
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 
OCTOBER 15-16, 2026 

9:00 A.M. 
 

The State of New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission meeting will be held in a hybrid 
format with both in-person and virtual participation options as set forth below. The meeting 
will be held before the Commission at the Wendell Chino Building, 1220 S. St. Francis 
Drive, Pecos Hall, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 
The Commission’s public meeting may also be accessed by using the following link and/or 
meeting information: 
 
Thursday, October 15, 2026 at 9:00 AM | Mountain Time (US & Canada) and 
continuing on Friday, October, 16, 2026.  
 
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 287 526 094 266 32  
Passcode: pj22ZZ9n  

 
Dial in by phone  
+1 505-312-4308,,429497126# United States, Albuquerque  
(888) 506-1357,,429497126# United States (Toll-free)  
Phone conference ID: 429 497 126#  
 
The meeting is also accessible at the following link or web address:   

Join a Microsoft Teams Meeting by ID | Microsoft Teams 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting 
 

A preliminary agenda will be available to the public no later than ten days prior. A final 
agenda will be available no later than 72 hours preceding the meeting. Members of the 
public may obtain copies of the agenda by contacting Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca 
or by visiting the Oil Conservation Commission website at     
http://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/occ-info 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified 
sign language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or 
participate in the hearing, please contact Ms. Apodaca at (505) 699-8358 or through the 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTBlNzk4ZTAtM2I0Zi00YmZlLWFiZDItZjQ2ZmExNzM5M2E2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2204aa6bf4-d436-426f-bfa4-04b7a70e60ff%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2222f01d88-4f97-4695-82cd-652eb7c9cea6%22%7d
tel:+15053124308,,429497126
tel:8885061357,,429497126
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
http://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/occ-info
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New Mexico Relay Network at 1-800-659-1779. Public documents can be provided in 
various accessible formats.  
 
The following items are for discussion and possible action: 
 
1. Consolidated OCD Cases 26053 and 26082 
 

Case No. 26053: Desert Ram’s request for hearing de novo on OCD 
Cases 25547, 25548, 25899, 25900, Order No. R-24433. This appeal 
concerns whether a groundwater-right holder whose agricultural 
operations depend on the aquifer underlying the township in which 
high-volume produced water disposal wells are proposed may be 
categorically excluded from the permitting process without any 
opportunity to present evidence regarding its protectable groundwater 
interests. Desert Ram sought to intervene in proceedings involving 
four proposed saltwater disposal wells that will inject large volumes of 
produced water, collectively up to 80,000 barrels per day, into shallow 
formations, all in the same township where Desert Ram operates 
ranching and agricultural operations dependent on groundwater. 
 
Case No. 26082:  Pilot Water Solutions request for hearing de novo 
on OCD Cases 25547, 25548, 25899 and 25900, Order No. R-24433. 
This appeal concerns whether an active same-formation saltwater 
disposal operator may be categorically excluded from participation in 
disposal-well proceedings without any opportunity to present evidence 
regarding formation-level pressure constraints, cumulative injection 
burden, and resulting impacts on its existing operations. 
 
MATTER TO BE HEARD: Status Conference.  
 

2. Case No. 26206: Application of Marathon Oil Company for a DeNovo Hearing on 
Order No. R-24349 [OCD Case No. 25610 Application of Powderhorn Operating, 
LLC for Compulsory Pooling of all uncommitted interest within the Wolfcamp 
formation, designated as a gas pool (Purple Sage Wolfcamp [Gas] Pool Code 98220), 
underlying a 959.60-acre, more or less, standard horizontal well spacing unit comprised 
of the E/2 of Section 3 and all of Section 2, located in Township 24 South, Range 26 
East, NMPM, Eddy County, New Mexico]. 
 
MATTER TO BE HEARD: Evidentiary Hearing. 
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ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 
 
Adam Rankin,  
Paula Vance, 
A. Raylee Starnes 
Holland & Hart, LLP 
PO Box 2208 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
(505) 988-4421  
agrankin@hollandhart.com 
pmvance@hollandhart.com 
arstarnes@hollandhart.com 
Attorneys for Marathon Oil Company 
 
 

 
 
Benjamin Holliday 
Holliday Energy Law Group, PC 
107 Katherine Court 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
(210) 269-3197 
ben@helg.law 
Attorney for Powderhorn Operating 
LLC 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Given under the Seal of the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission at Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

       
Albert C.S. Chang 
 
Albert C.S. Chang, Chair 
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