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From: Carol Sassaman (carol.sassaman@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29:44 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carol Sassaman 
PO Box 305
Hanover, NM 88041
carol.sassaman@gmail.com
(575) 654-6753


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Alyssa Elliott (alyssaventimiglia@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:38:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Alyssa Elliott 
2004 Maywood Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123
alyssaventimiglia@gmail.com
(252) 341-7407


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ella Joan Fenoglio (ellajoan@highfiber.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:16:16 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Just a personal note here at the end, Governor!  The air quality of New Mexico is important to me, to all citizens and
to our children's future.  Please do all you can to reduce/eliminate methane!   Thank you very much.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ella Joan Fenoglio 
4427 Avenida del Sol NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
ellajoan@highfiber.com
(505) 266-1955


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Monica Trujillo
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 9:38:31 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Monica Trujillo 
1757 NM-502
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Kay Reiswig
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:36:40 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Kay Reiswig 
90 Tecolote St
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
Los Alamos New Mexico 








From: Kayley Shoup (ksinger@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:51:07 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kayley  Shoup 
1532 La Vina Circle 
Carlsbad , NM 88220
ksinger@mac.com
(575) 302-7587


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dennis Tapley (ddtap@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:20:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Must go renewable.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dennis  Tapley  
679 Mesa Point Road 
Las Cruces , NM 88011
ddtap@comcast.net
(707) 755-0809


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jill Joseph (jjoseph2533@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:24:24 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jill Joseph 
2533 Lazo Corte
Santa Fe, NM 87505
jjoseph2533@gmail.com
(505) 712-2997


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Suzanne Stamato
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:59:23 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Suzanne Stamato 
24 Bosque Azul
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Bonnie Poloner
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:03:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Bonnie Poloner 
POBox1023
Mesilla, NM 88046 
Mesilla New Mexico 








From: Daisy Kates (daisyklay@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:27:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I understand that the conflict between state revenue and the environmental impact of drilling and fracking is
complex. I feel that if we are going to continue to allow fracking or drilling we need to protect the public and our
environment with the most stringent rules possible.  Do not cut corners on the environmental protections that are
needed. We need to improve our air quality and the risks to the population in New Mexico.  Please do your part to
represent the public to the fullest extent possible in regulating the oil and gas industries.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Daisy Kates 
37 Dos Hermanitas
Placitas, NM 87043
daisyklay@yahoo.com
(505) 867-3790


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Pat Jones (tomlj2000@netscape.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:31:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Pat Jones 
3101 S. Socorro St.
Deming, NM 88030
tomlj2000@netscape.net
(719) 591-9229


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Charlene McDermott (mcdercott@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:24:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Charlene McDermott 
PO Box 1814, Corrales
Corrales, NM 87048
mcdercott@msn.com
(505) 898-2492


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Scott Lake (scottlake@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:57:00 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Scott Lake 
6 Nambe Trail
Corrales, NM 87048
scottlake@yahoo.com
(505) 508-5954


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dr. MacPherson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:45:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Dr. MacPherson 
34 Coyote Mountain Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Susanna Glaze (owlfeathermail@windstream.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:44:30 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susanna Glaze 
804 Lobo Lane
Carlsbad, NM 88220
owlfeathermail@windstream.net
(575) 302-6438


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sarah Stout (sarahclaudia.s@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:32:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am urging you to support tightened rules about methane release. We are not in a game looking for the short-term
benefits of compromise with the industry for more short-term gains. Please look at both the overall environmental
and human effects of increased release of methane. Please look beyond the short-term view.
I attended a couple of the forums held last year by the NM Environmental Department. We, the citizens of this state,
are very concerned. Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sarah Stout 
1317 Luana St.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
sarahclaudia.s@gmail.com
(505) 424-1906


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janice Hoffman
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:hofjan@gmail.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Janice Hoffman 
1970 Mahogany Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Judy McGowan
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:29:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Judy McGowan 
609 Pso Corto
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Jana Theis
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:28:58 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jana Theis 
33 Avenida Frijoles
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Robert Dudley (rkdudley@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:48:41 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Dudley 
12 Fawn Rd.
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
rkdudley@gmail.com
(505) 363-0693


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Irene Palomino
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 1:18:21 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Irene Palomino 
3 Calle de la Inmaculada
Móstoles, Comunidad De Madrid 28934 
Móstoles [@advState] 








From: Lois Sury (lsury@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lois Sury 
2172 Candelero Street
SANTA FE, NM 87505
lsury@aol.com
(505) 470-4672


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Phil Garrett
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:15:50 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:philmgarrett@gmail.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Phil Garrett 
3600 Cerrillos Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Richard Ballew (rballew@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:13:36 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It is time to make the oil producers more environmentally friendly!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Richard Ballew 
700 Fresno
Tularosa, NM 88352
rballew@yahoo.com
(575) 585-3286


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Acazia Gilmore (acaziagilmore@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25:43 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Acazia  Gilmore 
60 Canada Village Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87505
acaziagilmore@gmail.com
(505) 982-6907


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Alan Baker (seekexplorenow@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49:25 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Alan Baker 
5041 Ruby Mine Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88011
seekexplorenow@gmail.com
(575) 556-9742


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Karen Milstein
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:20:00 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Karen Milstein 
13 Blue Jay Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Amy Romero
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:36:08 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Amy Romero 
7809 Sherwood Dr NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Rebecca Shankland
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:42:58 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:shankland@post.harvard.edu

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Rebecca Shankland 
6 Mariposa Ct
White Rock, NM 87544 
White Rock New Mexico 








From: Diane MacInnes
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


ALSO, please do not move forward with rules for using produced water for anything other
than on-site in the extraction process. Reliable studies NOT FUNDED by oil & gas interests
prove that toxic by-products in such water, including "NORMS" cannot be removed from such
water. Companies have no right to take the fresh water New Mexico desperately needs,
contaminate it, then sell it back to us for use in agriculture or for drinking. The costly harm to
our people must be taken into consideration. I expect more from Michelle Lujan Grisham's
government and hold you all accountable for the painful long term consequences of inaction in
this area.


Sincerely, 
Diane MacInnes 
110 Calle Paisano
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Mark Richmond (greywolf051@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:07:07 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mark  Richmond  
6606 Sahchu Lane 
Cochiti Lake , NM 87083
greywolf051@yahoo.com
(505) 216-8207


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Leslie Waltzer (leslie@crowfootdesign.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Because I want my grandchildren to have a viable planet


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Leslie Waltzer 
1305 Calle Joya 
Santa Fe , NM 87501
leslie@crowfootdesign.com
(415) 497-5526


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Gail Hull
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:09:21 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Gail Hull 
1550 Avenida Rincon
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: karen Milstein (midbarnm@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:54:38 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


karen Milstein 
13 Blue Jay Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87506
midbarnm@gmail.com
(505) 995-9596


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Barbara Rosensimon
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:39:08 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Barbara Rosensimon 
2001 Northlands Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Anne Petrokubi (celery_nm@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:10:53 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane accelerates climate collapse. Need I say more. Save the planet.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Anne Petrokubi 
Pob 1772
Taos , NM 87571
celery_nm@yahoo.com
(575) 751-0049


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Will Egensteiner (will.egensteiner@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:18:10 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Will Egensteiner 
4411 Mesa Bonita Road
Santa Fe, NM 87507
will.egensteiner@gmail.com
(914) 299-9592


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Matt Nielsen (nielsenoso@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:33:09 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Matt Nielsen 
3909 Thaxton Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
nielsenoso@yahoo.com
(505) 268-0284


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rosalia Triana (rtriana@windstream.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:52:40 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need to protect New Mexicans from dangerous pollution!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rosalia Triana 
PO Box 2921
Espanola, NM 87532
rtriana@windstream.net
(505) 685-9492


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Judy Anastasio (jkanastasio@yahoo.vom) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:35:09 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please stop polluting our air


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judy Anastasio  
147 calle ojo feliz
Santa Fe , NM 87505
jkanastasio@yahoo.vom
(505) 699-5296


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lori Solanki (velvetlace35120@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43:12 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lori Solanki 
110 otono rd
taos, NM 87571
velvetlace35120@aol.com
(575) 613-2774


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Shannon Patrick
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:28:03 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Shannon Patrick 
2922 Lake Valley Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88007 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Armando Lamadrid (armando.lamadrid@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:05:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Dear Governor Lujan,


As a father of two and a long time advocate for the Earth we call our collective home, I am deeply concerned with
what we can do to protect the environment to ensure it sustains for the benefit of future generations. Stringent
methane  rules are an important part of reigning in our wholesale destruction of the environment and transition into a
period of responsible environmental stewardship. Such an attitude will help us also innovate and create new job
markets. We desperately need you to act on behalf of your voters and future generations. We cannot steal the future
from our grand and great grandchildren.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Armando Lamadrid 
301 Placitas Rd NE
Albuquerque , NM 87107
armando.lamadrid@gmail.com
(505) 345-4189


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nathan Nielsen (nathan.nielsen@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:44:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nathan Nielsen 
20 La Entrada
Placitas, NM 87043
nathan.nielsen@gmail.com
(504) 400-8404


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anni Hanna (anni.hanna@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:57:33 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am a mother to young children and I am afraid that they will not have a livable planet when they grow up. It is time
we take strict measures on methane, the potent powerful gas, so that we can stop it from warming our atmosphere.
For our children, our habitats, our forests, our species, for our future, I am asking you to protect us from Methane
pollution.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Anni  Hanna 
11510 Ranchitos Road NE
Albuquerque , NM 87122
anni.hanna@gmail.com
(505) 879-3806


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Karen Bonime (karenbonime@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:19:48 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Dear Governor Lujan Grisham,
We desperately need a new, strong methane rule. Flaring methane at the pump wastes a potentially valuable fuel and
adds CO2 to the atmosphere. Venting methane to the atmosphere contributes proportionately way more than CO2
does to global warming and the climate emergency. Please do ALL you can to stop these wasteful practices.
Thank you, for the sake of the planet and especially the children.
Karen Bonime


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Karen Bonime 
715 Truman St SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
karenbonime@yahoo.com
(505) 453-6594


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rozanne Kalsbeek (rckinthe505@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:50:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please protect our beautiful state and our climate!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rozanne Kalsbeek 
3086 Idalia Road NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
rckinthe505@gmail.com
(505) 697-1374


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Karen Douglas (krdouglas52@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:55:15 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane gas leakage from oil and gas wells, and pipelines, are proven contaminated, and can be dangerous. A NM
Gas Co natural gas pipeline runs only about 60 feet behind our property, and has already been "relocated" once due
to proplems.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Karen Douglas 
360 Los Cordovas Rd.
Rancho De Taos, NM 87557
krdouglas52@gmail.com
(505) 730-4800


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Angela Christie (femmecherokee@hotmai.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:04:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We will need to do everything we can to try to keep global warming at no more than two degrees Celsius, and even
then, climate scientists have indicated we will face losing half of all animal species and sixty percent of plants
species. Protecting New Mexicans from methane pollution will also contribute to national and international efforts
to try to save the planet. In other words, it is an important win for everyone.


Again, thank you for your support.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Angela Christie 
3505 Calle Cuervo NW, Apt. 214
Albuquerque, NM 87114
femmecherokee@hotmai.com
(636) 515-1961


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: leslie Montgomery (marion22598@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I love the beautiful land of NM, it's wildlife, clean air and water. Please don't let industry spoil the unique beauty of
NM.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


leslie Montgomery 
1208 Vitalia St
Santa Fe, NM 87505
marion22598@gmail.com
(505) 438-9050


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sean Mount
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 6:28:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sean Mount 
7 Cienega Canyon Rd
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Mark Gall
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:07:30 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Mark Gall 
652 NM-165
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Carol Elder (ptrseldr@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:07:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carol Elder 
2055 Pinetrail St
Las Cruces, NM 88012
ptrseldr@yahoo.com
(575) 382-3351


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Celia Ludi (celia5238@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45:52 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Celia Ludi 
144 Camino de las Crucitas
Santa Fe, NM 87501
celia5238@gmail.com
(505) 690-5238


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nancy Franzblau
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:11:51 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Nancy Franzblau 
2620 Panorama Dr
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: I. Engle
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 8:03:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
I. Engle 
605 Bosque St
Tularosa, NM 88352 
Tularosa New Mexico 








From: Patricia Whitesel (trishwhitesel@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:39:11 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


You only have to look out your window to see the smoke from the western fires. When you turn on the TV you see
the flooding on the East side of the US. The pollution and persistent degradation of our environment can?t continue.
We must go green now! How much more evidence do we need to know that we must address Climate Change and
convert to green energy sources right now?


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patricia Whitesel 
295 Sereno Road
Corrales, NM 87048
trishwhitesel@msn.com
(505) 463-6452


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Susan Kutz (catloversusan@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45:48 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Kutz 
4822 Camino Dos Vidas
Las Cruces, NM 88012
catloversusan@gmail.com
(575) 521-2684


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Audrey Ginn
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:41:21 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Audrey Ginn 
720 Tramway Ln NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Margaret Bell (annieb8@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Margaret Bell 
4404 De La Cruz NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
annieb8@msn.com
(505) 250-3913


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Fiana Shapiro (imaginethehours@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:56:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Reducing methane emissions is a key component to reducing the upward trend of climate change.  Please stand
strong on this issue.  The people of New Mexico, along with the people of the world, are counting on you and other
leaders to make big actions to fight climate change.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Fiana Shapiro 
1106 GOLD AVE SW
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87102
imaginethehours@aol.com
(847) 513-3449


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Patrice Schooley
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:37:48 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Patrice Schooley 
50 Tunnel Springs Rd
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Susan Selbin (sselbin@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:18:21 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexicans need to be protected from methane pollution.


As you know, methane is a powerful greenhouse gas (80 times more powerful than CO2) and the main component
of natural gas that escapes at every step of oil and gas extraction.


The Environment Department's proposed rule would exempt 95 percent of wells from oversight -- and the Oil
Conservation Division's proposed rule gives industry ample opportunity to continue ?venting? methane pollution


New Mexico is the nation's third-biggest oil and gas producer. Producers in our state leak, vent and flare enough
methane to heat every home in New Mexico, but instead they allow it to escape into our atmosphere. And with those
leaks come health-endangering smog precursors.


As the Trump administration guts national methane safeguards, New Mexico has stepped up to create its own rules
to slash methane waste and ozone pollution -- but the state's proposed rules need work to strengthen the rules to
safeguard our health and environment.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Selbin 
505 San Carlos Ct. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
sselbin@hotmail.com
(505) 242-6058


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Marita Prandoni (mprandoni@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53:34 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Governor Lujan-Grisham:


If the devastation from the US West Coast wildfires aren't proof enough that our emissions have caused an
existential climate crisis, what will it take to convince New Mexico's policymakers that we must cease to damage
the atmosphere? Methane is more than 20 times more powerful than CO2. Stop the flaring from gas wells and the
disgusting practices of factory farm manure lagoons. It is your political will we are all depending upon. Please
represent your constituents. Transition energy generation away from fossil fuels and farming away from CAFOs.
The alternatives are there and proven to be regenerative and effective.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
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sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Marita Prandoni 
42 Sudeste Pl
Santa Fe, NM 87508
mprandoni@gmail.com
(505) 989-1014


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Suzanne Leavitt
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:32:28 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Suzanne Leavitt 
944 Green Valley Rd NW
Los Ranchos De Albuquerque, NM 87107 
Los Ranchos De Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: hannah jackson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 5:05:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
hannah jackson 
Carlitos Rd
, NM 87529 
[@advCity] New Mexico 








From: Jill Rounds
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:34:21 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:jijill@icloud.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jill Rounds 
505 NM-150
Arroyo Seco, NM 87514 
Arroyo Seco New Mexico 








From: Jessica Jakubanis (skyrulejrj@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:49:29 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jessica Jakubanis 
13904 Encantado Rd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123
skyrulejrj@yahoo.com
(505) 294-1324


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lura Brookins
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:37:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lura Brookins 
223 Rodriguez St
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Patty Mckinnon (pmckinno@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:05:29 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It is fair and right to monitor and and regulate all greenhouse gasses. Methane is tremendously potent, dastardly and
manageable. Please be clear, this is very important to life.   Thanks for your service to justice. PJMcKinnon


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patty Mckinnon 
1235 Setter Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
pmckinno@yahoo.com
(505) 250-6332


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Elizabeth B. Barnett (betsybar77@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:40:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Elizabeth B. Barnett 
1123 Narcisco NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
betsybar77@gmail.com
(505) 362-9502


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jennifer Vellinga (vellinga77@me.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:09:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jennifer Vellinga 
43 Cerro Blanco Road
Lamy, NM 87540
vellinga77@me.com
(505) 466-6017


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: PJ McDaniel (pjxcal@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54:14 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We cannot allow methane to be released freely into our atmosphere ? the state must place strict controls on
something like this. Our health is vital.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


PJ McDaniel  
6409 Katson Ave NE
Albuquerque , NM 87109
pjxcal@yahoo.com
(505) 555-5555


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janet Williams (jwilli52@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52:36 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Janet Williams 
1200 Don Gaspar
Santa Fe, NM 87505
jwilli52@hotmail.com
(505) 988-1590


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Roger Southward
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:46:51 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Roger Southward 
165 Camino Barranca
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Joann Bethel
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:19:23 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joann Bethel 
4305 Dancing Ground Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: les roberts (hobo17pollie@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:26:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


les roberts 
po box 199
Serafina, NM 87569
hobo17pollie@gmail.com
(575) 421-7272


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Coreen Plewa (plewac@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 11:36:59 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Coreen Plewa 
2986 Plaza Blanca
Santa Fe, NM 87507
plewac@msn.com
(505) 471-0529


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kent Hickman (hickman@gonzaga.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36:16 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kent  Hickman  
10815 dandas dr nw
albuquerque , NM 87114
hickman@gonzaga.edu
(509) 220-5884


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Arthur Alfreds (Thales10000@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:39:32 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Generally, I want to preserve New Mexico's beauty and the health of its people


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Arthur Alfreds 
7131 TOULON DR NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
Thales10000@hotmail.com
(914) 450-9037


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rebecca Juterbock
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:00:53 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Rebecca Juterbock 
1333 NM-313
Algodones, NM 87001 
Algodones New Mexico 








From: Marilyn OBoyle
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:08:08 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Marilyn OBoyle 
6605 Keeling St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Susan Ostlie
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:53:43 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Susan Ostlie 
2401 Madre Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Joleen RocqueFrank
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:06:08 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joleen RocqueFrank 
2834 Don Quixote
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Weldon Beauchamp (weldonite@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45:17 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


My name is Dr. Weldon Beauchamp and I have a BA/MS in geology and a PhD in geophysics. I have worked for 40
years in the oil and gas industry. I have never worked for a company that allowed the flaring of natural gas. The
flaring of natural gas is wasteful and unnecessary. We need to capture and utilize natural gas as a fuel until we can
transition to renewable energy. There are new emerging technology that allow for the use of natural gas for
electricity that emits no CO2. We also need to make efforts to locate and repair our networks of natural gas pipelines
which are ageing and leaking. We also need to make greater efforts to utilize geothermal energy.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Weldon Beauchamp 
P.O. Box 248
Pecos, NM 87552
weldonite@gmail.com
(505) 920-0030


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Carolyn Simmons (SImmonscj@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:28:38 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As the effects of climate change show greater and greater impacts across our country and the world, it is imperative
to do all we can to reduce the harm we are doing to the environment.  Furthermore, this methane pollution is toxic to
our own health.  I urge you to do all you can to protect us from such methane pollution.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Simmons


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carolyn Simmons 
PO Box 605
Sandia Park, NM 87047
SImmonscj@msn.com
(505) 280-9031


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mary Palmer
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:00:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Mary Palmer 
1505 Valle Alto Ct NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Merry Harsh (merry.harsh@mygait.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:17:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Merry Harsh 
612 E 7th St
Silver City, NM 88061
merry.harsh@mygait.com
(575) 534-1152


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Dudley (rkdudley@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11:09 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We desperately need additional legislative measures to help project our environment and our people from the
harmful effects of methane in our atmosphere. Please add these crucial measures to help protect us all.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Dudley 
12 Fawn Rd.
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
rkdudley@gmail.com
(505) 363-0693


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Fred Cooper
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:46:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Fred Cooper 
1117 S Plata Cir
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Karen Benke (rbenke4151@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:26:01 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico cannot afford to be at the top of another negative list. Please protect our citizens from unhealthy air
and beautiful skies from dirty pollution. Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Karen Benke 
216 Calle Evangeline
Bernelillo, NM 87004
rbenke4151@msn.com
(505) 249-5551


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Helen Faller (helen.faller@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:31:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Helen Faller 
1534 Millicent Rogers Rd
El Prado, NM 87529
helen.faller@gmail.com
(575) 737-0436


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Brian Otto
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:58:39 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Brian Otto 
4319 Calle Amarilla Arc
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: kathy vigil (syrbint2@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:01:56 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


kathy vigil 
2470 bosque farms blvd unit 418
peralta, NM 87042
syrbint2@hotmail.com
(505) 565-0741


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Paul Ortega (our.webstuff@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:00:23 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Paul Ortega 
4601 Carlisle Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
our.webstuff@gmail.com
(505) 221-9157


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Victoria Sepulveda
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:47:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Victoria Sepulveda 
35286 US Hwy 285
Ojo Caliente, NM 87549 
Ojo Caliente New Mexico 








From: Jon Wolfe
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:16:22 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jon Wolfe 
18 Cam Del Prado
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Emily Rothman
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:11:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:dremily@live.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Emily Rothman 
1112 San Pedro Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Angela Soete (asnirvana@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:56:35 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Angela Soete 
223 N. Guadalupe
Santa Fe, NM 87501
asnirvana@gmail.com
(314) 706-4694


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Katie Bruell (ktbruell@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am deeply concerned about the impacts of methane on the health and well-being of my fellow New Mexicans.
Please do what is right for our people, not for big businesses.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Katie Bruell 
3550 Ridgeway Dr.
Los Alamos, NM 87544
ktbruell@gmail.com
(505) 310-4095


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janet harris
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 12:13:09 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 


New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
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meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Janet harris 
1527 Columbia Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Jacob Holguin (shubox51@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:49:57 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jacob Holguin 
150 MONTANA AZUL ST
ANTHONY, NM 88021
shubox51@yahoo.com
(575) 642-6540


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Shirley McNall
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:15:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Shirley McNall 
840 Navajo Dam Rd
Aztec, NM 87410 
Aztec New Mexico 








From: Deborah Risberg (debris007@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:10:53 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Deborah Risberg 
3 Camino El Alto NE #8
Albuquerque, NM 87123
debris007@hotmail.com
(505) 980-7689


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Candace Duran
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:25:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Candace Duran 
1815 Mariyana Ave
Gallup, NM 87301 
Gallup New Mexico 








From: Bettemae Johnson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:47:57 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Bettemae Johnson 
420 De Soto St SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Valerie Aidan (notaryvalerieaidan@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:24:24 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Valerie Aidan 
1516 Luz de Sol Dr SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
notaryvalerieaidan@gmail.com
(650) 888-0297


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nicholas Ward (tyrant@theroot66.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:09:12 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


If we do not take measures to protect the environment NOW, things are going to get much worse and people will
start dying directly due to the ravages of climate change. And at that point, it will be too late to do anything about it.
Take measures to curb things while we can still make the necessary changes.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nicholas Ward 
305 Cabeza Negra Dr SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
tyrant@theroot66.com
(505) 261-0249


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Thomas Talbot (tntalbot56@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43:14 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Fossil fuels are not so slowly poisoning and destroying our planet. Continuing to promote, develop and relax
guidelines for them is short sighted and greedy.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Thomas Talbot 
210 Mesa Vista Rd.
Anthony, NM 88021
tntalbot56@gmail.com
(915) 740-5527


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Fischoff
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:19:58 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Robert Fischoff 
PO Box 2743
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Victoria Wallington
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:31:47 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Victoria Wallington 
1151 N Roadrunner Pkwy
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: David Hollenbach (davidjhollenbach@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:31:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is much more effective, per molecule, than co@ in
creating  climate catastrophe, which is where we are headed.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Hollenbach 
15 Cerro Blanco Rd
Lamy, NM 87540
davidjhollenbach@gmail.com
(505) 466-3861


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Eager (eagerr@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 12:31:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Eager 
1220 Setter Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
eagerr@comcast.net
(505) 299-6874


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Stephen Farkash (farkadelic@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:13:45 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Stephen Farkash 
2104 Gila River Rd. NE
Rio Rancho , NM 87144
farkadelic@msn.com
(505) 768-4349


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Emily Rothman (dremily@live.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42:10 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Emily Rothman 
1112 San Pedro NE #270
Albuquerque, NM 87110
dremily@live.com
(505) 540-1265


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sydnae Steinhart (SSTEINHART@COMCAST.NET) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:04:41 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sydnae Steinhart 
7058 Calle Estancias
Las Cruces, NM 88007
SSTEINHART@COMCAST.NET
(575) 556-9959


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ruth Burstrom
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:38:43 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Ruth Burstrom 
1538 Eagle Ridge Pl
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Charlene Mcqueen
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:12:08 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Charlene Mcqueen 
85 Comanche Ln
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Los Lunas New Mexico 








From: Mary Robert
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:22:36 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Mary Robert 
5721 Alegria Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Linda Masse
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:52:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Linda Masse 
2300 Blue Sky St SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Ada Rippberger
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:02:47 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Ada Rippberger 
1721 Kit Carson Ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Rudy Baca (easyrib3@q.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42:50 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rudy Baca 
5163 Golondrina NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
easyrib3@q.com
(505) 792-8543


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Amy Williams (amytaos@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:42:40 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please preserve our lands and wild places and animals for future generations!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Amy Williams 
PO Box 1293
Taos, NM 87571
amytaos@aol.com
(575) 751-8883


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Stacie Slay (stacie_slay@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:05:51 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Stacie Slay 
PO Box 545
La Plata, NM 87418
stacie_slay@yahoo.com
(505) 325-7581


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kathleen Martin (kathleen.martin88@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please, please, please take care of our Earth over your money pockets. Please do the right thing.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kathleen Martin 
PO Box 904
Arroyo Seco, NM 87514
kathleen.martin88@yahoo.com
(847) 917-5130


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Camille Singaraju (bsingaraju@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:19:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane pollutes the air clean air is an unalienable right of all people in the US.
?You can survive three minutes without breathable air? You can survive three days without drinkable water.?  
Therefor Air and Water, becomes unalienable rights of each person?s Life. If one drinks contaminated water the
bacteria, viruses, or chemicals, one becomes sick. If one breaths air contaminated with viruses, airborne chemicals,
or particles, one becomes sick. Therefore, the Liberty to access ?Clean Air and Water? is an unalienable right to
ensure one does not get sick or dies.


This logic establishes access to Air and Water are the Peoples? Unalienable Rights.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Camille Singaraju 
12901 sunrise Trail Place NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
bsingaraju@msn.com
(505) 821-6887


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: David Rockwell (rockwell3@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:23:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Why are we wasting the methane gas?     It can be used!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Rockwell 
31 Cienega Canyon Rd.
Placitas, NM 87043
rockwell3@hotmail.com
(505) 867-9613


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: LONDA FOWLER (osopusljf44@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:11:07 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


LONDA FOWLER 
3709 Eubank Blvd NE
Albuquerque , NM 87111
osopusljf44@gmail.com
(505) 299-8448


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Suzanne Eiseman (soozinm15@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:31:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We as a state cannot afford to contribute to global warming!  We can and should be responsible oil and gas
producers.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Suzanne Eiseman 
154 Camino Rayo del Sol
Corrales, NM 87048
soozinm15@gmail.com
(505) 555-1298


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mary Jane Coder (mjrunning@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:03:01 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Stop destroying the earth. If it is not clear to you that this is what fracking does, then you are not paying attention.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mary Jane Coder 
38 Will Scarlet 
Mayhill , NM 88339
mjrunning@hotmail.com
(956) 492-5705


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jo Ann Hakola (hakola@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45:35 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Keep our state and our earth safe!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jo Ann Hakola 
4225 Harrison St
Las Cruces, NM 88005
hakola@gmail.com
(575) 647-9091


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Layne Kalbfleisch (mlayne55@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:12:29 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please maintain and continue to improve on standards for safeguards and appropriate uses for methane.  I was
exposed as a young person and poisoned by a leak in my home.  Thank you for keeping New Mexico safe in this
regard. 


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Layne Kalbfleisch 
PO Box 923
Abiquiu, NM 87510
mlayne55@hotmail.com
(571) 216-2991


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sally Bryan
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:15:54 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sally Bryan 
6 Melado Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Kathy Sabin
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:54:05 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Kathy Sabin 
905 Pearson Dr
Roswell, NM 88201 
Roswell New Mexico 








From: Susan Gordon (susangordon@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:29:16 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We cannot continue t allow industries to endanger New Mexicans health. Methane pollution is easy to stop and
would in the longterm be a money maker for the oil and gas industries. We also need to restructure the NM budgets
that make schools dependent on extraction industries for the money used to fund our schools. We need to diversify
our state income sources. Legalizing marijuana would be a strong first step.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Gordon 
903 W Alameda Street
Santa Fe, NM 87501
susangordon@earthlink.net
(505) 577-5555


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Caryn Fitch (09h-carina-60@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:52:54 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I saw firsthand the pollution in SE NM when I was a campground host there.  Please, follow the science on this! 
Methane emisions truly need to be curtailed.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Caryn Fitch 
408 Bosque St
Tularosa, NM 88352
09h-carina-60@earthlink.net
(928) 864-7880


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Daniel Schwartz
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Daniel Schwartz 
1229 Vassar Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Joanne Hilton
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:58:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joanne Hilton 
PO Box 367
Sandia Park, NM 87047 
Sandia Park New Mexico 








From: Don Patrick (tachiiniidine@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:50:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This gas adds to the total global warming problem we are all facing.  Don't weaken it, but increase measures to
decrease it.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Don Patrick 
POB 112
Rehoboth , NM 87322
tachiiniidine@hotmail.com
(505) 870-4775


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Lancaster (rakusculptor@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:01:44 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Michael Lancaster 
2876 HWY 14
Madrid, NM 87010
rakusculptor@yahoo.com
(505) 660-9169


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Flora Martinez (floralmartinez@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:48:43 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Flora Martinez 
POBox 65
Villanueva, NM 87583
floralmartinez@yahoo.com
(505) 918-1655


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: James Cooke
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:08:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
James Cooke 
3518 Eastern Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Sylvia Anderson (sanderson508@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sylvia Anderson 
628 Dorado Place SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123
sanderson508@hotmail.com
(508) 317-0505


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Brandi Meza (brandimeza4050@icloud.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:43:55 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This issue matters to me -and should to everyone for that matter- for the sake of NM?s future generations. We need
to be taking proactive steps to eliminate our reliance on natural gas and combat the methane released into our air
through safeguards!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Brandi Meza 
2052 Minnie St SW
Albuquerque , NM 87105
brandimeza4050@icloud.com
(505) 363-2354


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robin Pascal (robin@perfectbuttons.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07:37 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robin Pascal 
58 Moriarty Rd
Edgewood, NM 87015
robin@perfectbuttons.com
(505) 286-1783


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lorna Ruebelmann (lorna1080@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:31:02 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Good morning Governor,


As you know, I have watched birds die in my courtyard and smell smoke from scorched earth fires and stopped
travel for family funeral and graduations of grand-kids due to the effects of carbon monoxide in the air.  Also, the
dark skies outside my home I usually enjoy are shrouded so I am unable to see the harvest moon or even Venus. 
Methane pollution is a major contributor to us no longer being able to enjoy our world or even our planet.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lorna Ruebelmann 
502 Los Pinos
Silver City, NM 88061
lorna1080@msn.com
(505) 717-4330


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Eileen Keyes (eileenkeyes@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49:58 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Eileen Keyes 
603 Central Ave
TULAROSA, NM 88352
eileenkeyes@hotmail.com
(575) 415-0150


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: susan roberts (feedthepotential@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please shore up the rules to end this dangerous pollution in New Mexico.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


susan roberts 
5900 Marble Ave NEApartment 211
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110
feedthepotential@gmail.com
(779) 537-5745


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lynn Lessard (lesslyn13@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:32:12 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is messing with people's bodies. It's time to end this destructive force.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lynn Lessard 
6200 Montano Plaza Drive NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
lesslyn13@gmail.com
(505) 272-7979


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Arifa Goodman (goodkaz@newmexico.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12:04 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Arifa Goodman 
PO Box 66
San Cristobal, NM 87564
goodkaz@newmexico.com
(575) 776-9807


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ken Hughes (b1family@icloud.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:57:10 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane should be captured and put to use, not to trash the air


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ken Hughes 
2300 W ALaemda St.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
b1family@icloud.com
(505) 316-2278


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ronald Ross (ross1113@zohomail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:51:40 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ronald Ross 
19 Cerro Blanco Road
Lamy, NM 87540
ross1113@zohomail.com
(505) 466-2600


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ida Campos
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:24:24 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Ida Campos 
18 Rael Ln
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Jeff Clark (jeff.clark@sjc.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:58:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jeff Clark 
PO Box 368
Santa fe, NM 87504
jeff.clark@sjc.edu
(505) 699-0991


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Margarete Mayer (margaretema@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 1:45:36 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The West Coast fires are the future of NM and the Southwest unless flaring of the gas from oil drilling is forbidden. 
The technology is available!  Do something!!!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Margarete Mayer 
3505 CALLE CUERVO NW APT 424
Albuquerque, NM 87114
margaretema@hotmail.com
(505) 994-0779


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Judith Smith (jchasmith@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:14:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The poisonous leaking methane is polluting our air and contributing to outback climate crisis
Judith Smith , ABQ


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judith Smith 
4240 Broadmoor NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
jchasmith@msn.com
(505) 249-3855


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lara Leavitt
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 2:32:21 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:chiponline@icloud.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lara Leavitt 
4510 Olympus St
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Wayne Darnell (wayne_darnell@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:40:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Our climate already is in dire straits, and we must do all reasonable things to combat climate change.  Please do
everything possible to limit methane pollution of our air.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Wayne Darnell 
2990 plaza blanca
Santa Fe, NM 87507
wayne_darnell@comcast.net
(505) 820-7505


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: K DD
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:38:14 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
K DD 
411 S Arizona St
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Le Roy Henderson (elhleroy@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:03:52 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This action will benefit both the citizens of New Mexico, but will also provide another revenue stream for oil and
gas. That revenue means more revenue for the State.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Le Roy Henderson 
HC 30 Box 46
Cuchillo, NM 87901
elhleroy@yahoo.com
(575) 740-5011


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Joan Martinez
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:24:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joan Martinez 
4837 Deer Trail Rd
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Anna Brewer (annekea1@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:00:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Anna Brewer 
PO Box 331
Phoenix, AZ 85001
annekea1@hotmail.com
(623) 556-7991


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mark Follett (follett@bainbridge.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:46:29 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mark Follett 
29 Arroyo Venada Rd
Placitas, NM 87043
follett@bainbridge.net
(505) 867-3690


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Landra White (landra@thuntek.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:06:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Landra White 
325 Shannon Pl NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
landra@thuntek.net
(505) 345-6778


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nancy King
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:17:35 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Nancy King 
1224 Vallecita Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Rebecca Kraimer (rakraimer@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:14:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rebecca Kraimer 
4500 Panorama Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88011
rakraimer@gmail.com
(575) 382-8054


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Gilman
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:20:06 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Robert Gilman 
1632 Stanford Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Robert Dudley (rkdudley@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:47:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Dudley 
12 Fawn Rd.
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
rkdudley@gmail.com
(505) 363-0693


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Theresa Martin (tbird777x@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:52:14 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We are bombarded with pollutants in the air, water,radiation from our land and even the chemicals in our processed
foods, the Methane has to be controlled.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Theresa Martin 
6275 Viramontes Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
tbird777x@msn.com
(505) 934-0010


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jon Klingel (jon@klingel.name) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I breath air.  The contribution to climate change is obvious and significant.  Flaring is wasteful.  I am a former
pipeline inspector.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jon Klingel 
47 Star Vista Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
jon@klingel.name
(505) 986-1771


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Glenn Yocum
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:02:54 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Glenn Yocum 
426 Valverde Commons Dr
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Michael MD
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:23:44 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Michael MD 
107 Pso Del Pinon
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Linda Frisone
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:44:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Linda Frisone 
131 Sereno Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Elizabeth Elder
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


We need to stop the use of fossil fuels as soon as possible if we want to be able to live in our
ONLY home, the earth!


Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Elder 
1128 Princeton Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Paul Stoehr (paulstoehr@centurylink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:46:23 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Paul Stoehr 
313 Park Street
Socorro, NM 87801
paulstoehr@centurylink.net
(505) 504-5179


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Julia Landress (jlandr2000@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:32:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Julia Landress 
PO Box 1015
Ozona, TX 76943
jlandr2000@gmail.com
(361) 537-8131


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Linda Morgan
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:43:54 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Linda Morgan 
8 Camino de las Mananitas
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Los Lunas New Mexico 








From: Haley Jones (hayjay@ksu.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:59:39 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I've lived in Eddy County for 24 of my 30 years on this planet and have seen the air quality decrease since the oil
and gas boom started in earnest around 2010. I was away at college and then grad school for much of that time, and
had a blessed 6 years with hardly any allergies while I was away. I came back to a haze over town and allergies that
never go away no matter what time of year it is. This county will never make or enforce its own methane rules--they
love oil and gas money too much. The rules and enforcement have to come from the state. Our air quality continues
to diminish and if the state doesn't create strong rules, the oil and gas companies will continue to operate with
impunity and no regard for anything but their bottom line.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Haley Jones 
1914 Mountain Shadow Dr
Carlsbad, NM 88220
hayjay@ksu.edu
(575) 361-7921


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: noel aronov (aronovdesigns@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:13:37 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


noel aronov 
686 a Old Las Vegas Hwy.
SANTA FE, NM 87505
aronovdesigns@aol.com
(505) 986-6147


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ronald Parry (rjparry41@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:27:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a greenhouse gas many time more potent than carbon dioxide.  The fossil fuel industry in the US has
been in flagrant violation of all efforts to control methane emissions.  Emissions of methane must be tightly
controlled if we intend to control global climate change.  The time for enforcement is now!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ronald Parry 
32 Diamond A Dr.
Silver City, NM 88061
rjparry41@gmail.com
(713) 824-5905


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Thomasine Montoya (tommipm@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:09:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Thomasine Montoya 
4115 Sabana Grande AVE. SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
tommipm@msn.com
(505) 892-8452


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Linda Starr (lstarr509@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 1:16:14 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Dear Governor Lujan-Grisham
     We know each other as we helped you out a little before your election at the Flying Star on Rio Grande and I
helped canvass and phone bank for your campaign.  I axm seriously worried about our current climate crisis. 
Although running out of water in our great enchanted state seems like a more serious issue, that effort is going to
take rewriting the NM constitution and much more in the way of transformation.  I am writing to you today about
protecting our citizens from methane pollution.


We have problems in three prime areas from methane emissions and we can do something about this.  We can Stop
Producing Methane Pollution.  We must do this for the health and safety of our populace.  In Counselor, tribal
people are becoming ill by the day from breathing the toxic fumes.  We don't know why people are committing
suicide in such great numbers now in Farmington; maybe they can't breathe and their health and that of their
families is at stake.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
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requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Linda Starr 
509 Aliso Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
lstarr509@gmail.com
(505) 489-5789


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mitchell Rekow (mrekow@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:20:49 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I have a son and I'm a teacher of high school students. Please help give them a chance at a reasonably safe future.
Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mitchell Rekow 
7420 San Benito St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
mrekow@hotmail.com
(505) 554-0775


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Chemen Ochoa (chemenochoa@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:04:48 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The health of every New Mexican especially the children and elderly deserve to breath clean air, drink clean water
and eat food that is not full of poisons.  This is a Human Right and must be honored in New Mexico.  Protect us
from unnecessary oil and gas methane pollution and water fracking.  Also Chaco Canyon should be off limits to the
Oil and Gas industries.  If we legalize marijuana then we could use those profits to help our state, like the oil and gas
reserves.  Also investing in Renewable Energy is a Must.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Chemen Ochoa 
1 Altura Drive
Santa Fe, NM 87508
chemenochoa@msn.com
(505) 466-2311


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anita Deming (asdeming@hotmai.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:51:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Anita Deming 
2015 North Main
Silver City, NM 88061
asdeming@hotmai.com
(234) 569-4610


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Audrey Urbano
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:24:50 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Audrey Urbano 
PO Box 1103
El Prado, NM 87529 
El Prado New Mexico 








From: Robert Fischoff (robertfischoff@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:49:35 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Fischoff 
PO Box 2743
Silver City, NM 88062
robertfischoff@gmail.com
(505) 577-1668


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: nancy janosko
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:20:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:nancy.janosko@gmail.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
nancy janosko 
13 S Carson Rd
Carson, NM 87517 
Carson New Mexico 








From: R Toups (ryantoupsjunk@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 5:59:07 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


R Toups 
36 Raven Ravine
Santa Fe, NM 87507
ryantoupsjunk@yahoo.com
(504) 350-5355


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Quintela
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:48:00 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Michael Quintela 
435 Ithaca Ct
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Nicki Marx (Nickimarx@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:36:52 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nicki Marx 
204 Paseo Del Canon E
Taos, NM 87571
Nickimarx@gmail.com
(575) 779-7097


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Judith Messal (judithmessal@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:35:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judith Messal 
11016 Calandrias St. NW
Albuquerque , NM 87114
judithmessal@comcast.net
(575) 496-4754


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Steven Yanoff
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:37:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Steven Yanoff 
263 White Oaks Canyon Rd
Carrizozo, NM 88301 
Carrizozo New Mexico 








From: Judith Folden (judymfolden@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 4:24:32 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This matters to me because I just had my first grandchild.  And mixed with joy is dread and sorrow at the thought of
her future if we don't do something about climate change.  We need to quickly move away from fossil fuels or our
children and grandchildren will not survive.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judith Folden 
5 Escopeta Pl.
Santa Fe, NM 87506
judymfolden@gmail.com
(925) 980-7518


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: David Bradbury (dbradb4@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:33:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Bradbury 
1565 Cerro Gordo Road
Santa Fe, NM 87501
dbradb4@comcast.net
(505) 986-8342


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Katy Fuchs (nobhillnia@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:36:02 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for protecting our air. 


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Katy Fuchs 
614 Ridgecrest Dr SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108
nobhillnia@gmail.com
(505) 463-1350


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jan McCreary (mccrearybpat@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:46:39 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jan McCreary 
POB 3042
Silver City, NM 88062
mccrearybpat@gmail.com
(555) 555-5555


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Roxane Spaulding
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:16:30 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Roxane Spaulding 
10855 NM-337
Tijeras, NM 87059 
Tijeras New Mexico 








From: Pamela Yven (pamela.yven@frontier.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47:42 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Pamela Yven 
PO Box 168
Arroyo Seco, NM 87514
pamela.yven@frontier.edu
(575) 613-0441


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Julie Parcells
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:22:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:jparcells@verizon.net

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Julie Parcells 
134 Mejor Lado
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Susan Homer
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:24:35 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Susan Homer 
5000 Sequoia Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Janet LaBrecque
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:12:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Janet LaBrecque 
5515 Ciento Vistas
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: MARILYN GONG (mgong87502@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:18:13 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


MARILYN GONG 
7 CAMINO PINON
SANTA FE, NM 87508
mgong87502@aol.com
(505) 690-2385


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: R.A.L. West (ralive9@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:19:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


R.A.L. West 
PO Box 20
Taos, NM 87571
ralive9@gmail.com
(575) 224-7651


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Fiana Shapiro (imaginethehours@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:06:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Fiana Shapiro 
1106 GOLD AVE SW
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87102
imaginethehours@aol.com
(847) 513-3449


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Elizabeth Avery
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:32:12 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Avery 
4305 San Pedro Dr NE Apt C209
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Jane Gowe (jgowe@cwo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:04:53 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It is so important to ensure methane safeguards for our future.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jane Gowe 
5 Casa del Oro Ln
Santa Fe, NM 87508
jgowe@cwo.com
(530) 598-2987


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Tom Eddington
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:49:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Tom Eddington 
622 Sakai Rd
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Sister Kathleen
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:45:36 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sister Kathleen 
820 Fir Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: BRYCE WHITING (irisboulevard@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15:50 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


After reviewing carefully the facts and details concerning methane emissions within New Mexico, I want to
personally express my will as a resident of New Mexico that more needs to be done to regulate the fossil fuel
industry that benefits at the expense of the future, the environment, and those that are most vulnerable. Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


BRYCE WHITING 
1221 Silver Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
irisboulevard@hotmail.com
(418) 655-7642


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Maresa Pryor-Luzier (mpluzier@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52:14 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Maresa Pryor-Luzier 
107 Square H Rd
Edgewood, NM 87015
mpluzier@gmail.com
(505) 401-4881


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Carl Hitchens (carl1443@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:34:02 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Estimates from climate scientists give us 10 years to reverse catastrophic doom. Methane, particularly here in NM,
where sun and solar energy grids could help save us and the planet, while contributing jobs and income for New
Mexico, is essential.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carl Hitchens 
8 Ocotillo Way
Placitas, NM 87043
carl1443@mac.com
(928) 848-0127


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Shirlee Barnard
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:44:49 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Shirlee Barnard 
6331 Goldfield Pl NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Delese Dellios (delesedellios@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:02:32 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Gov. Lujan Grisham,
You treated the spread of Covid-19 like an emergency and I applaud your tangible and strong efforts.  It is now time
to treat the climate crisis as the emergency that it is.  NM is experiencing aridification, prolonged droughts, low
water flows, reduced snowfalls, higher temperatures and increased heat waves.  You must be bold in implementing
the strongest possible rules to eliminate methane emissions.  This too is a public health hazard NOW and in the
future.  Your legacy and our existence is at stake.  Please do the right thing!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Delese Dellios 
2426 Campbell Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
delesedellios@gmail.com
(505) 688-5343


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Maria Isabel Galbe (isgalbe@juno.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:04:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


My community, in Chaparral NM, is  fighting against a new permit of El Paso Electric to transform fracking gas into
electricity. That will be MORTAL... for us... with all the chemicals reactions and pollution of our clean air.   And
NM is quite ahead of Texas in GOOD regulations to stop that type of terrible pollutants.  PLEASE HELP OUR
STATE that is going in the good direction..... Healthy  Life is more important that enrichment of certain business....
CARE FOR HUMANITY AN CREATION......


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Maria Isabel Galbe 
300-2 Mc Combs #43
Chaparral, NM 88081
isgalbe@juno.com
(575) 824-2850


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Walter Bishop (WalterJB1@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:48:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


My family moved to the San Fernando Valley, just north of Los Angeles, in 1959 when the smog from Los Angeles
would just top the mountains on the south side of the valley.  Then a few years later, the smog was in the valley as a
brown haze.  LA and California had a problem and it wasn't until pollution control laws were passed that the air got
better. 


Stop air pollution now.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Walter Bishop 
PO Box 841
Elephant Butte, NM 87935
WalterJB1@yahoo.com
(310) 686-8336


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: David Calhoun (dcalhoun87@me.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:23:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It is unbelievable that there is even an issue about wasting all this valuable energy. All methane should be directed
to productive uses. Allowing it to be burned or released uselessly pollutes the environment we all live in, and wastes
the valuable energy resource besides. Such a thing is ridiculous.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Calhoun 
87 Molina Rd
Peralta, NM 87042
dcalhoun87@me.com
(505) 869-0384


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mary McGuire
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:38:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Mary McGuire 
28 Cuesta Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: William Habick
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 7:57:58 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
William Habick 
2904 Alvarado Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Dan Salzwedel
To: NMOAI, NMENV; WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] comment on methane regulations
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:28:05 PM


Dear Secretaries Cottrell Propst and Kenney:


As you consider new methane regulations for the oil and gas industry, please proceed with caution. It’s of the utmost
importance that New Mexico gets them right – because the stakes could not be higher. 
 
The oil and gas industry provides more than one-third of funding for New Mexico schools. By category, this equated
to over $1 billion for public schools and over $300 million for public colleges and universities in fiscal year 2019
alone. Having served as director for the New Mexico Activities Association for 23 years and as a superintendent of a
school district in the southern part of the state, I have seen firsthand how important this funding is to our students. 
 
This is why the proposed methane regulations on the oil and gas are concerning to me. It's important to protect our
environment with sensible regulations, but if not done right, these regulations could impede our primary source of
funding for public schools and higher education institutions.
 
When money gets tight at schools, unfortunately, athletics and other extracurricular activities – essential for a well-
balanced student – are often the first items on the chopping block.  Interscholastic activities are the only discipline
which directly addresses and formally teaches the qualities necessary to achieve in a competitive society, which was
principal to the purpose of public education’s origin.  
 
On average, students that participate in high school sports or non-athletic activities have a higher GPA than non-
participants; perform better on the ACT; and hold more leadership positions at the local, state, and national levels
than students who do not participate.
 
Activities provide younger students a unique and fun environment to learn perseverance, teamwork, integrity,
friendly competition, work ethic, cultural growth, self-worth, goal setting, personal responsibility, and many other
healthy character traits. These activities also provide students with positive mentors, social relationships and a
healthy competitive environment that fosters leadership skills and positive time management. 
 
Character development, concepts of success in a competitive society, cultural growth and teaching people to have
high expectations of themselves are inherent traits of these experiences - uniquely taught in the interscholastic
educational laboratory for learning.
  
Kids cannot afford to lose out on these activities and development opportunities. Even a small hit to state revenue
may affect their ability to participate.
 
For this reason, new methane regulations need to be crafted carefully, backed by both data and science. We need a
proper balance: protecting both our environment and the industry that injects critical revenue in our state’s education
system. Get it wrong – you risk procedurally choking off critical funding for resources we needed to provide our
children these unique experiences.
 
Remember, there are political opportunists who want to “keep it in the ground” – let's not delay New Mexico's
progress. I urge you to craft rules that enhance growth and help produce higher expectations for all.
 
As I have told many of my students over the years, we need to raise our expectations and work not to survive but to
achieve. New Mexico has that same opportunity and we can't afford to squander it. Thank you for considering these
comments.


Sincerely,
Dan Salzwedel
Education consultant and former educator
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Sandia Park








From: John Wilhelmsen
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 8:01:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:wldrnsswrk@comcast.net

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
John Wilhelmsen 
2 Alexi Ct
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Judy Monson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 7:44:34 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Judy Monson 
1127 Narcisco St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Angie Wulfow (awulfow@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I believe that the oil and gas industry and other extractive industries should pay the true cost of their production
process. This means that they should reduce or eliminate the methane gas that is released during production.
Evidence of climate change is all around us. Actions that add to and exacerbate our warming planet Must Be
Regulated. It is unacceptable to me that the oil and gas industry is profiting at the expense of everyone and
everything in New Mexico.
Sincerely,
Angie Wulfow


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Angie Wulfow 
261 Loma Entrada 
Santa Fe, NM 87501
awulfow@yahoo.com
(209) 371-7545


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Todd Monson (pacauate@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:30:46 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a dangerous greenhouse gas. 


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Todd Monson 
1127 Narcisco St. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
pacauate@gmail.com
(505) 298-1924


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rebecca Gentry
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:04:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Rebecca Gentry 
319 Chula Vista Pl NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Dennis Dunnum (lthrtrc@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:37:06 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We are watching the entire West coast of the US in flames, the South coast being inundated with floods and the East
coast worried about their cities submerging while the interior of the country is sporadically hit with all of the above. 
We KNOW how methane affects the atmosphere and how dramatically it advances global climate change.   WHAY
ARE WE EXEMPTING 95% OF THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY FROM LEAKING IT??????


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dennis Dunnum 
811 Silver
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
lthrtrc@gmail.com
(575) 517-0468


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Edward Mosimann (ed@creativegeckos.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


What about human caused climate change do we not understand? It is simple. Stop doing what we know is wrong.
No excuses. It is time to electrify with sun and wind, or tell the next generations that we hurt the long term
survivability of all life on this planet so a few individuals could profit. It will happen. We will electrify. And we
don't have to reach crisis levels or temperatures before we commit to building a better future. Thanks Joe ...just stole
your line.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Edward Mosimann 
308 Highway 170
Farmington, NM 87401
ed@creativegeckos.com
(505) 360-3223


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jerry Brown (jerrybrown411@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54:55 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jerry Brown 
825 Calle Mejia Apt 1132 Santa Fe, NM 87501
Santa Fe, NM 87501
jerrybrown411@gmail.com
(505) 954-1421


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Yvette Tapp (yvette@mountainairfilms.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:04:38 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Yvette Tapp 
1255 Avenida Morelia Unit 204
Santa Fe, NM 87506
yvette@mountainairfilms.com
(505) 795-4092


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rosemarie Lion (rosemarielion@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:30:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Because for healthy living and a diverse healthy environment for now and our children.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rosemarie Lion 
1 ARROWHEAD CT
La Luz, NM 88337
rosemarielion@gmail.com
(575) 214-4861


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Zella A. Bray (zella.bray@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:04:00 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


There is no Earth # 2!  We need climate change now!  Unfortunately we are already too late to save some species
but maybe we might be able to save ourselves, but at what cost?   Without a viable plan to survive pollution and
climate change,  we need to make changes now!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Zella A.  Bray 
1800 Sun Court, SE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
zella.bray@gmail.com
(505) 681-6986


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Carmon Steven (yankiecarmon@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:57:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carmon Steven 
608 West Yankie St
Silver City, NM 88061
yankiecarmon@gmail.com
(858) 361-9695


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Harirai Khalsa (cherdikala@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 12:14:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Harirai Khalsa 
16 Walnut Loop
Sombrillo, NM 87532
cherdikala@gmail.com
(505) 603-6070


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mariateresa Tellez (mattellez@juno.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:39:16 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Many children and adults are suffering of allergies and asthma in my community of Chaparral NM.  PLEASE we
need clean air for our children.  Please support the decision to have laws that give 'green' industries here in New
Mexico.
Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mariateresa Tellez 
300-2 McCombs PMB 43
Chaparral, NM 88081
mattellez@juno.com
(575) 824-2850


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Susan Homer (33slhomer@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:54:20 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Homer 
5000 Sequoia Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
33slhomer@comcast.net
(505) 836-5043


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Thomas Wark
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 12:10:41 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Thomas Wark 
6600 Vista Del Reino
Las Cruces, NM 88007 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Shannon Jones
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 2:57:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Shannon Jones 
Albuquerque
Los Rnchs Abq, NM 87107 
Los Rnchs Abq New Mexico 








From: Debra Cameron (stardlc@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:35:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Debra Cameron 
17 Tom Horn Court
Edgewood, NM 87015
stardlc@hotmail.com
(505) 281-4436


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Patrick Mckee (plmbam@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36:00 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am a parent, grandparent and great grandparent concerned with the future and health of my family.  In
consideration of their safety and health I urge you to take strong measures in regulating ozone and methane
pollution.  


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patrick Mckee 
4127 Blackhawk RD
Silver City, NM 88061
plmbam@hotmail.com
(575) 313-2720


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anne petrokubi
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:34:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Anne petrokubi 
318 Paseo Del Pueblo Norte
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Rebecca Bleimeyer (rnrbeckaroo512@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:12:09 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need to push for decreased use of oil and gas and increase clean energy.  Jobs don't have to be  lost because
those workers can be transitioned to those different jobs.  Give them first chance at filling those postions.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rebecca Bleimeyer 
954 Bleimeyer
Las Cruces, NM 88007
rnrbeckaroo512@hotmail.com
(575) 640-0915


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Glenn Yocum (gyocum@whittier.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:51:57 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Glenn Yocum 
426 Valverde Commons Dr.
Taos, NM 87571
gyocum@whittier.edu
(575) 758-3866


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kathie Lehner (kathielehner@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:11:47 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


There is no reason to stop oversight. It  does not prohibit  Production and my grandkids want a healthy planet!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kathie Lehner 
409 Camino Hermosa
Corrales, NM 87048
kathielehner@aol.com
(505) 555-1212


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Edward Leblanc
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:43:48 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Edward Leblanc 
531 Dolores St
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Don Codding
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:07:41 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Don Codding 
6301 Amberside Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: P. Porter (pporter439@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please protect our fragile environment, which is currently under unprecedented assault, by regulating and cutting the
dangerous amount of methane being released in our air. This odorless gas should be captured and put to use as an
energy source.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


P.  Porter 
4025 Southwind Rd. 
Las cruces, NM 88007
pporter439@gmail.com
(575) 524-8508


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Frank Rhoderick (rhoderickmichael@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:03:05 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Michael Frank Rhoderick 
312 Riesling Rd
Bernalillo, NM 87004
rhoderickmichael@yahoo.com
(505) 270-7135


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Deanna Dyke (dxexaxnxnxa@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:44:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need to do everything possible to reverse climate change, and methane capture is only one measure.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Deanna  Dyke  
3010 Franciscan St. NE 
Albuquerque , NM 87107
dxexaxnxnxa@gmail.com
(505) 344-3609


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rachel Singer (rs99@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:24:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please protect us and the environment by updating these rules and leading the way forward to greater safety and
sustainability.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rachel Singer 
6112 Torreon Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
rs99@earthlink.net
(323) 253-5000


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Karen Halderson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:10:28 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:halderson@thuntek.net

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Karen Halderson 
3301 Monroe St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: sharon dogruel (dogruel@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:08:16 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a dangerous and serious threat to our environment and the state has the responsibility of protecting all
New Mexicans from the impact of this deadly gas.  We are facing the consequences of climate change - record heat,
drought, wild fires - and methane must be kept to a minimum - if at all.  It is not OK to keep destroying our
environment!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


sharon dogruel 
11 W. Gutierrez #3458
Sant Fe, NM 87506
dogruel@earthlink.net
(505) 455-7612


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anthony Chiaviello
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:42:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Anthony Chiaviello 
206 S Combs St
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Karen Hammett
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:41:48 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Karen Hammett 
2901 Carlisle Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Laura Ramirez (lramirez@nmsu.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:05:13 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Laura Ramirez 
1132 Madero Avenue
Las Cruces, NM 88005
lramirez@nmsu.edu
(575) 646-7229


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Gene Chorostecki (gchoro@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45:12 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Gene Chorostecki 
1405 VEGAS VERDES DR #218
SANTA FE, NM 87507
gchoro@gmail.com
(505) 473-3764


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jessica Jakubanis
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:54:46 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jessica Jakubanis 
13904 Encantado Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: George and Dee Gamble (ggdee@qwest.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:42:40 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We all want to breathe!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


George and Dee Gamble 
201 Vuelta Roble
Santa Fe, NM 87501
ggdee@qwest.net
(505) 820-1733


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Les McDaniel
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:32:03 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Les McDaniel 
6409 Katson Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Keen Butterworth (keenbutterworth@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:26:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico should be free of petroleum related pollution. We need to reduce emissions immediately. The world is
quickly heating up to the extent that environmental problems are threatening all life forms. Reduction must be
drastic even at the expense of economic sacrifices


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Keen Butterworth 
10 Cerrado Road
Santa Fe, NM 87508
keenbutterworth@yahoo.com
(505) 466-1329


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Patricia Michaels
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:28:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Patricia Michaels 
107 Thundercloud Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Chris Becker (clbkzb@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:22:48 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please prevent Methane pollution in New Mexico. Any pollution is detrimental to our children?s future and current
public health.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Chris Becker 
935 Avenida Manana NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
clbkzb@yahoo.com
(505) 234-2450


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nicholas Knorr (nicholasknorr@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:50:51 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nicholas Knorr 
1014 Sierra del Norte
Santa Fe, NM 87501
nicholasknorr@gmail.com
(505) 506-0243


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Marcia Kellam
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:58:01 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Marcia Kellam 
4123 Big Sky Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Susan Kutz
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:54:56 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Susan Kutz 
4822 Camino Dos Vidas
Las Cruces, NM 88012 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Edwin Beatty (esbnw@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:43:53 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane pollution is a major contributor to loss of the ozone layer -- a loss we cannot afford to see accelerate.
Please take action to protect us from methane pollution.  Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Edwin Beatty 
1316 Nakomis Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
esbnw@yahoo.com
(206) 459-3482


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anthony Reis
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:50:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Anthony Reis 
613 Old Taos Hwy
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: will duff (wduffer@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:23:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico can have the cleanest oil extraction/storage/pipelining in the world if the state rules are tough enough.
As we move to clean energy, we can keep the revenue that the state needs so badly coming if we clean up our oil/gas
business infrastructure. Take the lead!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


will duff 
286 Skyland Blvd
Tijeras, NM 87059
wduffer@aol.com
(505) 480-3661


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janice Hoffman (hofjan@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:22:51 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


In addition to health risks from methane pollution, methane needs to be captured to increase our revenue.   Please act
on our behalf now.  Thnx.              JAHoffman


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Janice Hoffman 
1970 Mahogany Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88001
hofjan@gmail.com
(575) 523-4417


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Tracy Neal (tracynealsf@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:03:56 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As you know, we have missed the boat on dealing with climate change the last 30 years. We have to do everything
in our power to cut the damage we're doing to the atmosphere and the planet. I have children and grandchildren, and
I want to do everything I can to make their future better--don't you?


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Tracy Neal 
618 Kathryn Ave.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
tracynealsf@gmail.com
(505) 986-0239


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Adriann Barboa (a2barboa@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56:26 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico is home our home for over 20 generations.  Please support protections.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Adriann Barboa 
1517 Cornell Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
a2barboa@gmail.com
(505) 379-1962


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Megan Holden
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 4:45:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Megan Holden 
1205 Troy St
Socorro, NM 87801 
Socorro New Mexico 








From: Thomas Solomon (tasolomon6@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:29:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The urgency of strong action to cut greenhouse gas emissions could not be clearer, with wildfires devastating
California, where my oldest child lives, and the dangerous Cat 2 hurricane Sally simultaneously hitting the gulf
coast. We simply must be bold in implementing the strongest possible rules to control methane venting and flaring.
NO sources of methane emissions can be exempted from strong controls. Are the costs to do this worth it? Just ask
the millions in the West, choking on toxic smoke, or seeing their homes destroyed by fire. Please do the right thing
for my children.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Thomas Solomon 
1512 Eagle Ridge Rd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
tasolomon6@gmail.com
(505) 328-0619


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: DeWitt Henderson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:08:23 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
DeWitt Henderson 
3219 Eagle Ridge Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88012 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Cynthia Edney (cedney@juno.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:58:00 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a deadly greenhouse gas that is not getting enough recognition.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Cynthia Edney 
Box 716
Sandia Park, NM 87047
cedney@juno.com
(505) 281-4779


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: McKenna Hedgepeth (msh259@cox.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:03:01 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Poor air quality leads to loss of productivity, hospitalizations, and moralities. Methane is one of the most damaging
Greenhouse gases that interacts with Ozone and PM2.5. We need to incorporate the social cost of methane (and
other greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide) in order to work towards a sustainable future
powered by renewable energy.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


McKenna Hedgepeth 
434 Herdner St.
Taos, NM 87571
msh259@cox.net
(575) 555-5555


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Carol Nelson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:33:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Carol Nelson 
P.O. Box 6
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 
Jemez Springs New Mexico 








From: Russell Fletcher (russfltchr@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:47:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Russell Fletcher 
1529 Kachina Ridge Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87507
russfltchr@gmail.com
(805) 620-7107


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Pat Duncan
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:54:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Pat Duncan 
1080 Carnival Ave NW
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Los Lunas New Mexico 








From: Sandra Shoshani (hezy23@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25:57 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As a middle school science teacher for 45 years, I have striven to familiarize all my students with issues of
environmental degradation.  I moved to New Mexico 5 years ago and, as I read and heard more about issues related
to the oil and gas industry here, I have become appalled at the lack of concern expressed by legislators and the state
administration.  Without stronger action to address the threats of methane pollution and ozone precursors, the state
of New Mexico is complicit in destroying the environment for both the residents of this state and adjoining ones. 
The Federal government has been loosening regulations on oil and gas; it is tantamount that the state must be more
forceful in protecting the environment.  Thank you for your attention.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sandra Shoshani 
825 Calle Mejia,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
hezy23@gmail.com
(248) 540-3947


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Ellen Pinsky
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 10:06:24 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Ellen Pinsky 
50 Vista Del Sol
Tijeras, NM 87059 
Tijeras New Mexico 








From: Philip Pfeiffer (p0feifferphilip@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:08:21 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Philip Pfeiffer 
262B Camino Los Abuelos
Santa Fe, NM 87508
p0feifferphilip@yahoo.com
(505) 690-4015


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Samuel Navarro
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:46:38 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Samuel Navarro 
624 Agua Fria St
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Theresa Martin (tbird777x@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:01:55 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We have a history of bleeding NM out of it's natural resources.  We need to take care of the toxins added and
spewed out of the mining and oil extraction processes. We have so many toxic "accidents"  which linger on for years
as in Carlsbad and Los Alamos. When will they right the wrongs? Any industry allowed to work here MUST PAY
for restoration and clean up IN ADVANCE. Agree to not harm any delicate balances and be held accountable. Then
we can have fighting chance to heal and use clean energy.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Theresa Martin 
6275 Viramontes Rd. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
tbird777x@msn.com
(505) 934-0010


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Patricia Whalen (annyaish@Annya-Ishtara-dance.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:28:59 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patricia Whalen 
1200 Camino De La Cruz
Taos, NM 87571
annyaish@Annya-Ishtara-dance.com
(575) 737-5560


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Leslie Byrnes (ldb46@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:23:46 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Leslie Byrnes 
5729 Avenida La Mirada, NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
ldb46@hotmail.com
(505) 897-4386


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: John Geissman (jwgeiss@protonmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15:15 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Look at what is going on, RIGHT NOW, TODAY (!!!!!!!).  September 16, 2020.  Much of the west coast of the US
will NEVER return to normal.  NEVER.  New Mexico set record temperatures several days this summer.  Next will
be massive food and water scarcity issues.  We know what the solution is, and we know what the consequences are
if we do not act.  Just how far will the Sixth Extinction go?  Thank you.  John


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


John Geissman 
4513 Altura PL NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
jwgeiss@protonmail.com
(505) 264-9319


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kristy Peck (kristyp325@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:46:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need to improve our air quality in every state in order to combat climate change. I understand the importance of
having an oil and gas industry for our state economy, but that should not supersceed access to clean healthy air and
the reduction of the rate of climate change. Please do not oil and gas business owners above the planet or we'll ruin
it for future generations of New Mexicans.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kristy Peck 
2929 Calle Del Res
Santa Fe, NM 87505
kristyp325@gmail.com
(830) 377-9803


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Susan Jagoda
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:52:28 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Susan Jagoda 
10207 Anaheim Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Dene Canon
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:34:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Dene Canon 
1318 Escalante St
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Nicki Marx
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:10:00 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Nicki Marx 
204 Paseo Del Cañon E
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Alex Gallegos
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:14:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Alex Gallegos 
10000 Rio Corto Ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Gary Holcomb (gary.holcomb@huskers.unl.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Gary Holcomb 
3723 Espejo St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
gary.holcomb@huskers.unl.edu
(505) 296-2702


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Catherine Lynch (catlyn43@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:18:28 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Catherine  Lynch  
PO Box 364
Corona , NM 88318
catlyn43@aol.com
(575) 849-2793


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mark Gates (merlinintaos@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54:37 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mark Gates 
PO Box 1318
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557
merlinintaos@gmail.com
(575) 770-8230


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Yvette Hinojosa
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 8:00:23 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Yvette Hinojosa 
1133 Regan St
Anthony, NM 88021 
Anthony New Mexico 








From: Gordon Parker III (sp_9062-h.3@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:24:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a dangerous and highly potent substance in multiple ways.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Gordon Parker III 
2609 Acequia Dr SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
sp_9062-h.3@comcast.net
(505) 234-5678


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Martha Rivas
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, September 3, 2020 5:40:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Martha Rivas 
601 Rio Grande Ave
Aztec, NM 87410 
Aztec New Mexico 








From: Ben Work (benjamminbass@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:11:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am praying that i will never see New Mexico burn to the ground like California and this is one of the only ways we
can ensure it.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ben Work 
8316 San Miguel CT NE 87109
Albuquerque, NM 87109
benjamminbass@gmail.com
(505) 908-8191


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Katie Johnson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:12:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Katie Johnson 
518 Old Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Geri Rhodes
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:45:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Geri Rhodes 
38 Tome Vista Dr
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Los Lunas New Mexico 








From: Dana Ludwig (dludwig79@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:35:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I have loved this Land of Enchantment for many years was horrified  to drive to Carlsbad Caverns and  see the
affects of methane


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dana Ludwig 
1505 Presto Way 
Albuquerque , NM 87104
dludwig79@yahoo.com
(831) 595-1608


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Blaine Wimberly
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 12:55:00 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Blaine Wimberly 
3368 Governor Miles Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Helen Huntley (helenhuntley@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:39:03 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Helen Huntley 
3505 Calle Cuervo NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
helenhuntley@comcast.net
(505) 890-2836


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Theresa DeLeon
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:24:02 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Theresa DeLeon 
4501 San Ignacio Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Dave Weymouth (daveweymouth@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52:54 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We are witnessing alarming signs of global warming and climate change all across our continent. Please take action
to reduce greenhose gasses in New Mexico. Do it for our children. We need you to stand firm. Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dave Weymouth 
264 La Marta Drive
Santa Fe, NM 87501
daveweymouth@gmail.com
(303) 520-7247


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: John Stokes
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:27:47 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, notably for companies with operations in
both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough, given prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions such as revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company
doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting, except for emergencies, and require gas
to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary, so as to protect
health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of
the gas (a difficult goal at best) and that flares stay lit.


* The rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations,
such as maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable,
and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into
the pipeline.
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
John Stokes 
1006 Leroy Pl
Socorro, NM 87801 
Socorro New Mexico 








From: Xavier Obando (xavierobando@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:22:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil
and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Xavier Obando 
3036 San Rafael Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
xavierobando@gmail.com
(505) 331-2126


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dianne Stromberg (dianne@diannestromberg.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am glad you are the Governor. You know the state's children are hugely impacted by our air quality.
Thank you for all you do.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dianne Stromberg 
PO Box 23742
Santa Fe, NM 87502
dianne@diannestromberg.com
(505) 982-8315


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Patrick Burton (burton.patrick@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:08:10 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane can be useful, or it can be a pollutant. Managing it correctly makes all the difference. The economic
damage it causes when not captured is far greater than any cost to manage it appropriately.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patrick  Burton  
11901 Giacomo Avenue SE
Albuquerque , NM 87123
burton.patrick@gmail.com
(505) 890-4005


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Deborah Klaus
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42:46 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Deborah Klaus 
121 Lansing Dr SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Chris Anderson (Ts4runner@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47:16 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Chris Anderson 
8029 classic ave ne
Albuquerque, NM 87109
Ts4runner@hotmail.com
(757) 593-3908


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Elizabeth Christine (echrisevenstar@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:12:14 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


There is no time left to continue with business as our highest priority despite ecological damage.
For the continuation of life in all forms we must prioritize the purity of all the elements which sustain us. Deep
appreciation for all turning into the right direction!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Elizabeth Christine 
20 Via Bella
Santa Fe, NM 87507
echrisevenstar@mac.com
(505) 310-7654


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: melissa meth (melissamm@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] CLIMATE CHANGE IS HERE NOW!
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:32:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Climate change is here now! ! We can't wait any longer to take action to address ozone and methane pollution.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


melissa meth 
4 Alexi Court
Placitas, NM 87043
melissamm@comcast.net
(505) 404-8049


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Bo Bergstrom (bo.cinesthetic.30.yx@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:31:51 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Bo Bergstrom 
30 Village Rd.
Silver City, NM 88061
bo.cinesthetic.30.yx@gmail.com
(575) 538-9086


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Benjamin Luchini (hasjelti@zianet.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:48:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Benjamin Luchini 
1299 Arnold Palmer CT
Las Cruces, NM 88011
hasjelti@zianet.com
(575) 522-3615


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: les roberts
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:48:41 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
les roberts 
78 County Rd B27
Serafina, NM 87569 
Serafina New Mexico 








From: Arlene Baiza (littlearle@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 6:25:44 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Arlene Baiza 
2856 Maddox Loop
Las Cruces, NM 88011
littlearle@hotmail.com
(909) 440-4014


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Allison Webster
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:48:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Allison Webster 
2 Twin Tree Ct
Cedar Crest, NM 87008 
Cedar Crest New Mexico 








From: Lucy Holmes
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:51:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lucy Holmes 
265 Mesa Sea Rd
El Prado, NM 87529 
El Prado New Mexico 








From: Kathy Sanchez
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:20:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Kathy Sanchez 
38 O Toh Nah Po
San Ildefonso Pueblo, NM 87506 
San Ildefonso Pueblo New Mexico 








From: Terry Chatterton (chatterton01@q.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:06:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please do the right thing.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Terry Chatterton 
217 10Th Ave Sw
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
chatterton01@q.com
(505) 892-8048


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Meredith Keeton (jadecat81@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:49:12 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The fossil fuel industry sells out the future for immediate profit. Our state must build a sustainable economic path
forward that doesn?t sacrifice our environment or the health of everyone living here.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Meredith Keeton 
711 Main Rd
Ruidoso, NM 88345
jadecat81@aol.com
(505) 263-3406


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Stephen Lopez
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:34:58 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Stephen Lopez 
2432 Muir Dr NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: David Waymire (drwaymire@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:13:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Waymire 
1901 Shirlane Pl NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
drwaymire@comcast.net
(505) 299-9612


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Hida Viloria (hidaviloria@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:18:12 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Hida Viloria 
903 W Alameda St 
Santa Fe, NM 87501
hidaviloria@gmail.com
(510) 882-3892


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mary Cline (mmcline@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:18:41 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Mary Cline 
PO Box 93727
Albuquerque, NM 87119
mmcline@comcast.net
(505) 555-1212


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sandra Lambert
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 8:13:55 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sandra Lambert 
6611 Rim Rock Cir NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Michael Gold (mgold@unm.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:01:20 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


we are now in a climate crisis the result of an excess of greenhouse gases.  Methane is the most dangerous and we
must stop leaking it into the atmosphere.  all life on our planet is in immanent danger.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Michael Gold 
Dept. of Physics and Astronomy 1919 Lomas Blvd NE MSC07 4220
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87131
mgold@unm.edu
(505) 238-6155


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Edward LeBlanc (el2@twenty15.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:37:35 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Edward LeBlanc 
531A Dolores St.
Santa Fe, NM 87501
el2@twenty15.com
(505) 471-9176


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Anne Mascovich (annemascovich@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21:34 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As the fires in CA, the hurricanes in the Gulf Coast, and the melting ice sheets are all overwhelming evidence of
climate disruption, we must at LEAST, have oversight of harmful methane emissions, as a step toward mitigation of
greenhouse gasses and climate change escalation.  We want New Mexico to be a leader in this effort!  Thank you.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Anne Mascovich 
226 Kit Carson Road
Taos, NM 87571
annemascovich@gmail.com
(575) 673-7229


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: John Wilhelmsen (wldrnsswrk@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:03:30 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


A point of no return is coming if too little is done to curb this as well as so many other detrimental activities by
humans.  Denial cannot be a part of the equation to address this issue.  All the money in the world won't compensate
for a failed environment.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


John Wilhelmsen 
2 Alexi Ct.
Placitas, NM 87043
wldrnsswrk@comcast.net
(505) 404-8351


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Trevor Ellis (trev.del.sol@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:59:36 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Fossil fuel companies have been able to get away with destruction of our planet for far too long. While jobs and
industry are always seen as the most important thing in our state, there will be no jobs or industry possible with a
planet that is too hot to live on. There will be no schools to fund or teachers to pay if drought leads to wildfires and
rivers running dry. We MUST TAKE EVERY ACTION in our power to mitigate the dangers of climate change.
Just as you as Governor took bold action to mitigate the dangers of Covid-19, we must not sacrifice the health of the
public for benefit of short term economic factors.  We must have the strictest rules for methane production and
release into our atmosphere.  Just as Covid-19 affected indigenous communities at a disproportionate rate in our
region, sickness from methane release also harms indigenous communities at a disproportionate rate.  Thank you for
your bold action to protect all New Mexicans especially Indigenous Peoples.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Trevor Ellis 
630 Isleta Blvd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
trev.del.sol@gmail.com
(505) 585-4708


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Virginia Gredell (vghorses3ms@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 6:32:10 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Virginia Gredell 
40 Salazar Road
Tijeras, NM 87059
vghorses3ms@gmail.com
(505) 286-5470


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sherie Hartle (ssuzannehartle@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:03:08 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sherie Hartle 
906 Osage Ave.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
ssuzannehartle@yahoo.com
(505) 670-3099


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael LaBrecque
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 11:49:27 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
Independent third-party verification.


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Michael LaBrecque 
5515 Ciento Vistas
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Lara Leavitt
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:03:44 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lara Leavitt 
4510 Olympus St
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Karen Walker (petwalk60@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:57:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Let's go completely green energy! I don't care about lost jobs in the fossil fuel industry-- if we provide retraining
they can all be redirected into clean energy jobs, recycling, infrastructure,  etc. The handwriting is on the wall....even
little steps like this won't help much---we need to think of the future and break our dependence on carbon fuels
immediately! It's unconscionable that every major banking institution is heavily-invested in fossil fuels---
goddamnit, profit isn't everything---and profit can be had where you design it.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Karen Walker 
5 Balsa Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87508
petwalk60@hotmail.com
(505) 920-7527


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Walter Gerstle (gerstle@unm.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:39:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


For God's sake, please take strongest possible action to limit methane emissions! Our climate is suffering: wild fires,
drought and excessive heat in New Mexico, hurricanes, polar ice melting. This will only get worse if we do not
change our ways. We must stop emitting greenhouse gases. This is an existential issue.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Walter Gerstle 
1709 Neat Lane SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
gerstle@unm.edu
(505) 382-2328


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Bryan Romkey (yungbob@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47:11 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Bryan  Romkey  
P.O. Box 1288
Magdalena , NM 87825
yungbob@yahoo.com
(505) 273-1297


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Martina Fuentevilla (fuentvilla@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45:02 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Martina Fuentevilla 
1015 SANDIA DR
BOSQUE FARMS, NM 87068
fuentvilla@aol.com
(505) 869-4937


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Isabel Constable (isabel.constable@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:04:05 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am so concerned about the oil and gas industry polluting our scarce and precious fresh water reserves and polluting
the air we inhale and contributing to global warming and future droughts.  Please Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham
use your power and wisdom to diversify our state's sources of energy and income.  We need to stop this toxic
fracking practice and change now!  Uncomfortable and expensive as this may be future generations will thank us
and I will sing your praise.
Thank you!
Isabel (Constable)


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Isabel Constable 
408 Solano Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
isabel.constable@gmail.com
(505) 559-0942


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sally-Alice Thompson
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:39:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sally-Alice Thompson 
1519 Anderson Pl SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Merlin Emrys
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Merlin Emrys 
29 Chapala Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Marijean Snowden
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:05:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Marijean Snowden 
2500 Abbott Ave
Alamogordo, NM 88310 
Alamogordo New Mexico 








From: Leslie Barclay
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:47:06 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Leslie Barclay 
2211 Fort Union Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Carol Marion (carol.marion@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carol Marion 
8925 8th St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
carol.marion@hotmail.com
(505) 898-6802


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Chrysanthi Lawrence (chrysanthil@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:29:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Chrysanthi Lawrence 
 1721 Espinacitas St.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
chrysanthil@aol.com
(510) 619-6367


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Quintela
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:57:33 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Michael Quintela 
435 Ithaca Ct
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Drew Reese (dreesephoto@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:18:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Drew Reese 
1723 Medio
Santa Fe, NM 87501
dreesephoto@gmail.com
(760) 391-8646


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: CAROLBETH ELLIOTT (ellcbe@aim.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:48:54 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Leave fossil fuels in the ground!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


CAROLBETH ELLIOTT 
413 S BAYARD ST
SILVER CITY, NM 88061
ellcbe@aim.com
(575) 538-0128


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Molly Houston (mollyhstnabq@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:07:52 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As a retired science and math teacher, I understand the problems we're having with global warming: west coast fires,
southern states' hurricanes, and our southwest drought, among other problems US- and world-wide. We cannot
afford to sit back and let methane pollution greatly add to the problem! Please help us to do our part in changing the
direction toward controlling global warming. It's a fact, not fiction.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Molly Houston 
10405 Calle Hermosa Ct NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114
mollyhstnabq@gmail.com
(505) 792-9295


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Edwenna Earnheart (edwenna@signalpeak.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:46:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need the strongest regulation on methane pollution as possible.  The fires in CA and the rest of the NW are a
symptom of global warming, and methane is a major contributor to carbon emissions.  We MUST phase out carbons
as fast as possible to save our planet and our lives.  New Mexico CAN do this! 


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Edwenna Earnheart 
22 Starlight Way
Silver City, NM 88061
edwenna@signalpeak.net
(575) 654-5386


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Neil Williams (nwilliams@watershedwest.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:08:56 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I was an NMED engineer once, in the Groundwater and Surface Water Bureaus.  I wrote regulations to protect
drinking water quality and coordinated with the OCD on cleanups.


It's not OCD's job to save the oil industry.   Your job is the important work of writing and enforcing good tight
effective regulations.   Do not exempt operators and owners from their responsibility to eliminate dangerous
methane emissions!  The leaks, flares, "venting"  and methane cloud are egregious and should be embarrassing.  The
job is not getting done. Make industry fees pay for your staff to monitor and enforce the limits.  Tell the governor
what other legislative authorization you need to do the job better. 


Thanks!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Neil Williams 
1288 Lejano Lane
Santa Fe, NM 87501
nwilliams@watershedwest.com
(505) 428-0612


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Carolyn Meyer (cem1546@icloud.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:57:14 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico has a chance to lead in making the right decisions for our state and for our world. I want to leave this
state a better place for my child. Please do what?s right and show the oil and gas industry we care about our
environment.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Carolyn Meyer 
140A Seton Village Road
Santa Fe , NM 87508
cem1546@icloud.com
(917) 543-3175


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Katherine Aaron
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:58:23 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Katherine Aaron 
PO Box 45914
Rio Rancho, NM 87174 
Rio Rancho New Mexico 








From: Gerald Courvoisier (jerry@smallprinteditions.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:51:01 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


slash methane waste now


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Gerald Courvoisier 
1542 Cerro Gordo Rd
SANTA FE, NM 87501
jerry@smallprinteditions.com
(505) 670-1495


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Elisabeth Price (ejprice@zianet.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:25:27 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Elisabeth Price 
1319 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
ejprice@zianet.com
(505) 385-5881


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sophie Guthrie
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 7:13:48 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sophie Guthrie 
24 Bosque Azul
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Stephen Schmidt (lwob@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:32:08 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane leaks in huge amounts from faulty valves and equipment on gas producing facilities around the state,
especially the four corners area.  This is a major contributor to global warming and is a waste of resources and value
to producers and the state of NM.  We need strong controls on this waste.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Stephen Schmidt 
21 Calle Debra
Santa Fe, NM 87507
lwob@mac.com
(505) 557-9731


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kareyl Vatlestad (kvatlestad.garcia@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 11:21:14 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kareyl Vatlestad 
P.O. Box 1801
Raton, NM 87740
kvatlestad.garcia@gmail.com
(575) 613-2545


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Hugh Friedman
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:17:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Hugh Friedman 
1338 Halfmoon Rd
El Prado, NM 87529 
El Prado New Mexico 








From: Bobbye Middendorf (jasbjm@earthlink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:08:15 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Climate matters -- matter!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Bobbye Middendorf 
13 Ridge Rd
Placitas, NM 87043
jasbjm@earthlink.net
(773) 655-1549


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Elizabeth Wiseman (lzbthwsmn@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56:43 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This is not a disposable planet.  Please do the responsible thing.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Elizabeth Wiseman 
1000 Cordova Pl # 549
Santa Fe, NM 87505
lzbthwsmn@gmail.com
(505) 795-0768


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lyle Brown
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:10:32 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lyle Brown 
1090 Prairie Zinnia Dr
Bernalillo, NM 87004 
Bernalillo New Mexico 








From: Jan McCreary
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:40:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jan McCreary 
PO Box 3042
Silver City, NM 88062 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Patricia prasad (patprad@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:14:44 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Climate warming cannot be denied
Methane is a big factor in climate warming.  Please take all measures to decrease this problem.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Patricia prasad 
5 garden park circle ne
Albuquerque, NM 87107
patprad@msn.com
(702) 470-3441


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Susan Brewster (susancbrewster@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:36:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Ozone pollution has very likely caused  (or, at least contributed to) my asthma, which I acquired for the first time
after 30 years living in Albuquerque.  As a transportation bicyclist who has enjoyed riding outside in our formerly
temperate climate, I am also increasingly limited during summer months to my tolerance of the extreme heat due to
climate change caused, in part, by methane leakage. Higher afternoon ozone levels in Albuquerque add to my
outdoor limitations.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Brewster 
4520 Lobelia Rd. N.W.
Albuquerque, NM 87120
susancbrewster@yahoo.com
(505) 897-9182


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Raul Pedraza (pedrazajr2@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54:56 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Raul Pedraza 
1515 New York Ave
Alamogordo, NM 88310
pedrazajr2@msn.com
(575) 404-9599


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kathleen Cody (kitcody@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:25:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please, we need stronger regulations in place to protect our state, communities and residents. New Mexico is one of
if not the largest emitter of methane, there needs to be more oversight.  Lets not make our sick and damaged
communities even more so.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kathleen Cody 
3821 Palo Duro Ave NE
Albq, NM 87110
kitcody@hotmail.com
(505) 918-3403


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: June Parsons (comicsilver@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:24:53 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need Clean Green Energy jobs to restore Clean water unpolluted by fracking chemicals, which matters to my
health and everyone?s health.  We need Clean energy for All vehicles and All buildings for clean air unpolluted by
methane omissions and CO2 emissions from energy production, which matter to my health and everyone?s lungs
and overall health. We could dramatically reduce the cost of healthcare in the United States for cancers and lung-
related illnesses by cleaning up our air and cleaner energy production, and further reduce our national healthcare
costs, by getting carcinogenic (cancer-causing) fracking chemicals out of our ground waters responsible for
replenishing our rivers and drinking water supply.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


June Parsons 
2830 Delicias Road SE
Rio rancho, NM 87124
comicsilver@gmail.com
(832) 723-4533


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Johnny Burns (obsidiandream@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:47:37 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Johnny  Burns  
Pobox 652
Abiquiu , NM 87510
obsidiandream@hotmail.com
(505) 685-0020


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Esteban Ramirez (nocturnalwind4@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:37:23 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Esteban Ramirez 
5824 Desert Sparrow
Santa Teresa, NM 88008
nocturnalwind4@gmail.com
(915) 258-9836


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Peter Roche
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:35:09 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Peter Roche 
2916 Avenida Alamosa
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: TODD MONSON
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 9:48:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
TODD MONSON 
1127 Narcisco St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Shirley McNall (sjmcnall@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:39:33 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


ALL gas wells need to be regulated and closely monitored for leaks, venting, etc.  Once again, our house was gassed
by one of the 25 gas wells that surround us within the city limits of Aztec, NM.  The latest incident was as follows: 
On September 8th, at 01:11, I woke up choking and coughing.  The air in our bedroom was filled with the distinct
odor of gas well emissions including hydrogen sulfide!  This was another of many incidents.    I went outside.  The
air was filled with the noxious odor.   I closed the bedroom window and waited about an hour.  When I went back
outside, the odor was gone.  I was still coughing and my eyes were burning.  I called NM OCD the next morning. 
An investigation was conducted.  One of the operators of the 25 nearby gas wells reported a leaking valve. 
NMOCD ordered the company to repair the valve immediately.  We have no idea how long the valve had been
leaking.   No one should be subjected to gas well gassing in their home.  Emissions are not healthy!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Shirley McNall 
840 Navajo Dam Road
Aztec, NM 87410
sjmcnall@yahoo.com
(505) 334-6534


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janet Rees (jyrees1@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:47:31 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is a huge contributor to climate change, and the West now has an incredible number of large and
destructive wildfires along with constantly increasing temperatures and drought resulting from climate change. San
Juan County has had an unresolved ozone problem for years; we are in a drought that has greatly reduced the flow
of the Animas and San Juan Rivers, and native vegetation is suffering. Now is the time to eliminate leaking, venting,
and flaring of methane by the oil and gas industry. Proposed rules must be strengthened--no exemptions should be
allowed considering the current climate crisis. Rule enforcement and use of behavior changing penalties by OCD
have been problematic for years--this must also change. It is time for the oil and gas industry to be held responsible
for their contribution to the crisis we are in--the industry must be required to take the necessary actions to help
eliminate ozone and address the climate crisis.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Janet Rees 
1400 Saiz Rd
Bloomfield, NM 87413
jyrees1@hotmail.com
(505) 632-8335


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Esther Armijo (earmijo@zianet.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:22:01 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please stop the Insanity of POLLUTION!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Esther Armijo 
1011 Eagle Wings Rd
las Cruces, NM 88007
earmijo@zianet.com
(575) 650-3339


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert McCorkle (frogman3030@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25:35 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The state government cannot continue to be deaf, dumb and blind to this pollution that adds to the degradation of the
atmosphere and causes global warming whose effects are all too obvious this year.  This is a waste of money, too.
Time to tighten up the regulations!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert McCorkle 
1130 Marilissa Lane
Las Cruces, NM 88005
frogman3030@gmail.com
(830) 460-0424


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sandra and Glenn Griffin (gilatreethinners@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:43:30 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Sandra and Glenn  Griffin 
3701 Tracy Circle
Silver City, NM 88061
gilatreethinners@gmail.com
(575) 388-4130


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Margo Wyse
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 7:07:31 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Margo Wyse 
110 El Otro Lado Rd
Hanover, NM 88041 
Hanover New Mexico 








From: Minrose Gwin (mgwin@email.unc.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:52:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


As I write this message, the West Coast is burning up and the Southeast is flooding. Please let New Mexico be a
beacon of hope in the fight against pollution and climate change. Thank you. Minrose Gwin Ph.D.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Minrose Gwin 
3032 San Patricia PL NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
mgwin@email.unc.edu
(505) 228-2554


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: tatiana kurakin
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:32:10 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
tatiana kurakin 
1412 N Mississippi St
Silver City, NM 88061 
Silver City New Mexico 








From: Suzanne Stamatov
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:01:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Suzanne Stamatov 
24 Bosque Azul
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Susan Cooper (sccooper@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:50:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Susan Cooper 
3413 Dellwood Ct. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
sccooper@msn.com
(505) 453-0220


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: David Craft
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:13:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
David Craft 
7604 Richmond Hill Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Ken Genco
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:40:11 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Ken Genco 
279 Mariquita Rd
Corrales, NM 87048 
Corrales New Mexico 








From: Joyce Casey
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:44:15 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joyce Casey 
104 Camino del Campo
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: C. Townsend (cntownsend.nm@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:06:59 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


C. Townsend 
455 Abo Ct.
Bosque  Farms, NM 87068
cntownsend.nm@gmail.com
(505) 507-7750


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: RobinDay Glenn (robindayglenn@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:37:40 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


New Mexico is truly a ?Land of Enchantment.? Please ensure that it remains a magical place by protecting our
environment against methane and ozone pollution. Eliminate exceptions that vitiate the regulation?s purpose.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


RobinDay  Glenn 
6936 Camino Blanco
Las Cruces, NM 88007
robindayglenn@gmail.com
(575) 652-4939


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dianne Strauss
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:46:48 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Dianne Strauss 
PO Box 8101
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Kristin Ulibarri
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:04:10 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Kristin Ulibarri 
422 Valverde Commons Dr
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Robert Gilman (rainierrobert@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12:46 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Gilman 
1632 Stanford Drive SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
rainierrobert@gmail.com
(505) 842-5541


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kathryn Kaffer
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:34:13 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. As an asthmatic, this is very important to me.
Please take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this
rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Kathryn Kaffer 
1020 Patton Dr
Gallup, NM 87301 
Gallup New Mexico 








From: Fern Massar (fern.a.massar@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15:44 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This land is precious and so are its people. Please put environmental safety and conservation FIRST.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Fern Massar 
611 1/2 Old Santa Fe Trl
Santa Fe, NM 87505
fern.a.massar@gmail.com
(646) 243-3600


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Laurie Moreau (laurieintaos@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:04:12 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I want us to protect what clean water we have!  We must protect clean air and water. Thus ensures life for humans
and creatures in our environment.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Laurie Moreau 
PO Box 1942
El Prado, NM 87529
laurieintaos@gmail.com
(575) 776-1717


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jay Rodman (jrodman@nmsu.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:57:34 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It is criminal to waste fossil fuel by flaring, venting, and leakage in the extraction and processing of natural gas. We
must tighten the restrictions and get rid of exemptions that cause air pollution and contribute to climate change!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Jay Rodman 
20 Windmill Trl S
Placitas, NM 87043
jrodman@nmsu.edu
(505) 404-8332


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Paula Lozar (lozarpaula@cs.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36:42 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Paula Lozar 
7499 Sagebrush Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87507
lozarpaula@cs.com
(505) 473-3479


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Bev Hedin (bevhedin@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:05:20 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please recognize the horrible impact methane gas has on increasing climate change!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Bev Hedin 
639A Camino Lejo
Santa Fe, NM 87505
bevhedin@comcast.net
(909) 241-9930


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Marianne Lappin
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:47:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Marianne Lappin 
4580 Nogal Canyon Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Las Cruces New Mexico 








From: Jessica Dwyer
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:41:49 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jessica Dwyer 
6109 Brenda Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: David Doty
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 11:45:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
David Doty 
2751 Vía Caballero Del Sur
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Heather Hanley (chanley54@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:35:15 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Heather Hanley 
1316 Los Arboles NW
Albuquerque , NM 87107
chanley54@mac.com
(505) 268-0837


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Sanford Gaines
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:49:59 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Sanford Gaines 
2815 Floral Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Ellen Barber (ellen.barber@aya.yale.edu) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:51:17 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Climate change is costing lives right now. We can't afford not to do everything possible to reduce greenhouse gases.
New Mexico must create strong rules to protect our environment from ozone-causing methane pollution.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ellen Barber 
4523 10th St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
ellen.barber@aya.yale.edu
(505) 314-6254


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Marcia Lander (mllander52@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:51:21 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This will be a great step toward fighting climate change.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Marcia Lander 
1017 Virginia St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
mllander52@gmail.com
(505) 550-6385


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Janet harris
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:19:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Janet harris 
1527 Columbia Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Alison Shafer (alisonshafernm@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:19:19 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Alison Shafer 
7 Sonata Ct.
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
alisonshafernm@aol.com
(505) 440-8572


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: David Soules (davidsoules@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:16:32 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am a lifelong New Mexico resident, and I have watched our oil and gas industry needlessly vent and flare methane
for decades.  Although there must be an economic reason that the oil and gas industry does not already capture that
methane, the environmental consequences are now clear.  New Mexico can and should lead the way in responsible
energy production.  It is time to capture methane, not vent or flare it, and we should have responsible regulations in
place to make that happen.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


David Soules 
5045 Las Alturas Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88011
davidsoules@comcast.net
(575) 522-1714


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Judith Novak (jnj@centurylink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:59:41 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judith Novak 
250 E. Alameda  #333
Santa Fe, NM 87501
jnj@centurylink.net
(505) 989-3391


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Mary Orr
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Mary Orr 
PO Box 4585
Espanola, NM 87533 
Espanola New Mexico 








From: Arabelle Luckhardt (arabellesfe@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:30:40 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Arabelle  Luckhardt 
105 E Sunrise Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87506
arabellesfe@comcast.net
(505) 986-0565


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: James Cooke (jakes@james-cooke.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:03:04 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


James Cooke 
3518 Eastern Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
jakes@james-cooke.com
(505) 301-8533


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Laurel Drew (elliegreyhound@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29:42 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am aware that greenhouse gases, especially methane come from far more than merely cattle and horses.  Oil and
gas wells produce much in waste products.  Stop blaming the beef industry and advertising how clean gas wells are
and enforce the laws to Make those wells cleaner.  I care about our land, air and water and especially about climate
change which IS happening.  Please enforce the laws meant to help limit these factors and help our earth.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Laurel Drew 
1905 Gun Club Rd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
elliegreyhound@yahoo.com
(505) 873-1729


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dawn Foster
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:39:10 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Although the rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, as a retired
environmental engineer, I can see significant weaknesses within the proposed rule that need to
be addressed. Please take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and
finalizing the proposed rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry. Thank you.


Sincerely, 
Dawn Foster 
21 Las Brisas Loop
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Linda Bailey (baileydals@sbcglobal.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 6:15:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please keep our state healthy fro methane pollution! We love our state and how healthy (besides COVID) that it is.
We must save our planet!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Linda Bailey 
39 Anasazi Drive
Sandia Park, NM 87047
baileydals@sbcglobal.net
(815) 260-6101


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Gaines (gaines2166@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:22:47 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I like breathing and prefer not to roast.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Gaines 
52 estambre rd
santa fe, NM 87508
gaines2166@gmail.com
(505) 466-1746


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Marijean Snowden (luvsswsunsets@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:26:51 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Marijean Snowden 
2500 Abbott Ave Apt A
Alamogordo, NM 88310
luvsswsunsets@aol.com
(575) 415-3717


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Amy McFall
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:16:27 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Amy McFall 
2810 Hot Springs Blvd
Las Vegas, NM 87701 
Las Vegas New Mexico 








From: Karen Boehler
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 4:24:53 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Karen Boehler 
33 Mark Rd
Roswell, NM 88201 
Roswell New Mexico 








From: Betty Nuanes
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 11:29:14 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Betty Nuanes 
NM-304
, NM 87006 
[@advCity] New Mexico 








From: Theresa Hadden-Martinez
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:00:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Theresa Hadden-Martinez 
3 Sombra Del Monte Rd
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Roger Southward (jnr200396@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:41:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Please protect us from further methane pollution.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Roger Southward 
165 Camino Barranca
Placitas, NM 87043
jnr200396@yahoo.com
(505) 867-2208


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: CHARLES FOX (CFOX@AVIANDESIGN.NET) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:53:46 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane is an extremely potent greenhouse gas. The continued release of methane exacerbates an already dire
climate emergency. Every possible reduction in atmospheric methane pollution should be mandated without further
delay.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


CHARLES FOX 
119 W BERGER ST APT 3
SANTA FE, NM 87505
CFOX@AVIANDESIGN.NET
(505) 577-0548


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lura Brookins (lurabrookins@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:14:56 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We have so little time left in this time to STOP methane pollution in our planet....our beloved earth!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lura Brookins 
P.O. Box 1362
Santa fe, NM 87501
lurabrookins@gmail.com
(505) 577-9793


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Stephanie Shine (shines104@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 5:14:11 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Stephanie Shine 
104 Music Road
Ponderosa, NM 87044
shines104@yahoo.com
(505) 417-6876


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lori Solanki
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:56:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Lori Solanki 
110 Otono Rd
Taos, NM 87571 
Taos New Mexico 








From: Colleen Burke (colleenburke888@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:36:05 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Colleen Burke 
PO Box 9453
Santa Fe, NM 87504
colleenburke888@gmail.com
(505) 501-5228


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kristina Fisher
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 3:55:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Thank you.


Sincerely, 
Kristina Fisher 
1608 Camino La Canada
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Karen Milstein
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 1:28:09 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Karen Milstein 
13 Blue Jay Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87506 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: carol chamberland (pictografix@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:03:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


It makes no sense to flare methane when it could be put to useful purposes. Why let it go into the air we breathe
instead of heating our homes?
We need stronger rules against this pollution in New Mexico.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


carol chamberland 
609 san lorenzo ave nw
albuquerque, NM 87107
pictografix@comcast.net
(505) 341-1027


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Terry Reser (tandb@resersw.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:46:04 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Terry Reser 
1607 Arcadian Trail Northwest
Albuquerque, NM 87107
tandb@resersw.com
(505) 345-7294


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Robert Dudley (rkdudley@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11:12 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We desperately need additional legislative measures to help project our environment and our people from the
harmful effects of methane in our atmosphere. Please add these crucial measures to help protect us all.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Robert Dudley 
12 Fawn Rd.
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
rkdudley@gmail.com
(505) 363-0693


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Lasita Shalev (hdamerica@mac.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 12:00:03 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOYALTY TO THE ENVIRONMENT!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Lasita Shalev 
2300 W Alameda, 
Santa Fe, NM 87507
hdamerica@mac.com
(505) 603-5054


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Signe Dayhoff
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:19:18 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Signe Dayhoff 
80 Paseo De San Antonio Rd
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: David Morrison
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:56:52 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 



mailto:david_505_smile@yahoo.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
David Morrison 
205 Pueblo Solano Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Tom Gardner (tgardner40@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:29:49 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


This should be a no brainer considering the threat of global warming.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Tom Gardner 
2720 Camino Lazo
Santa Fe, NM 87505
tgardner40@hotmail.com
(505) 795-4593


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Steven Yanoff
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:33:00 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I voted for Governor Lujan Grisham to support real environmental protections, not weak ones.
I agree with the following:
The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
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pipeline. 


New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Steven Yanoff 
263 White Oaks Canyon Rd
Carrizozo, NM 88301 
Carrizozo New Mexico 








From: Norty Kalishman (nortykalishman@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53:22 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Norty Kalishman 
1043 Columbia Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
nortykalishman@gmail.com
(505) 266-3811


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Madden
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 4:30:39 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Michael Madden 
30 Stagecoach Jct Pl
Sandia Park, NM 87047 
Sandia Park New Mexico 








From: Barry Ilioff (bilioff39@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:48:49 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Since methane is a major contributor to climate change, I am hoping that New Mexico  will take the opportunity to
slash methane emissions ant the other dangerous pollutants that leak beside it.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Barry Ilioff 
1658 High Street
LasCruces, NM 88011
bilioff39@gmail.com
(575) 636-4997


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Bruce Voegele
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:25:26 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Bruce Voegele 
51 Lobo Rd
El Prado, NM 87529 
El Prado New Mexico 








From: Donna McKeown (nmdonna1@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 12:31:01 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Donna McKeown 
6808 Kelly Ann Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
nmdonna1@comcast.net
(505) 822-8243


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: barbara lenssen (barbaralenssen@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:51:43 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


barbara lenssen 
2227 calle cacique
Santa Fe, NM 87505
barbaralenssen@comcast.net
(505) 982-6200


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Shannon Patrick (xannin2@yahoo.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:52:08 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Shannon Patrick 
2922 Lake Valley Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88007
xannin2@yahoo.com
(843) 557-6172


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Rachael Dalto (rdalto@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52:28 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Rachael Dalto 
2723 Duranes Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
rdalto@gmail.com
(505) 690-9394


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: david bradbury
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:41:25 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
david bradbury 
1565 Cerro Gordo Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Shirley Van Slooten (svanslooten@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11:42 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Shirley Van Slooten 
102 La Joya Road
Santa Fe, NM 87501
svanslooten@aol.com
(505) 577-6291


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nancy Singham (nancywsingham@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:48:02 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I recently drove to California (camping along the way) to see my 2 sons, one having major surgery, the other soon
moving to Portugal. I got to experience first hand the terror of wondering if a lightening strike would force
evacuation of my  campsite, breathing hazardous air, and knowing that family friends working in the fields near
Gilroy are risking their lives for our food. Climate change is here, NOW, all over the world, and in our drought
stricken state.  Methane leaks from NM are adding daily to this chaos.  I beg you, please  support the strictest
methane standards possible. The cost of not doing so can hardly be calculated.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
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seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nancy Singham 
421 Montclaire Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
nancywsingham@gmail.com
(505) 492-2890


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kristina Fisher (kristinagrayfisher@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:01:31 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kristina Fisher 
1608 Camino la Canada
Santa Fe, NM 87501
kristinagrayfisher@gmail.com
(505) 490-3237


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Dylan Shaw (dylan_shaw@live.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:21:44 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Dylan Shaw 
10024 Avenida Vista Sol NW
Albuquerque , NM 87117
dylan_shaw@live.com
(505) 480-9135


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Theresa Montoya
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:25:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Theresa Montoya 
1602 Montara Dr
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Los Lunas New Mexico 








From: Adrienne Ross (ahlight@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25:47 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Adrienne Ross 
19 Cerro Blanco Rd.
Lamy, NM 87540
ahlight@gmail.com
(505) 466-2600


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Evey Jones
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:13:03 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


IT'S TIME TO GET THIS DONE RIGHT!


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally.


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply.


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit.


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
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pipeline. 


New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Evey Jones 
652 NM-165
Placitas, NM 87043 
Placitas New Mexico 








From: Ruth Morris (rutheyinabq@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54:42 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Ruth Morris 
PO Box 81362
Albuquerque, NM 87108
rutheyinabq@gmail.com
(505) 266-9102


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Penelope Mainz (mag48mac@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:41:47 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Healthy lives for people of all ages are more important than profit. Let's put people first by addressing the dangers of
methane in our atmosphere! Thank you for your time on this very important topic.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Penelope Mainz 
PO Box 53357
Albuquerque, NM 87153
mag48mac@hotmail.com
(505) 688-3105


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Jill Joseph
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Saturday, August 29, 2020 3:55:33 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Jill Joseph 
2533 Lazo Ct
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: Roger Kulp
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 5:04:50 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Roger Kulp 
110 Dallas St SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Peter Rannells
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:57:46 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Peter Rannells 
2700 Vista Grande Dr NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Colleen Boyle (colleen.boyle354@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:26:45 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I moved here from Los Angeles 16 years ago to get away from the dirty air and chemicals and because of the natural
beauty of New Mexico. I never stop looking at the the beautiful skies both day and night. Our future generations
should also have the opportunity to witness these things- it is a fundamental right for them.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Colleen Boyle 
2233 Paul Road SW
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87105
colleen.boyle354@gmail.com
(505) 385-0697


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Martha Doster (martha@marthasbodybueno.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:07:18 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Methane pollution is yet one more problem caused by mis-managing our resources. Perhaps - long ago - we didn't
understand how it worked or what the consequences of it's existence would be, but today (and frankly for the past
too many years!) we DO know better...and we MUST do something about it. Do the RIGHT thing - put in controls,
limitations, money for research and training for alternative solutions. Think outside the box!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
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should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Martha Doster 
PO Box 2095
Tijeras, NM 87059
martha@marthasbodybueno.com
(505) 250-2783


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Denise Saccone (deniseone@netzero.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:35:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Denise Saccone 
1720 W ALAMEDA ST
Santa Fe, NM 87501
deniseone@netzero.net
(505) 989-1233


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Daniel Blumer (dblumer115@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:22:40 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Daniel Blumer 
1301 Columbia Dr Ne
Abq, NM 87106
dblumer115@gmail.com
(248) 520-7314


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nancy Bush
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:10:32 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Nancy Bush 
63 Camino San Lucas
Lamy, NM 87540 
Lamy New Mexico 








From: Elizabeth Lesman (LIZZIEBOLDT@YAHOO.COM) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:48:29 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Elizabeth Lesman 
832 HERMOSO EL SOL
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310
LIZZIEBOLDT@YAHOO.COM
(815) 258-2084


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Kristen Zamora (jkfjzamora4@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:34:19 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I grew up in NM and love our clear air and blue skies. My children are growing up here, with asthma. Without CO2
regulations the air we breath will continue to get worse. What will the air be like when my grandchildren are born?
CO2 regulations are imperative to clean, breathable air.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
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flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Kristen Zamora 
1434 Wellesley Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
jkfjzamora4@msn.com
(505) 948-7265


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Halli Bourne
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 9:39:17 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Halli Bourne 
930 Cocinitas
Bernalillo, NM 87004 
Bernalillo New Mexico 








From: Judith Clark Stanley (j.stanley@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:15:48 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The west is experiencing multiple conflagrations. The resulting smoke travels around the world, causing long-term
damage to the health of every living thing. Methane is an important greenhouse gas. We MUST limit the release of
methane due to oil and gas production. I urge you to protect God's creation, including every living thing, from this
menace.
Especially in New Mexico, where so many poor people live next to oil and gas installations and live with constant
harm, we need strong laws and enforcement. It is unconscionable to damage the environment for a short-term gain.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.
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-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Judith Clark Stanley 
4224 Big Sky Road
Santa Fe, NM 87507
j.stanley@comcast.net
(650) 793-2087


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Michael Crews (mcrewsebdo@aol.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:09:04 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Wasting natural  gas by flaring, venting and leaks endangers our environment and health as well as robbing the State
of needed revenue.


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Michael  Crews  
6501 Caballero Pkwy Nw 
Los Ranchos , NM 87107
mcrewsebdo@aol.com
(505) 345-1936


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Amanda Bustamante
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:59:49 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Amanda Bustamante 
2445 Agua Fria Dr NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
Rio Rancho New Mexico 








From: Allen Olson (allen@olsonaglaw.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:58:30 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should



mailto:automail@knowwho.com

mailto:EMNRD.WasteRule@state.nm.us





only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Allen Olson 
PO Box 14
Cerrillos, NM 87010
allen@olsonaglaw.com
(229) 403-0925


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Nelda McLaughlin (nelda60@hotmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:00:05 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Nelda  McLaughlin  
800 E 25th St
Farmington , NM 87401
nelda60@hotmail.com
(505) 325-9108


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Herbie Gray
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:44:22 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Herbie Gray 
El Paseo Dr NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Christina Otero (pueblorezmom@gmail.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:38:35 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


We need to develop cleaner methods of producing energy!


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.
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-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Christina  Otero 
30 Rainbow Street 
Sandia Pueblo , NM 87004
pueblorezmom@gmail.com
(505) 867-5389


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Joan Bowden
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:45:38 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Joan Bowden 
1312 Nakomis Dr NE Unit H
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Albuquerque New Mexico 








From: Diane Alley
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:08:58 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
Diane Alley 
2520 Cll De Rincon Bonito
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Santa Fe New Mexico 








From: John Thayer
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Please strengthen the EMNRD rule before finalization
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:21:42 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


The rule’s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but there are still significant
weaknesses within it that need to be addressed. Please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 


* If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the
San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would
disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 


* We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities for the public to engage on
decision-making regionally. 


* The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a
set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.
That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule
must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to
comply. 


* OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline
capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t
follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 


* Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-
compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. 


* The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to
the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to
be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health
and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas
and that flares stay lit. 


* And the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and
instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the
pipeline. 
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New Mexico’s future is counting on your leadership. Please update these rules to more
meaningfully address the very severe threat of methane pollution coming from the oil and gas
industry.


Sincerely, 
John Thayer 
2191 NM-518
Rainsville, NM 87736 
Rainsville New Mexico 








From: Frances Browne (franbrowne@comcast.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:40:06 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


I am 88 years old. I have a modest income and due to New Mexico?s generosity toward the elderly, I pay no state
taxes.


But please, Governor, I would like to pay taxes to help, along with other seniors, to offset oil and gas revenues
which support our state and public schools. That way we would all be healthier, with less methane in our air and less
produced water threatening our water supply. It?s time for New Mexicans to pay for our own schools! We should
not be relying so much on oil and gas.  So please tighten the emissions rules, beef up inspection, and call on seniors
like me to do our part.


(You don?t have to read all the rest. ??)


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
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-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Frances Browne 
2975 Terrace Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88011
franbrowne@comcast.net
(575) 313-9720


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: John and Pj Liebson (jliebson@centurylink.net) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49:45 AM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


John and Pj Liebson 
7 Frasco Ct
Santa Fe, NM 87508
jliebson@centurylink.net
(505) 466-1871


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.








From: Don Parsons (tdparsons@msn.com) Sent You a Personal Message
To: WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07:33 PM


Dear Secretary Sarah Cottrell Propst,


Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and methane pollution.


New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation Division proposed rules to cut
ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to
protect our health, air, and climate.


More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted annually from oil and gas sites
across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to
children and the elderly.


The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? including San Juan, Eddy, Lea
and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future.
Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. It
will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico.


That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing
nation-leading methane rules.


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, consider
requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as
Colorado has adopted.


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please take the following issues into
consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule:


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian
Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino
communities in the San Juan Basin.


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual reporting requirements on
progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-making regionally.


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture
requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers
for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.


-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity and impose
sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn?t follow through and down the road
seeks permission to flare.


-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and flaring reporting, OCD
should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and
flaring data that is reported.


-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more damaging to the climate than
flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should
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only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that
flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.


-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns,
and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the
work and reinjected into the pipeline.


Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane pollution and ozone precursors
coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,


Don Parsons  
498 Christine Dr.
Las Vegas , NM 87701
tdparsons@msn.com
(505) 425-5867


This message was sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at Sierra Club
Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500.





