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at some point following the completion of closure work.  In addition, the Agencies 

understand that Sump 5000 and possibly other associated facilities will be retained until 

the Water Treatment Plant is operational.  Is demolition of these facilities considered in 

the overall schedule shown in Section 7.0?   Please explain. 

4. In Section 1.1.1, Page 2, Table 1-1, the Mill Well #1A is included on the list of affected 

facilities to be removed.  Please explain if this well will be replaced or simply plugged 

and abandoned. 

5. In Section 1.1.1, Page 2, Table 1-1, the #2 Shaft Hoist House is included in the list of 

affected facilities to be removed.  The Agencies understand that although the #2 Shaft 

may be used as the groundwater extraction point for the surface-based mine dewatering 

system, other dewatering systems are currently being evaluated including installation of 

extraction wells.  Please discuss how removal of this facility will be integrated into the 

plans for the surface-based mine dewatering system if this is still the preferred option. 

6. In Section 1.1.1, Page 3, it is indicated that inert demolition debris consisting of masonry, 

lumber, and miscellaneous building materials is planned to be disposed of at the landfill 

in Taos.  There is a Mining Act permit modification currently being processed and a DP-

1055 Permit Amendment issued by NMED on January 23, 2015 that allows for disposal 

of select demolition debris in the open pit that could include some of the inert materials 

discussed.  Does Chevron anticipate that any of this material, other than concrete/rebar 

noted on Page 4, will go to the open pit?  Please explain. 

7. In Section 3.1, Page 6, it is indicated that residual material remaining in thickeners and 

other process-related equipment such as flotation cells, launders, and vessels within the 

Mill Area will be removed and transported to the open pit.  The DP-1055 Permit 

Amendment issued by NMED on January 23, 2015, approved the placement of tailing 

and demolition debris associated with the 175 Thickener, Decline Maintenance Shop, and 

the Moly Storage Building in the open pit.  The Agencies will consider the information 

provided in the Plan as an update to the original request and approve the placement of 

this material in the open pit as long as it is geochemically similar to tailing material.  If 

the material is dissimilar to tailing material, please provide the Agencies with a 

description of the material and a formal request to place it in the open pit.  

8. The Plan addresses requirements within Questa Mine Mining Act Permit Revision 96-2, 

Section 9.M for demolition.  MMD views this Plan and schedule for activities as an 

extension of the Permit.  Work described in the Plan and the schedule for demolition 

activities in Section 7 is subject to enforcement under the Permit. 
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If you have any questions please feel free to contact Anne Maurer at (505) 827-2906 or Joe 

Vinson at (505) 476-3414.   

Regards, 

 

 

 

____________________________  __________________________ 

Joe Vinson     Anne Maurer 

Mining and Minerals Division  Mining Environmental Compliance Section 

Mining Act Reclamation Program  New Mexico Environment Department 

 

cc: Holland Shepherd, Program Manager, MMD – via email (holland.shepherd@state.nm.us) 

      Kurt Vollbrecht, Program Manager, NMED – via email (kurt.vollbrecht@state.nm.us) 

      Joe Fox, AOC Team Leader, NMED – via email (joe.fox@state.nm.us) 

      Gary Baumgarten, Project Manager, USEPA – via email (baumgarten.gary@epa.gov)  

      Steven Archuleta, Taos County Manager – via email (stephen.archuleta@taoscounty.org) 

      Sarah Holcomb, SWQB NMED – via email (sarah.holcomb@state.nm.us) 
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