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Managing your account just got simpler!
We offer several convenient options for you to take care of your bill today:

Pay Online by Credit Card
Quickly and securely pay via our portal at: https://scs.abqpubco.com/billing

We accept Mastercard, VISA, AMEX and Discover.

Pay by ACH
Bank Name: JP MORGAN CHASE

Routing Number: 028000024, Account Number: 20000045624911

Pay by Check
Please make check payable to: Albuquerque Publishing Company

Mail to: Albuquerque Publishing Company
Dept 880697

PO Box 29650
Phoenix, AZ 85038 9650

Introducing our new E-Billing Portal!
View your advertising history, access tearsheets, and manage invoices all in one convenient place.

Contact us to get set up today, or whenever you need help with your account.
Email: creditdept@abqpubco.com | Call: (505)823-3220



NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
RULEMAKING 

The State of New Mexico, En­
ergy, Minerals and Natural Re­
sources Department (EMNRD), 
Forestry Division hereby gives 
notice of the following pro­
posed rulemaking. EMNRD 
proposes to adopt rule 19.20.7 
NMAC, Timber Grading Cer­
tification Program. 

Purpose of Rule. EMNRD pro­
poses this rule to create the 
Timber Gradin� Certification 
Program, as directed by the 
Timber Grading Act, NMSA 
1978, Sections 68-6-1 through 
68-6-4. The rule establishes a
statewide system through 
which sawmill owners and 
sawmill employees may re­
ceive certification to grade and 
label structural timber milled in 
New Mexico. The program is 
designed to allow NM-graded 
timber to be used in residential 
and commercial construction 
statewide, consistent with New 
Mexico building codes. The 
proposed rule establishes: (a) 
requirements for certification; 
(b) training components of the
program; (c) qualification stan­
dards for program instructors; 
(d) a state-specific grading and 
labeling system for structural 
timber; and (e) grounds and 
processes for the suspension 
or revocation of certificates. 

Legal Author!�. EMNRD pro­
poses the ru e under the 
authority of the Timber Grading 
Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 
68-6-1 through 68-6-4 and
NMSA 1978 Section 9-1-5(E), 
which authorize the Forestry 
Division to promulgate rules 
necessary to implement the
Act. 

The full text of the proposed 
rule Is available from Erm 

c roy at 490-7378 or 
erin.mcelroy emnrd.nm�ov or
can be viewed on the E NRD, 
Forestry Division's website at 
htt�s://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/
\W l1c-meetmgs-heanngsl or at 

e ForestryO1v1s1on office at 
1220 South St. Francis Drive, 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 or at its 
offices in Chama, Cimarron, 
Las Vegas, Rio Rancho, 
Socorro, Capitan, and Silver 
City. An electronic copy can be 
viewed here: electronically 
here: https:llwww.emnrd.nm. 
gov/sfd/wp-content/uploads/ 
siles/4/19.20.7 I 1mber 
Grading Certificate Program -
Proposea.pdf 

Public Hearing and Com­
ment. EMNAD will hold a pub­
llcfiearing on the proposed 
rule at 9:00 a.m. on August 14, 
2026, at the Wendell Chino 
Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 
South St. Francis Drive, Santa 
Fe, NM 87505. Those wishing 
to attend and participate virtu­
ally may join using one of the 
following: 

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join from the meeting link: 
htlps://teams.microsoft.com/ 
meetl24129514234687?p=JOg 
N9PeGI VcY1�dJt
Meeting [D: 41 295 142 346 
87 
Passcode: nQ3m28MJ 

Dial In by phone 
+1 505-312-4308

Phone conierence ID: 380 578 
692# 

Those wishing to comment on 
the proposed rule may make 
oral comments or submit in­
formation at the hearing or may 
submit written comments by 
August 13, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. 
by mail or email. Please mail 
written comments to Erin 
McElroy, EMNRD, Forestry Di­
vision, 1220 South St. Francis 
Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505 or 
submit comments by email to 
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov. 

Technical Information that 
served as a basis for the 
proposed rule Include: 
- 11mber Grading Act, NMSA
1978, Sections 68-6-1 through 
68-6-4

Copies of the technical in­
formation can be obtained from 
Erin McElroy at (505) 490-7378 
or by email at erin.mcelroy@ 
emnrd.nm.gov or can be 
viewed on the EMNRD, For­
estry Division's website at 
htt�s://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/
pu hc-meet1ngs-heanngsl. 

If you are an Individual with 
a d1sablhtffi who needs a
reader, amp7tier, qualified sign 
language interpreter, or any 
other form of auxiliary aid or 
se1Vice to attend or participate 
in the hearing, eiease contact 
Erin McElroy at (505) 490-7378 
or through the New Mexico 
R e l a y  N e t w o r k  a t  
1-800-659-1779 at least two
weeks prior to the hearing. 
Public documents can be pro­
vided in various accessible for­
mats. Please contact Erin 
McElroy at (505) 490-7378 or 
by email at erin.mcelroy@ 
emnrd.nm. ov if a summary or 
o er accessible format is
needed. 

Journal: July 12, 2026 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 
 
The State of New Mexico, Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD), Forestry Division 
hereby gives notice of the following proposed rulemaking. EMNRD proposes to adopt rule 19.20.7 NMAC, Timber 
Grading Certification Program. 
 
Purpose of Rule.  EMNRD proposes this rule to create the Timber Grading Certification Program, as directed by 
the Timber Grading Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 68‑6‑1 through 68‑6‑4. The rule establishes a statewide system 
through which sawmill owners and sawmill employees may receive certification to grade and label structural timber 
milled in New Mexico. The program is designed to allow NM‑graded timber to be used in residential and 
commercial construction statewide, consistent with New Mexico building codes. The proposed rule establishes: (a) 
requirements for certification; (b) training components of the program; (c) qualification standards for program 
instructors; (d) a state-specific grading and labeling system for structural timber; and (e) grounds and processes for 
the suspension or revocation of certificates. 
 
Legal Authority.  EMNRD proposes the rule under the authority of the Timber Grading Act, Sections 68‑6‑1 
through 68‑6‑4 NMSA 1978, and Subsection E of Section 9‑1‑5 NMSA 1978, which authorize the Forestry Division 
to promulgate rules necessary to implement the Act.  
 
The full text of the proposed rule is available from Erin McElroy at (505) 490-7378 or 
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov or can be viewed on the EMNRD, Forestry Division’s website at 
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/public-meetings-hearings/ or at the Forestry Division office at 1220 South St. 
Francis Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505 or at its offices in Chama, Cimarron, Las Vegas, Rio Rancho, Socorro, Capitan, 
and Silver City. An electronic copy can be viewed here: electronically here: https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/19.20.7_Timber_Grading_Certificate_Program_Proposed.pdf 
 
Public Hearing and Comment.  EMNRD will hold a public hearing on the proposed rule at 9:00 a.m. on August 
14, 2026, at the Wendell Chino Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 South St. Francis Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505. Those 
wishing to attend and participate virtually may join using one of the following: 
 
Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join from the meeting link: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/24129514234687?p=JQ9N9PeGTVcYjjodJt 
Meeting ID: 241 295 142 346 87 
Passcode: nQ3m28MJ 
 
Dial in by phone 
+1 505-312-4308 
Phone conference ID: 380 578 692# 
 
Those wishing to comment on the proposed rule may make oral comments or submit information at the hearing or 
may submit written comments by August 13, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. by mail or email. Please mail written comments to 
Erin McElroy, EMNRD, Forestry Division, 1220 South St. Francis Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505 or submit comments 
by email to erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov. 
 
Technical Information that served as a basis for the proposed rule include: 
Timber Grading Act, Sections 68‑6‑1 through 68‑6‑4 NMSA 1978. 
 
Copies of the technical information can be obtained from Erin McElroy at (505) 490-7378 or by email at 
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov or can be viewed on the EMNRD, Forestry Division’s website at 
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/public-meetings-hearings/. 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who needs a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any 
other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing, please contact Erin McElroy at (505) 



490-7378 or through the New Mexico Relay Network at 1-800-659-1779 at least two weeks prior to the hearing.
Public documents can be provided in various accessible formats. Please contact Erin McElroy at (505) 490-7378 or
by email at erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov if a summary or other accessible format is needed.



From: McCarthy, Laura, EMNRD
To: Raúl Burciaga (raul.burciaga@nmlegis.gov); randall.cherry@nmlegis.gov
Cc: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD
Subject: EMNRD Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to NM Legislative Council Service
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026 10:25:08 AM
Attachments: Public Notice Timber Grading Certification Program EMNRD.pdf

19.20.7 Timber Grading Certificate Program Proposed.pdf
image002.png

Dear Interim Director Burciaga and Deputy Director Cherry:

The Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD), Forestry Division hereby
gives notice, pursuant to the State Rules Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 14-4-1 et seq., that it is
proposing a new rule to create the Timber Grading Certification Program as directed by NMSA
1978, Section 68-6-3(A)(4), the Timber Grading Act. Pursuant to the Timber Grading Act, the
rule establishes a timber grading certificate program, including rules for the awarding of
certificates, training components of the program, qualification of program instructors, and
grounds and processes for the suspension or revocation of certificates. 

The Forestry Division is scheduled to hold a hearing on the proposed rule on August
14, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. at the Wendell Chino Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 S. St. Francis Drive,
Santa Fe, NM 87505. A copy of the proposed rule and hearing notice are included for your
convenience.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the proposed rule, please contact Erin McElroy,
Forest Resilience Officer, at 505-490-7378 or erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov.

Best regards,
Laura

Laura McCarthy
State Forester/Forestry Division Director
New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department
505-490-2954



From: Speedy, Krystal, EDD
To: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD; Romero, Isaac, EDD
Cc: McCarthy, Laura, EMNRD
Subject: FW: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Timber Grading Certification Program 19.20.7 NMAC
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2026 3:58:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Public Notice Timber Grading Certification Program EMNRD.pdf
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Good afternoon, Erin,

Thank you, I have received it.

The current point of contact for the SBRAC is Deputy Romero.

Thank you!

Best,

Krystal Speedy-Hite
Business Operations Analyst, Outdoor Recreation Division
Executive Assistant to Cabinet Secretary Rob Black
Economic Development New Mexico
(505) 500-9589 | krystal.speedy@edd.nm.gov
NMOutside.com

From: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD <Erin.McElroy@emnrd.nm.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2026 3:36 PM
To: Speedy, Krystal, EDD <krystal.speedy@edd.nm.gov>
Cc: McCarthy, Laura, EMNRD <Laura.McCarthy@emnrd.nm.gov>
Subject: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Timber Grading Certification Program 19.20.7 NMAC

Good afternoon Krystal,

The Forestry Division is sending notice of proposed rulemaking. Our records indicate you are
the current contact to pass this along to the SBRAC, but please let me know if this has
changed.

Thanks,
Erin



June 24, 2026

Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee c/o Krystal Speedy
Economic Development Department
1100 S. St. Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Sent via e-mail to krystal.speedy@edd.nm.gov

RE: Proposed Rulemaking for Timber Grading Certification Program, 19.20.7 NMAC

Dear Chair and Members of the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Commission; 

The Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, Forestry Division, hereby gives
notice, pursuant to the Small Business Regulatory Relief Act, NMSA 1978, Section 14-4A-1, et
seq., that it is proposing a new rule to create the Timber Grading Certification Program as
directed by NMSA 1978, Section 68-6-3(A)(4), the Timber Grading Act. Pursuant to the Timber
Grading Act, the rule establishes a timber grading certificate program, including rules for the
awarding of certificates, training components of the program, qualification of program
instructors, and grounds and processes for the suspension or revocation of certificates. 

The Forestry Division is scheduled to hold a hearing on the proposed rule on August
14, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. at the Wendell Chino Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 S. St. Francis Drive,
Santa Fe, NM 87505. A copy of the proposed rule and hearing notice are included for your
convenience.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the proposed rule, please contact me at 505-490-
7378 or erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov.

Sincerely,  
Erin McElroy
Forest Resilience Officer
New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department
Forestry Division
505-490-7378



From: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD
To: EMNRD-FD - FIELD; EMNRD-FD - SF
Subject: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 19.20.7 Timber Grading Certification Program
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 8:36:45 AM
Attachments: 19.20.7 Timber Grading Certificate Program Proposed.pdf
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Good morning,
 
The Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD), Forestry Division gives
notice, pursuant to the State Rules Act (NMSA 1978, Sections 14‑4‑1 et seq.), that the 30‑day
public comment period is now open for the proposed rule to establish the Timber Grading
Certification Program, as directed by the Timber Grading Act (NMSA 1978, Section 68‑6‑3(A)
(4)).
 
The proposed rule outlines the structure of the certification program, including how certificates
will be issued, the required training, instructor qualifications, and the process for suspending or
revoking certificates.
 
A public hearing on the proposed rule will be held on August 14, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the
Wendell Chino Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 S. St. Francis Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505. Virtual
participation will also be available. A copy of the proposed rule and the hearing notice are
attached for reference.
 
If you have any questions about the proposed rule, please contact me at 505‑490‑7378 or
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov.
 
Thank you,
Erin
Erin McElroy
Forest Resilience Officer
New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department
Forestry Division
505-490-7378
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov
 

 





Erin
 
From: Branch, Dennis, SRCA <Dennis.Branch@srca.nm.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2026 2:50 PM
To: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD <Erin.McElroy@emnrd.nm.gov>
Cc: McCarthy, Laura, EMNRD <Laura.McCarthy@emnrd.nm.gov>; Foster, William, EMNRD
<William.Foster@emnrd.nm.gov>
Subject: RE: Notice of Rulemaking for Timber Grading Certification Program

 
Good afternoon Erin,
 
Your notice looks good and will be published in Issue 13, July 14, 2026.
Yes, you will need to provide an FY27 purchase order before the publication date.
 
I made some significant formating edits to your draft rule and there’s a couple of comment bubbles
you should address before your draft gets posted.  They are regarding (1) without a (2), (a) without a
(b) which is not allowed in rulemaking. 
 
Those can be fixed in a couple of different ways, either come up with a second paragraph or
subparagraph, or make the (1) or (a) text a part of the preceding sentence.   
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Dennis M. Branch
Editor, New Mexico Register
Administrative Law Division
Office: 505-476-7923, Mobile: 505-577-6870
dennis.branch@srca.nm.gov
 

1205 Camino Carlos Rey,
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507
 
 
 
From: McElroy, Erin, EMNRD <Erin.McElroy@emnrd.nm.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2026 12:05 PM
To: Branch, Dennis, SRCA <Dennis.Branch@srca.nm.gov>
Cc: McCarthy, Laura, EMNRD <Laura.McCarthy@emnrd.nm.gov>; Foster, William, EMNRD
<William.Foster@emnrd.nm.gov>



Subject: Notice of Rulemaking for Timber Grading Certification Program

 
Good afternoon Dennis,
 
The Forestry Division is requesting publication in the NM Register on July 14, 2026, for the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for the Timber Grading Certification Program, 19.20.7 NMAC.
Attached are the following documents:

Billing information sheet
Public Notice
Proposed Timber Grading Certificate Program Rule
Current PO (as discussed, we will likely need to close this PO and issue a new one due
to the fiscal year turnover and anticipated billing timeline)

 
Please let me know if you need anything further to process this request.
 
Thank you!
Erin
 
Erin McElroy
Forest Resilience Officer
New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department
Forestry Division
505-490-7378
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov
 

 





 
3. 2027 NM Youth Conservation Corps Request for Proposals now live!

a. Proposals due: 4:00 pm September 23, 2026
b. Up to $225,000 available per application
c. Two preproposal webinars to be offered on July 22 and August 19
d. Find links and additional details in the attached flyer

 
4. Beneficial Fire Summit

a. The first ever-Beneficial Fire Summit will be held in San Diego, CA from December
7-1, 2026

b. Call for proposals now open and due by 9/1/2026: Call for Proposals – Beneficial
Fire Summit

c. More details available here: Beneficial Fire Summit
 

5. UNM Continuing Education Opportunity: Technologies for Utilization of Forest
Biomass

a. UNM, Highlands, and NMSU are offering a continuing education survey course
covering established and emerging technologies for managing woody biomass in
New Mexico. The course emphasizes economic uses for small‑diameter timber,
thinned trees, slash, burnt wood, and other forest materials typically considered
waste or wildfire fuel.

b. Further details are available in the attached flyer.
 
Thank you and please share with your networks.
 
Best,
Erin
 
Erin McElroy
Forest Resilience Officer
New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department
Forestry Division
505-490-7378
erin.mcelroy@emnrd.nm.gov
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