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HOW TO USE THIS PLAN

The Rio Grande Trail Master Plan provides a common vision and work
plan for developing the Rio Grande Trail. It offers technical direction for
staff across the state working to implement the Plan, through trail design
guidance, alignment alternatives analysis, and funding strategies. The Plan
also provides inspiration and guidance for New Mexicans and trail users
wanting to learn more about the trail vision and what it may mean for their
community.

The Rio Grande Trail Master Plan and website are designed to inspire New Mexican residents, and

other potential users, to get excited about the trail,its future development and management, and the
educational and economic potential it holds for New Mexican communities. Paging through the plan or
perusing the website quickly reveals the amount of work that has already been accomplished. Maps of the
proposed trail alignment, the vision for the trail, and colorful graphics provide accessible entry points for
community members, trail advocates, and local decision makers who want to follow along or get involved
with the trail building effort.

For those looking to learn more, the detailed analysis and recommendations should guide regional
collaboration across jurisdictions, facilitate trail management, support grant applications, and leverage
other trail planning efforts across the state. The details of the Master Plan can be used to seek high-level
consensus about where the trail should go and what it should look like. Community members, politicians,
trail advocates, state agency and local jurisdiction staff looking to dedicate more time to building the Rio
Grande Trail will find the information they need to advance trail designation, branding, management,
design, fundraising, and more!
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CHAPTER 1

THE RIO GRANDE

TRAIL VISION
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THE VISION

In 2015, state legislation (HB 563) solidified New Mexico’s vision of a 500-mile cross-state
recreational trail and established the Rio Grande Trail Commission to oversee its development.

As part of this master planning process, the Commission adopted the following vision statement:

“The Rio Grande Trail is New Mexico’s cross-state, recreational trail for hiking,
biking, and horseback riding along the Rio Grande. Trail users explore, learn
about, and connect with a tapestry of diverse natural habitats, rich history,
striking landscapes, and vibrant communities. The trail contributes to cultural
and environmental awareness, healthy lifestyles, spiritual growth, and economic
prosperity for New Mexico and its visitors.”

The Rio Grande Trail corridor includes three national wildlife refuges, six national monuments,
one national heritage area, and six state parks, touching nearly 10 counties and more than 22
cities or towns.

From an evening walk to a month-long expedition, the Rio Grande Trail offers a window into
the heart and soul of New Mexico and a journey through its exceptional natural and cultural
heritage.
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THE PLANNING FRAMEWORK

Planning for the Rio Grande Trail adheres to a clear set of principles established in the state law

NMSA 1978m section 9-SC-1 and consistent throughout every phase of the process. The statute

is quoted below and included in Appendix E.

THE PROPOSED TRAIL ALIGNMENT AND
DESIGN GUIDELINES SHALL:

ENSURE A VOLUNTARY PROCESS

‘only land that is expressly authorized by the owner, including
Indian nations, tribes or Pueblos, for inclusion in the Rio Grande
trail and not to be acquired by eminent domain”; “Eminent
domain shall not be used to establish or construct the Rio
Grande trail or features, facilities or enhancements associated
with the trail”

USE EXISTING TRAILS ALONG THE RIO GRANDE
CORRIDOR

“to the extent feasible, select existing trails for the route of the
Rio Grande trail”; “to the extent feasible, in the case of non-
motorized existing trails, avoid widening these trails;”

MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

‘ensure that any recommended designation, construction and
use of the trail will minimize environmental impacts”

PRESERVE SENSITIVE HABITATS

“endeavor to avoid areas of significant habitat value and ensure
that any recommended designation, design, construction or use
of the trail will minimize the impact on habitat”

PRIORITIZE NON-MOTORIZED USE

“in the case of new trails on public lands, construct the trails for
non-motorized use; provided, however, that such trails may, but
are not required to, be open to power-driven mobility devices
for individuals with mobility impairments”

THE MASTER PLANNING PROCESS
SHALL:

COORDINATE WITH EL CAMINO REAL
HISTORIC TRAIL

“The commission shall collaborate and cooperate with the
National Park Service’s historic trails project for the EIl Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail from Mexico to
northern New Mexico when appropriate”

ENGAGE WITH PARTNER AGENCIES

“consult with representatives of the following regarding issues
within their jurisdiction in development of the Rio Grande trail:
each of the conservancy or irrigation districts served by water
in the Rio Grande; acequias, counties, land grants, municipalities,
and Pueblos adjoining the Rio Grande.”

SEEK PUBLIC INPUT ON THE TRAIL ROUTE

“prior to making any final decisions regarding trail designation,
design and construction, hold public meetings to solicit public
input and allow for a written comment period”; “actively engage
the public in the planning process of the Rio Grande trail”



GOALS OF THE MASTER PLAN

The New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) commissioned
the Rio Grande Trail Master Plan based on the guidance of the state legislation?, and in
partnership with New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), Federal Highway

Administration(FWHA), and New Mexico Recreational Trails Program. The goals of the plan are to:

1 NMSA 1978m section 9-SC-1

o Leverage prior and current trail planning efforts to
establish a broadly accepted vision for New Mexico’s cross-
state Rio Grande Trail.

 Establish a common understanding of the nature and
character of the Rio Grande Trail across jurisdictions including
its physical look and feel and recommended strategies for
management and governance.

» Seek high-level consensus regarding the Rio Grande Trail
alignment for the purpose of interjurisdictional partnerships
for implementation, signage and branding, prioritizing project
funding, and tracking progress towards completion.

» Create a common master document that informs regional
collaboration and supports applications for federal, state,
philanthropic, and private sector grants.

 Elevate excitement for building a signature trail of national
importance among the public, funders, and elected officials.
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RIO GRANDE TRAIL
MASTER PLAN TIMELINE

To achieve these goals, the consultant team conducted the master planning process from
June 2017 through November 2018. The Rio Grande Trail Commission directed the master
planning process through quarterly meetings and work group meetings. Figure 1 shows the
master planning process timeline.
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sites along the corridor including existing rzsorlzriendaﬁons
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AUGUST APRIL NOVEMBER
Listening & 2017 Draft 2018 Draft Plan & 2018

Learning Alignments & Outreach
e learned about Outreach e Compiled draft
the context of the master plan

Rio Grande and
the surrounding
communities

Reviewed previous
Rio Grande corridor
and Trail studies

Identified other
long-distance trails
as instructive case
studies

Collaborated

with stakeholder
work groups for
project visioning

o Conducted

interviews with key
stakeholders

Organized first
Virtual Open House

Developed and
completed a multi-
step process to
review previously
proposed trail
alignments and
identify newly
recommended
alignment
alternatives

Figure 1: Rio Grande Trail Master Plan Timeline

Created trail design
guidelines

Studied cost
feasibility of key
segments

Organized second

Virtual Open
House
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TRAIL USES AND CONTEXT

The Rio Grande Trail tread will reflect the diverse environments and communities of New
Mexico. As the trail passes through remote natural areas, rural, and urban communities, the
trail design will flow and transition to complement the surrounding environment. Across

these changing designs, the trail will need to be accessible and comfortable for a range of trail
users. The Trail Facility Continuum and Trail User Typology outlined below summarize these
foundational elements of the Rio Grande Trail planning project. More information about the
typologies is available in Chapter 4: Threading Partnerships and in Appendix B: Rio Grande Trail
Design Guidelines.

Rio Grande Trail Facilities

To guide planning efforts, the Rio Grande Trail Facility
Continuum, shown in Figure 1, provides a high-level summary
of the types of trail found along the existing and proposed
passages of the Rio Grande Trail. The continuum is referenced
throughout the Master Plan to ensure that trail design,
development, management, and maintenance strategies reflect
the specific needs and characteristics of each trail type.

Backcountry Trail On-Ditch/Drain Service Road On-Levee Shared Use Path Sidepath

Unpaved Multi-Use Shoulder Bikeway Urban Bikeway
Roadway

A 4

MOST COMMON

Figure 2: Rio Grande Trail Facility Continuum
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Rio Grande Trail Users

Many different trail user groups will visit the Rio Grande Trail. The Rio Grande Trail will be designed to accommodate pedestrians

(including those using mobility devices and pushing strollers), hikers, cyclists, and equestrians, though not all users will have access on all
segments of the trail. Trail design and user access will vary based on the trail type and its context on any given section. Trail users access
trails in a variety of ways, ranging from local day trips to long-distance backcountry treks, and everything in between. By understanding
the unique characteristics and needs of every trail user along this spectrum, Rio Grande Trail managers can provide quality facilities and

L J
(d o 9 [
LOCAL WALKERS LOCAL MOUNTAIN EQUESTRIANS SECTION THROUGH
AND RUNNERS BICYCLISTS BIKERS HIKERS HIKERS

minimize user risk.

THROUGH TOURING
CYCLISTS

BIKE-
PACKERS

PADDLERS

A 4

Figure 3: Trail User Typology Continuum
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ADVENTURE

WHY DOES THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL MATTER?

O OF NEW MEXICAN RESIDENTS
o PARTICIPATE IN OUTDOOR
O RECREATION EACH YEAR. '

THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE OUTDOOR
RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOUSANDS OF NEW MEXICANS.
WITH BACKCOUNTRY SINGLE TRACK AND URBAN PATHWAYS, THE
RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL ENTICE ADVENTURE ENTHUSIASTS AND
RESIDENTS LOOKING TO TRY AN OUTDOOR ACTIVITY FOR THE
FIRST TIME.

/& EDUCATION

\

2

m

B EMPLOYMENT

AS THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WEAVES THROUGH MANY NEW MEXICAN
COMMUNITIES, EDUCATORS WILL USE THE RIVER PATH AS AN
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM. STUDENTS WILL TAKE FIELD TRIPS TO

5 LEARN ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY, CULTURE, ECOLOGY, AND GEOLOGY.

99,000 DIRECT JOBS AND $2.8 BILLION IN WAGES

THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL BE THE LATEST
ADDITION TO NEW MEXICO’S THRIVING OUTDOOR
, INDUSTRY, WHICH, AS OF 2017, ACCOUNTS FOR
4

DIRECT JOBS
AND SALARIES.?

..A Y

& AccEess

THOUGH THE RIVER RUNS THROUGH
SOME OF THE LARGEST CITIES IN THE
STATE, MANY NEW MEXICANS HAVE

NEVER VISITED THE RIO GRANDE.

THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL IMPROVE PUBLIC
ACCESS TO THE RIO GRANDE, WHICH WILL INCREASE
THE CONNECTION NEW MEXICANS HAVE TO THE
RIVER AND CULTIVATE RIVER STEWARDSHIP.?
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¥ HEALTH

. THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL PROVIDE AN ACCESSIBLE OPTION FOR
ACTIVE RECREATION AND TRANSPORTATION FOR ALL NEW MEXICANS.
COMMUNITIES THAT ENCOURAGE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY BY BUILDING
TRAILS SEE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
EXERCISING, WHICH BENEFITS PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLNESS.*

I8 TOURISM & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

$62
$9.9 BILLION

MILLION

IN STATE & LOCAL TAX REVENUE

IN 2017, OUTDOOR RECREATION IN NEW MEXICO ACCOUNTED FOR
$9.9 BILLION IN CONSUMER SPENDING, $623 MILLION IN STATE AND
LOCAL TAX REVENUE, AND MORE THAN TWICE AS MANY JOBS
DEPEND ON OUTDOOR RECREATION THAN ON THE ENERGY AND
MINING SECTORS COMBINED.®* THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL PROVIDE
OUTDOOR RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL TRANSLATE TO
ECONOMIC BENEFITS BY BRINGING INCREASED TOURISM, JOBS,
CONSUMER SPENDING, AND TAX REVENUE.

A SUSTAINABILITY

THE RIO GRANDE TRAIL WILL HELP PRESERVE IMPORTANT NATURAL
LANDSCAPES, LINK FRAGMENTED HABITAT, PROTECT PLANT AND
ANIMAL SPECIES, AND IMPROVE AIR AND WATER QUALITY. ¢

2017 New Mexico Report. Outdoor Recreation Association.
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/OIA_RecEcoState_NM.pdf

2 2017 New Mexico Report. Outdoor Recreation Association.
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/OIA_RecEcoState_NM.pdf

3 Rumpler, John. “Rio Grande Trail to Benefit New Mexico's Economy, Environment, and Health.” Environment America. January 9, 2008.
+ Benefits of Trails. Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. 2018. https://www.railstotrails.org/experience-trails/benefits-of-trails/

s 2017 New Mexico Report. Outdoor Recreation Association.
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/OIA_RecEcoState_NM.pdf

6 Benefits of Trails. Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. 2018. https://www.railstotrails.org/experience-trails/benefits-of-trails/
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CHAPTER 2

NEW MEXICO’S

TAPESTRY
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A RICH HISTORY

The Rio Grande Trail follows the Rio Grande corridor and is intended to provide access to and
celebrate the rich history of New Mexico. The diverse cultures and historic landscapes found
along the Rio Grande reflect a history of human habitation that stretches back at least 11,000
years.

The importance of the Rio Grande to the State of New Mexico cannot be overstated. More
than 64% of the state’s population, or about 1.3 million people, live in a county traversed by

the Rio Grande. Of the four largest municipalities in the state, three are located directly on

the Rio Grande (Albuguerque, Las Cruces, and Rio Rancho), while the fourth — Santa Fe — sits
within biking distance of the river (15 miles). Both the main campuses of the University of New
Mexico and New Mexico State University are within five miles. Between these major population
centers, approximately 50 municipalities, 11 Pueblos, many informal settlements or colonias,
and countless agricultural centers rely on the Rio Grande for food, water, and recreation. As the
central artery of New Mexico for all of its recorded history, the Rio Grande corridor has
been a priority route and a well-worn path for more than a thousand years. The vision of the
Rio Grande Trail links the present-day world to these ancient roots.

NEW MEXICO RIO GRANDE TRAIL MASTER PLAN | 17
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VIBRANT LANDSCAPES

The Rio Grande, also called the Rio Bravo in Mexico, is the 5th longest river in North America.
The river emerges as a snow-fed stream at about 12,000 feet in the San Juan Mountains of
Colorado, and flows through mountains, steep canyons, arid high mesas, plateaus, semi-arid
scrublands, and lowland subtropics for approximately 1,900 miles before emptying into the Gulf
of Mexico. While a portion is used for drinking water in municipalities, such as Albuquerque and
Truth or Consequences, the vast majority of the river’s flow is used for agricultural purposes.

Featuring prominently in Wild West lore and geo-political debate, the Rio Grande is an enigma
of American cultural history. The reality of life in communities along the river is as variable
as the two nations through which it courses, with an astonishing tapestry of intersecting
cultural and geographic landscapes. \While the Rio Grande represents the U.S./Mexico border
for more than one thousand miles, it ties communities together in a figurative and literal sense.
Cities and economies share the river and its assets, from national parks that parallel each other
on either side of the border to cash crops such as pecans and citrus fruits. The Rio Grande Trail
presents a unique opportunity to tell the stories of these communities through a recreation and
transportation asset that all can enjoy.



Northern New Mexico

The Rio Grande runs the full length of New Mexico north to
south for 470 miles. At the Colorado border in the arid plains of
Cerro La Olla, the river quickly cuts into the Rio Grande Gorge.
Also known as the Taos Gorge, this eponymous protected

area of 1,000 foot cliffs, river rapids, hot springs, and mesas
forms one of two sections of the Rio Grande that fall within the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (the other in Big Bend
National Park). Other major cultural and physical landscapes
along the northern New Mexico stretch include the White Rock
Canyon of the Jemez Mountains, the agricultural Espanola
Valley where the first Spanish settlement was located, and
Bandelier National Monument, home to magnificently preserved
ancient Pueblo cliff dwellings. Nearby, the Kasha-Katuwe Tent
Rocks National Monument is a major destination for locals and
visitors with beautiful hikes in narrow slot canyons.

'
{
{
[
i
i
(-

Central New Mexico

South of Bandelier National Monument, La Bajada forms the
transition to a more urban, agricultural zone that follows the
river south to the Texas border. In central New Mexico the

river courses through the arid high desert and many Pueblos,
including Cochiti Pueblo, Kewa Pueblo, San Felipe Pueblo, Santa
Ana Pueblo, Sandia Pueblo, and Isleta Pueblo. This region is
typified by the traditional acequia irrigation system landscapes
used by Native American and Spanish farmers. Unofficial foot
paths follow arroyos and acequias along drainage corridors
through the bosque, or Cottonwood forests. In Albuquerque,
many of these paths connect to the popular Paseo del Bosque
Trail, which runs on the river levee across the city limits. Further
south near San Antonio, the river flows through the Bosque

del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, home to marshlands and
popular for birdwatchers.

Southern New Mexico

In southern New Mexico, the shallow river is a ribbon of

green in the arid Chihuahuan Desert. Here the river is the
lifeblood for communities that rely on tourism, such as Truth
or Consequences and Mesilla, as well as major agricultural
production of crops such as chiles, cotton, grapes, and pecans.
The Elephant Butte Reservoir stores much of the water for
growing these crops, and Elephant Butte Lake State Park is

the state’s biggest attraction for water recreation and largest
state park. The White Sands and Organ Mountains-Desert
Peaks National Monuments serve as spectacular recreation
destinations in this region. Near Las Cruces, the influence from
Mexico on the culture, architecture, and food is palpable. New
residents from Mexico add to New Mexico’s complex cultural
blend. The sunny climate feeds growing retirement communities,
and the proximity to the border results in a variety of colonias

- informal settlements that may lack basic services such as
running water.
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PUBLIC LANDS

Public lands are a prominent part of the New Mexico’s unique tapestry and an essential
opportunity for bringing the Rio Grande Trail to life. Around 35% of the state is federally-owned,
with other public land owned by state (Table 1) and local governments. The Rio Grande Trail
corridor includes three national wildlife refuges, 11 national monuments, one national heritage
area, and six state parks, touching nearly 10 counties and more than 22 cities or towns. The

Rio Grande Trail will traverse land owned and/or managed by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS),
National Park Service (NPS), and EMNRD State Parks Division, making these agencies key
partners in the trail effort. The Bureau of Reclamation is another key partner that owns land
along the Rio Grande corridor. In addition to working with land owners, the Rio Grande Trail
effort will also coordinate with land managers. Specific roles for public agencies and other trail
partners are outlined in Chapter 4.

20 | NEW MEXICO RIO GRANDE TRAIL MASTER PLAN

FEDERAL
Bureau of Land . . - . . .
USDA Forest Service Fish and Wildlife Service National Park Service State Parks
Management
14,093,947 acres 9,225,183 acres 332,058 acres 466,709 acres 11,448 acres
18.12% 11.86% 0.43% 0.60% >0.25%

TABLE 1: STATE AND FEDERAL LAND OWNERSHIP IN
NEW MEXICO'

*Vincent, Carol; Hanson, Laura; Arguenta, Carla. “Federal Land Ownership: Over view and
Data. Congressional Research Service. March 3,2017 and Energy, Minerals, and Natural
Resources Department State Parks Division. Staff Report 2018

Rio Arriba

Santa

Map A: Public Lands in New Mexico



STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

New Mexican residents, partner
organizations, and local jurisdictions are all
parts of the tapestry that makes up New
Mexico's unique context. They each bring
distinct perspectives, ideas, and desires for
the Rio Grande Trail vision. Including these
voices and weaving them into the plan for the
Rio Grande Trail is important to ensure that
the planis achievable and that it embodies
an authentic sense of place. The stakeholder
engagement process for the Rio Grande Trail
Master Plan included several components:

Rio Grande Trail Commission meetings

Stakeholder work groups

Two Virtual Open Houses

Project website and emails

e Interviews

Rio Grande Trail Commission

The Rio Grande Trail is being developed with the support

of more than 100 organizations, agencies, and volunteer
groups working across the state. To support that effort, New
Mexico’s Legislature passed House Bill 563 that created the
Rio Grande Trail Commission and the Rio Grande Trail Fund.
The Commission is a group of public officials, agency staff, and
other leaders tasked with the creation of the Rio Grande Trail.
The commission is administered and staffed by EMNRD. The
commission members are established in state law.! Secretaries
or their designees and the Governor may appoint other
members.

Work Groups

The Rio Grande Trail Commission established six work groups
to support ongoing efforts to develop the Rio Grande Trail.
These volunteer coalitions include members from across the
state contributing time and talent towards specific aspects

of the trail planning and development process. Work group
discussions provided key insights that informed Rio Grande Trail

recommendations. The work groups focused on the following six

categories:

« Interagency Coordination e User Groups, and

e Communications e Design and Management.
e Resources

o Alignment

1 NMSA 1978m section 9-SC-1

KEY FINDINGS

The Rio Grande Trail is a link to thousands of years of history
and is also “history in the making” as the creation of a new
signature asset for the United States.

The trail should be a dynamic learning environment,
capitalizing on the multitude of educational opportunities it
affords.

Create an environmentally sustainable trail that also connects
people with the Rio Grande and fosters environmental
stewardship and awareness.

Consider the range of users for this trail and their varying
needs.

Foster a courteous trail environment.

Ensure a positive, comfortable, and safe user experience,
whether for day trips or long treks, including basic amenities
like access to water, food, and lodging.

Engage local communities in the identification of the physical
trail alignment, promotional partnerships, and future spur
trails.

Stakeholders value the trail’s contribution to the physical,
mental, and spiritual health of users and of the community
members that live along its corridor.

NEW MEXICO RIO GRANDE TRAIL MASTER PLAN | 21
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Project Website and E-mails

The project website http://www.riograndetrailnm.com/ became
public in the fall of 2017. In addition to general information
about the Rio Grande Trail master planning process, the website
offered a contact form for visitors to share their thoughts on
the trail and join the project listserv. As they developed, draft
documents were posted to the website and blog for public
review.

Virtual Open Houses

The Virtual Open House is an online public engagement tool
used to explain the master planning process, share findings,

and seek feedback from interested New Mexicans across the
state. As shown in Map B, the Virtual Open House offered an
outreach tool that could reach the project’s large study area.
The first Virtual Open House was available for four weeks in
late fall 2017. During that time, nearly 1,000 people responded
to the survey. In the fall of 2018, approximately 800 people
participated in the second Virtual Open House, which was
available for three weeks. Over 80% of participants in the
second Virtual Open House had not participated in the first one.

These surveys allowed the project team to share information
and hear from interested community members across the state.
The Virtual Open Houses were useful because they:

e provided transparency,

» created awareness and informed people of the purpose and
outcomes,

e provide data on the aspects of the trail that are most
compelling to New Mexicans, and

e complement in-depth stakeholder outreach.

CENTRAL
REGION:

258

LOWER
SOUTHERN:

133

Map B: Fall 2017 Virtual Open House Participation by Region

KEY FINDINGS FROM VIRTUAL OPEN
HOUSE #1

» Participants are willing to travel to visit a long-distance trail.

o Access to nature is viewed as the most important trail benefit.

e Avariety of trail uses are likely to be popular.

e Most participants are interested in historic and cultural tours,
as well as birding or wildlife viewing experiences along the trail.

* For hospitality provisions, campsites and showers/bathrooms
are clear favorites.

NORTH
REGION:

229

UPPER
SOUTHERN:

C Y.

KEY FINDINGS FROM VIRTUAL OPEN
HOUSE #2

 Participants envision a Rio Grande Trail that fosters
geographic connections between the natural environment
and communities, provides outdoor recreational
opportunities, and highlights the exhilarating natural beauty
of the state.

o To promote the Rio Grande Trail, participants expressed
the most support for community events, the Gateway
Community Program, partnering with the State Tourism
Department, and trail branding.



Stakeholder Meetings

For the last several years, the Rio Grande Trail Commission

met regularly and held meetings throughout the state. These
meetings were well attended by a diverse and interested public
and non-profit organizations such as cycling, equestrian, and
hiking groups interested in plan implementation. Individuals
requested more information about trail alignments and other
concerns during follow-up meetings. During the first field visit
for the master plan process, four meetings were held throughout
the state in: Las Cruces, Socorro, Albuquerque, and Pilar.

Additionally, the State Parks Division Director and consultant
team regularly met with stakeholders throughout the planning
area. These included:

Federal agency meetings including the Bureau of Land
Management, Bureau of Reclamation, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, National Park Service, USDA Forest Service and the
International Boundary and Water Commission.

State agency meetings with EMNRD State Parks Division,
State Land Office, State Forestry Division, EMNRD Tourism
Department and Indian Affairs Department, as well as two
important water management organizations: Elephant Butte
Irrigation District and Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.

State Parks Division Volunteer Summit where State Parks
volunteer organizations heard about possible roles for
supporting trails. As trails have been developed in specific
counties, the Director and consultant met with county officials
and planners and Councils of Government to coordinate efforts
and designation. These efforts will continue for several years.

Other local and regional meetings, such as the “Friends of”
group from Elephant Butte Lake State Park that supports
developing the trail through the park, and a meeting of mayors,

commissioners, and Councils of Government representatives,
which highlighted the economic benefits of the Rio Grande Trail.

KEY FINDINGS

» State and federal agencies broadly support the Rio Grande
Trail as a concept, as well as the direction of the master
planning process. Involvement in the development or
promotion of the Rio Grande Trail will vary depending on the
agency's mission and capacity.

¢ |ocal and regional agencies are supportive and interested in
aligning with the Rio Grande Trail and provided specific input
related to trail access points and design guidelines.

e Small non-profit organizations see the value of coordinating
efforts, and these continue. For example, the Save our
Bosque Taskforce has developed trail alignments and
continues to keep areas clean. They are hopeful to raise
awareness and funds for signage and continued improvement
of trails through the Bosque in Socorro.

» Equestrian groups continue to support the effort and give
feedback on specific needs for equestrians.

PUEBLO CONSIDERATIONS

Since the inception of the Rio Grande Trail Commission,
outreach to tribes and Pueblos has been of paramount
importance. Commissioners, including the Chair, Vice Chair and
the Secretary of the Indian Affairs Department (IAD), who were
directly involved, have conducted tribal consultation, along with
local engagement by consultants.

Formal government-to-government consultation for the Rio
Grande Trail has occurred twice through letters sent by the
Chair and the Secretary of the IAD. In 2018, five Pueblos
responded and provided point persons in their government to
interface with the Rio Grande Trail Commission.

In addition, Rio Grande Trail Commission members have hosted
meetings with several Pueblo governors and staff, to provide
information regarding the Rio Grande Trail and to receive

input and feedback. The Vice Chair and consultant presented
information regarding the Rio Grande Trail to the governors
representing the Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council, Inc.,
answering key questions. On several occasions, the Secretary of
the IAD, Vice Chair, and consultant also have presented updates
regarding Rio Grande Trail planning to the Eight Northern Indian
Pueblos Council, Inc. Intertribal Resources Advisory Committee.

The Secretary of the IAD has conducted statewide Tribal
Summits, providing opportunities for input regarding the Rio
Grande Trail. Finally, each Rio Grande Trail Commission meeting
is open to the public, and members of tribes and Pueblos have
often attended these meetings, providing their input.

Through both the formal and informal consultation, Pueblos with
land within the Rio Grande Trail corridor have been advised that
participation is voluntary and are receiving updates regarding
alignments outside of their boundaries.

While most Pueblos have indicated that they do not have
interest in designating Rio Grande Trail alignments on their land,
the Rio Grande Trail Commission continues to ask for feedback,
particularly as related to cultural resources that need protection
in the Rio Grande Trail corridor. In addition, archaeologists
advise the planning team if alignments need to be rerouted to
avoid culturally-sensitve areas in any future trail planning or trail
development.

KEY FINDINGS

« |tisimporant to continue to undertake both formal and
informal consultation to keep the Pueblos apprised about
trail efforts, receive feedback, and provide state agency level
consultation with tribal governments and committees.
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OVERVIEW

The Rio Grande Trail was conceived decades ago as a cross-state trail that would serve as a
cultural and recreational artery through the heart of New Mexico. Following authorization by
the state legislature, institutional support from the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources
Department (EMNRD) and the contributions of time and resources from volunteers, local
jurisdictions, and partner agencies, the Rio Grande Trail vision is materializing. 86.65 miles of the
Rio Grande Trail are now officially designated and this plan outlines a path to connect and
complete the remaining 407.5 miles of proposed trail.

This chapter explains the technical work of identifying, evaluating, and recommending a cross-
state alignment for the Rio Grande Trail. The process was rooted in the trail vision, the planning
framework, and the master plan goals outlined in Chapter 1. The study area consisted of
approximately a one-mile buffer extended on each side of the Rio Grande.

The recommendations for the complete alignment of the Rio Grande Trail are categorized
as: Designated Rio Grande Trail (existing trail segments) and the Preferred Alignment (which
includes both existing trail segments and proposed new trails).

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Alignment: A mapped, potential trail route

Segment: Sections of the Rio Grande corridor
mapped with start and end points at the beginning
of the master planning process, and ranging from
one mile to 167 miles long

Designated: Formally adopted as Rio Grande Trail
segments by the Rio Grande Trail Commission

Existing Trail: An existing, publicly accessible path,

already managed as a trail facility

Proposed Trail: A recommended alignment where
no trail currently exists

Preferred Alignment: The trail alignment
recommended in this master planning process
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SUMMARY OF EXISTING AND
PROPOSED RIO GRANDE TRAIL

The planning framework (see Chapter 1) prioritizes trails that already exist within the Rio
Grande corridor as part of the Rio Grande Trail alignment. Through executive action of the
governor and action of the Rio Grande Trail Commission, 86.65 miles of existing trail across
New Mexico are already designated. If all existing trail segments along the alignment were
to be formally designated, the Rio Grande Trail would be 39% complete.

EXISTING TRAIL

¢ Designated Rio Grande Trail: I 86.65 MILES

o Preferred Alignment: 146.6 MILES

PROPOSED TRAIL

 Preferred Alignment: ®© © © 0 © 6 © © @ © 0 @ © O 407.5MILES

TOTAL DRAFT PREFERRED
ALIGNMENT MILEAGE

e This number includes all
currently recommended
trail segments, and does
not include any segments
on Pueblo land. Refer to
the Pueblo Considerations
in Chapter 2 for more
information.

Figure 4: Milage Overview for Existing and Proposed Rio Grande Trail Alignment

576.4 MILES



APPROACH TO ALIGNMENT

DEVELOPMENT

Process Overview

Identifying potential alignments for the Rio Grande Trail begins with an evaluation of previous
studies of the trail corridor. The project team collected and summarized the following planning
documents directly addressing the Rio Grande and Rio Grande Trail corridor, as well as other
documents, not listed here, as needed during the planning process:

e 2016 - Resolution No. 17-036 A Resolution to Support the
Designation of 4.5 Miles of La Llorona Trail as part of the New
Mexico Rio Grande Trail (Las Cruces City Council)

e 2015 - New Mexico Legislature House Bill 563 (State of New
Mexico)

e 2015 -Viva New Mexico: A Statewide Plan for Outdoor
Adventure Strategic Plan 2016-2020

e 2014 - Rio Grande Water Fund: Comprehensive Plan
for Wildfire and Water Source Protection (The Nature
Conservancy in New Mexico)

e 2008 - Rio Grande Trail Corridor Alignments and Constraints
Analysis (Anasazi Trails Inc)

e 2008 - Blazing a Trail: The Benefits of a Rio Grande Trail in
New Mexico (Environment New Mexico Research & Policy
Center)

e 2006 - Rio Grande Trail Extension Bernalillo to Belen
(MRCOG)

The alignment evaluation process focused on previously
identified alignment alternatives mapped and proposed

in the 2006 and 2008 trail corridor studies. Mapping these
routes along with existing and locally or regionally planned

trail facilities along the river, provided a basis for systematically
evaluating each potential Rio Grande Trail route. To conduct this
systematic evaluation, the project team first created and labeled
individual “segments” along the entire Rio Grande corridor. This
provided start and end points for every section of the river
corridor needing evaluation and the identification of a proposed
route. The methodology then combined a quantitative and
qualitative approach to winnow the many possible alignments
within each segment down to the final proposed Rio Grande
Trail route.
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Alignment Evaluation
Methodology

The alignment analysis process began with a digital inventory
of all existing and proposed trail facilities along the river. The
project team then evaluated the relative merits of each route
alternative, through a quantitative comparison using the criteria
listed in Table 2. Based on the numeric score that resulted,

the project team ranked the route alternatives from most
promising to least promising. Following this ranking, a qualitative
assessment examined more subtle or transient influences that
might affect the near term likelihood of completing a given
segment, recognizing which criteria might change over time.
For example, qualitative factors included: agency support,
route directness, connection to Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
National Historic Trail, opportunity for separate use facilities,
and public opinion.

The Evaluation Matrix in Table 2 describes the six evaluation
criteria and examples of how those rankings might be
applied to the route alternatives within a given segment.

For each criterion, a three-tier system was used to rank

each segment: good, neutral, or fair-poor. “Neutral” was the
default condition, which equated to an average trail design

and implementation project, with perhaps some obstacles that
would need to be overcome, but nothing that would present

a particular challenge. “Good” represented an outstanding

trail implementation opportunity, while “Fair-Poor” required a
greater than average effort to implement or might be a segment
without many compelling features.




TABLE 2: EVALUATION MATRIX AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

EVALUATION CRITERIA

RATING GUIDE & NUMERIC SCORE

NEUTRAL:
6-4

FAIR/POOR:
3-1

CHARACTER /

AESTHETICS

EASE OF CONNECTIVITY

IMPLEMENTATION

ENVIRONMENTAL

ISSUES

SAFETY

USER
ACCOMMODATION

o Exemplifies vision for Rio Grande Trail
e Scenery/Views
o Compatibility with adjacent land uses

o Proximity to busy roads or other noise
generators

Panoramic views or vistas to distant landmarks
Access to, or views of the river
Adjacent to park, open space, or agricultural lands

Good separation from noisy roads

Wooded area typical of bosque; limited views
Along a levee, drain, or irrigation facility
Passes through commercial/residential areas

Along or near low-moderate volume roadway

Unpleasant/uninspiring views
No relation to river, water, or natural areas
Adjacent to industrial/mining areas

Along or near a high-volume roadway

e Provides options for connecting to
o Additional trails

e Parks

o Communities

o Trail-related businesses

e Other points of interest

Offers easy connections to other segments of network
Good existing access

Potential linkages to nearby destinations

Circuitous connections
Potential access points

No notable points of interest nearby

Physical or jurisdictional limitations make connections to
other trail segments difficult

Isolated from nearby destinations or points of interest

Limited or no potential for developing access points

o Availability of right-of-way
e Condition of existing corridor (topography, soils, etc.)

e Requirements for additional infrastructure (bridges,
drainage, major earthwork, etc.)

e Probable cost of construction

o Level of public or political support

No additional right-of-way needed
Stable soils; gentle topography
No need for additional bridges or culverts

May be developed with minimal costs; lower than average
trail development costs

No objections from local community

Some additional right-of-way may need to be acquired
Sandy or rocky soils; rolling or sloping topography
Moderate amount of engineering or structures required

Costs anticipated to be in line with typical trail construction
costs

Limited or no available right-of-way, or utility conflicts
within ROW

Significant earthwork or structural engineering required
(levee needs to be rebuilt, major bridge required, etc.)

High costs expected as result of any of the above

Neighbors or political leaders are antagonistic toward trail
development

o |Impacts on critical habitat, wetlands, etc.

o Proximity to known hazardous materials or leaking
underground storage tanks

e Impacts to historic, architectural, and cultural
resources, or traditional cultural properties (TCPs)

No critical habitat, wetlands, etc.
No hazardous materials

No adverse effects to National Register of Historic Places-
eligible historic/cultural resources or TCPs

Impacts to natural and cultural resources can be minimized
or mitigated

Ineligible cultural resources

No known or minimal hazardous materials nearby

Potential for serious impacts and adverse effects with
limited possibilities for mitigation with natural resources
(critical habitat, wetlands, etc.) and NRHP-eligible cultural
resources

Known hazardous materials

e Proximity to roads and vehicular traffic
o Visibility/perceived sense of isolation
e Potential physical hazards

o Ease of access by emergency responders

No road crossings required, or grade-separated crossing
options exist; separated from traffic

Open area; good visibility

No steep slopes or drop-offs; good separation from open
water; other potential hazards are easily mitigated

Safe at-grade road crossings exist or can be implemented
with minimal effort; follows or crosses low-volume roadway

Wooded or meandering alignment locations with limited
visibility but within cellphone service area

Moderate hazards may require design solutions to protect
users

At-grade road crossings with high traffic and/or limited
visibility
Isolated areas with poor visibility and no cellphone service

Potentially hazardous areas with no cost-effective design
solutions

o Accessible to various user types:
o Road bikes

Off-road/mountain bikes

o Wheelchairs/strollers
e Pedestrians

e Equestrians

Single alignment accommodates all users

Parallel alignments can accommodate separate uses, all with
good connectivity

Good potential for trailhead development

May not have trailhead potential

Single facility accommodates some, but not necessarily all,
uses

Some uses on parallel facilities may have only local access

Physical conditions limit the ability to provide access
for all but one or two user groups without major design
interventions
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PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

Overview

The Rio Grande emerges as a snow-fed stream at an elevation of 12,000 feet in the San Juan
Mountains of Colorado, and flows through mountains, steep canyons, arid high mesas, plateaus,
semi-arid scrublands, and lowland subtropics for approximately 1,900 miles before emptying into
the Gulf of Mexico. As such, land types and potential trail user groups vary between regions of
New Mexico, where the Rio Grande runs the full length of the state, north to south for 470 miles.
The trail facilities will be designed to accommodate these varying regional contexts.

The preferred Rio Grande Trail alignment was determined by

evaluating which alignment alternative within each segment was:

an existing facility;
« anonly option available;

 highest scoring segment; or

preferred, but not highest scoring alignment (where other

considerations made highest scoring alignment less desirable).

This process allowed the consultant team to assess alternatives
in light of the priorities for the Rio Grande Trail as outlined in
the state law, while also taking into consideration the feasibility
and practicality of trail opportunities. This applies to individual
trail segments (finding the best route near a particular stretch
of river) as well as the full continuous Rio Grande Trail (finding
the best routes that connect to each other). For example, a
preferred trail on the west bank of the Rio Grande may be ideal,
but if the best (or only) trail routes north of it and south of it
are on the east side of the river, that particular option is likely
impractical.

The preferred alignment is 576.4 miles of trail and includes
several proposed river crossings.

The preferred alignment is mapped on pages 39-47 at

the county level. More detailed maps of each segment are
available in Appendix A. Additionally, the project team created
a geodatabase of the preferred alignments (using ArcGIS
software) to support trail development, as the Master Plan'is
implemented.



Supportive Elements

As a part of determining the preferred alignment, the project
team researched and developed supporting elements, including:

¢ River Access: Refers to places that trail users can use to
either see or physically reach the Rio Grande. The Rio Grande
Trail preferred alignment balances enjoyable river access with
preservation of habitat for wildlife.

o Trailheads: Trailheads are divided into major, minor, and
access points. Rio Grande trailheads will serve the local and
regional population arriving to the path system by car, transit,
bicycle, or other modes. Trailheads provide essential access
to the shared use path system and include information and
amenities for trail user comfort.

o Wayfinding: The preferred alignment for the Rio Grande Trail
crosses through ten counties and numerous publicly managed
lands. The design and application of the Rio Grande Trail
wayfinding system will vary with the changing trail design and
contexts. Rio Grande Trail wayfinding will balance local design
with the necessary legibility for Rio Grande Trail users.

o Campsites: The diverse types of Rio Grande Trail users will
need overnight accommodations before, after, and potentially
during their visit to the trail. Camping accommodations range
from full service campgrounds to backcountry campsites.

Check out the Rio Grande Trail Design Guidelines in Appendix B
to learn more about the supportive trail design elements.

T il
i
L R

| o5 e ﬁ%

Signs and kiosks are used to display trail maps and information, like this example from
the designated segment of the Rio Grande Trail in Las Cruces.
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Preferred Alignment:
Regional Context

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO

Starting in the arid plains of the Cerra De

La Olla near the Colorado border, the river
quickly cuts into the Rio Grande Gorge. This
protected area of 1,000-foot cliffs, river
rapids, hot springs, and mesas forms one of
two sections of the Rio Grande that fall within
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

KEY CULTURAL/RECREATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:
» Rio Grande Gorge

¢ White Rock Canyon

» Bandelier National Monument

» Kashe-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument
KEY LANDSCAPE NOTES:

¢ Southern Rocky Mountain region

e Deep canyons

» Variable vegetation coverage

KEY TRAIL TYPES:
o Backcountry Trail
o Unpaved Multi-use Roadway

e Shoulder Bikeway

Rio Grande Gorge in Northern New Mexico



CENTRAL NEW MEXICO

South of Bandelier National Monument, La
Bajada forms the transition to a more urban,
agricultural zone that follows the river south
to the Texas border. In central New Mexico,
the river courses through the arid high desert
and many Pueblos around Albuquergue. This
region is typified by the traditional acequia
irrigation system landscapes used by Native
American and Spanish colonial farmers.

KEY CULTURAL/RECREATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:
e |aBajada
» Paseo del Bosque Trail

Valle de Oro Urban Wildlife Refuge

Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge

Strong cultural influence of Pueblo settlements

KEY LANDSCAPE NOTES:
¢ Mixed Urban/Agricultural context

e Ditch and levee network

e Desert highlands, mesas, and basins

Rio Grande Nature Center Trail along the Rio Grande in Albuquerque

KEY TRAIL TYPES:

Urban Bikeway

* On-Levee

On-Ditch/Drain Service Road
Shared Use Path
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SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

Elephant Butte Lake roughly marks the
transition between central and southern New
Mexico, although the differences are more
sociocultural than physical. In southern New
Mexico, the shallow river is a ribbon of green
in the arid Chihuahuan Desert. Although it
sometimes runs dry, the river remains the
lifeblood of many communities that rely on
tourism, as well as major agricultural crops
including chile, cotton, grapes, and pecans.

KEY CULTURAL/RECREATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:
o Elephant Butte and Caballo Lakes

e The White Sands and Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks
National Monuments

e LaLlorona Trail (one of the first designated segments of
the Rio Grande Trail)

¢ Strong cultural influence along Mexican border

KEY LANDSCAPE NOTES:
e Ditch and levee network

o Desert highlands, mesas, and basins

KEY TRAIL FACILITIES:
e On-Levee

On-Ditch/Drain Service Road

Unpaved Multi-Use Roadway

Shoulder Bikeway
Shared Use Path

The Organ Mountains outside of Las Cruces



A designated Rio Grande Trail segment through Elephant Butte Lake State Park, near Truth or Consequences
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Preferred Rio Grande Trail Alignment: County by County Dashboard

1. TAOS COUNTY: 113.3 MILES

The Rio Grande Trail begins on the Colorado/New Mexico
state line at the northern edge of Taos County and follows the
eastern ridge of Rio Grande Gorge, skirting Ute Mountain. An
existing connection east to Questa offers a potential link to Red
River and Taos Ski Valley. The predominantly backcountry trail
crosses the Red River and approaches a series of natural hot
springs on the bank of the Rio Grande. The main alignment then
crosses to the west side of the gorge, west of the community of
San Cristobal, and continues south to the Taos Junction Bridge
on NM 567.

105.3 miles backcountry trail

1.4 miles shared use path
* 4.7 miles sidepath
e 1.9 miles unpaved multi-use roadway

o 15 water access locations and shelters recommended?

2. RIO ARRIBA COUNTY: 21.1 MILES

The trail passes near Rinconada, La Junta, Embudo, and
Velarde before reaching Lyden with gaps where Highway 68
was identified as the only practical option. Several route
options for this section are included in the preferred trail
alignment because of private property, river crossings,
existing utility lines, and the former railroad bed.

e 4.7 miles backcountry trail

¢ 0.1 mile shared use path

e 2.3 miles sidepath

e 2.0 miles unpaved multi-use roadway
e 2.0miles shoulder bikeway

e 22 water access locations and shelters
—Tecommended

1 Recommended amenities are based on data provided in Chapter 6, for the purpose of
providing sufficient access to drinkable water and shelter from the elements.

3. SANTA FE COUNTY AND LOS
ALAMOS COUNTY: 105.8 MILES

The trail picks up just northeast of White Rock and splits

into two backcountry sections. One route crosses the Santa Fe
National Forest while the other loops through Santa Fe County
communities, partially along NM 14 - designated as the
Turquoise Trail National Scenic Byway. The Turquoise Trail route
would deviate from the Rio Grande corridor because of physical
and land ownership constraints.

e 62.1 miles backcountry trail
e 43.7 miles sidepath/on-shoulder bikeway
e 0.03 mile unpaved multi-use roadway

e 14 water access locations and shelters
recommended

4. SANDOVAL COUNTY: 50.6 MILES

The section winds from Golden to the Village of Corrales, near
the Bernalillo County line. The main trail connects with State
Highway 14 and follows it through Madrid, Golden, and Sandia
Park, creating a loop through Cibola National Forest, before
continuing west past the Anasazi Trails, until it reconnects with
the river in Bernalillo. The trail crosses the river at US 550 and
hugs the western edge of the river as it winds through the more
populated areas approaching Albuguerque.

e 12.2 miles backcountry trail

» 1.4 miles on-ditch/drain service road
e 14 4 miles shared use path

e 4.8 miles sidepath

e 74 miles unpaved multi-use roadway
¢ 10.4 miles shoulder bikeway

e 7 water access locations and shelters recommended

5. BERNALILLO COUNTY: 59.8 MILES

The trail transitions to an urban zone as it runs through the
Albuquerque region, made up of shared use path or shoulder
bikeway segments. The trail connects with the Rio Grande
Nature Center, the Valle de Oro Urban Wildlife Refuge, and

the Paseo del Bosque Trail. A bikeway splinters off to the east
and runs along US 40, eventually connecting with the Cibola
National Forest loop. There are multiple north/south options
connecting Rio Bravo to the Isleta Pueblo and the Pan American
Highway.

29.1 miles shared use path

7.1 miles sidepath

15.1 miles shoulder bikeway

8.5 miles urban bikeway

8 water access locations and shelters recommended

6. VALENCIA COUNTY: 26.6 MILES

This short segment overlaps with the existing Bosque Loop, and
runs along levees that are typical of irrigation systems in the
region. Valencia County marks the transition from urban back to
rural and traditional agricultural landscapes along the trail, and
it parallels several historic routes of the Camino Real Trail that
have been documented both east and west of the river.

8.9 miles on-levee

16.7 miles shared use path

0.9 mile shoulder bikeway

3 water access locations and shelters recommended



7. SOCORRO COUNTY: 98.3 MILES

Through most of Socorro County the primary trail alignment
follows levees or ditch/drain service roads that make up the
traditional irrigation system of the region. The trail hugs the west
side of the Rio Grande and passes several small communities,
including Lemitar, Socorro, and San Antonio, as well as traversing
two protected natural areas: the Sevilleta and the Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuges. The trail also passes the Fort
Craig historic site, at which point it diverges from the river and
follows a more upland route along the numerous ridges that line
the western banks of the river.

e 11.9 miles backcountry trail

17.1 miles on-ditch/drain service road
e 58.5 miles on-levee
e 10.8 miles unpaved multi-use roadway

e 13 water access locations and shelters recommended

8. SIERRA COUNTY: 86.4 MILES

Running through two major recreation areas, the Elephant Butte
and Caballo Reservoirs, this section consists of backcountry
trails and unpaved roadways. Sierra County roughly marks the
transition between central and southern New Mexico, where
the Rio Grande runs shallow in the arid Chihuahuan Desert.

47.0 miles backcountry trail

¢ 3.1 miles on-ditch/drain service road

* 3.3 miles shared use path

e 33.0 miles unpaved multi-use roadway

e 11 water access locations and shelters recommended

9. DONA ANA COUNTY: 100.5 MILES

The final stretch of the Rio Grande Trail is marked by diverse
terrain, ranging from abundant agricultural fields to rugged
and desolate rolling desert landscapes, punctuated by views of
distant jagged peaks. The preferred trail alignment includes a
mixture of urban and semi-urban shared paths, on-levee, and
backcountry trails. Jornada del Muerto and old Route 66 are
accessible from this section, as is the town of Hatch (center of
chile production in the state). The trail ends at the junction of
the New Mexico, Texas, and Mexico borders at Mount Cristo
Rey.

e 7.0 miles backcountry trail

¢ 11.8 miles on-levee

* 58.0 miles shared use path

e 16.8 miles sidepath

e 6.9 miles unpaved multi-use roadway

e 13 water access locations and shelters recommended

© o

Rio Arriba Taos

Los
Alamos

Sandoval

Santa Fe
Bernalillo

Valencia

Socorro

Sierra

Dona Ana

Map C. Counties along the Rio Grande River Corridor
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