake performing the work discussed in the Section 25 report and meeting
the deadline provided in the report.

The enclosed prior reclamation inspection report details the findings of the inspection but does not
include the photos/slides contained in the MMD file copy.
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ENERCY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION - P . O. BOX 6429 - SANTA £, NM 87505-6429 - (505) 827-5900
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The Section 23 Mine was identified by statt as having insufficient cover to meet release. However,
since Homestake has completed most reclamation measures at the mine, Homestake may apply for
a variance from the provisions of the NMMA Rules pursuant to Rule 10. Otherwise Homestake must
apply for a permit under the provisions of Rule 5. 10.B.

MMD appreciates HMC's efforts to comply with the NMMA and commends them for their
safeguarding and reclamation efforts. It you have any questions please contact Holland Shepherd of
the Mining Act Bureau, (505) 827-5971.

Sincerely,

=

Kathleen A. Garland, Director
Mining and Minerals Division

cc: Ms. Maxine Goad, New Mexico Environment Department
Mr. Mark Schmidt, State Land Oftice
Mr. Jerry Elkins, Surface Owner

Enclosures



PRIOR RECLAMATION INSPECTION REPORT
AND
RECOMMENDATION FOR RELEASE OR PERMIT REQUIREMENT

Homestake Mining Company -- California

Section 13, (T 14N R 10W), Section 15 (T 14N, R 10W), Section 23 (T 14N, R 10W),
Section 25 (T 14N, R 10W) and Section 32 (T 14N, R 10W) Mines

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the New Mexico Mining Act
Section 69-36-7 U., Prior Reclamation

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Mining and Minerals Division
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

September 26, 1995






borrow areas was visually inspected. Placement and closure of portals and vent shafts were verified in the
field.

The establishment and relative percent cover of reseeded and native plant species were evaluated in randomly
placed transccts. Fifty foot transects were evaluated at each mine site using the line intercept method
(Bonham 1989). These transects were used to estimate the relative percent cover of each plant species
intercepted at 3' intervals along a transect. Seventeen points per transect were recorded. In addition, a list of
species present within a 50' X 6' belt transect adjacent to each transect was compiled. These sampling
procedures. however, do not meet sample adequacy. Rather, these procedures were conducted to estimate the
relative percent cover and to evaluate the diversity of species present at each of the eight mine sites.
Additional resources would be needed to fully evaluate the vegetation of these prior reclamation sites to a
level of sample adequacy and would require at least 24 additional man-hours of inspection time per site.

Results and Discussion

Maps and reports describing the conditions at the five mine sites were submitted by Homestake in 1994.
The detail in these reports and maps is sufficient to describe conditions and facilities that were present on
each site prior to reclamation and provide information on the reclamation of each site. Details of the
reclamation activities at each site were further verified in discussions with Mr. Craft of Homestake Mining
Company and by the on-site inspections conducted on June 29 and July 13, 1995.

Section 13, T 14N, R 10W

The present owner of the surface rights to Section 13 1s Mr. Jerry Elkins. The owner of the mineral rights is
Cerrillos Land Company (Santa Fe Pacific Railroad). Homestake-Sapin Partners began operation of the
HMC Section 13 Mine in October 1977 as United Nuclear-Homestake Partners under a lease from Santa Fe
Pacific Railroad. The partnership was dissolved February 1981 with Homestake Mining Company-Grants
remaining as the operator. The company was later renamed Homestake Mining Company of California.

The Section 13 Mine lies within the Ambrosia Lake valley. Appendix A (Kelly 1963) depicts the
stratigraphic column underlying the formations at this and the four other mine sites (Section 135 Section 23,
Section 25, and Section 32) discussed in this report. Uranium ore was found in the "A" through "D"
sandstone units of the Westwater Canyon member of the Morrison Formation (HMC, 1994). This mine was
a dry mine (Craft, 1993). There are no surface water features in the section. Surface drainage is to an
unnamed tributary of Arrovo del Puerto that, in tumn, drains into San Mateo Creek. Structures which existed
at the Section 13 Mine while it was in operation included an access road, a vertical shaft, a ventilation shaft.
an equipment storage area. two waste rock piles. a compressor building and a office/hoist/compressor
butlding. Homestake regraded and topsotled the site in carly 1992 and reseeded in June of the same vear.
The seed mixture used in the reclamation of the Scction 13 Mine and the other minge sites 1s shown in
Appendix B Photographs of reclamation activities were provided in the request for prior reclamation
mspection (HMC. [994).

A barbed wire fence surrounded the site. All structures, trash or junk had been removed from the site. There
were no visible piles or accumulations of toxic or waste material on the site. There were no apparent hazards









(HMC. 1994). The mune was wet and water was pumped from the mine mto a pond (Craft, 1993). There are
no surface water {eaturcs 1 the section. As in the case of Homestake's Scction 13 Mine. surface drainage is
to an unnamed tributany of Arrovo del Puerto which. in turn. drains mto San Mateo Creek. Structures which
existed while the Section 13 Mine was in operation included vertical shatts. a declined shaft. 3 ventilation
borcholes. 2 waste rock piles. a dewatering pond and a office/hoist building. Homestake reclaimed this site in
carly 1992 and resceded (Appendix B) it in June 1992, Photographs of the reclamation activities at this site
are provided in the HMC report (1994,

The entire section and mine site have been fenced with barbed wire. All structures, trash. and debris have been
removed from the mine site. There were no apparent accumulations of waste materials or hazards that could
affect public health or safety on the site. The reclaimed wasterock piles were stable with no crosion or rill
formation. These piles also blended in with the surrounding terramn and provided topographic relief. The mine
and air shafts were backfilled with nontoxie mine waste materials. capped with concrete slabs. then covered with
a foot of soil (HMC. 1994)  Topsoil depths across the site ranged from 4.3 to 10 inches. There was some
cvidence of grazing by domenstic cattie and wildlife. The vegetation 1 Table 4) also showed signs of drought
stress. Litter cover and perennial vegetative cover (Table 3) were approximately 29 percent and 51 pereent.
respectively (DeAguero. 1993).

Table 4. List of Species at Homestake's Section 15 Mine

CONINON NAME Genus & species’
Alkali sacaton Sporobolus airordes
Sand dropseed Sporobolus crvprasdrus
Western wheatgrass Agropvron southi
Blue grama grass Boutelona graceis
fndian ricegrass Orvzopsis hvmenordes
Galleta Hilaria jamesii
Foxtail barlev HHordewm jubatiom
Yellow snakeweed Cruticrrezia sarothrae
: Noomenclatire atter Martin, WO and C R Hutchins 19800 A Flora of New Mexico ] Cramer. Vaduz, Gemnans
SWeoelsho s Toce o ox™ v Utaly Flora Great Bacan Saturabint Moanor No 9 v

Table 5. Summan of Relative Cover Data at Homestake's Section |3 Nine

Transect 1 Value (%)
Perennial Cover D
Pitter Conver oo

Poacl Cover )




are Ground

‘wd
L)

Number ol perennial species present in beft tragscet l 5

Transect #2 I Value (%)_ -
Perenmal Cover Al N

Litter Cover 20

Rock Cover b}

Bare Ground 33

Number of perenniat species present in belt transect 8

Maintenance [tems:

None.

Photographs of Homestake’s Section 15 Mine

The photographs on the following page were taken during site inspection of the Section 13 Mine
onJulv 13, 1995

Section 23, (T 14N, R 10W)

This scction was reclaimed in June ot 1994, The sced mixture used in the reclamation of the Section 23 Mine
1s presented i Appendix A of this document. Most of the reclaimed mine site is covered with the annual
weeds ragweed (Kochia scoparium) and Russian thistle (Salsola kali). The following table (Tablc 4)
contams a list of all species identified on the reclaimed Section 23 mine site. This list is not inclusive of all
the plant spectes that may be present on this site at other times ot the vear

Table 6. List ol Species at Homestake s Sceuen 23 Muine

‘ CONVIVION NANE Genus & species

’ Alkah sacaton Sperobolus airodes

! o .

0 Sand dropeecd Nporobaolus ey ptooeivis
i

!

0 Crested wheatarane Asropyron cristanan







Metecoqance tems:

Homestake may need to consider reseeding this site or wait to see tf an adequate cover can be
achiceved in another scason or two of” growth.

Photographs of Homestake’s Section 23 Vline

The following photographs were taken during the site inspection on June 28. 1993 to document
conditions at the Scction 23 Mime. These represent a panoramic view of the nune.

Section 25, T 14N, R 10W

[nspection of the Section 23 Mine reclaimed by Homestake Mining Company began on June 28. 1995, and
concluded (due to inclement weather) on July 13, 1995 Persons present during both portions of the
mspection included: Mro Fred Cralt representing Homestake: the lead nspector for this prior reclamation
mspection was Joc DeAguero. Other inspectors representing MMD included: Ms. Robyn Tierney. Mr,
Robert Garera. Mr Robert Young. and Ms. Tacy Harling

The Scction 25 Mine sits on an a {Tat arca southwest of the New Mexico highway 309 spur. A prior
reclamation report submitted by Homestake in 1994 for the Section 23 nune. describes the reclamation
activities completed at the mine. Included in the report are maps of the reclaimed features (photos and ficld
survevs), a discussion of the geology. ccology. topographsy and hvdrology. detailed description of the
rectamation conducted at the site and a deseription of achievement of Reclamation Requirements. The prior
reclamation report submitted by HMC is a comprchensive summary of the reclamation conducted at the site.
There 1s sufficient detatl contained in the report to describe conditions and facilities that occurred at the site
prior to reclamation and where these facilitics were located. Further. the details of the reclamation conducted
on site were vertficd on site during the mspections.

Table 8 lists ol all plant species identified on the reclaimed site. This list 1s not mclusive of all species that
mayv be present at other times of the vear. Many of the forb species are dormant during the drought scason.

Table 8. List of Species at Homestake's Scction 25 Mine

! .. ~ . -

f COMMON NANVE (enns & species’

1 . .

I Mk acaten Sporholus aireidos

i

! L

. Sard oo B A T
! Aester e goross R A RN N

i Frhie i ey Dendeicna grer!i

I Indian riceuriss i zopsis frvmennan fes










Section 32. T 14N R10W

The Section 32 Mine prior reclamation site is located in the Ambrosia Lake valley. approximately 22 miles
northwest of the City of Grants. New Mexico. The actual mine site consists of only 60 acres where the head
frame cxisted -- the remaining mine workings were underground. Homestake, however. has asked for release
of the entire mine site from further requirements of the Act (Craft. 1993). The owner of the surface cstate
and mineral rights is the State of New Mexico. Homestake operated and reclaimed the mine under a lease
agreement with the State of New Mexico. The New Mexico Land Commission has officially terminated
HMC's lcase pending approval of reclamation by the Mining and Minerals Division (HMC. 1994).

Homestake-Sapin Partners began operation of the HMC Section 32 Mine November 1961, In 1968 this
partnership became United Nuclear-Homestake partners. This partnership was. in turn, dissolved February
198 land Homestake Mining Company-Grants ¢later renamed Homestake Mining Company of California)
became the operator in February 1981 The mine was in operation from 1938 to 1979, The mine was wet
and watcr was pumped {rom the mine into ponds (Cralt. 1995). There are no surface water featurcs in the
section. Surface drainage is to an unnamed tributany of Arrovo del Puerto that. in turn. drains into San Mateo
Creek. Structures which existed at the Section 32 Mine when it was in operation include an access road.
vertical shaft. ventifation borchole. hoist house, office and change room building and a dewatering pond.
Reclamation activities took place in August 1991 by independent contractors (HMC, 1994). Since then the
site has been grazed as required by a fease agrecment with the State of New Mexico (Craft. [993).

This site was inspected for stabilitv and the presence of permanent vegetation (Table 10). Although grazing
has had a signiticant impact on the vegetation (Table 11) at this mine. the reclaimed arcas are sufficiently

stable with adequate vegetatine cover.

Table 10. List of Species at Homestake's Scction 32 Mine

COMMON NAME Genus and species’
Alkali sacaton Sporobolus airoides
Sand dropsced Sporobolus cryptandrus
Western wheatgrass Agropyron smithii
Blue grama Bowteloua gracilis
Galleta Hilaria jamesii

| Scarlet globematlow Sphacraleea cocctnea

|
Ragweed Kochia scoparium
Snakeweed (intierrezia saroilirae

Momene b i St Coamnd OO Rchecbas EUNG v Florea of New NMevico Crumer. Ladue, tienman

Woehkde ST st 8T v Ul Flora, Great Basay Nataralt Menenr Nao g
Table 1. Summary of Relauve Cover Data at Homestake's Section 32 Mine
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Summary and Conclusions

Based on the inspection of these sites. review of inspection information with Mining and Minerals Division
staff and MMD's resources to conduct these inspections, staff recommends that the Section 13, Section 17,
Section 23, and Section 32 mine sites operated by Homestake Mining Company (Homestake) be released
trom further requircments of the New Mexico Mining Act. These sites have perennial vegetation that is
clearlv becoming established. It is staff’s conclusion that these sites meet the environmental conditions that
allow for the reestablishment of a “self-sustaining ccosystem” as defined in Rule | and put forth in Rule 53.7A
of the New Mexico Mining Act.

Based on the outcome of these inspections, staff does not rccommend the refease of the Section 23 site. The
vegetation at this site was too sparse to provide adequate information necded 1in making the determination

that the site has becn reclaimed to a condition that allows for a sclf-sustaining ccosvstem.  Stalf recommends
waiting to make this determination until the plant community onsite has become better established.
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Appendix A

Stratigraphy of the Ambrosia Lake District (Kelly 1963).



Appendix B

Reclamation Sced Maxture (HMC, 1994)

Commaon Name Varietv Pounds Pure Live Seed per Acre
Western Wheatgrass Arnibu 32
Blue Grama Lovingten 0.5
Sand Dropseed 1.0
Galleta Carvopsis 0.5
Galleta Forets i.2
Alkali Sacaton Salado 1.3
Total 79
















HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

July 25, 1994

State of New Mexico

Energy, Minerals and Natural
Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief
Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Homestake Mining Company of California is preparing to submit, by August 31,
1994 prior reclamatlon status for the following mme sites: Section 13 Sectxon 15, Section 23

elements: Introductlon Hlstory of Operation, Climatology, Ecology, Geology, Topography,
Hydrology, Mine Operation Description, Reclamation, Reclamation Procedures, Achievement
of Reclamation Requirements, and Reclamation Seed Mixture. I believe the outline will
complete the prior reclamation requirements.

I reviewed the list of mine sites listed under Homestake Mining Company of
California and found the following listings need to be removed: UN-HP Section 23, UNC
Section 15, UNC Section 25, UNC Section 32, UN-HP Section 13, and Section 25 T12N Wayne
Jatke R10W.

It was good to see you again and I'm looking forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

2 ,/ v
F. R. Craft | F;;’k\
Resident Manager

FRC:jg

An Equal Opportunity Employer



CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY gi\ON FA;:RANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108

No. 0008359

" JATE: 25-AUG-94 CUST. ACCT. NO. vennAo name State of New Mexico VENDORNO: 3096

----- NT AMOUNT NET AMOUNT
.00 1,250.00

Inspection| 19-AUG-94

WALl E WUS LD CLbULJUUSLD

N\
PLEASE DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT.  Thank You L - 00 1,250.00
(" Drawn on

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY nEmi At - No. 000 8359

# - -
650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108-2788
25-AUG-94 8959 1,250.00
PAY One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Ce*w

TO THE

ORDEROF State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals & Natural Resource
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe NM 87505

BY

BY




HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

August 30, 1994

UPS TRACKING LABEL: 1078 5568 745

State of New Mexico

Energy, Minerals d Natural
Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief
Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Enclosed are the five prior reclamation reports for Homestake Mining Company
of California mines. The mines are Section 13, 15, 23, 25, all in Township 14 North, Range
10 West, and Section 32 in Township 14 North, Range 9 West. These reports comply with the
New Mexico Mining Act to satisfy prior reclamation activities. Also enclosed is a check for
$1250 for fees at $250 per mine site.

If yo have any questions please contact me at the Grants office.

Sincerely,

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY
F. R. Craft

Resident Manager

FRC:jg

Enclosures

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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BOX 27019 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 37125

SANTA FE 5200 UPTOWN BLVD NE - SUITF 400

PACIFIC ALBUQUERQUE, NAIS7110

I ¥ TEL505-880-5300 FAX505-880-5435 A Santa Fe Pacific Company
CORPORATION

! TR
: icueivED

August 31, 1994 ]
A 3 | 1098

HAND DELIVERED
MINING
D

Mr. John Lingo, Director

Mining & Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals & Natural
Resources Department

2040 Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re: Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s Requests for Approval of
Prior Reclamation

Dear Mr. Lingo:

On behalf of Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation, this 1letter is
being hand-delivered along with a series of one-page submittals and
accompanying maps identifying certain properties which it believes
were previously mined by other companies for recovery of uranium
ores. These submissions are made in a spirit of cooperation even
though Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes it 1is not
required to make the submittals or undertake any other action under
the New Mexico Mining Act, if that Act is deemed to apply at all to
the uranium operations conducted at the site. Further, these
submissions are made with the expectation that they may overlap
with submissions by companies which conducted or owned the
operations causing any disturbances.

For each site, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation would like to
request that the Director of the Mining and Minerals Division
approve prior reclamation efforts pursuant to the New Mexico Mining
Act if the Director believes that the Mining Act may be applicable
to the operations previously conducted thereon. Pursuant to our
attorr 7’s 1 :ent di :-u ions with you, tt st 11 lor ar made
with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation fully preserves and does not waive any of its positions
that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act with
respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following
positions:



Mr. John Lingo, Dir :tor
August 31, 1994
Page 2

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the
properties or activities thereon constitute commodities, materials
or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission such
that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in
marketable quantities for a total of two years since January 1,
1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under
instrument (s) pursuant to which operations owned and conducted by
others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific Gold
Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the
operations with responsibilities, if there be any, under the Mining
Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation
whatsoever to request approval of prior reclamation or carry out
other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to the
properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes these submissions with the
further understanding that neither the submissions themselves, nor
anything stated therein, nor the fact of making the submissions
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of
New Mexico or any agency or subdivision thereof as evidence or as
an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist or hereafter
arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its
mineral properties in connection with the Mining Act. The same
understanding applies in all respects to this letter.

With the exception of two mines, Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation
believes these submissions cover all of its New Mexico properties
that might conceivably be argued as properties on which "existing
mining operations" are situated. The first such exception is the
Northeast Church Rock Mine in Section 35, Township 17 North, Range
16 West. The Northeast Church Rock Mine was operated by United
Nuclear Corporation under a lease with Santa Fe Pacific Minerals
Corporation, now Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation. That 1lease
recently terminated after the adoption of the New Mexico Mining
Act.

The second uranium mine for which submission is not made with this
letter is the 01d Church Rock Mine in Section 17, Township 16
North, Range 16 West. Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation believes
that ongoing mining operations exist or are contemplated at that
site by its most current lessee, Hydro Resources, Inc., and is
informed that that company is already in contact with MMD



Mr. John Lingo, Director
Al _1st 31, 1994
Page 3

concerning any Mining Act responsibilities that may be applicable
to the operations.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation’s purpose for voluntarily
submitting the enclosed requests for approval of prior reclamation,
and for identifying in this letter the two leased uranium mine
sites for which no submissions are made, is to cooperate fully and
in a spirit of good faith so as to assist the Mining and Minerals
Division in 1its tasks of identifying and narrowing down the
potential Mining Act-regulated operations that may require a
greater level of regulatory involvement.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, the enclosed

submissions or the nonwaiver/preservation of rights language
included, please do not hesitate to call.

Very %ruly yFurs,

Tim Leftwich 4;r'

260530
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Request For Approval Of Prior Reclamation

j { Dl\’lS'Qﬂ_«mwm
Name Of Mine: Unknown /7/6"‘"" nhace 5 o
Topographic Location Of Mine: Section 23, T.14N., R.10W. AJG 3, o
“MINING & MINERALS

Operator Name: Homestake - Sapin b DIISION ]

Description Of Site Condition:  This section was mined by Homestake under a lease from
Santa Fe Pacific Minerals Corporation. This section was reclaimed in 1992. Open mine
features were backfilled and areas of surface disturbance revegetated with native plant species.
Topography was returned to natural contour to the extent possible.

Date Of Request:  August 31, 1994

Non-waiver/Preservation Of Rights: This request for approval of prior reclamation is
made with the express understanding that Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation fully preserves and
does not waive any of its positions that it has no obligations whatsoever under the Mining Act
with respect to these sites including, but not limited to, the following positions:

1. That any commodities or other materials produced from the properties or activities
thereon constitute commodities, materials or activities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission such that the Mining Act does not apply;

2. That minerals were not produced from the properties in marketable quantities for
a total of two years since January 1, 1970;

3. That as mere owner of mineral interests and lessor under instrument(s) pursuant
to which operations owned and conducted by others occurred on the properties, Santa Fe Pacific
Gold Corporation was not and is not an operator or owner of the operations with responsibilities,
if there be any, under the Mining Act; and

4. That Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation has no obligation whatsoever to request
approval of prior reclamation or carry out other responsibilities, if there be any, pertaining to
the properties in relation to the Mining Act.

Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation makes this submission with the further understanding that
neither the submission itself, nor anything stated therein, nor the fact of n ' ing the submission
shall be advanced in any context, form or respect by the State of New Mexico or any agency
or subdivision thereof as evidence or as an admission of any kind on any issue which may exist
or hereafter arise in relation to Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corporation or its mineral properties in
connection with the Mining Act.



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPAN.,

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

July 25, 1994

State of New Mexico

Energy, Minerals and Natural
Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief
Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites

Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Homestake Mining Company of California is preparing to submit, by August 31,
1994, prior reclamation status for the following mine sites: Santinn 13 Qantinn 18 Cantian 92
Cartinn 7€ g C~ntine 29 The prior reclamation status 1IcpIL wil Cunsiat UL uie 1ULIUWLLE
ciements:  introgucuon, History of Operation, Climatology, Ecology, Geology, Topography,
Hydrology, Mine Operation Description, Reclamation, Reclamation Procedures, Achievement
of Reclamation Requirements, and Reclamation Seed Mixture. I believe the outline will
complete the prior reclamation requirements.

I reviewed the list of mine sites listed under Homestake Mining Company of
California and found the following listings need to be removed: UN-HP Section 23, UNC

Section 15, UNC Section 25, UNC Section 32, UN-HP Section 13, and Section 25 T12N Wayne
Jadke R1OW. '

It was good to see you again and I’'m looking forward to working with you.
Sincerely,
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

F.R. Craft | F, U
Resident Manager

FRC:jg

An Equal Opportunity Employer




State of New Mexico
ENERGY, .«INERALS and NATURAL RESOURCES . _PARTMENT
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

werece [l

==DRUG FREE= _
Foa Sacte 7 Mookl

BRUCE KING December 14, 1994 ANITA LOCKWOOD

GOVERNOR
Mr. Fred Craft
HomeStake Mining Co
P. O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

RE: Evaluation Guidelines for Prior Reclamation Sites.

Dear Mr. Craft:

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) will be conducting inspections for the
purposes of prior reclamtion for the site(s) you have requested release. Based on
Section 69-36-5 E. of the New Mexico Mining Act, the MMD has developed inventory
of items to determine whether the completed reclamation satisfies the requirements
of the New Mexico Mining Act and the substantive requirements for reclamation
pursuant to the applicable regulatory standards.

This checklist is included for your use to determine if your site meets all of the ten
criteria. Based on site-specific information, the MMD will be using this checklist to
establish criterion based decisions to release the site from further responsibilities under
the Act or not.

MMD will begin inspection of prior reclamtion sites in early 1995 and will make a
determination by September 30, 1995. If you have any questions regarding the
checklist or questions regarding the inspection of your reclamation sites, please
contact me or Joe DeAguero at 505\827-5970.

Sincerely,

e N, '/
Holland Sh(}f{rﬁrd
Bureau Chief

Mine Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining end Minzrz!s Civision

VILLAGRA BUILDING - 408 Gailisteo 2040 South Pacheco LAND OFFiCE BUILDING - 310 O!d Santa Fe Trail
Forestry and Resources Conservation Division Office of the Secretary Qil Conservation Division
P.QO. Box 1948 87504-1948 827-5950 P.Q. Box 2088 87504-2088
827-5830 827-5800
Park and Recreation Division Administrative Services
P.O. Box 1147 87504-1147 827-5925

827-7465

Energy Conservation & Management
827-5900

Mining and Minerals
827-5970



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.0. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

August 30, 1994

UPS TRACKING LABEL: 1078 5568 745

State of New Mexico

Energy, Minerals and Natural
Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Attn.: Mr. Holland W. Shepherd, Bureau Chief
Re: Prior Reclamation of Mine Sites
Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Enclosed are the five prior reclamation reports for Homestake Mining Company
of California mines. The mines are Section 13, 15, 23, 25, all in Township 14 North, Range
10 West, and Section 32 in Township 14 North, Range 9 West. These reports comply with the
New Mexico Mining Act to satisfy prior reclamation activities. Also enclosed is a check for
$1250 for fees at $250 per mine site.

If you have any questions please contact me at the Grants office.

Sincerely,

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY
d

. =

F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

FRC:jg

Enclosures

An Equal Opportunity Employer



-HOME IN MPA 650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR
HOMESTAKE MINING CO SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108

No. 0008359

_DATE: 25-AUG-94 ¢ .ACCT. NO. VENDORNAME .ate of New } " ) VENDORNO: 3096
INVOICE NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

Inspection

GHALLE W3 LO  ZusUbaudlo

RN

_
PLEASE DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT.  Thank You L -00 +,250.00
Drawn on 0008959 o
Pittsburgh National Bank Jeannette, Pennsylvania
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY oo i asosn - NO.
650 CALIFORNIA STREET, 11th FLOOR - 5 »
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108-2788 - CHECKDATE | CHECKNUMBER |  CHECK AMOUNT

25-AUG-94 1,250.00

PAY One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ai

TO THE

ORDEROF State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals & Natural Resource
2040 South Pacheco Street
Santa Fe NM 87505
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RECLAMATION REPORT

SECTION 23 MINE
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA

SUBMITTED TO
MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

AUGUST 29, 1994

COMPILED BY
AK GeoConsult, Inc.



REPORT OF RECLAMATION OF AN EXISTING MINE PRIOR TO JUNE 18, 1994
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
SECTION 23 MINE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) submits the following information on the closure of their
Section 23 mine located in McKinley County, New Mexico (Figure 1). This information is provided to comply
with Section 69-36-1B(3) of the New Mexico Mining Act and Section 5.10 of the new New Mexico Mining
Rules and Regulations. The Section 23 mine is considered an “Existing Mining Operation" because it
produced marketable minerals (uranium) for a total of at least two years between January 1, 1970 and the

effective date of the act.

HMC Section 23 mine is located in the Ambrosia Lake valley in T14N, R10W as shown on Figure 1. The
owner of the surface estate is Homestake Mining Company of California. The owner of the mineral rights
is Cerrillos Land Company (Santa Fe Pacific Railroad). The mine was in operation from 1958 to 1990.

1.1 History of Operation

The HMC Section 23 mine went into operation in April, 1958 by the Homestake-Sapin Partners under a lease
from Santa Fe Pacific Railroad. In 1968 this partnership became United Nuclear-Homestake Partners, which
was subsequently dissolved in February 1981 and the operator became Homestake Mining Company -

Grants, later renamed Homestake Mining Company of California.

1.2 Mine Site Description

1.2.1 Climatology

The climate is typical of High Sonoran Desert areas with average precipitation of about 9 to 10 inches at
elevations of less than 6000 feet to more than 12 inches at elevations above 7000 feet. Annual air
temperature range is about 54 degrees F at lower elevations and about 47 degrees F at higher elevations
and the average frost-free period is 115 to 145 days. The prevailing wind is from the southwest. The rainy
season is in the summer. About half of the annual precipitation falls during the period July through
September, mostly during brief thunder storms (SCS, 1993).
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1.2.2 Ecology

The soil and vegetation in and surrounding Section 23 were mapped and classified by the local Soil

Conservation Service (SCS, 1994). Three basic soil complexes are within the site and surrounding areas.

These are:
A Penistaja - Tintero complex, 1 to 10 percent slopes
B. Sparank-San Mateo - Zia complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes
C. Hagerman - Bond fine sandy loams, 1 to 8 percent slopes

These soil complexes are found at elevations of 6200-7100 feet on dip slopes of cuestas, fan terraces, valley
sides, flood plains and drainage ways. The vegetation communities consist mainly of blue grama, western
wheatgrass, sand dropseed and alkali sacaton, bottlebrush squirreltail, fourwing saltbush and indian
ricegrass. The soil and vegetation types are favorable for livestock grazing and wildlife habitat (SCS, 1994).
The wildlife in the area is limited to species of small mammals and bird species typical of grassland /desert

shrub communities.

1.2.3 Geology

Section 23 is located in the Ambrosia Lake District of northwestern New Mexico. This district occupies a
portion of the southern limb of the San Juan Basin, called the Chaco Slope (Figure 2), and is bordered on

the south by the Zuni uplift and on the east by the Mt. Taylor Volcanic Plateau.

The stratigraphic unit underlying Section 23 is shown on Figure 3 (Kelley, 1963). This shows the Cretaceous
system of Mancos shale and Dakota sandstone overlying the Jurassic System of the Morrison Formation.
Uranium ore is found in the A through D sandstone units of the Westwater Canyon member of the Morrison
Formation.

Two distinctly different types of ore occur in Section 23. These are the coffinite and uraninite minerals of
which coffinite represents 99 percent of the ore. The primary ore boc : consist of uraniferous blankets of
humic organic matter which fills the inte  anular space in the host rock. The blanket occurs along several

trends, like beads on a string.
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1.2.4 Topography

The topography in Section 23 consists of very gentle natural slopes of about 1.0 percent. Because of
mining, these gentle slopes have been altered due to the recontouring and borrow soil removal for
reclamation purposes. The reclaimed waste pile has created a small mound with side slopes of about 10:1

that blend into the natural landscape.

1.2.5 Hydrology

There are no perennial or intermittent streams in the mine area. All surface runoff drains to ephemeral water

courses. Drainage in the area flows southeast to the San Mateo Drainage.

2.0 MINING OPERATION DESCRIPTION

The Section 23 mine was a typical underground mine (Figure 4) which used the modified room and pillar
method to recover the primary and redistributed ore. The mine began operation in 1958 and stopped in
1990 due to the declining uranium market. In addition to the modified room and pillar method it was
common to blast an opening in the lower part of the ore body which left it unsupported. When the ore fell
to the bottom of the opening or stope it was removed by the miner using a machine called a slusher. This

ore then was transferred by truck or rail car to the main shaft for transport to the surface.

In portions of the mined ore body that could not be economically mined any further using conventional
mining methods, HMC used solution mining. Recycled mine water, without additives, was injected into holes
drilled into the mined-out stope areas from ground surface. Water leached much of the remaining oxidized
uranium and then flowed to the lowest part of the mine where it was collected and pumped to the surface

for processing by ion exchange.

To support the underground mining operation, several support facilities were constructed on the surface.
These included the supply yard, hoist, headframe, administrative building, parking lot and various other small
facilities. A layout of these facilities is shown on Figure 5. All these support facilities were removed during

reclamation as discussed in Section 3.0.
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3.0 RECLAMATION

HMC reclamation of Section 23 consisted of three phases conducted by independent contractors which

included:

Removal of buildings, headframes, equipment; shaft and borehole sealing; pond closure;

and injection well sealing.

Earthwork for site and waste pile recontouring.

Revegetation.

Some of these reclamation activities are shown in photos 23A-23G.

3.1 Reclamation Procedures

Reclamation procedures began in August 1991 and included the following activities:

-

N O o s~ D

removal of office, hoist, maintenance, and change room buildings
removal of compressor and pumphouse buildings

demolition and scrapping of headframe and related equipment
removal of hoist and hoisting equipment and emergency hoist building
vertical shaft sealing

injection well (about 420 wells) and borehole sealing

scrap/trash removal

All buildings were removed down to the concrete foundations. All building material and equipment was

buried on site, removed from the site for disposal in approved land fill, or salvaged by the contractor. Any

trash on the site was also buried or removed.

Boreholes were backfilled to within five (5) feet of the surface and the casing was cut off 4-8 feet below

original ground surface. Each borehole has a 2.0 foot thick, reinforced concrete cap, as shown on Figure

6. The vertical shaft was backfilled to within two (2) feet of the surface and capped with a reinforced

concrete cap as shown in Figure 7.
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The injection wells were excavated to about three feet below ground surface, then the injection pipes were
bent 90 degrees and laid flat against the bottom of the excavation. A bridge was placed over the open hole,
then a concrete cap, 0.5 feet thick by 3.0 feet in diameter, was placed over the bridge. The remainder of

the hole was backfilled with soil to ground surface.

The piping and valves of the ponds were removed and either disposed of on site or salvaged. The
containment berms were pushed into the pond to fill the basin, and the fill surface was graded to create a

smooth surface.

This work was completed in approximately four weeks after start-up.

The earthwork phase for the reconfiguration and cover of the waste piles began in May 1992. This work
consisted of waste pile reshaping, ptacement of top soil from borrow area and recontouring for natural

drainage. The cut and fill areas are shown on Figure 8. This work was completed in June 1992.

The third and final phase of reclamation was reseeding 100 acres in the disturbed area of the site. This
began in late June 1992 and was completed the early part of July 1992. The area was reseeded using a
drill seeder and mulched at 1000 pounds per acre with the mulch crimped into the soil. The seed mixture
used is shown on Table 1. The reseeded area was fenced to prevent livestock entry and enhance the
reclamation process. The post-reclamation conditions of the site are shown in photographs 231-23L taken
in June 1994. Additional color slides showing the reclamation procedures are available for the Division’s

review at HMC's Grants office.

The reclamation procedures described above have removed or sealed mine-related features that might pose
hazards to the public health and safety. The shaft and borehole plugging was successful and in the time
period since sealing there is no evidence of any subsidence. There are no known environmental impacts
associated with ground or surface water from the reclamation procedures. The reseeding has established
a vegetation cover that appears to be similar to that on surrounding undisturbed ground. The anticipated

post-mining land use is grazing and wildlife habitat.

There are no other permits, licenses, or other regulatory requirements that affect this mine site.

HMC will continue to monitor the revegetation success until release by the MMD Director as outlined in
section 5.10 of the Rules.
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3.2 Achievement of Reclamation Requirements
Through the procedures described above, HMC has achieved the reclamation requirements as outlined in

Section 69-36-11B(3) of the New Mexico Act. In accordance with the provisions of 5.10, Prior Reclamation,
of the Rules, HMC is requesting an inspection of the reclaimed area by the Division.
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TABLE 1
RECLAMATION SEED MIXTURE

Common Nar_ne Variety Pounds Pure Live
Seed/Acre

Western Wheatgrass Arribu 3.2
Blue Grama Lovington 0.5
Sand Dropseed 1.0
Galleta Caryopsis 0.5
Galleta Florets 1.2
Alkali Sacaton Salado B 1.5

Total 7.9

Seed obtained from Curtis & Curtis, Clovis, New Mexico.
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PHOTO LOG - SECTION 23 MINE RECLAMATION

View east across mine site prior to reclamation.

Mine buildings undergoing demolition.

Burial pit for mine building debris.

Mine waste pile being recontoured.

Backfilling of mine shafts.

Borehole cap reinforcement in place.

Borehole cap after concrete pour.

Mine site after placement of soil cover and reseeding.

Reclaimed mine area viewed across office and shaft area toward waste pile in the background.

Reclaimed mine area looking south across warehouse and office building area.

Reclaimed area viewed south showing growth of vegetation.

View across reclaimed mine site looking toward area of waste piles and storage ponds.





















NEW MXICO EN 3GY, MD™RALS

2040 South Pacheco Street

& NATUAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT sancs o, e oo 4150

Jennifer A. Salisbury Kathleen A. Garland
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
July 24, 1996

Mr. F. R. Craft, Resident Manager
Homestake Mining Company

P.O. Box 98

Grants, NM 87020

Re: Approval of Variance Request for the Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Co.
Dear Mr. Craft:

This letter confirms the Division’s approval of your variance request for the prior reclamation of the
mine site identified above.

The Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) has reviewed your March 29, 1996 variance request
regarding the Section 23 Mine prior reclamation site. This request sought relief from Section 510.B, of
the New Mexico Mining Act Rules (Rules). This Section requires that the Director make a determination
concerning the prior reclamation status of a site by September 30, 1995 and that the operator provide a
permit application within six months after the operator receives notice of the determination.

The Director has determined that the mine site meets the requirements of Sections 1004.B 6 and 7 of the
Rules, which discuss the conditions for granting a variance approval.

Under the provisions of this variance, Homestake will conduct a statistically valid vegetation survey of
the site in the fall of 1996 following the summer rains but before the end of the estimated growing
season. If the results of the 1996 survey demonstrate that release criteria are met Homestake will ask
MMD to release the mine from further liability for reclamation. If release criteria are not met,
Homestake will repeat the above procedure during 1997. If the site still does not meet release criteria at
the end of the 1997 vegetation survey, Homestake will determine the appropriate course of action to take
to meet release criteria and will then provide MMD with an opportunity to review and comment on the
proposed course of action.

By of the Director,

' /

Kathleen Garland j

Director, Mining and Minerals Division
KAG/HWS/RSY

cc. Holland Shepherd, Bureau Chief, MARB MMD
John McKay, Permitting Coordinator, MARB MMD
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NEW NIEXICO ENERGY’ b {A_LS MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

2040 South Pacheco Street

& NATUP AT PTJSO‘U’RCES DEPA NTAATATT (s:on;)a:z?-::':) Maxico 873505

Jennifer A. Salisbury ) Katnieen A. Uarlana
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 10, 1996
Mr. Larry Frank
Post Office Box 290

Arroyo Hondo, NM 87513
Re:  Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Mr. Frank:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please cos:act us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,
/

HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment
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NEW }“XICO ENERGY, MINERAT S 2040 South Pachece Straet O

& NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
Jennifer A. Sa.LIS—bury - KalLeen A, \Jartand
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 10, 1996

Ms Maxine Goad
Post Office Box 2502
Santa Fe, NM 87504

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Ms. Goad:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,
Y A B aA %
/ '//CZ P ‘,_//

e orER,

HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment
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=% & NALJRAL Ro30URCLS DEPART!
Jennifer A. >ausbury Kathleen A. Garland
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 10, 1996

Mr. Grove Burnett/Eric Ames
Western Environmental Law Center
Post Office Box 1507

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Re:  Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Mr. Burnett and/or Mr. Ames:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903 F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

HOLL SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment



NEW MEWCO ENERGY’ NmmRALS MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

2040 South Pacheco Street

& NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
Jenmuer A. aaus_b_ury T ) - 1 A. Uartana
CABINET SECRETARY DIViSIUN DIRECTOR

May 10, 1996

Ms. Sue Mclntosh

Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club
945 Camino de Chelly

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Re:  Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Ms. McIntosh:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

G

HOLL SHEP™ ™ D, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment



NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS 2040 South Pacnece Street

& NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT Cooa aay g Mexica sTa0s
Jennifer A. Salisbury i
CABINET SECRETARY OIVISION ODIRECTOR
May 10, 1996

Mr. Doug Meiklejohn/Doug Wolf
N.M. Environmental Law Center
103 Cienega St.

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.

Dear Mr. Meiklejohn and/or Mr. Wolf:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of

Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

HOLLAND PHERD, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment
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;’, NEW MEXICO ENERGY, WERALS MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

2040 South Pacheco Street

%Y & NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Jenmiter A. Salisbury Kateen A. Uariana
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR

May 10, 1996

Mr. Paul Robinson
Southwest Research &

Information Center
Post Office Box 4524
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Re:  Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Mr. Robinson:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

HOLLAND saéu«:}m, Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment



MY NEW MEXICO ENERGY, MINERALS e R ot

&&=4/ & NATURAL PTSOURCTS DEPA P TMENT
i : - Karm;n A. warland
CABIN DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 10, 1996

Mr. Brian Shields

Amigos Bravos

Post Office Box 238

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Re:  Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Mr. Shields:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Sectio 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

HOLLAND SHEPHE™ ™, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment
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% & NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT sance . New uasie 97309
Jennifer A. Salisbury Kawmieen A. Gariana
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR

May 10, 1996

Mr. John J. Pfeil

Office of the Natural
Resources Trustee

Post Office Box 26110

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Mr. Pfeil:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903 F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any commerts or wish to
request a public hearing.

Sincerely,

HOLLAND sx-xé@, Bureau Chief

Mining Act Reclamation Bureau
Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment



2040 South Pacheco Straet

‘.‘ NEW MEXICO ENERGY’ MINERATS MINING AND MINERALS DIVISION

anmT m ) anta Fe, New Maxico
3 & NATIIRA[J RJU maTa “FDAR'IT" E‘N I (55“!) BFZT-:STOM ico 873503
Jennifer A, Salisoury o i Kathleen A. Gariand
CABINET SECRETARY DIVISION DIRECTOR
May 10, 1596
Ms. Sally Smith
300 W. Yankee

Silver City, New Mexico 88061
Re: Request for Variance, Homestake Mining Corp.
Dear Ms. Smith:

Homestake Mining Company is requesting a variance regarding one of their prior reclamation sites
in McKinley County. Since you have requested to be notified regarding public requests relative to
Section 903.F of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, we are sending you a copy of the notice for
variance. For more specific information concerning the request please read the attached copy of
Homestake’s notice.

Please contact us within 30 days after the receipt of this letter if you have any comments or wish to
request a public hearing.

HOLLAND SHEPHERD, Bureau Chief
Mining Act Reclamation Bureau

Mining and Minerals Division

HS/fg

Attachment



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. Ted Rushton

Editor

The Gallup Independent
Post Office Box 1210
Gallup, New Mexico 87305

Dear Mr. Rushton:

Please publish the enclosed Public Notice in the classified section and a general
1/8 page advertisement on Friday March 29, 1996. An affidavit of publication is
required and should be submitted along with the billing for this notice to Post
Office Box 98, Grants, New Mexico 87020.

Please contact us should you have questions concerning this Public Notice.
Sincerely,

F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. J. D. Meisner

Editor

Cibola County Beacon

Post Office Box 579

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Mr. Meisner:

Please publish the enclosed Public Notice in the classified section and a general
1/8 page advertisement on Friday March 29, 1996. An affidavit of publication is
required and should be submitted along with the billing for this notice to Post
Office Box 98, Grants, New Mexico 87020.

Please contact us should you have questions concerning this Public Notice.
Sincerely,

Zrt

F. R. Craft

Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 935

Mr. Irvin Harrison

County Manager

201 W. Hill Avenue
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Mr. Harrison:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at =~ "rosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 934

Mr. George Wagner

Cerrillos Land Company

Post Office Box 27019
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125

Dear Mr. Wagner:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1956 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant’s address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexicc 1 at the Public Library and McKinley C« 'y Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

il

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 933

Mr. Albert Hale

President

The Navajo Nation

Post Office Box 9000

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Dear Mr. Hale:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant’s address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

F.R. Craft

Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 932

Mr. Terry Fletcher

Quivira Mining Company
Post Office Box 218

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Mr. Fletcher:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McK ™ ° iy County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

// 7 y
il

F.R. Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 929

Mr. Jerry Elkins
Post Office Box 2326
Milan, New Mexico 87021

Dear Mr. Elkins:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

<4

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Ms. Patricia Aragon
Cibola County Clerk

515 West High

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Ms. Aragon:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to su™ * written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deac””  for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of.

Sincerely,

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Ms. Carol K Sloan
McKinley County Clerk
Post Office Box 1268
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Ms. Sloan:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, = e 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

- —e deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a2 Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of.

Sincerely,

o

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Ms. Jay Luree King
Librarian

Mother Whitside Library
525 W. High Street

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Ms. King:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

--e applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of.

Sincerely,
Sl

F.R Craft
Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Ms. Mary Browder
Librarian

Octavia Fellin Library

115 West Hill Avenue
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

Dear Ms. Browder:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

This letter is for your information. Please make the enclosure available for public review for 30 days starting
March 29, 1996. After April 30, 1996 dispose of.

Sincerely,

S

F. R Crnaft
Resident Manager

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. Toby Martinez

State Forester

NM Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Forestry and Resources Conservation Division

P.O. Box 1948

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-1948

Dear Mr. Martinez:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

AU

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. Jerry Maracchini

Director

New Mexico Department of Game & Fish
Post Office Box 25112

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Dear Mr. Maracchini:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Merid” The Mine covers 100 acres of © 1 previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

Al

F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. James McDonald

NM Environmental Department

Groundwater Protection & Remediation Bureau
1190 St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. McDonald:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance 1s to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

F.R. Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Dr. Lynn Sevastian

State Historic Preservation Officer
Histonc Preservation Division
228 E. Palace Avenue

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

Dear Dr. Sevastian:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of Feb 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant’s address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996

Mr. J. T. Smith

Supervisor, District 1

State Engineers Office

3311 Candelaria, NE, Suite A
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

Dear Mr. Smith:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Menidian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant’s address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.

Sincerely,

F. R Craft

Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HONMSSTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 936

Mr. Joe Murrietta

County Manager

515 W. High

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant's address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.
A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public = ection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.
Sincerely,
PPy
F.R. Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 26, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 931

Mr. Steve Fisher

NCA Supervisor

Bureau of Land Management
435 Montaiio, NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Dear Mr. Fisher:

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE for its
Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the New Mexico Mining
Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico
Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining. All of the
Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The purpose of the
variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made by the Mining
and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional revegetation
requirements.

The applicant’s address is:
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter may do so
by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.
A copy of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico and at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office in
Gallup, New Mexico.
Sincerely,
- )
F. R Craft
Resident Manager

An Equal Opportunity Employer






HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

April 2, 1996

CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 938

Ms. Kathleen A. Garland, Director
Mining and Minerals Division of
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Department
P.O. Box 6429
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6429

Re:  Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Company
Dear Ms. Garland:

As | stated in my letter of March 29, 1996, | would be mailing to you, under separate
cover, the copies of proof of publication and returned certified mail receipts. Enclosed are
these items.

Should you have any questions please contact me at the Grants Project office.
Sincerely,

f/zé

F. R. Craft

Resident Manager

FRC:jg

Enclosures

An Equal Opportunity Employer





















HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

P.O. BOX 98
GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

March 29, 1996
CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 369 600 937

Ms. Kathleen A. Garland, Director
Mining and Minerals Division of
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Department
P.O. Box 6429
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6429

Re: Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine, Homestake Mining Company
Dear Ms. Garland:

Enclosed is the Application for Variance for Section 23 Mine located in McKinley County,
Township 14 North, Range 10 West. We have followed Subpart 9 - Public Participation
for an application for a variance. As per Subpart 903.A the following adjacent land
owners were given notice: Quivira Mining Company, Bureau of Land Management and Mr.
Jerry Elkins. Subpart 903.B requires that McKinley County and Navajo Nation be given
notice. Published notice in English and Spanish was done on March 29, 1996 in the Gallup
Independent and Cibola County Beacon as required by Subpart 903.C. Subpart 903.D
required posting of notice in four locations, which were done at: McKinley County Clerk’s
office and McKinley Public Library in Gallup, New Mexico; and Public Library and Cibola
County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico. Subpart 903.E required mailing notice to
Cerrillos Land Company mineral lessor. Subpart 903.G required notice to be sent to
Environmental Department, State Engineer, Department of Game and Fish, Forestry
Division and State Historic Preservation Division. See attached letters for proof of notice.
Copies of returned certified mail receipts and newspaper proof of publication will be
forwarded to you under a separate cover letter.

| believe that the Application for Variance is complete and answers all concerns dealing
with this variance. Enclosed is the $522.50 fee for an application for variance. I'm
looking forward to a timely response and should you or you staff have any questions
please contact me at the Grants Project office.
Sincerely,

o )
F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

FRC:jg

Enclosures

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE
Pursuant to New Mexico Mining Act Rules Subpart 10

(19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10)

1002.A 1. The applicant is:

Homestake Mining Company of California

P.O. Box 98

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Contact person: Mr. Fred Craft

Telephone: 505 287-4456

Fax: 505 287-9289

2, This application is submitted 29 March 1996
3. A variance is sought for the Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake.
4. The mine is located in Township 14 North, Range 10 West, McKinley County.

5. A variance is sought from Subpart S, Section 510.B, which requires that a permit
application be submitted within 6 months after the owner receives notice of the
determination that prior reclamation measures do not satisfy the requirements for
reclamation. Rather than submit a permit application, Homestake proposes the course of
action described below.

6. This section describes the extent to which, and why, Homestake wishes to vary from
Subpart S.

6. a. Background As a result of an MMD inspection of the Section 23 Mine
conducted on 29 June 1995, the Director determined in a letter dated 29 September
1995 (which was received by Homestake on 16 November 1995) that: “The Section 23
Mine was identified by staff as having insufficient cover to meet release.” The Director
went on to say: “However, since Homestake has completed most reclamation measures
at the mine, Homestake may apply for a variance from the provisions of the NMMA
Rules pursuant to Rule 10. Otherwise, Homestake must apply for a permit under the
provisions of Rule 5.10,B.” Subsequent communications between Holland Shepherd of
MMD and Fred Craft of Homestake determined that all other reclamation measures,
other than revegetation, have been satisfactorily completed at the Section 23 Mine.
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6. b. Proposal Therefore, Homestake proposes the following course of action for the
Section 23 Mine. In the fall of 1996, following summer rains but before the estimated
end of the growing season, Homestake will conduct a statistically-valid vegetation
survey of the site, including enough 30-meter line intercept transects to meet sample
adequacy. The survey will measure vegetation cover by species, and photographs will be
taken to document the condition of the vegetation. If the results of the 1996 survey
demonstrate that release criteria are met, then Homestake will ask MMD to release the
Mine from further liability for reclamation. If the 1996 survey results do not meet
release criteria, Homestake will follow the same survey procedure in 1997. If the site
does not meet release criteria at the end of the 1997 vegetation survey, Homestake will
determine the appropriate course of action to take in order meet release criteria, and will
then provide MMD with an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed course
of action.

6. c. Justification The MMD report dated 26 September 1995 says that 5 species of
plants that were seeded in 1992 are present on the site, in addition to 10 other species
(or 12 if you include the two species listed in the first paragraph of the Section 23
narrative but not listed in the subsequent Table). According to the Prior Reclamation
Report for the Section 23 Mine which Homestake submitted to MMD, dated 29 August
1994, only 5 species of plants were seeded at the site. Therefore, all species seeded have
apparently germinated. Among the non-seeded species indicated to be present in 1995
are 3 valuable perennials, namely Scarlet globemallow, Winterfat, and Fourwing
saltbush, that are commonly use in revegetation of mines in northwest New Mexico. The
presence of at least 8 perennial species on the site, in spite of the fact that none of them
showed up in the transect MMD measured, indicates that Section 23 is capable of
supporting a diverse mix of the native perennial plant species that are desirable for the
site. Moreover, there is no evidence from the MMD survey, or from any other source,
that any soil contamination or other problems exist that would interfere with plant
growth at the site.

Native vegetation such as that found at Ambrosia Lake is commonly described in
the literature as "patchy" (see, for example, New Mexico Vegetation Past, Present, and
Future, by W.A. Dick-Peddie, p. 123.). This fact, combined with the uneven distribution
of precipitation that is characteristic of the area, means that it is not unusual to find
native sites where the distribution of plant species is uneven and considerable bare
ground is present after a disturbance. Likewise, it is not unusual to find revegetated
areas where the seeded species a also patchy, especially given the fact that, without
supplemental irrigation, native plants can take as many as 5 complete growing seasons
(or more) to establish in northwest New Mexico. Note that only two complete growing
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seasons (those of 1993 and 1994) elapsed between the June 1992 seeding of Section 23
and the June 1995 MMD inspection.

The MMD report of the June 1995 inspection, on page 9, notes: "Homestake
may need to consider reseeding this site ¢~ -~ to see if an adequate ~~~- ~~n be
achieved in another season or two of grov~*-" {emphasis added). In this variance
application, Homestake proposes to take the latter course of action, i.e., to wait one or
two more growing seasons to see if adequate cover can be achieved. This seems to be
justified because of the presence on the site of at least 8 species of perennial vegetation,
and the fact that only 2 complete growing seasons elapsed between seeding and the
MMD inspection. It is also worth noting that total precipitation at Grants airport (the
nearest National Weather Service station, located approximately 19 miles south of
Ambrosia Lake) in 1994, the year before the MMD inspection, was 7.73 inches, which is
only about 72% of the annual average. And, in the 2 months prior to the MMD
inspection (May and June, 1995), only 0.74 inch of precipitation was recorded at the
Homestake Grants mill site, which is located approximately 14 miles south of Ambrosia
Lake. Therefore, if the growing season before the inspection had below-average
precipitation, and the months immediately prior to the inspection had little precipitation,
then it is reasonable to assume that the vegetative cover measured during the inspection
may not reflect the amount of cover that might be present if the site is given two more
growing seasons (1996 and 1997) with average precipitation.

7. If the requested variance is not granted, Homestake will be forced to apply for a
permit pursuant to Subpart 5, and then wait 12 years following the issuance of the permit
for the site to be released. The cost of compiling a complete permit application for the
Section 23 Mine pursuant to Subpart 5 and the other applicable Subparts, is estimated to
be approximately $25,000. Fees associated with a permit are estimated according to the
following calculations.

1. Permit application (Rule 201.A.1) $ 1,000.00

(201.A.2) 1,000.00

(205.A) 90.00

Total permit application fee: $ 2,090
2. Annual fee (202.A.1) $ 1,000.00

(202.A.2) 900.00

(205.A) 85.50

Annual fee: $ 1,985.50

Total annual fee for 12 years:
$1,985.50 X 12 years = $ 23,826
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The reclamation performance bond is estimated to be approximately $150,000 (100 acres
X $1,500 per acre for revegetation only), resulting in an opportunity cost (the cost of
having this amount of money, plus other costs associated with the permit, unavailable for
investment, conservatively estimated on the basis of only 5% possible return on
investment) of $200,916 X 5% per year for 12 years = $120,552. In total, the cost of
permitting the Section 23 Mine is estimated as follows:

Prepare permit application: $ 25,000
Permit application fee: 2,090
Annual fee for 12 years:” 23,826
Performance bond: 150,000
Opportunity cost: 120,552
Total estimated cost of permitting: $321,468

It is not reasonable to require Homestake to spend approximately $321,468, and
wait 12 years to see if the vegetation becomes established, given what is known about
the time required to establish vegetation in northwest New Mexico and the opportunity
to resolve this issue in less time (see above in section 6.). By the end of the growing
season of 1997, if the vegetation at the site does not meet release criteria, then
Homestake will at that time determine the appropriate course of action to take in order
meet release criteria. Before undertaking any action, Homestake will provide MMD
with an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed course of action. Until
then, there is no justification to require the expenditure of approximately $321,468,
especially given the fact that not one dollar of that money will result in expediting the
establishment of vegetative cover at the Section 23 Mine.

8. Asindicated above in section 6., all of the reclamation requirements at the site, other
than revegetation, have been satisfactorily completed. The site does not now constitute
in any way a threat to human health, safety, or the environment, according to the 26
September 1995 report of the MMD inspection of 29 June 1995. Granting this variance
would not result in any change at the site that would modify that status. Therefore,
granting this variance would not result in a significant threat to human health, safety or
the environment.

9. Pursuant to Rules 201.K and 205.A, the fee for an application for a variance is
$522.50, which is enclosed.
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Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for its Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the
New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West,
New Mexico Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining.
All of the Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The
purpose of the variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made
by the Mining and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional
revegetation requirements.

The applicant's address is:

Homestake Mining Company of California

P.O. Box 98

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter
may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and
Cibola County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico, at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk's office
in Gallup, New Mexico.

Friday, March 29, 1996.

AVISO PUBLICO

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA
VARIACION para su Mina de Seccién 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de acuerdo con las provisiones de Subparte 10 de
las Reglas del Acto de Minerfa del estado de Nuevo México, del 15 de febrero de 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart
10).

La Mina de Seccién 23 estd situada en el Condado de McKinley, en Ambrosia Lake, en Township 14
Norte, Extensién 10 Oeste, New Mexico Principal Meridian. = Mina tiene una extensién de 100 acres de tierra
anteriormente perturbado por la mineria del uranio. Todo el
sitio de la Mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos de las leyes y reglamentos aplicables. El prop6sito
de la variacién es proveer para que pase dos m4s estaciones de crecimiento antes de la determinacién, a ser hecho
por la Divisién de Minerfa y Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las
obligaciénes de algiin requisito adicional para la revegetacién.

La direccién del suplicante es:

Homestake Mining Company of California

P.O 98

Grants, New Mexico 87020.

] sonas interesadas que desean someter algiin comentaric 0. una siplica para una aud  ia
publica sobre esta materia, deben dirigir su solicitid escrito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505.

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari 0s es el lunes, dfa 29 de abril de 1996.

Copias de la solicitud para una variacién estdn disponibles para inspeccién publica en la Biblioteca
Publica y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de Cibola, en Grants, New Mexico, y en la Biblioteca Piiblica
y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de McKinley, en Gallup, New Mexico.

Viernes, 29 de marzo, 1996.



PUBLIC NOTI(

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) has submitted an APPLICATION FOR A
VARIANCE for its Section 23 Mine at Ambrosia Lake, in accordance with the provisions of Subpart 10 of the
New Mexico Mining Act Rules of February 15, 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart 10).

The Mine is located in McKinley County at Ambrosia Lake, in Township 14 North, Range 10 West,
New Mexico Principal Meridian. The Mine covers 100 acres of land previously disturbed for uranium mining.
All of the Mine site has been reclaimed according the requirements of applicable laws and regulations. The
purpose of the variance is to provide for up to two additional growing seasons before the determination is made
by the Mining and Minerals Divison (MMD) that the site meets the criteria for release from additional
revegetation requirements.

The applicant's address is:

Homestake Mining Company of California

P.O. Box 98

Grants, New Mexico 87020

Interested persons wishing to submit written comments or a request for a public hearing on this matter
may do so by writing to:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

State of New Mexico

2042 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

The deadline for submittals is Monday, April 29, 1996.

Copies of the Application for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Public Library and
Cibola County Clerk’s office in Grants, New Mexico, at the Public Library and McKinley County Clerk’s office
in Gallup, New Mexico.

Friday, March 29, 1996.

AVISO PUBLICO

Homestake Mining Company of California (HMC) ha sometido una SOLICITUD PARA UNA
VARIACION para su Mina de Seccién 23 en Ambrosia Lake, de acuerdo con las provisiones de Subparte 10 de
las Reglas del Acto de Minerfa del estado de Nuevo México, del 15 de febrero de 1996 (19 NMAC 10.2 Subpart
10).

La Mina de Seccién 23 estd situada en el Condado de McKinley, en * " rosia Lake, en Township 14
Norte, Extensién 10 Oeste, New Mexico Principal Meridian. La Mina tiene una extensién de 100 acres de tierra
anteriormente perturbado por la minerfa del uranio. Todo el
sitio de la Mina ha sido rehabilitado conforme a los requisitos de las leyes y reglamentos aplicables. El propésito
de la variacién es proveer para que pase dos m4s estaciones de crecimiento antes de la determinacién, a ser hecho
por la Divisién de Minerfa y Minerales (MMD), que el sitio cumple con los criterios para releva de las
obligaciénes de algin requisito adicional para la revegetacién.

La direccién del suplicante es:

Homestake Mining Company of California

P.O 98

Grants, New Mexico 87020.

Personas interesadas que desean someter algiin comentario escrito, o una siplica para una audiencia
publica sobre materia, deben dis _ su solicitic  :rito a:

Director, Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

2040 South Pacheco Street

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505.

La fecha final para someter propuestas o comentari os es el lunes, dfa 29 de abril de 1996.

Copias de la solicitud para una variacién estdn disponibles para inspeccién piblica en la Biblioteca
Publica y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de Cibola, en Grants, New Mexico, y en la Biblioteca Publica
y en la oficina del Secretario del Condado de McKinley, en Gallup, New Mexico.

Viemes, 29 de marzo, 1996.



























H~™" IESTAKE MINING COMPAI™”
50 California Street
San Francisco, California 94108

CHECKNO: 25388

DATE:28-MAR-96 VENDOR NAME: ¥M Energy, Minerals VENDOR NO: 4620
INVOICE NO [INVOICE DATE| DESCRIPTION DISCOUNT | NET AMOUNT
26-MAR-96 26-MAR-96 Variance for prior reclamation S .00 522.50
PLEASE DETACH AND: RETAIN THIS STATEMENT AS YOUR RECORD OF PAYMENT .00 522.50

Thank you

PNC Bmk NuuondAssocuuon 60 - 162/433

650 California Street in cooperation with Wells Fargo Bsnk, NA
San Francisco, California 94108 #4759-008618

28-MAR-96 | 25388 522.50

PAY Five Hundred Twenty Two Dollars and 50 Cents#*akkankkkhkkhhhhhn

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

TO THE NM Energy, Minerals and Natural Resourc et
ORDER OF Minin, & inerals Division ‘ﬂ ~
P. 0. Box 6429 N \(
Santa F e NM 87505-6429 BY T TREEN AN

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

5 w00 mew






