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Hello, 

After listening to the March 1 Public Meeting replay, I have suggestions to add to
supplement my prior comments below. 

Again, retain day use fees with, day use annual passes, and most importantly the overnight
camping annual pass. 

An increase up to $360 for the overnight annual camping pass, inclusive of dumping and
paddle board / kayak launch privileges, would be practical and palatable.

It was noted in the meeting that NM State Parks has requested approval for multi-stage price
increases and has been denied. If that is the case, make a small increase now, and reinvestigate
another increase the following year. There is more than one way to achieve the same end
result. 

Thank you,

Charles Sanchez
505-589-8352
csanche9@gmail.com

On Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 5:24 PM CS <csanche9@gmail.com> wrote:
As a frequent patron of NM State Parks, I appreciate the notice and opportunity to voice my
concerns in advance of the proposed changes being finalized. 

Over the past six years, my family - both immediate and extended - significantly increased
our utilization of this public service as an affordable means of spending time together,
particularly camping. This allows time to be spent with the people we care about but do not
otherwise get to see on a regular basis, without the burden of feeling common social burdens
like the need to fill gaps in conversation - you can simply enjoy the proximity. When
describing the experience, I've compared camping to living in a private cul de sac with my
family, but just on the weekends. Nothing else provides the same experience, and it has
enabled my family to become closer, especially after the loss of my mother who otherwise
previously fulfilled that responsibility. My hope is that my children go to adulthood with the
same appreciation for nature and camping that I've acquired. 

The purpose of this backstory is to emphasize the negative impact my family will experience
if the proposed changes are approved. In 2023, my family spent over 40 nights within a state
park. Availability of an annual camping pass played a significant role in making this a
possibility. In comparison, within the same budget constraint after accounting for the
proposed price hikes, my family will be able to afford two camping trips in 2025, assuming
each trip is two nights of primitive camping with a sewage dump at the end and launching
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two non-motorized kayaks each day. 

The projections associated with the proposed changes paint a picture of positive impact, but
fail to account for real-world variables that result in negative impact, most notably loss in
patronage. As noted, I've leveraged camping in NM state parks as an affordable family
activity, which is the primary reason I can participate so frequently. I'm confident that if NM
State Parks conducted a demographic study of their patrons, they would find that an
overwhelming majority fall within the low to middle class income brackets. Returning to the
budget example previously noted, the proposed cost increase represents over a 1,000%
increase in cost per two-night/three-day camping trip compared to my current costs via an
annual pass. If we omit the annual camping pass savings and consider nightly rates, we are
still looking at a 500% increase in cost per trip. Your low to middle class patrons will now
longer be able to justify or afford overnight camping nearly as much as they did historically
- it makes a weekend on the couch, allocating funds to streaming services more and more
appealing and justified. This factor significantly skews the proposal's projections, which
assume historical patronage levels will be maintained. 

It is also critical that the longer term effects be considered. With the rate of technological
development and advances, younger generations are already showing a declining interest in
outdoor activities, opting instead for device-based experiences that can easily be facilitated
at home. I take my children camping on a regular basis in hopes that they will perceive the
same value I have in our natural resources and continue to utilize the parks system
throughout their lives, with their future families. The chances of that happening decline
significantly if I can no longer justify the cost of camping with them on a regular basis.
These are NM State Park's potential, future customers. Without younger generations'
interest, state parks will quickly become obsolete. 

Lastly, I'd like to point out that elimination of day pass fees is inappropriately presented as a
benefit in this proposal. Of all my visits to NM State Parks in 2023, not one was a day visit.
Day visits require that I either be wealthy enough to own property within proximity of the
park or pay to stay in a hotel the night I visit, or accept the burden of a lengthy drive home
each night. This change benefits only those residents in upper income brackets, not the
majority of your patrons. 

While I understand the need to account for inflation, at a real-world customer cost increase
of 500%+ per weekend camping trip, NM State Parks can no longer claim to provide a
public service. The parks instead become a luxury that many can no longer justify. I urge
NM State Parks to continue to charge day pass fees, reconsider elimination of the annual
camping pass, and propose a new plan that implements the inflation-based price increases
over a significantly longer period of time as opposed to decades'-worth all at once. 

Thank you,

Charles Sanchez
505-589-8352
csanche9@gmail.com

On Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 2:53 PM New Mexico Department of Game & Fish

mailto:csanche9@gmail.com


<nmdgf@public.govdelivery.com> wrote:

This message is being shared on behalf of our partners at New Mexico State
Parks.

New Mexico State
Parks Division
Proposes
Changes to Fee
Structure and
Park Rules

SP

NM State Parks Division is reaching out to our loyal customers to provide you with
important information regarding proposed changes to our fees structure and park
rules.

State Parks has 35 locations in 25 of New Mexico’s 33 counties. State Parks rely
heavily on self-generated revenue through entrance and camping fees,
concessions, and other related revenue streams to accomplish its mission of
enhancing natural and cultural resources, providing first-class recreational and
education facilities and opportunities, and promoting public safety to benefit and
enrich the lives of more than five million visitors each year. State Park’s current
fees, which are set by rule, have not been updated in decades and have not kept
pace with inflation. NM State Parks are decades behind surrounding states when it
comes to our fees structure. Adjustments are necessary to better support park
operations and maintain our beautiful landscapes with diverse natural and cultural
resources for future generations.

To address these concerns, NM State Parks Division completed an extensive
evaluation of our fees structure and compared our rates to surrounding states as
well as considered the impacts of inflation. The principal objective of the Fees
Study was to explore options to adjust fees to address that gap to both improve the
agency’s financial position while also enhancing the Division’s mission to maintain
affordable state park access for New Mexico citizens and visitors to our state.
Based on the completed study, the NM State Parks Division has proposed several
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revisions to our rules.

Key recommendations from our Fees Study include:

• Elimination of day-use fees for New Mexico residents.
• Implementation of a non-resident day-use fee.
• Eliminating Annual Passes.
• Adjusting camping and utility fees.
• Adjusting boat registration and launching fees.
• Adjusting entrance fees at Living Desert Zoo and Gardens State Park and
Smokey Bear Historical Park.

The NM State Parks Division is in the process of soliciting public input on our
recommended rule revisions. We are holding informational meetings across the
state to provide information on our recommendations to the public. We encourage
you to review our recommendations and meeting schedule in full on our website at
http://www.emnrd.nm.gov/spd/public-meetings/. To submit comments on our
proposed revisions, please email EMNRD-ParksComments@emnrd.nm.gov or
mail your comments to EMNRD-State Parks Division, 1220 S. St. Francis Dr.,
Santa Fe, NM 87505.

Questions?
Contact Us
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